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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 



OF 



ECCENTRIC CHARACTERS. 



LORD CAMELFORO. 



We cannot survey the circumstances of the 
life of Lord Camelford, without regretting that 
the virtues and good qualities which he occa- 
sionally manifested were obscured by passions 
often dangerous to the peace and welfare of 
society. At the same time, tliese mischiefs 
were not the result of a bad heart, for when 
reason and reflection recovered the dominion 
which the love of every species of extrava- 
gance had usurped in his mind, he thougnt 
no sacrifice too great to repair the injuries 
which the gratification of his humor had occa- 
sioned. He exhibited a truly singular com- 
pound of human virtues and frailties ; being 
distinguished for eccentric boldness and in- 
1 



2 ECCEriTRIC CHARACTERS. 

trepidity of spirit; for many acts of noble, 
but oddly irregular, beneficence ; for a love of 
frolic ; and a passion for national and scientific 
pursuits ; at one time, for uncommon dignity, 
good sense, and enlargement of sentiments ; 
at another, for unreasonable positiveness ; for 
liberality of expense without foolish vanity or 
mad ])rofusion ; so that those who studied his 
character with the greatest attention, knew not 
whether they ought to admire his virtues and 
rectitude of understanding, or to lament his 
dan^rerous eccentricities. 

Thomas Pitt, Lord Camelford, was the great- 
grandson of the famous Governor Pitt, who 
acquired the greater part of an ample fortune 
in India, by the advantagcons purchase of a 
diamond, which was sold in Europe, with great 
proiH, to the duke of Orleans, regent of 
France. He was allied to some of the first 
families in the kingdom ; his father, who was 
elevated to the peerage in 1784, being the 
nephew of the late carl of Chatham, and his 
sister having married Lord Grenville. 

Lord Camelford was born February 2Cth, 
1775. In his spirit and temper, when a boy, 
tlicre appeared something which, though vig- 
orous and manly, was, however, peculiar ftnd 
unmanageable. He received at Berne, in 
Switzerland, the first rudiments of his educa- 
tion, wliich he afterwards completed at the 
Charter-house. In compliance with a predilec- 
tion of his cwn, he was suffered, at an early 
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age, to enter the royal Davy as a midshipman. 
In this capacity he sailed, in the year 1789, in 
the GuardiaiK frigate, commanded by the late 
gallant Captain Riou, and laden witli stores 
for the new colony of convicts settled at 
Botany Bay. The calamity which befel that 
ship was well calculated to inure the youthful 
seaman to the perils of the element which he 
had chosen for the theatre of his professional 
life. At that early period, he manifested the 
same contempt of danger which so particularly 
distinguished the whole of his career. It is 
well known that when all endeavors to save 
the vessel appeared to be fruitless, her com- 
mander gave permission to such of the crew 
as chose to avail themselves of it, to consult 
their safety and betake themselves to the boats. 
On tills occasion, Lord Camelford was one of 
those who, to the number of ninety, resolutely 
resolved to remain in the ship, and to share 
her fate with their gallant commander. After 
a passage little less than miraculous in the 
wreck to the Cape of Good Hope, his lordship, 
»n September, 1790, arrived at Harwich, in the 
Prince of Orange packet. 

So far from being daunted by the hardships 
and dangers he had encounterefi in the Guar- 
dian, Lord Camelford, soon after his return, 
solicited an appointment in the voyage of 
discovery which was then fitting out under 
the command of the late Captain Vancouver. 
He accompanied that officer in the ship Dis* 
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covery, during part of his circumnavigation; 
but in consequence of his refractoriness and 
disobedience of orders, the result rather of a 
certain peculiarity of temper than of either 
badness of heart or want of understanding, 
he put Captain Vancouver under the necessity 
of treating him with a severity of disciplue 
which he would not endure. ^ 

He accordingly left the Discovery in the 
Indian seas, and entered on board the BMUt- 
ance, commanded by Sir Edward PakenhaiDy 
by whom he wa;B appointed lieutenant During 
his absence his father died, and he, consequent- 
ly, succeeded to the title and family estates. 
On his return home in October, 179(5, he sent 
a challenge to Captain Vancouver, for the ill 
treatment he alleged he had received while 
under his command. The captain replied, that 
his lordship's misbehavior had obliged him to 
resort to the measures of which he complained, 
and that they were absolutely necessary for 
the preservation of discipline. At the same 
time, the captain offered to submit the affair 
to the judgment of any flag-officer in his 
majesty's navy, and if the latter conceived 
that, by the laws of honor, he was liable to be 
called upon, he would willingly give his lordship 
any satisfaction required. This method of 
settling the dispute, was by no means con- 
genial to the fiery disposition of Lord Camel- 
ford, who now threatened the captain with 
personal chastisement. It was not long before 
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an opportunity presented itself for the ezeco- 
tiou of his menace ; for, meeting Vancouver in 
Bond Street, he was only prevented from 
striking him by the interference of his brother. 
The chagrin of this unmerited disgrace is said 
to have preyed with such violence on the 
sjnrits of that worthy officer, as to have accel- 
erated his death, which happened not long 
sfterwards* 

HaTimr attained the rank of master and 
commBnaer, his lordship was appointed to the 
eommand of the Favorite sloop. That vesslel 
and the Perdrix were lying in English Harbor, 
Antigua, on the thirteenth of January, 1798. 
At this time, Captain Pahie, of the Perdrix, 
was absent at St. Kitts, and had lefl his first 
lieutenant, Mr. Peterson, in charge of his ship. 
Lord Csunelford, who was, consequently, the 
commanding officer at English Harbor, issued 
an order which Mr. Peterson refused to obey, 
conceiving that his lordship had no right of 
command over the vessel of a senior officer. 
The two ships were hauled alongside each 
other in the dock-yard to be prepared, and 
the companies of each vessel collected round 
their respective officers at the commencement 
of the altercation. High words ensued, tlie 
lieutenant still refused to obey, and soon af- 
terwards twelve of the crew of the Perdrix 
arrived at the spot armed. These men Mr. 
Peterson drew up in a line, and placed him- 
self at their head, with his sword drawn. 
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Lord C&meltbrd immedtatelj called out hii 
Brmed marinea, and nnged tbsm in « line op- 
poBite Lieutenuit Peteraou'a men, at tM 
distance of about four yaida. Hi« lordship 
retired, but wmn ratunted with a piatol, bor- 
rowed from on officer in tb:; dock-yaril, and, 
advanciae towuda the lieoicnant, fi9ked him 
whether he still pereiated in udt obeying hi? 
ordera. "Yes, I do persist," vtaa his reply; 
on which Lord Camelford iinediately put the 
pistol to his breast, and slim, him through tiie 
body. The unfiwtunata Pcterann fell back- 
ward, and neither attfred a word nor moved 
afterwards. After this decisive inciL9ure, the 
crews retired quietly to Iheir reappctive ships, 
Ijid Lord Camelfbnl surrecdered hiiiiBelf to 
Captain Mataon, of the Beaver sloop. 

Tiiis fatal event excited (he moat lively 
Benaation at Antigua, e^>ecially as Lieutenant 
Peterson was a native of a neighboring island, 
of a respectable family, and much esteemed. 
The populace of St. John's were restrained 
from persona] violence against his lordship, 
only by the meet solemn assurances that a 
judicid investigation should be instituted. 
The verdict of the coroner's jury, summoned 
to inquire into the circumstances of the death 
' of the lieutenant, was, "that he lost his life 

In the Beaver sloop. Lord CamelTord was 
conveyed to Fort Royal Bay, Martinique, 
where a court martial assembled on board the 
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Invincible. The court continued to sit from 
the 20th to the 25th of January, when he was 
unanimously and honorably acquitted accord- 
ingly. 

After this acquittal, his lordship reassumed 
the command of his ship, which he soon after- 
,jMfr resigned, together with the naval pro- 
fiinM|;^v&is , personal appearance, while in 
lbs nuiu|S,irto marked by the same eccen- 
Msitj by which he was distinguished through 
life } Mb dress consisted of a lieutenant's 
coat, - without shoulder-knots, and the 
of which were as green with verdi- 
o the ship's bottom ; his head was 
shaved, and he wore an enormous 
ed cocked hat In his professional 

les he was a severe disciplinarian, and, to 
his honor, be it mentioned, he was particularly 
attentive to the comfort and relief of the sick. 

Ilis lordship had not long returned to Eng- 
land, when he conceived an idea which could 
scarcely have entered into the head of any 
other person; this was nothing less than to 
repair to Paris, and, in the midst of their 
capital, to attack the rulers of the hostile 
country. In pursuance of this plan, on the 
night of Friday, the 18th of January, 1799, he 
took a place in one of the night coaches to 
Dover, where he arrived early the following 
morning, and went to the City of London inn. 
Afler taking his breakfast, he walked about 
the pier, and inquired for a boat to convey him 




leal ; a man nunecl Adam* atEani t» tako 

tlitther for a guineii; Lord Cuneltbrd 

ed him B«ids, ana kfter aatae conyeraation, 

I him he thought he ihould hare occasian 

go to the other side of th« water, and that 

wished to be laoded al C^iliiis he^ ho hod 

me nratches and mualin^ "hit:}i he wished 

dispose of in France. iJi' thon bargained 

IT wliat he ihould pay to js-' In Colai?. The 

oatmnn asked fifteen guini:i'i. hut liislordsUp 

old him his goods would nut afford q Ur( " 

lum than ten; at length it wns ain-vcd that 

ihouId pay twelve gumeae. ^oiiie other ci 

veraalion passed, in the cc.iir;^>^ of ivliich ' 

Comelford observed tliat '''.irnbiill (u ai. 

who shortly before had rul>l>fit] ibv min|,y _ 

made a bungling business of it, ajiii did not 

linow how to set about an afflur of that kind, 

or he nii^hi have effected hii escape. Having 

appointed six o'clock in the evening to go off, 

they parted ; Adams was to call for him at tbe 

During this interval, Adams consulted on 
the business with his brother, who bad a 
share in the boat, and the; both agreed to ac- 
quaint Mr. Newport, the collector, with the 
conversation which had passed with the strait 
geri Mr. Newport accordingly planned, thK 
tite person should be suffered to enter tb 
boat, and then bo seized. At the time »f 
pointed, Adams cslled at the inn, and li 
passenger accompanied him to the water sidr 



he ncnninended him to pat on one of his greit 
coata, as he would be cold, which be did. 
Lord Comelford then entered the boat, in 
which were four men, and h&ring seated tam- 
splf', ilr. iN'cnpnrt aeiied him. Baying, "You 
are oty prif^oiinr." He surrendered without 
(ippOBlMUl, [iiiii <y^-' immediately talten to the 
cuafom-hftiis;", h ' ve, on being' asked his 
nanif, ho T*plipd, ('amelford." Those, how- 
ever, ivlio held li.r:i in custody, were totally 
ionrjiaiii of tile r'iiil< of their prisoner, nor did 
they hno" who In.' '■'as till their anival with 
him at the secretiiry of state's office in Lon- 
don, WJien takon, they found on him a brace 
af^iBt(di9» >u^<^ '^ two-edged dagger, about 
i-(^HEchcs in Irngth, and rather curved. In 
hi^^^kct he had also a letter in French, 
addressed to some person at Paris. 

On Saturday, the 19th of January, about 
eleven o'clock at night, he was put into a 
post-chaise, and the next morning was escort- 
ed, by Mr. Newport, and the two Adamses, 
whose boat he had hired, to the duke of Port- 
land's office, where he was recognized. A 



lordship, after i 
was discharged from custody ; the lords of the 
council being fully satisfied that his intentions 
were such only as he had represented, and 
that he had been influenced by no other motive 
than the wish to render a service to bis coun- 
try. His majesty's pardon was issued under 
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the peat seal, to diicharge hi* lordabip fton. 
all the penalties of the act passed during tin 
preceding a'esaion, which, without reference 
to motivea, made the inere act of embaildnf 
for France a capital crime 

It vaa not long aflct 
whim, that hia Id whip again o 
self upon the notice of tl^ ~ 
in a different manner. Oi 
2d of April, 1799, durinij 
of the farce of The Devil to F^,'aX lltUIK 
Lane theatre, a riot took pine- ■" ''■" ■"•" 
lobby, occasioned by the ontrnr 
gentlemen, who appeared to tie someHhti^ 
intoxicated, and who began to bi ' ' 
dows in the doora of th6 boxes. 
proceeding to demolish tiie chandcl! 
the ringleader was talc^n ixiCo cuatuuy, iv 
one of Uie constables belonging to the tlicatre. 
Lord CamelfoTd was, at the same time, taken 
into custody, and likewise conducted to the 
watch-house, being charged, by a Mr. Hmn- 
phries, with assaulting and wounding him; 
hia lordship being weU known to the consta- 
ble of the night, the .latter took his word for 
bis appearance the next morning at the police 
office in Bow Street. 

Mr. Humphries there stated, that he went 
to look into one of the boxes for some friendt, 
when his lordship came and .pushed him away ; 
he lemonatrated acaitut this rude conduct, 
when Lord Camal&d, iiwtaad of making an 
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apology, struck him a violent blow on the 
filce, which knocked him' down some stairs 
near the box door, and when he got up, his 
lordship again knocked him down the stairs, 
and afterwards gave him several violent blows 
on the face and head. His lordship denied 
the charge, and asserted that Mr. Humphries 
had first assaulted him by endeavoring to 
push him from the box door, but the evidence 
'■ffainst him being confirmed by the testimony 
of one of the box-keepers, ana a fruit-woman 
belonging to the theatre, the magistrate ob- 
■erved that he was bound to beUeve it, and 
called upon bis lordship for bail, to answer 
the complaint at the Westminster sessions; 
two ffentlemen who attended his lordship 
offered to become bail, but not being house- 
keepers they were rejected by the magistrate ; 
application was then made to the master of 
the Spring Garden coffee-house, who became 
bail for his lordship. The magistrate, by the 
desire of Lord Camelford, applied to Mr. 
Humphries to know if he would be satisfied 
with an apology, but the latter declined it, 
saying he was determined to bring it into 
court for the sake of public justice. He was 
then bound over to prosecute, and afterwards 
preferred a bill of indictment, which was 
found ; soon afler he gave notice to his lord- 
ship that he would not follow it up, but would 
brin^ an action against liim for the assault 
The cause accordingly came on to be tried 
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before Lord Kenjoa, utd a special juiT, on 
the 16th of May. Mr. Gibbs, who wu codb- 
ael foe the plainti^ atated the case of bis 
client, Hs follows;— On the 2d of April, the 
nephews of the late Hr. Monlgomeiy Camp' , 
bell, the East India director,' who wen^t 
Eton schod, wen on a visit Ip tpwu, aiiiil, 
in the evening, were talten to Dnirf. Luo 
theatre, whither Mr. Humphries went for the 

gurpose of meeting them: he went to the 
■onl boxes by the vi.y of Vineear Yard; 
it was necesaary to ascend about four st^is 
to get into the lobby; tlieaethe plaintiff had 
sacended, and was looking' through the g]asa 
of the door of one of Che boxes to see 
whether his company was there ; at that 
moment, Loi^ Camelford cdvanced, and posh- 
ed him away ; he inquired the reaaon of thia 
conduct, when his lordship, without any other 
provocation, struck him with his fist in the 
face, and knocked him down the steps ; he 
got up, and again asked the cause of this 
treatment, but the only answer he rectived 
was another blow, which again knocked him 
down the steps. Mr. Humphries, as soon as 
he waa able to rise, again requested to know 
the reason of such strange conduct, told him 
his own name, and desired to know who it 
was that so grossly insulted him; having 
repeated hia question, and no reply being 
made, he told him he was a " sconndfel." 
Iiord Camelford inataotly returned to the 
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attack, and again knocked him down, and 
at last left him with one of his eyes almost 
beaten out, and wounded over tlic eye near 
the temple. For this assault Mr. Humphries, 
conceiving himself entitled to large damages, 
demanded redress of the jury. 

Mr. Gibbs then proceeded to call his wit- 
nesses : James Bennet, the box-keeper, stated, 
that before the first blow was struck, he saw 
the two gentlemen looking through the glass 
door of the box, and heard one of them say, 
he bad as much right to look through as the 
other, on which he was immediately knocked 
down: he corroborated all the other particu- 
lars. Being asked whether Lord Camelford 
struck or only pushed Mr. Humphries, he 
repeated it was a blow he gave, and said that 
Mr. Humphries, after being knocked down, 
inquired, in the mildest tone of voice, the 
reason of his conduct. On his re-examina- 
tion, he said the defendant was a tall, power- 
ful man, nearly six feet high, and the plaintiff, 
a short man, and comparatively weak. His 
testimony was confirmed by Catherine Brown, 
a fmit-woman, and Mr. Joseph Cooper, who 
nad gone into the house that night at half- 
price. The personal injury sustained by Mr. 
Humphries was proved by Mr. Borlase, the 
surgeon, who had attended him. 

Mr. Erskine for the defendant stated, that 
his lordship had been uniformly desirous to 
refer the affair to private axbitrotion ; but Uiat 
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in tne snape in which the queition wai tiMli 
brought forward, it wu impoflrible fyi lbs 
jury to discover who had provoked thfi qiwrrtb 
The fact was, these gentlemen were both. 
standing lip, and looking into the boz^ whett 
a dispute arose, but which had given the "Mt 
provocation there was no evidence to prove. 
Mr. Erskine seemed chiefljr to rely npon tiie' 
argument, that the plaintiff after receWiaif 
the first blows, ooght to have appealed to llie 
by-standers, instead of provoking the de- 
fendant by the expression be had used. After 
some observations from Lord Kenyon, the jmr 
retired a very short time, and returned wini 
a verdict for the plaintiff, damans £500. 

To detail all the adventures m which Lord 
Camelford was concerned, would far exceed 
our limits ; the following account of one out 
of the many nocturnal frolics with which he 
diverted himself, will serve to show the ec* 
centricity of his character. Returning home 
one morning about one o'clock, accompanied 
by his friend Captain Barrie, and passing 
through Cavendish square, they took it into 
their heads to chastise the guardians of the 
night, for not exercising due vigilance. Four 
watchmen, whom they found asleep at their 
posts, wiere soon awakened by the powerftd 
impression made by the assailants on their 
shoulders ; two of them started up, bat were 
soon extended on the ground ; meuwhile. 
the other two, apringing their mttten^ kroi^flil 



LORD CAMELFOllD. 15 

a whole- host of their colleagues to the attack. 
A contest of an hour ensued, when they at 
length succeeded in taking their fashionable 
antagonists into custody, after many blows 
and Druises had been inflicted on both sides. 
The captive heroes, guarded by nearly twenty 
watchmen, all armed, were conveyed to the 
watch-house, where' his lordship seemed to 
feel himself quite at home ; the captain, who 
had been tlie greatest sufferer in the fray, by 
no means liked his birth or the treatment he 
had received ; he furiously threatened to cut 
a port-hole through the side of the cabin, and 
was proceeding to execute his menace, when 
a second scuffle ensued, but being overpow- 
ered by the number of his enemies, he was 
obliged to make himself contented with his 
situation. The next day the watchmen car- 
ried their prisoners in triumph to the police- 
office in Marlborough street, where they were 
gratified with a present of a guinea each, and 
his lordship and the captain being discharged, 
returned home to refit the damages their rig- 
ging had sustained in the unequal encounter. 
This, however, was far from being the only 
night his lordship passed in a watch-house; 
he was oflen an inmate of those at* the west 
end of the town, and on such occasions he 
generally prevailed, either by force or more 
persuasive methods, on the constable of the 
night to resign his place to him; he would 
then, with the utmost gravity, examine aU 
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clolinqiients that wore brought in by the 
watch, and rejoiced in the opportunity of 
ejerciaing Uie leoitj of hia diapoaition, by 
invnrinbiy direction the wSeoders to be diH- 
chargej ; in a word, thcro was no whim, no 
caprice, hotreTCr eccentric and irregular, but 
what be detciiDUied to gratify, let the coqsb- 
quenceg iind the coat be what they might. 

In 1801, whsn the return of peace was 
oekbratod by a general illumination, no pcr- 
BUEtsiona could induce Lord C&ineiford to 
suiTcr lights to he placed in the windows 
of his aiiartrnonlH, at a nrocer's in Now Bond 
street i in vain Ins landlord represented tho 
. inconvenicncc^a that would rcautt from thia 
ainj^ularity ; his lordship continued tnexorablo ; 
the mob assailud ilie hoosfl, and a Bhowcr of 
Etunea was diHchargad at tlie windoiva ; irritiit- 
od by this atlacl^ Ms lordship sallied out, 
armed with a pistol, which hp, however, pru- 
dently exchanged for a atout cudgel ; nitli 
tliia weapon he maintained B, sharp contest for 
a conaideroble time, till, overpowered by num- 
bers, lie was severely beaten, and, aller being 
rolled in the konnel, was obliged to retreat in 
a deplorable condition. The windows were 
completely demolished: it is suld, that on the 
succeeding iilghta of itluniination his lordaliip 
had i(i wailing a party of sailors, ready to lot 
them loose on his opponents in case of a rep- 
etition of the outrngc. 

The presence of hia lurdahip was oftc 
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known to have a powerful effect in repressing 
the impertinence of the petit-maitre, and the 
insolence and contumely of the coffee-house 
track, and, indeed, in inspiring all with a cau- 
tious selection of language, lest the^ should 
afterwards he called to expiate a slip of the 
tongue with their Mood. Of the terror which 
the very name of Lord Camelford struck to 
tlie minds of the would-be gentlemen of the 
day, the following is a ludicrous example, 
while it instances in his lordship a degree of 
moderation which, from his general character, 
we should scarcely have supposed him to 
possess. 

Entering one evening the coffee-house in 
Conduit street, which he frequented, meanly 
attired as he often was, ho sat down to peruse 
the paper of the day ; soon after came in a 
dashing fellow, a first-rate blood, who threw 
himself into the opposite seat of the same 
box with his lordship, and, in a most conse- 
quential tone, hallooed out, " Waiter ! bring a 
pint of Madeira and a couple of wax candles, 
and put them into the next box." He then 
drew to himself Lord Camel ford's candle, and 
set himself to read; his lordship glanced at 
him a look of indignation, but again directed 
his attention to his paper; the waiter soon 
after rc-appeared, and, with a multitude of 
obsequious bows, announced his having com- 
pleted the commands of the gentleman, who 
immediately lounged round into hii box. 
2 
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Lord Camelford having finished his parap 
called out, mimicking the tone of the 1> 
<* Waiter ! bring me a nair of snnffi 
These were quickly brought, when his 1 
ship laid down his paper, walked round to 
other box, snuffed out both the candlofl, 
leisurely returned to his seat; boiling ' 
rage axio fhiy, the indignant beau roared 
— " Waiter ! waitej ! waiter ! who the dev 
this feUow, that dares thus to insult a gei 
man? Who is he? What is he? Wha 
they call him ?" " Lord Camelford, sir," 
the waiter. ««Who? Lord Camelford P 
turned the former, in a tone of voice scar 
audible 1^ horror-struck at the recollectioi 
his own impertinence, and almost doub 
whether he was still in existence. ** I 
Camelford ! What have I to pay ?" On 
ing told, he laid down his score, and 
tually stole away without daring to taste 
Madeira. 

His irritable disposition, which had invol 
him in numberless quarrels and disputOE 
longtii paved the way to the fmol and i 
catastrophe. Lord Camelford had for & 
time been acquainted with a Mrs. Simm 
wlio had formerly been in the keeping of 
Best, a friend of his lordship ; some oflSc 
person had represented to liim, that Best 
said something to this woman to his prejud 
this information so much incensed his lordi 
that, on the 6th of March, meeting with 
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Best, at the Prince of Wales's coffee-house, 
where his lordship usually dined, he went up 
to him and said, loud enough to he heard by 
all who were present : " I find, sir, that you 
have spoken of me in the most unwarrantable 
terms;" Mr. Best replied that he was quite 
unconscious of having deserved such a charge. 
Lord Camelfoi:d replied, that he was not igno- 
rant of what he had said to Mrs. Simmons, and 
declared him to be "^ a scoundrel, a liar, and a 
ruffian." 

In the course of the evening Mr. Best 
transmitted to Lord Camelford the strongest 
assurances that the information he had re- 
ceived was unfounded, and that as he had 
acted under a false impression, he should be 
satisfied if he would retract the expressions 
he had made use of; but this his lordship 
absolutely refused to do. Mr. Best then left; 
the cofiTee-house in considerable agitation, and 
a note was soon after delivered to his lordship 
which the people of the house suspected to 
contain a challenge. A regular information 
was accordingly lodged at Marlborough street, 
but, notwithstanding this precaution, such was 
the tardiness of the officers of the police, that 
no steps were taken to prevent the intended 
meeting till near two o'clock the following 
morning, when some persons were stationed 
at Lord Comelford's door, but it was then too 
late. 

From the coffee-house Lord Camelford went, 
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on Tuesday night, to his lodgings in Bond 
street; here he inserted in hia will tlio HiUow- 
ing declaration, which strongly itiarhs the 
ndbleiieBs uf lue disposition ;— " There are many 
other matters, which at another time I might 
be inclined to mention, but 1 will say nothing 
more nt present, than that in tlie present con- 
test I am fully and entirely the aggressor, as 
well in tlie spirit as in the letter of tlie word ; 
should 1, llierefoie, lose my life in a contest of 
my own seeking, 1 moat solemiily forbid any 
oi^^ my friends or reUtione, let them bo of 
whatsoever description they may, from insti- 
tuting any vexatious proceedings against my 
antagonist; and should, nolwiUistaading tlie 
above declaration on my port, the laws of the 
iand be put in force agaimit him, I desire that 
this port of my will may be made known to 



Agreeably to tbe appointment made by their 
seconds, his lordship and Mr. Best met early 
in the morning at a coffee-house in Oxford 
street, and here Mr. Best made another effort 
ta prevail on him to retract the expressions be 
bad used: "Camelford," said he, "we have 
been triends, and I know the unsuspecting 
generosity of your nature ; upon my honor, 
you have been impoeed upon by a strumpet ; 
do not insist upon expressions under mbich . 
one of us must folL" To this remonstrance 
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Lord Camelford replied, *' Be8t,*thi8 is child's 
play ; the thing must go on." 

Accordingly, his lordship and Mr. Best, on 
horseback, took the road to Kensington, fol- 
lowed by a post-chaise in which were the two 
seconds ; on their arrival at the Horse and 
Groom about a, quarter before eight, the parties 
dismounted, and proceeded along the path 
leading to the fields behind Holland House. 
The seconds measured the ground, and they 
took their stations at the distance of thirty 
paces, which measured exactly twenty-nine 
yards ; Lord Camelford fired first, but without 
effect ; a space of several seconds intervened, 
and, from the manner and attitude of Mr. Best, 
the people who viewed the transaction at a 
distance imagined that he was asking whether 
his lordship was satisfied ; Mr. Best then fired, 
and his lordship instantly fell at full length. 
The seconds, together with Mr. Best, imme- 
diately ran to his assistance, when he is said 
to have seized the latter by the hand, and to 
have exclaimed, " Best, I am a dead man ; you 
have killed me, but I freely forgive you." 
The report of the pistols had alarmed several 
persons who were at work near the spot, and 
who hastened towards the spot, when Mr. Best 
and his second thought it prudent to provide 
for their own safety. Meanwhile a chair was 
procured, and his lordship was carried to Little 
Holland House, the residence of Mr. Ottey. 

Lord Camelford continued in agonies of 
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was the sole executrix, together with the 
fiunily estates, producing near £20,000 per 
annum ; and afterwards, in default of issue, to 
the earl of Chatham's family, who are next in 
the entail ; the title is extinct. Exclusive of 
bequests to Captain Barrie and Mr. Accum, 
the chemist, who assisted him in his laboratory, 
his lordship left considenble sums to be de- 
voted to charitable purposes. 



JONATHAN SWIFT. 

The celebrated dean of St Patrick's in 
Dublin, was the son of an attorney, and bom 
in 1667. He was an illustrious poetical, polit- 
ical, satirical, and miscellaneous writer. He 
was a posthumous child, and his mother had but 
a scanty provision left her to provide for her- 
self and two children. He was first educated 
at Kilkenny school, from whence he was taken 
to Trinity college, Dublin, where, from a nat- 
ural dulness in the early part of life, or from 
neglecting the usual studies of the university, 
he did not obtain his degree of A. B. without 
much difficulty. On the death of his uncle, by 
whom he had been principally supported, he 
was left destitute ; he, therefore, paid a visit to 
Sir WiUiam Temple, in England, who received 
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him very kindly, and employed him in corred 
ing his works. In 1692, he was admitted t 
his degree of A. M. at Oxfbrd; but, in 169^ 
on a disagreement between him and hispatroi 
they parted. Entering into orders, he obtain 
ed the prebend of Kuroot, in the diocese o; 
Connor, of the annual value of about lOOL Bv 
Sir William Temple, having been much use 
to hid company, was imeasy in his absence 
and made overtures of concession to him. a 
reconciliation immediately took ' place, an 
Swift returned to England. Sir Williai 
Temple was so well pleased with his conduc 
on tins occasion, that when he died, he left hix 
his posthumous w^ks and a Tegacy in mone] 
Having lost his friend, Mr. *Swift endeavore 
to procure some preferment in England, bt 
was disappointed : he was, however, appointe 
chaplain and private secretary to Lord Berkelej 
one of the lords justices of Ireland ; but wa 
\\ soon after dismissed with the livings of Lara 

V. cor and Rathbeggin. He fixed his fesidenc 

at the first of these places, and decorousl 
) performed the duties of a parish priest. T 

tliis habitation he invited over the celebrate 
Stella from England. This lady was daugb 
ter of Sir William Temple's steward, to whoi 
Sir William had bequeathed lOOOZ. in consid 
oration of her father's service. She accepte 
Swift's invitation, and resided with a femal 
friend, who accompanied her at his hous 
iirhen he was absent, but when he came hom< 
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they removed to another in the neighborhood. 
In 1701, he took his doctor's degree, and, on 
the accession of queen Anne, commenced 
political writer, by which he became a con- 
spicuous character. In 1713, he was appoint- 
ed dean of St. Patrick's, which was a great 
disappointment to him, as he thought it inade- 
quate to his deserts; he looked higher, and 
thought himself entitled to a bishopric. On 
the death of the queen, the tories lost tiieir in 
fluence, and the dean became unpopular in 
Ireland ; but he afterwards became the idol of 
the nation, by zealously opposing the intro- 
duction of Wood's halfpence. In 1716, he 
was privately married to Stella, but they con- 
tinued to live as tKey had done before. The 
dean's conduct, in this respect, is supposed to 
have preyed upon that lady's spirits, and even- 
tually to have broken her heart His treat- 
ment of another lady, on whom he bestows the 
name of Vanessa in his works, was also ex- 
tremely ungenerous. She was the daughter 
of a Dutch merchant in Dublin, whose affec- 
tions he had gained by his promises and 
caresses ; but, when she pressed him to marry 
or refuse her, he disclosed his real situation ; 
which had such an effect upon her, that she 
survived the shock only a few weeks. The 
dean was subject, through life, to a giddiness 
in tiie head, which increased toward the close 
of it, and brouffht on a total privation of reason, 
in which condition he died in 1745. In his 
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•ii iatcrvola he bequeathed tlic btilk of Ma 
.-tune to Greet an bospilol in Dublin, for luna- 
a and idiots. His temains were intcrreil in 
L Patrick's cnthednil. The principal works 
f Duan Swift are " The Tale of a Tub ;" 
Gulliver's Travels, a moral and polidcal ro- 
nojioe ;" " Letters, Poema, Sermons, Political 
rreutisos ;" and " Tho Four last Yents of 
Hucen Anne." Ab his company was courted 
by persons of the first rank in life and litera- 
ture, tiie following peculiarities may be related 
of.luai!,J It was a rule with him never lo speak 
'more than a minute at a. time, and to wait for 
(ilhers to talie up the converastiotu lie was 
particularly happy in punning, and used to say, 
"that none despised that talent but tliose who 
were witliout it." He greatly excelled in tell- 
ing stiiriee, hut in the latter part of his life 
repealed thein too olleii. lie ivas offended 
Bt a Joulile entendre or proliinoncsa in reli- 
gious subjects. He was pleajed at having 
ladies in the company, bccauac it preacrvcd 
the delicacy of convej-sation : though we may 
venture to assert that, in his writinga, therf 
an greater indelicacies, than aaj dovbU enltn 
drca can amount to. When the dean was t 
Q,uilca, a country seat of Dr. Sheridan's, b 
went one Sunday to a church, at the distance < 
more than two hours' ride. — The parson ' 
the parish invited him to dinner, but Switl e 
cused himself liiy saying, that it was too far 
ride home aflerwards ; no, I shfU dine « 
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my neighbor Reilly, at Virginy, which is half 
way home. Reilly, who was what is called 
there a gentleman farmer, was proud of the 
honor, and immediately despatched a messen- 
ger to his wife to prepare for the reception of 
so extraordinary a guest. She dressed herself 
out in her best apparel ; the son put on his 
new suit, and his silver laced hat adorned his 
head. When the lady was introduced to the 
dean, he saluted her with the same respect as 
if she had been a dutchess, making several 
conges down to the ground, and then handed 
her, with great formality, to her seat. — After 
some high-flown compliments, he addressed 
his host, "Mr. Reilly, I suppose you have a 
considerable estate here ; let us go and look 
over your demesne." " Estate !" says Reilly, 
** devil a foot of land belongs to me or any 
of my generation. I have a pretty good lease 
here indeed from Lord FingaJ, but he threat- 
ens that he will not renew it, and I have but a 
few years of it to come." " Well, but when 
am I to see Mrs. Reilly ?" " Why, don't you 
see her there before you ?" " That Mrs. Reilly ! 
impossible ! I have heard she is a prudent 
woman, and as such would never dress herself 
out in silks, and other ornaments, fit onlv for 
ladies of fashion. No, Mrs. Reilly, the mrm- 
er's wife, would never wear any thing better 
than plain stuff, with other things suitable to 
it Mrs. Reilly happened to be a woman of 
good sense, and, taking the hint, immediately 



witlidrcw, changed her dreas as speedily as 
pnssible, and in a short time returned to the 
parlor in her coroinon apparel. Tlie dean 
saluted her in the most friendly manner, taking 
her by the hand, and saying, *'I am heartily 
j^lad to see you, Mrs. Reiily. This husband 
of yoiira woind tain have palmed a fine lady 
upon mo, all dressed out in ailks, and in the 
pink of tlie mode, for his wife, but I was not 
to be taken in so." He Ihen laid hold of 

foung master's line laced hat; with his pen- 
nifn ripped off the lace, and folding it up in 
aevcral papers, thrust it into the fire. When 
it was sufficiently burnt, he wrapped It up in 
froflli paper, and put it in his pocket. It may 
ho niippoaco that the family was put into no 
Bmnll coiifiision at this HtranjTe proceeding ; 
hut tln'V iliil not dure to show that ihpy took 
tuiy umbrage at it, as the presence of Swift 
struck every one with uncommon awe, who 
were .lot well acquainted with hitn. However, 
as ho soon resumed his good hiimoi, entertain- 
ing them with mony pleasantries to theu 
taste (for no man knew better how to adapt 
his conversation to all classes of people), they 
soon recovered their spirits, and the day was 

Eassed very cheerfully. When he was taking 
is leave, ho said, " I do not intend to rob you, 
Mrs. Reiily ; I shall take nothing belonging 
to you away with mo ; there's your son's hat 
laco ; I have only changed the fonn of it to 
a much better one. So Qod bless you, and 
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dumks for your good entertainment" When 
he was gone> Mrs. Reilly, upon oponinff the 
paper, found there were four guineas cncIoHod 
m it, together with the burnt lace. Whiln ho 
Btaid in the country, he kept an eye upon 
them, and found his lessons had not boon 
thrown away, as they were cured of tlioir 
vanities, and lived in a manner more consonant 
to their situation in life ; in consoquenco of 
which, one of the first things ho did on his re- 
turn to Dublin, was to pay a visit to Lord Fin- 
gal, and engage him to renew Reilly^s lease ; 
without which the poor man would, in a few 
years, have had notliing for his own or his fam- 
ily's support During his residence at Quilca 
he wrote a great part of his Gulliver's Trav- 
els, and prepared the whole for press. While 
he was upon the subject of the Brobdignaggs, 
he used frequently to invite a Mr. Doughty, 
who lived in that neighborhood, to dino with 
him. He was of a gigantic stature ; and sup- 
posed to be the strongest man in Ireland, as 
well as the most active. Swifl used to take 
great delight m seeing him perform sovcral of 
his feats, some of which were of so extraordi- 
nary a nature, that I should be afraid to relate 
them, lest it should impeach my credibility. 
Among these, the dean asked him whetlier he 
could carry on his back a man's horse wliich 
happened to be in the court yard at that time. 
Doughty, after having tied his legs, immedi- 
ately took him up and threw him on his shoul- 
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dens ^'^ ^s Bame ease that another inaii 
n-ould lift ■ shpep, and walked about vitb him 
for a long time irilhout stuinking al all under 
his burthon. It happened oae day that a 
genlliman of that neighborhood, well known 
in the country by the name orKUIbuck Tuite, 
dined with the dean at Quili^a, nhen Doughy 
was there. Hi; n-as a blunt, rn>e-3pi>keu laan, 

no reiJpecter fif i fi-". r.iiii -t >i"'t! hi ^""i' of 

no one, let his rank or character be what it 
would. After dinner, the dean asked hitn 
whether he could direct him the road to Mar- 
ket Hill. Tuite said he did not know it 
" That is the way," said the dean, " with all you 
Irish blockheads; you never know the way to 
any place beyond the ncjit dunghill." " Why," 
answered Tuite, " I never was at Market Hill ; 
have not you been there, Mr. Dean ?" He 
acknowledged he had. "Then whatadamned 
English blockhead are you," replied Killbvck, 
"to find fault with me for not directing you the 
way to a place where I never had been, when 
you don't know it yourself, who have baen 
tliere !" Swift, with a counlcnnnce of great 
couDtorfpited terror, immediately rose and 
changed seats with Doughty, who happened 
to bo next to Mm, placing the giant between 
iiim and Tuite to protect him against that wild 
mun, and skulking behind him, like a child, 
witli n well D£ted fesr, to the no small enter- 
, of tJie company j who, however, 

.riir thnt fhp ^»i>n haA ...ot »ihh h\= 
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match. And the fume of Killbuck, for this bold 
retort on the deau, of whom all the world stood 
in awe, was spread through the country. 



MICHEL SCHUPPACH, 
THE PHYSICIAN OF THE MOONTAIN. 

Mr. Coxe, in his Tour through Switzerland, 
says, " You have heard, perhaps, of Michel 
Schuppach, tlie famous Swiss doctor, of whose 
intuitive sagacity, in discovering the seat of 
disorders, and applying suitable remedies to 
them, many wondernil stories are recounted by 
travellers, and which generally, I suppose, have 
increased in the marvellous, like Virgil's Prog- 
ress of Fame, in proportion as they receded 
from the scene of action. I am now lodged 
in the house of this celebrated ^Esculapius ; it 
is situated above the village of Langenace, on 
the side of a steep mountain ; and, from that 
circumstance, he is generally known by the 
appellation of the physician of the mountain. 

" Upon our arrival here, we found the doc- 
tor in his apartment, surrounded by a number 
of peasants, who were consulting him upon 
their respective complaints, each having 
brought with him a small bottle, containing 
Bome of his water, for it is by inspecting the 



luioe that ihui medical aagc pretends to Judge 
of the stHte of the pnticnt. IIu figure is ex- 
tremely corpulent ; he has a pcnetiatiug eye, 
snd one of the best-hnmored countenances I 
ever saw. lie seta himsolf opposite to the 
pcraon nho consults him, one moment exam- 
ining the wUer, and the next tiic patient ; auil 
contmucs regarding attentively the one and 
tlie otiier for Borne time ; always ivlust ling dur- 
inj{ the intervals. lie then opens the state 
of thfj case, acquaints the consultant with the 
nature of hln complaints, and haa ofleu the 
good fortune to hit upon the true cause. In a 
word, hiij knack of diacoverino; disorders by 
urine, lias gained such implicit faith in his skill, 
that one mi^ht as well doubt in the pope's 
infallibility, before a zealous Catliolic, ns of 
tlie doctor's, in the presence of hia patients. 
lie has certainly performed several great 
cures i and the rumor of them has brought 
him patients from all i^uartcrs of Europe. 
There are, at this time, in his house, and in 
tlie village, several English and French peo- 
ple, together with many Swiss, wlio arc come 
nilher for his advice. 

"The doctor was formerly, it seems, a vil- 
lage surgeon, has a slight tincture of anatemy, 
wid is Qsteemed a prolicient in botany aaa 
chemiEtry; but hii reputation as a physieioa- 
has now been ostablishBd^forsome years. He 
ii said to have but little acqaaintajice with the 
theory of physic ; the (Greatest part of hla 
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Imowledge being derived from his extenrive 
practice, notwithstanding he never stirs a 
quarter of a mile from his own house ; for he 
would not take the trouble of going to Berne 
even to attend the kin? of France. 

'* It is more tlian probable, that much of this 
extraordinary man's success, in his practice, is 
owing to the great faith of his patients, to the 
benefit they receive from clmitge of climate, 
to the salubrious' air of this mountain, and to 
the amusements arising from that constant 
succession of different company which assem* 
ble in this place, in order to apply to him for 
assistance. But, whatever may have been the 
causes of liis celebrity, it has come to him, as 
all accounts agree, unsought for by himself. 
He has, certainly, many excellent qualities ; 
humane and charitable to tlie highest degree, 
he not only furnishes the indigent peasants, 
who consult him, with medicines gratis, but 
generally makes them a present in money 
besides ; and he always appropriates a certain 
portion of his gains to the poor of his parish. 
Ilis wife, as dso his granddaughters, who 
live with him, are dressed like the peasants of 
tlic country ; and he has shown his good sense 
by giving the latter no better than a plain ed- 
ucation ; the eldest he bestowed in marriage, 
when she was but fifteen, upon one of his as- 
sistants, and gave witli her 1300Z., no incon- 
siderable portion for this country. He pro- 
cured a match so early for her, he said, to 
3 
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prevent Ijer being Bpoiled by Ibe young een- 
tlemeii tolling' lier she was protty, and inspiring- 
her witli the ambition of niarrying above her 

"Ifdomeslic harmony, and the most perfect 
simplicity of manners, huve any pretenaione to 
pleaee, you would be higtJy delighted with 
this rural family. The wift isa notable, active 
woman, and not only Buperintends all the 
household nifaire with remarkable cleverncsa, 
but even perforraa great part of the business 
with her own htinds ; she oBsists her husband, 
likewise, in making up his medicines ; and, aa 
he talks no other language than the Swias- 
German, she serves occasionally as his inter- 
preter; and, m a proof of his confidence in her 
adminiatratjon in iiis nffairs, ahe acts also aa 
his tresLsurer, and receives all his fees ; which, 
in the course of a year, amount to a considera- 
ble sum ; for, ttltiiauffh he never demands 
more than the price or hb medicinea, yet no 
gfenOemnn consults him without giving him 
an ftdditional gratuity. Many presents have, 
likewise, been made to ber«elf, from persons 
who have reaped beneiit by her husband's 
preaeriptiona -; several of these consist of val- 
uable trinkets, with which, on the days of cer- 
emony, she decks herself forth to the best 
advantage, in tlie simple dress of the country, 

" This singular man is very often employed" 
in giving his advice from eight in the moriung 
till iix in the evening, with no other u4«raii*- 
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sion than during the time he is at table. His 
drugs are of the best kind, for he collects the 
simples as well as distils them hiinself. His 
house, like those of the peasants, is constiuct- 
ed of wood ; and; though always full of people, 
is remarkably neat and clean. In short, every 
thing about him has the appearance of the 
pleasing simpiicity of former ages. 

^ I had almost forgotten to tell you, that I 
consulted him this morning myself; and as- 
suredly I have reason to be highly flattered 
with his prescription, for he told me I was in 
such good health, that the only advice he had 
to give me was *to eat and drink well, to 
dance, be merry, and take moderate exercise.' " 



TARRARE. 



This man's voracity would stagger all belief, 
were not the truth of the circumstances guar- 
antied by the most unquestionable testimonies, 
among which it is only necessary to mention 
professor Baron Percy. At 17 years of age, 
Tarrare weighed only one hundred pounds, 
and yet he could devour, in the space of 
twenty-four hours, a quarter of beef as heavy 
as his body ! At the commencement of the 
revolutionary war, he entered the army; but 



here he wBs so scantily supplied with food, 
that !ie soon fell ill, iinil was conducted to tlie 
military hospital at Soultz. On the day of hia 
entrance, he got four rations, which, only 
serving to whet liifl afipetite, he devoured 
every Kind of reftise victuals in the ward, then 
searched the kitchen, dispensary, See., devour- 
ing' cvoty Ihinff, oven tlie poultices, that came 
in Iris way ! In the presence of the chief 
pliy«icinn of the ivrmy. Doctor Lorencn, he Bte 
a live cat in a few seconds, leaving nothing 
hut tlie larger honea ! In a few minutes, he 
<iuvoiired a dinner prepared for fifteen German 
laborers, and cotnposad of various subBtantlal 
<lislie3. After this tiffin, his belly appeared 
like a small balloon! As the French in those 
■da3-3 turned cvpry thing to nccomit, the com- 
mander-in-chief hod him brou([ht before him, 
and, ailer treating him with thirty pounds of 
liver and lights, he caused him to swallow a 
small wooden case, in which was enclosed a 
letter to a French officer, then in the hands of 
the enemy. Tarraie set off, was taken pris- 
oner, beaten and confined. He pasaea by 
stool the case with the letter, before he could 
see the officer, but immediately swallowed it 
again, to prevent its falling into the hands of 
the enemy. In another hospital where he wb* 
confined, the nurses frequently detected ^ 
drinking the blood which had been ^W] 
from the sick ; and when all other sourco 
failed, he repaired to the deadJioose, •» 
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satisfied his frightful appetite cm hoinan flesh ! 
At length, a cMld of fourteen months M dis- 
appeared all at once, and suspicions fiilling on 
TarrlBure, he also disappeared for four years, 
when he was recognized again in the civil 
hospital of Paris, where he ended his miser- 
able career. 



DR. AKENSIDE. 



Mr. Dtson and Dr. Akenside were fallow* 
students, the one of law, and the other of physic, 
at Leyden ; where, being of congenial tem- 
pers, a friendship commenced between them, 
that lasted through their lives. They left the 
university at tlie same time, and both settled 
in London. Mr. Dyson took to the bar ; and 
being possessed of a handsome fortune, sup- 
ported his friend, while he was endeavoring to 
make himself known as a physician ; but, in 
a short timej having purchased of Mr. Har- 
dinge, his place of clerk of the House of 
Commons, he quitted Westminster Hall, and 
for the purpose of introducing Akenside to 
acquaintance in an opulent neighborhood near 
the town, bought a house at North ^d, Harop- 
•tead, where they dwelt together during the 
•mnmer season ; frequenting the long room, 
md all clubs and aasemblies of the inhiwitants. 
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At Uieae meetmga, which, us they were not 
seleKt, miiat be Hupposed to have coDBiated of 
sucii persons as usually meet for the purpose 
of gossiping, men of wealth, but of ordinBiy 
tiiciowineiitB, ond able to tftlk of little else 
tlian newa and the occurrences of tlie day, 
Akc'iD^idc was for displaying those talents 
which lind acquired him the reputation he 
eiijuyed in other coaipanies ; but here they 
inrrc of little use to him — on the contrary, 
tlmy tonddd to engage him in disputes that 
betrayed him into a contempt of those tliat 
(lilfercd in opinion from him. It was found 
out Uiul. he woa a man of low birth and a 
dupendunt on Mr. Dyson, circumstances that 
funiished tliose whom he offended with a 
ground of reproach, that reduced him to the 
necessity of asserting, in direct terms, that he 
wag a gentleman. 

LitOe could bo done at Hampstead, after 
matters had proceeded to this extremity ; Mr. 
Dyaoii parted with his villa at North End, and 
settled his friend in a small house in Blooms- 
bury Square, aasigning for his support such a 
part of his income as to enable him to keep a 
chariot. 

In this new situation, Akcnside used every 
endeavor to become popular, but defeated tbem 
all by the high opinion he every where man- 
ifested of himself, and the little coudesceniion 
he showed to men of inferior endowmenta ; 
and by fais love of political controTersy, hia a*i> 



ItR. AKEirSIDB. 89 

thoritative censure of the public councils, and 
his bigoted notions respecting government — 
subjects foreign to his profession — ^he not a 
little added to the public obloquy which was, 
as he became more known, heaped upon him. 
In the winter evenings, he frequented Tom's 
coffee-house, in Devereux Court, then the re- 
sort of some of the most eminent men for 
learning and ingenuity of the time ; with some 
of whom he became entangled in disputes 
and altercations chiefly on subjects of literature ^ 
and politics, that fixed on his character the ' 
stamp of haughtiness and seif-conceit, and 
often drew him into disagreeable situations. 

There was at that time a mapi of the name 
of Ballow, who used to pass his evenings in 
the society above-mentioned, a lawyer by pro- 
fession, but of no practice ; he having, by the 
interest of some of the Townshends, to whom 
he had been a kind of law tutor, obtained a 
place in the exchequer, which yielded him a 
handsome income, and exempted him from the 
necessity of attending Westminster Hall. He 
was a man of deep learning, but of vulgar 
manners; and being of a splenetic temper, 
envied Akenside for that eloquence which he 
displayed in his conversation, and set his own 
phraseology very low. Moreover, he hated 
him for his republican principles ; and finally, 
being himself a man of solid learning, affected 
to treat him as a pretender to literature, and 
made it his study to provoke him* 



40 

One evoiiing, at the cofiee-hause, n dispute 
betwcnn tliese two persona rose so high, lliat 
for Hoine cxpresaion uttered hy Bollow, Aken- 
fiidc tiioiiglit himself obliged to demand lui 
Bpdlufi^y ; whicii not boiit); able to ubtain, he 
sent his edveraaiy a cfiiUenge in writing, 
Bollow, a. little delonned man, well known as 
a. sauntcrer in tlie Park about Westminster, aad 
in Parliament. Street, tbough remEtrkable for a 
Bword of an unusual length, which he con- 
Etantly wore when he went abroad, liad no 
inclination for hghling, nnd declined an 
answer. The demand of saBsfaction was 
followed by seveiid attr-mptj, on the part of 
Akenside, to see Ballow at his lodgings; but 
Jie kept close tdl, by the interposition of 
fricude, tlie diiferencp c >tdd he adjusted. By 
his I'nndui^t ill tlua biiaints-i 'ibcnaide ac- 
(juired hut little reputation for courage ; for 
the accommodation was not brought about by 
any concessions of his adversary, bOt by 
a resolution from which neither of them would 
depart, for one would not fight in the morning, 
nor the other in the afternoon : all that ho got 
by it was, the character of an irascible man; 
and thus, many who admired him for his 
genius and parts, were shy of beuoming his 
intimates. Yet, where there was no compe- 
tition for. applause or literary reputation, he 
was an easy companion, and would bear with 
such rudeness as would have almost angered 
any other person. Saxby, of the custom-house. 



who was every evening at Tom's, and by the 
bhintneiss of his be&vior, and the many 
sbrewd sayings he was^nsed to utter, had ac- 
qcdred the privilege of l^ersites, of saying 
whatever he like^ wad once rather coarsely 
inveighing ag^nst the profession of phvsic, 
which Akenside took upon him to dercnd. 
This railer, after laboring to prove it was all 
imposture, concluded his discourse with this 
sentiment : '* Doctor," said he, ^ after all ,you 
have said, my opinion of the profession of 
physic is this — the ancients endeavored to 
miLke it a science, and failed ; and the modems 
to make it a trade, and have succeeded." 
Akenside took this sarcasm in good part, and 
joined in the lauffh which it occasioned. 

Dr. Akenside^ example shows that no 
liigher a character than is attainable by any one 
who with a studious taciturnity will keep his 
opinions to himself, conform to the practice 
of others, and entertain neither friendship for, 
nor enmity against, any one, a competitor for 
the good opinion of tlie world, nay for its 
emoluments and even dignities, stands a better 
chance of success than one of the most es- 
tablished reputation for learning and inge- 
nuity ; for Akenside, in a competition for the 
place of physician to the Charter house, was 
unable to prevail against an obscure man, 
devoid of every quality that might serve to 
recommend him, and whose sole merit was 
that of being distantly related to the late Lord 
Holland. 



ISAAC NEWTON, 

Natcoe has her pb^noioGna, iier Eorth- 
qua|{>!s, her Comets, and her nicteurs ; tliey 
appear perhaps once in the lapse of a, thouEond 
years, and strike the beholdera with arie and 
uBtciiiislimcut : BO, bIbo, is it censlitiited with 
tlie human race ; a century may elapeo un-' 
dJittiii^ruiBhed by the existence of sume cum- 
iiiundiiig genius, mhtMi on ft sudden e Newt4)n 
or a iiJiiakBpeare bunts rorlh, ori^al in theii 
canceptiona, unparalleled in their discoveries. 
A new crit-tben dawns upon the human race ; 
the huunda of their knowledge ore extended ; 
tlie Hjihere of tlieir utility is enlarged ; the 
sum iif their httppineafl is niijinienteii. Future 
gone rutin iia liulluw the memory of their bene- 
fattur, and liislory inauribes his name on a 
tablet which will only perish witli iJie universe 
itself. 

The manor of Woolsthorpe, in the parish 
of Colsterworth, was the birth-place of Isaac 
Newton. He was bom on the 35th December, 
1642 (O. S.], hia fatlier dying three months 
before hia birth, by which the manor of Wools- 
thoipc, of which his family hud been in pos- 
session several yeaia, became his heritage, 
Hia mother married again in a abort time, but 
this new alliance did not interfere with the 
performance of her duties towards her son. 
She sent him at an early age to the school 
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of his native village, and sobseqnenUy, on his 
attaining his tweUUi ^ear, to the grammar- 
school of the neighboring town of Grantham, 
with the view of his being instructed in the 
classics. He was there boarded in the house 
of an apothecary, named Clarke, where the 
extraordinary canity of his mind, and the 
particular bent -of his genius, soon became 
conspicuous. Caring liUle for. the society of 
other children, he provided himself with a 
small collection of tools, byktmeans of which, 
when his companions were at plftf, he made 
several models of wood, particulaSy one of a 
windmill, which about that period icas erected 
in the vicinity of Grantham. Into this model 
he sometio^es put a mouse, which he called 
his miller, and by the power of whose action 
he could turn the mill round whenever ho 
pleased.- He introduced the amusement of 
paper kites amongst his school-fellows, and he 
took particular pleasure in drawing the por- 
traits of the scholars ; but the most curious 
anecdote of his boyhood is that which describes 
him in the act of rudely determining the force 
of the wind, by comparing how much farther 
,he could leap with it than against it. He also 
watched the motions of the sun with great 
diligence, and, by means of pegs placed in the 
waU of the house in which he lived, and par- 
ticular marks for the hours and half hours, the 
time of the day was shown to every person, 
and Isaac's dial, as it was called, was general- 
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ly refi^rrod to in tlie regulation of the pariah 
clocks. The walls of his closet were lilernlly 
covered witli ilcai^s of all aorta, eltiier copied 
from ntliere, or taken from nature ; and so 
deeply absorbed was he in these meclianical 
pursuits, which already iapliad considerable 
poll-era of iiwention and observation, that he 
ii'?;;l<:cted hix aludica in the languages ; but, 
on finding himself once surpassed by a youtli 
f very mediocre talents, he felt inortilied at 
, and in a very short time placed 
e head of all hia jnveuile coui- 

After passinff through the usual courses of 
study at GranUiam, his ulother detained him 
at homo with the view of instructing hioi in 
Ike management of the farm ; and lie whs otlnn 
KOTit to Grantham, accompampJ by some con- 
fidential servant, for the purpose of disposing 
of the produce of the farm ; but on these oc- 
casions, young Newton, immediately on enter- 
ing the town, allowed hia attendant to execute 
the business on which he had been sent, whilst 
he himself retired to the house of Mr. Clarke, 
and employed his time in reading, or in hia 
favorite mechanical pursuits, until the hour 
had arrived when it was necessary for him to 
return. At other times, he did not proceed 
even so Itu- as the town, but seated himself 
under the shelter of a hedge, and there, im- 
mersed in study, awaited the return of th^ 
domestic. This irresistible passion, whictt 
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wiffed young Newton to die altadj of acience, 
•tlast overcame the olistacles, which the habits 
or ^tte prudence of his mother had thrown in 
his waj. One of his uncles happened one 
day to go into a hayloft, and there discovered 
the future celebrated philbsopher abstracted 
in a mathematical problem, which he was 
working on the wall. ' This accident may be 
said to have determined his future destiny: 
his friends now saw that he was fitted for 
higher things than sowing and reaping; and 
in his eif^teenth year he was sent to Cam- 
bridge, and, in 1660, was entered at Trinity 
College. From the beginning of the seven- 
teenth century, a taste for the cultivation of 
mathemadcal knowledge had exhibited itself 
among the members of that university ; and 
the elements of algebra and geometry gener- 
ally formed a part of the system of education. 
The chair of mathematics was at that time 
filled by Dr. Barrow, a man who, in addition 
to the merit of being one of the greatest 
mathematicians of the age, joined that of be- 
ing the kindest instructer as well as the most 
zealous protector of the young genius then 
growing up under his care. 

After Newton went to Cambridge, the pro- 
cess of the unfolding of his intellect, a subject 
so interesting in the study of the human mmd, 
is so distinctly described by himself, or estab- 
lished in his literary monuments, that we are 
enabled accurately to trace its progress. 
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The e]ioch in wliich Newtoa lived wna di; 
ting-uishud by a constellation of geniua, whic 
has never been equalled, and whiuli probi 
biy will never be surpueed. ConspicuoiiHl 
amongst the rest shone DescarteB and Leil 
nitz, the former of whom bore the sway i 
speculative and natnni philiwophy. TI 
authnrity of tiie metaphyBical systems of h 
daring and fertile mind havinc: succeedci! 1 
the empire which those of Aristotle had pri 
vioual^ oj^ercised, caused his method and h 
works Co be adopted alao in maChematic 
Hence the geometry of Descartes was one c 
tlie firai hooka which Newton read at Can 
bridge. He then studied Kepler's Optics an 
Dr. Wallis'a Arithmetica Infinitorum. Upo 
thia tatter work, it haa been conjectured, thi 
he already began to found the new method c 
infinite eeries and fluxions, which originull 
appeared in Latin, but subsequently bccam 
better known by the transklion of Mr. Colaoi 
publiahed in 1T3G. In the year IGG-l he toe 
the degree of bachelor of arts, and in 1G£ 
that of maator, havini; beeij clouted fellow o 
his college the precedino- year. 

About this period, Newtoji observed> tin 
tJio moat eminent mathematical profeBHora wet 
unremittingly employed in discovering iji 
provements in telescopes ; and he determine 
to throw aside all abstracted speculations, fc 
tiie purpose of engar;ing in thIa more usefi 
study. Doaunrtcd, adopting the commonly r{ 
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Mived opiiii<m that light was homogeneoiUy 
had upon this prindpie first d&ooYered the 
laws of refraction, and had demonstrated that 
the perfecting of telescopes depended on find- 
ing out the way of making the glasses in 
elUptic, parabolic, or hyperbouc figures. New- 
ton Uierefore applied himself to the grindinfir 
of optic glasses of other figures than spherical, 
having no distrust as yet of the homogeneous 
nature of light; but not succeeding to his 
mind, he procured a glass prism, in order to 
try the celebrated phenomena of colors, not 
long before discovered bjr Grimaldi. He was 
much pleased at first with viewing the vivid 
brightness of the colors produced oy this ez- 
penment ; but afler some time, applymg hiin- 
self to consider them with that circumspection 
which was natural to him, he was surprised to 
see them in an oblong form, which, according 
to the received rule of refractions, ought to 
have been circular ; yet at first he thought the 
irregularity might possibly be no more than 
accidental. This was a question he could not 
leave without further satisfaction; he there*- 
fore invented an infallible mode of dociding 
it, and this produced his new theory of light 
and colors ; thereby establishing the principle 
that light was not, as Descartes supposed, ho- 
mogeneous, but heterogeneous, being created 
by a union of rays differently refrangible. 

He was still immersed in this subject when 
the pUgUft broke out, and compelled him to 
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line of oWmh ■iiun, and egyaay tfce pcno4i 
of the ▼aiioos pianetB witk tfiek dhrtMMces fioni 
Ae nm, 1m aflcertained Uuit if «[|^ power liks 
gmv^ letiiaed than in- Ikar c iwuw, Hit 
streniftk of that power must dwieaw is a 
dufriticate piopoition to the diataaee of ifei ••-> 
tion. Sach, in iasae, was the Ibnndathm of 
hb celebrated theoiy ; hot, at the heginmng', 
he was not satisfied with his expe iii na n te, and 
for some time laid aside the idea, hut it was 
afterwards resomed, and gave liae to the trea- 
tise which he jHiblisbed in 1667, under the 
title of * Mathematical Piincijd^ of Natmral 
Philoeophy,' a work which the Maxquesa de 
lHopitu Mid, he regarded as the prodnction 
of a celeelfad intelligence rather than of a man. 
Haying remained in hi9 soUtude for about 
two years, he returned to Cambridge, all fear 
of the plague having subsided ; and in 1669 
he was wpbinted lecturer on optics, in the 
place of Dr. Barrow, who ^nerously retired 
m order to make way for him. Newton then 
endeavored to mature his first residts, and 
was led to a multitude of observations, no less 
admirable from their novelty and impomnce, 
than for the sagacity, address, and method, 
with whieh he perfected and connected them. 
He QompoMd a comj^ete treatise, in which the 
fundaaeatftl properties of light were unfolded, 
estabUflhed, and arranged, by means of ex- 
penment «k»ne, without any admixture of hy- 
potteeig, a novelty at that time almost as 8ur» 
4 



pricing- na those propertieB themaelves. This 
ianiicd the ten of the lectures be be^an in 
Cmnbriilgfl, I6ti!>,when scarcely twenty-seven 
years old ; BJid Uiub it is appaxent, that The 
Method of Flvxioks, Thk Theort of Dni- 

VEKSAi. GftAVITlTlon, lUld tho DECOMPOBt- 

Tiiis OF Light, — the three grand dlBcoveries 
wliich rurm the glory of his life, — -were con- 
ceived in his mind before the completion of 
his twpiity -fourth year. 

Althoujfh the leclnres of Newton on oplica 
must inevitably in the end have given publicity 
to liis liibnri on light, he still refrained frnm 
publisliiiig, wishing probn.bly to reserve tn him- 
eeir liie opportuni^ of adding a ceronlcte 
analysifl of eertajn curimis jffopfrlicB, of which, 
as yet, he bad but a slight glimpse, llwna not 
until two years had elapsed that he made 
Itnoivn some of his reiearches, and ioon aller- 
wards he was induced tn give them publicity. 
In Ifi7] he hud been proposed as a fellow 
(if till.' Knyal Society nf London, and waa elett- 
ed oTi thp I Ith January, lOTJ. In order that he 
niifllit be t|UBlifipd to rocelve tlda distinction, 
1)ii' rulps ol'the society required timt hcihonld 
docliire himself deairoH a uf becoming a fellow; 
ami he cniild not efffct that end in a manner 
more horjorablc to ijinisclf, and ri^apectilil to 
the soc'ioty, than by trajiBniitting to them some 
coinnnmication of a soiontific and original 
nature. Accordingly, he forwurded to them a 
dcicriplion of anew arrangement for reflecting 
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txiesco^em ; but, in regard to this onNmtioii, 
Newton was not aware that he had been an- 
ticipated by Gregory, the Scotch mathe- 
matician, and by Cassegrain, a Frenchman: 
nevertheless, the presentation of the model 
made a great impression among the members 
of the society in &¥or of Newton ; and the 
close of the letter which he wrote to the so- 
ciety on tliis occasion, k strongly indicative 
of the modest and unassuming character of 
the great philosof^r. << I am very sensible," 
says he, ^ of the honor done me by the Bishop 
of Sanun, in proposimr me a candidate, and 
which I hope will be nirthe; conferred upon 
me 1^ my election into the society ; and if so, 
I shall endecvor to testify my gratitude by 
communicating what my poor and «ol^ary en- 
deavors can effect towards the promoting phi- 
losophical designs." 

Newton now deyoted himself almost exclu- 
sively to the composition of his Principles, which 
were sent from the press, in 1687, under the 
title of PkUosopkuB JSTcUuralis Piinci]^ MaJOi- 
emaiica. This was indeed a work mighty and 
profound, but one which was at first neither 
well received nor understood, }.% was an ab- 
struse labor, requiring the deepest study from 
the most scientific ; and even now Uiat it has 
been ably explained, and, in a manner, amply 
paraphrased, is far from intelligible to ordinary 
understandings. The argumentation is by no 
meaai penpicuous and consecutive ; the schol 



ar 19 aided by notbing like that simple ord 
wliich dc^lights bo much in Euclid. T 
Principia Bie not arranged according to t 
logical prccisenesB of definition, uieore 
and corollary, but are to bo comprehend 
and maatered by Btody, deep and lonjf, patie 
comporisoti, uid originKl application. To p< 
Bess himself fidly of the genius of Newtr 
is an enterprise for which a man must brii 
n-itli him no mean talent of his oim. Of t 
opinions which were provoked by such a mc 
of profound thought and immense penetratit 
one anecdote may supply an idea. The Mi 
queas do I'Hopital, iiiniself a skilful matlien 
tictan, is said, speaking of the work, to ha 
asked an Englishman, "Does Monsieur Ne 
ton cat, drink, and deep like other mnrtal 
To me ho appears a eeleutiol genius, entire 
disengaged from matter." 

The same year in which the ' Principia' we 
published, the privileges of the university 
Cambridge were attacked by King James I 
who sent a mandamus to admit Francis, 
ignorant monk, to the degree of M. A. it 
Newton was on this occasion one of ita uk 
zealous defender, aod was nominated one ' 
the delegates'of that university to the coi 
of the high comnuieioners. In the followii 
year he was chosen one of their membera I 
the convention parliament, in which be sat t 
il was disaolvod. In 1(&S, Mr. Montague, tb 
chancellor of the exchequer, and aftenrar 
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•ill of Haliftx, obtained ftf him the office of 
warden of the mint, in which en^yment lie 
was of signal service, when tiie money Was 
ealled in to be re-coined : three years after- 
wards he was appointed master of the mint, a 
place of very considerableprofit, which he 
held tiU his death. In 1609 he was elected 
one o£ the members of the Royal Aoademy 
of Sciences at Paris. 

His constant occupation at Cambridge was 
the investigation into the important phenomena 
of nature ; and alonff with the stndy of chro- 
nology and history, they were the only relaxar 
tion he allowed himself when fatigued with 
his mathematical studies. He had constructed 
a small laboratory for prosecuting such pur- 
suits; and it appears uiat, in the years im- 
mediately following the publication of the 
< Principia,' he devoted almost his whole time 
to them. But a disastrous accident deprived 
him in an instant of the fruits of so much labor, 
and lost them to science for ever. He had a 
Ikvorite little dog, called Diamond. One win- 
ter's morning, while attending early service, 
he inadvertently left this dog shut up in his 
room, and on returning from d^fpel, he found 
that the animal, by upsetting ft taper on his 
desk, had set fire to the papers on which he 
had written down his experiments ; and thus 
he saw before him the labors of so many years 
reduced to ashes. It is said Ihat, on fini per* 
cming this great loss, he contented himaelf 
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by exclaiming, " Oh Diamond ! Diamond ! thou 
tittle knowegt the mischief thou hast done." 
The grirf ciiiscd by thb circumstance, and 
which reflection niitst have augmented, had 
a very visible effect upon his healtli, and for 
some time impaired liia under8ta.nding. Of 
hie mental abstraction in geiicni, and hia in- 
difiVrfiiice to the common coureeof tliiogB, the 
ment iiitiiiNing anecdotes are recited. He would 
somotimcs rise at hia usual hour, but ait think- 
ing for lialf the day on the aide of Jiis bed, 
with his clothes half on. Superior, in a man' 
ner, to tiie wauta of naturo, he has been known, 
whou occupied with an idea, to abstsin for a 
whole (loy from food ; and at other times, 
whcii he did obey the summonB to a meal, he 
would Kit down tii the table, but, fiirgetling 
what ho came for, leave Uji; dislify uiilouclicd 
before him for houra together. An extraor- 
dinary instance of his mental abstraction ia 
related, that being once seated by tlie side of 
a lady to whom he was attached, whilst he was 
smoking a pipe, he sank suddenly into a fit of 
musing, and taking the band of uis inamorata, 
he actually converted her fore-finger into a 
tobacco-stoppfr. 
In 1705, QueeD Anne distinguished him by 

C'cular notice, and conferred on him the 
r of knighthood ; but his peace was soon 
afterwards disturbed by a owitroversy highly 
unpleasant to him. M. Leibnitx had, since IM 
yeu 1684, endeavored t« impresa the vwld 
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with the persuasion that Newton had honowed 
the Method of Fluxions, from his differential 
method : when, therefore, our illustrious coun- 
tzyman laid claim to his own discovery, it led 
to much altercation ; hut the learned world in 
general decided in favor of Newton. In the 
year 1715, M. Leihnitz attempted to baffle 
Sir Isaac Newtoa's mathematical skill bv his 
famous problem of the trajectories, which he 
proposed to the English by way of challenge ; 
but although it was the most difficult proposi- 
tion which his ingenuity was able to devise, 
the solution of it proved scarcely more than an 
amusement to Newton. This problem was 
received by him at four o'clock in the afteff>- 
noon, as he was returning from thb mint, and, 
although he was extremely fatigued with busi- 
ness, he finished the solution of it before he 
retired to bed. 

On the accession of George I. to the British 
throne, Sir Isaac Newton was particularly 
distinguished at court. The Princess Caroline 
of Wales, afterwards Queen Consort of Eng- 
land, used frequently to propose questions to 
him ; and it was her general boast, that she 
was bom in the same age as Newton. It was 
to this princess that he communicated the 
manuscript of a chronological woiic, which he 
had composed for his private satisfaction, but 
with no intention of publication. Her royal 
highness, however, thinking highly of the |)«p- 
formancei and being anxious to extend liii 



reputation of Newton, permitted a copy to bo 
taken, which was aoon afterwards surreptitiouB- 
ly printed at Paiia, with the name of another 
author. The man who p-crpctroted this daring 
piracy «U3 the Abbt Conti, and he had the 
coniiiience to justity his conduct, hy pretend- 
ing' thai some altemtiona whicli he introduced 
msteriully improved the volume. A literary 
dispute wa9 excited by tlie circumstance, which 
raged with Borae violenco ; and, tlioush it 
greatly mortified Newton, finally eetablialied 
bia right to the worli. 

This great and illustrioue man enjoyed n 
settled state of health to the age of eighty, 
when he began to be aSIicted with the stone, 
at which IJme the lit3 of pain were so intense, 
tliat large drupa of pcrapiration wimld run 
down hia face while they lasted ; yet he never 
uttered the least complaint, nor expressed the 
smallest degree of impatience, but, a» soon na 
the paroxysm censed, he would smile and talh 
with his usual cheerfulness. He had the per- 
fect use of all his senses and understanding 
tilt the day before he died, which was on the 
80th March, 1727, at the age of eighly.fiTe. 
His obsequies were solemnized with consider- 
able piimp ; the body luy in state at tlie Jeru- 
salem Chamber, and was escorted into West- 
minster Abbey by a long »train of exalted 
sitmirera, among-st whom, two dukes and three 
earls supported tlie pall ; the former were the 
dukes of Montrose and Roxburgh ; the latter. 
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the eails of Pembroke, Sussex, and Maccles- 
field. The corpse was interred at the entrance 
into the choir, where a noble monument is 
erected to his memory. 

Sir Isaac was of middling stature, and, in 
the latter part of his life, inclined to be stout. 
His countenance was pleasing, and, at the 
same time, venerable. He was a great lover 
of peace, and would rather have chosen to 
remain in obscurity, than to have the calm 
of life ruffled by those storms and disputes 
which genius and learning commonly bring 
on those who are peculiarly eminent for them. 
His genius was not more remarkable than his 
humuity. If any friend hinted the extraordina- 
ry nature of his discoveries, he would say, that 
if he had done the world any service, it was by 
industry and patient thought, rather than by 
any extraordinary sagacity. It has also been 
observed, that he never talked either of him- 
self or others, nor ever behaved in such a 
manner as to give any reason to suspect him 
of vanity. He was never married, not, as 
Fontenelle says, ever having had leisure to 
think of it. He writes of himself as follows : 
" I know not what the world will think of my 
labors, but to myself it seems that I have been 
but as a child playing on the sea-shore ; now 
finding some pebble rather more polished, and 
now some shell rather more agreeably varie- 
gated, than another, while the immense ocean 
oftrvih extended itaelf uneamhred before me.** 
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JOHN BENBQW. 

It has often been remarked, tint Britidli 
seamen are distinguished for a species of 
eccentricity peculiar to themselves 4 among 
the number of instances that' might be 
adduced to justify this observation, is to be 
ranked that meritorious officer Admiral Ben- 
bow. , 

He was descended fir€Hi a very req>ectable 
family in the countv of Salop, and bom in 
1650 ; his uncle, Thomas Benbow^ ^^•^ <uid 
his father, John Benbow, Esq.^ possessed modern 
ate estates in that county. On the rupture 
between Charles and his parliament, these two 
brothers were among the first to venture their 
lives in the royal cause, and .they were both 
colonels in the king's army. The two Ben- 
bows greatly impaired their fortunes by their 
adherence to this prince, whose distresses did 
not shake their loyalty ; for when Charles II. 
attempted to regain the crown, they were very 
active in his cause. In the well-known battle 
of Worcester they were both made prisoners ; 
Thomas was found guilty of being in the kins's 
service, and was shot at Shrewsbury, on ue 
19th of October, 1653. John, however, con- 
trived to make his escape, and concealed him- 
self till afler the restoration, when he obtained 
a small appointment in the tower, very inade- 
quate to his sufferings and deserts, and which 
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was barely sufficient for the scantj support of 
himself and family. 

His son John, the subject of the present 
article, was bred to the sea, and brought up 
in the merchant's service ; the cause of his 
introduction into the royal navy was not the 
least remarkable circumstance of his life. The 
particulars of this circimistance^ related by 
Campbell, are as follow : 

Bcnbow was master of a vessel in the Medi- 
terranean trade, when, in 1686, he was attacked 
in his passage to Cadiz bv a Sallee rover, 
against whom he defended himself, though 
very unequal in the number of men, with the 
utmost bravery, till at last the Moors boarded 
him, but were quickly beat out of his ship 
again, with the loss of thirteen men, whose 
heads Captain Benbow ordered to be cut off 
and tlirown into a tub of pork-pickle. When 
he arrived at Cadiz, he went ashore, and 
ordered his negro servant to follow him with 
the Moors' heads in a sack ; he had scarcely 
landed before the officers of the revenue in- 
quired of his servant what he had in his sack ; 
the captain replied, salt provisions for his own 
use. "That may be," answered the officers, " but 
we must insist upon seeing them." Captain 
Benbow alleged, Uiat he was no stranger there ; 
that he did not use to run goods ; and pretend- 
ed to take it very ill that he was suspected. 
The officers told him that the magistrates 
were sitting not far off, and that if they were 
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satisfied with his word, his servant nuffht cany 
the provisions where he pleased ; hut tfant 
otherwise it was not in ^heur power to gtant 
any such dispensation. 

The captain consentei to the proposal, and 
away they marched to tli^ custom-hooae, Mr. 
Benhow in the fixtnt, his man in the centre, 
and the officers in the rear. The magistrates, 
when he came before them, treated Captain 
Benbow with the greatest civility, told him 
thev were sony to make a point of such a 
trine, but that since he had reftased to show 
the contents of his sack to their i^cers, the 
nature of their employment obliged them to 
demand a sight of them, and 3iat as they 
doubted not they were salt provisions, the 
showing of them could be of no mat conse-* 
quence one way or the other. "I told yoOf" 
said the captain, sternly, ** they were salt pro- 
visions for my own use ; Cesar, throw them 
down upon the table ; and, gentlemen, i^ you 
like them, they are at your service." The 
Spaniards were exceedingly struck at the sigh 
of the Moors' heads, ana no less astonished a 
the account of the captain's adventure, wh< 
with so small a force, had been able to defe 
such a number of barbarians. The gallant 
of this action being reported to Charles 
of Spain, he invited the captain to court, wh 
he was respectfully received, and dismll 
with a handsome present. His Catholic jobv 
also wrote a letter of recommendation to J 
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loiet, who, on the captein*^ rstum, f«?e him 
in appoialBieiit in the navy. 

After the revolntieii he eminently distin- 
j^niglMd himself hy several snccessfu cioieee 
m the Channel, wherot he was employed at the 
request of the ioaiiahants ; and not only did 
his duty hy protectin|r the trade and annoying 
the enemy, but was also remarkably careful in 
examining the Freneh {K»ts, gaininjf mtelli- 
gence, and projecting schemes for disturbing 
ue French commerce, and securing our own. 
For this reason he was generally chosen to com* 
mand the squadrons employed in bombarding 
the French ports, in all which expodMons he 
displayed an equal share of bravery and con- 
duct, being always present in his boat, as well 
to encourage as to instruct the seamen and 
engineers. His valor and activity soon pro- 
cured him a promotion to a flag. 

When it was resolved, in 1701, to send a 
squadron to the West Indies, Benbow was 
mentioned to Kinff William as a fit officer to 
command it; but nis majesty observed, that 
Benbow was only just returned from that sta- 
tion, wlmre he had met with nothing but diffi- 
culties, and that it was reasonable some other 
officer should take his turn ; some othera wore 
accordingly proposed, but either their health 
or their affiiurs were so deranged, that they 
most earnestly desired to be excused. " Well 
then," said we king jocosely to some of Jiis 
ministers, ^ I find we must spare our beaux. 



and send lionest BenhoT." Hiti majeaty Uiere- 
furi^ EiMil for hini, and asked him whether he 
wnfl willing- to go to the West Indies, asaurine 
him, that if he had any objection, he wuuld 
not take it at all amiss if he desired to be 
excused. The gallant adrQiral bluntly replied, 
that he did not uuderataiid such compliments, 
that he bad no right to choose liis station, but 
he would cbeertully execute hie niojcBty's or- 
dcra to whalaver quarter be might think proper 

Bcnbow was accordingly appointed to the 
coiiiiiiand of tlio West India squadron, and, 
soon after his arrival on that sffition, fell in 
witJi the French admiral Du Cost?, near Suttn 
Martha, on tlie coast of Spaniab America. 
On die 24th of August, I70i, he brought the 
enemy to action, and during the engagement, 
in widcli he was shameiully deserted by 
Home of his captnins, the gallant admiral'^ 
right log was ahttttered by a chain shot. He 
was carried from the deck to be dressed, 
and while the surgeon was performing- the 
operation, one of his lieutenanta expressed 
OTeat concern for the unfortunate aaeidenL 
"T am sorry for it too," replied the intrepid 
Benbow, "but I would rather have lost them 
botli, than have seen this dishonor brought (w 
the English nation ; but, do youhettr,'if uoAer 
ahot should take me off, behave tike brave meii, 
and fight it out." He then ordered iuniMir. 
to be carried up, and piabaA with lUs cMde flkf 






the quarter-deck, where W coBtinaed giving 
liis orders. * 

The fight'WtB continued till night, and next 
morning the admiral aent to the cajptains of 
the ah$s under his command, deairmg them 
to keep their line, and behave like men; upon 
which Captain Kirbr of ttfe Defiance, went on 
board die admiral, wid told hun that he had 
better desist, the French were very strong, 
and from what had passed, he might guess 
that he could make nothing of it. Benbow, 
not a little sui^rised at this language^ calmly 
replied, that this was only one man's opinion, 
and immediately made the signal for the other 
captains to come on Jboard ; to his no small 
mortification, however, they all concurred with 
Kirby, and, together with him, signed a paper, 
purporting that nothing more could be done. 
Being thus deserted by his officers, the brave 
admiral was obliged to desist from the pursuit 
of the enen^, and returned to Jamaica, though 
he could not forbear declaring publicly, that 
it was contrary to his own judgment, to the 
prejudice of the service, and the greatest dis- 
honor that ever happened to the English navy. 

The French admiral, on his arrival at Car- 
thagona, sent Benbow the following letter, 
which proves the little prospect he had of 

escralng: 

*< Sntf— I had little hopes on Monday last but 
to hav6 supped in your cabin ; it pleased God 
to <vder it ^erwise, and I am thankful for it 
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As for tJiose cowardly captaina, who deserted 
yuM, hang them up, for.hy God, they deserve it 
Youra, Dc CisaE." 
Benbow havino; reached Jamaica, was there 
joined hy rear-samiral Whetstone, and indig- 
lunl. nt the conduct of his captains, be issued 
a comiiiigsion to that officer to assemble atourt- 
mnrtial fur their trial. Ciptttios Kirby and 
CiiUBtublo were tried first; the former being 
Convicted of cowardice, breach of orders, and 
npsilect of duty, was condenined to be ahot ; 
Conatable was convicted on the two latter 
/ charges, and sentenced to he cashiered and 
imprisoned. Captain Wade waa convicted on 
the Bame charge as Kirby, in addition to which, 
it was proved, that ho was drunk during the 
whole of tbe action ; Captain Hudson died a 
few Jnys hoforo the trial commencDd, and tliun 
escaped the ignominious fate of his associates. 
Captain Vincent, of the Falmouth, and Captun 
Fog, of tlie admiral's ship, the Breda, were 
also tried for having, by Kirby'a persuasion, 
signed a paper, purporting that they would not 
fight under Benbow's command ; this wu 

E roved ; but as the admiral testified that they 
ehaved with gallantry during the action, the 
court mitigated their sentence, but for the take 
of discipline, they were suspended till the lord 
hi^h admiral's pleasure should be known. The 
boisterous manners of Benbow, who wu a 
rough seaman, but ramarltably brave, h 
and experienced, had produced this ir" 
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confederacy, in which Captain Walton, of the 
Ruby, while heated with the fimiea of intoxica- 
tion, had also joined ; but he afterwards re- 
nounced the engagement, and fought with the 
greatest intrepidity till his ship was disabled. 

Kirby and Wade were sent home in the 
Bristol ; great interest was mad9 to the queen 
in their favor^ but td» wi pu^rpose ; warrants for 
their immediate execution was sent to all the 
ports, and the/ were accordingly shot on the 
16rh of April, 1703, the same £iy they anived 
at Plymouth. 

As for Benbow, his health continued to de« 
cline, principally from the chagrin occarioned 
by tins miscarxiage, and, on the 4th of Noveift* 
ber, 1702, he expired. 

Benbow was one of those officers whom the 
tars have been ]:emarkab]y fopd of claiminjp 
as their own. He .ajofd his contemporary. Sir 
Cloudesley Shovel, were, indeed, deserved fk* 
vorites with them ; they were boUi sailors, rose 
bv being sailors, and Were more prdud of that 
character than of their flags ; by a long course 
of obedience they learned to command, and 
directed those who served under them as much 
by their example as by their orders ; and though 
they were highly distinguished in their pro- 
fession, yet, after many years' employment, 
they left behind them small fortunes, but great 
reputations. 

5 
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CHARLES PRICE, 

Alias the Social 'Monster, was de8eeii4e^ 

from a salesman in Monmouth StreeU 

The father, presaging, perhaps, that his son 
Charles was designed to make a eonspicnoos 
figure in the world, placed him nnaer the 
tuition of a French teacher. Bttt. at that euly 
period, he ^ave many prooft of those great 
talents, which . afterwards rendered him se 
eminent ; for, stealing a strip of old jfdd lacr 
from the shop, he artfully dressed hunself in 
his brother's clothes, and sold it to a Jew ; in 
consequence of which, the robbery was afteN. 
wards fixed on the innocent youui, for which 
he suffered a severe flagellation. We can- 
not, however, progressively give a detail of all 
Uie villanies which are placed to the account 
of oar hero, as some are not perfectly ascer- 
tdned, and others are not sufficiently interest- 
tn^r. In the engraved likeness, with which 
this article is embellished, he is represented 
in the character of a gentleman, a part which 
he often performed with considerable success. 
At the age of twenty-five, h< had been a 
barker in Monmouth Street ; servant to a hatter 
and hosier in St. James's Street ; clerk to a city 
merchant, of extensive foreign connections ; 
and engaged in the same capacity to a diamond 
merchant in Amsterdam, whose daughter he 
debauched ; and, lastly^ manager to the gentle- 



CHARLES PRICE. 07 

man who conducted his majesty's small beer 
brewery at Weovil, in Hampshire. At inter- 
vals, this great man sometimes engaged in 
lottery oflSces, and at others in advertising for 
wives with such and such fortunes, qualifica- 
tions, dZ/C, and thus obtaining considerable 
sums from unthinking youth, to procure them 
what never existed but in idea. But this 
hero's grand and most successful scheme was 
to appear in different characters to one person, 
by which means the injured party, more than 
once, employed Mr. Price, to detect Mr. Patch, 
for in this latter habit, he generall3rplaced a 
black patch over one of his eyes. Thus dis- 
guised, he is said to have actually received 
money from the bank directors, in order to 
discover himself. Having, under tlie name of 
WUiiwt, paid Mr. Spilsbury for soma medicineu 
(and received tlie change) with a forged note, 
that gentleman one day related the circum- 
stance at the Percy coffee-house, in the pres- 
ence of the culprit, who kept fr quently crying 
out, "Lack a day ! Good God ! who could con- 
ceive sach knavery could exist ! What, did 
the bank refuse payment, sir?" "O yes," said 
Mr. Spilsbury, " and yet the bills were so in- 
imitably well done, that the nicest judges 
could not distinguish them I" " Good God ! 
lack a day !" said Price, " he must have been 
an ingenious villain! What a complete old 
scoundrel !" Price had often been at the shop 
of a Mr. Roberts, grocer, in Oxford Street. 
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Here he now and then bought a few article% 
and took many opportunities of showing hiir 
importance. One day he called there ia a 
hackney coach, disguised as an old man, and 
bought some few things. In a day or two •£• 
tcrwards he repeated his visit ; and on a third 
day, when he knew Mr. Roberts wa» from- 
home, he went again, with his face so painted^ 
that he seemed diseased with the yeDow jann* 
dice. The shopman, to whom he enumerated 
his complaints, gave him a prescription for that 
disorder, such as had cured his father of it. 
Price gladly accepted of the receipt, promising 
that if it succeeded, he would very liberally 
reward him for his civility. In a few days, 
he called again, when he appeared perfectly 
free from the complaint, and acknowledged his 
great obligations to the shopman, to whom, 
after he had expatiated on his affluent circum- 
stances, the short time ■ he had to live in the 
world, and the few relations he had to leave 
any thing to, he made a present of a ten pound 
bank note. The reader need not be told it 
was a counterfeit one ; but, at the same time, 
he said, that he wanted cash for another, which 
was a fifty pound note, and the obliging shop- 
man got change for it of an opposite neigh- 
bor. The next day, in Mr. Roberts's absence, 
he called again, and entreated the lad to get 
five other fifty pound notes changed for smiall 
ones ; who, telling him his master was not in 
the way, Ptke begged he would- take them to. 
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his master's baiiker, and there get them chang- 
ed. This request the servant complied wm. 
The bankers, Hariey, Burclftll, and Co. com- 
plied with Mr. Roberts's 8uppo|pd request, 
changed them without suspicioii; and small 
notes were that day given for ^em to Mr. 
Price. Having found out a fit object to practise 
his deceptions on in the person of Mr. £.,who 
was an eminent merchant in the city ; and 
having traced his connections at Amsterdam, 
even to the obtaining a letter which came 
from a merchant there to Mr, E. ; he began 
his attack on that gentleman as follows ; accost- 
ed him on the 'Change in another disguised 
character, and told him, that he had received 
a letter from a correspondent of theirs at Am-' 
sterdam, whose name he mentioned, which 
informed him that a person of the name of 
Trevors, who frequented the 'Change, had de- 
frauded the Dutch merchant out of one thou- 
sand pounds, and that the latter requested Mr. 
E.'s assistance in the recovery of the whole, 
or any part of it He could get. Having thus 
opened the business, he Uien produced the 
letter to Mr. E., who, having read it, did not 
entertain the least suspicion but it was the 
hand- writing of his Amsterdam correspondent : 
he, therefore, offered his assistance most readi- 
ly ,^ in any plan that might be pursued to favor 
Ms Dutch friend. After thus paving tb^ way, 
he began to advise Mt» E. how to manage the 
matter* "To-morrbw," said Price, •* Trevors, 
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moat likely, will be upon 'Cbaiige ; ho alvBja 
frequents the Dutch walk, and is dresBisd in B 
red flurtout, with n white wig; ho has nlao 
square toeil shoes, itnd very small bucklea. 
Your best way wiU be to accost him, get into 
a conversfttion with biro, introduce the mer- 
cantile affairs of Amsterdam, and, by pretend- 
ing tliat he can be of service to you, invite 
him home to diiuier. You may then mention 
the business, show him the letter, and inform 
him, tliat, uijeaa he refunds the whole, or port 
of the money, immediately, you will expose 
the matter to the merchanta. By such a step, 
you [ntiy, probably, procure & return of the 
{;rcater part of tlie property, as he is rich, and 
lias always cash or notes about him, and will 
rather pay, thnn he exposed." Mr. E. highly 
a|iprovcd of this plan, and was very much 
pleased with an opportunity of doiujf, as he 
thought, mich an essential service to bis Dutch 
friend. The next day appeared our hero on 
the Dutch walk, and in the dress he had bo 
minutely described the day bofore. Mr. E. 
followed the advice he had received ; the result 
of which was, an invitation to dinner, and an 
Bccnptancc on the part of our great man. 
When the cloth was removed, 6iid the family 
retired from table, Mr. E. begged tu open to 
Mr. Trevors, in as delicate a manner as he 
could, llio purpose of the invitation. Our hero 
acknowladgQd the chajee in part, affected 
great reraurae, declared nis intention was to 
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pay, begged he might not be exposed on 
'Change, and offered to pay five hundred pounds 
down, if Mr. E. would bury the matter in ob« 
livion. This being readily promised on Mr. 
E.'s part, Mr. Trevors then produced a thou- 
sand pound note, which he said he would give 
to Mr. £. if the latter would return (o him the 
other moiety. Not having sufficient cash and 
notes in the house, Mr. E. gave him a drafl 
for five hundred pounds on his banker, soon 
after which our hero took his leave. .The 
next morning Mr. E. discovered that the 
thousand pound note he had received was a 
forged one, and ran tathe bankers to stop the 
payment of his draft ; but, unfortunately, too 
late ; for a porter, who seemed to have been 
followed by a tall, thin woman into the banking 
house, had obtained notes for the draft four 
hours before Mr. E.'s appliipation to stop pay- 
ment. The depredations of this monster oi> 
society, amounted in the whole to upwards 
of one hundred thousand pounds ; and yet, 
before he hung himself in Tothill Fields prison*, 
he wrote a letter to a gentleman whom he had 
defirauded of more than two thousand pounds, 
recommending his wife and eight children 
to his protection. Price's disbursements must 
either have been great, or the prudence of his 
female coadjutor excessive ; for at her lodgings 
were fixed all tlie apparatus for manufaxsturing 
the paper, and printing bank notes ; the plates 
£>r which were also engraved by this iogenioiui 
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villain. Bein^ thus popermalLery eniflyiMiil^ 
printer, and circulator, we need not M ih|»> 
prised that he contrived to am out ezisleDet 
to the age aClfifly-five;^ttt;7e«n of iHdeh 
were passed in hostili^es agahurt* tiie. Innk 
directors, whose emoluments by fim, 4il^ 
wreck, and oAer accidents, Mr. Pnce conceiT- 
ed were mtKh too enormous. 
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The late Baron d'Aguilar may justly be 
classed among the most singular characters 
of the age in which he lived. " The elements 
were so mixed up in him," as to form a truly 
extraordinary combination of vice and virtue ; 
of misanthropy and benevolence ; of meanness 
and integrity ; of avarice and liberality ; of 
pride and humility ; of cruelty and kindness : 
courted during the earlv part of his life in the 
walks of elegance ana fashion, he rendered 
himself despised toward the conclusion of it 
by his meanness and degeneracy. 

Ephraim Lopet Pereira d'Aguilar, descended 
of Jewish parents, was born abo|it the year 
1740, at Vienna ; his father was a native of 
Portugal, but, in 1722, quitted that country on 
account of his religion, and went to England. 



In 1786 he went to Vienna, where he sabmit- 
ted to the impeiial court pioposak for fanning 
the duties on tofajpicco and snoC In this under- 
taking he was so soaseasful, that-f^ afterwards 
became not only a confident of the empress 
Maria Theresa, but was appointed her cashier. 
About the year 1756 he returned toj&igland 
with a family of twelve children, andpn 1759, 
died, very rich, leaving his title to his eldest 
son, the late baron, and the subject of these 
pages. * 

In 1758 the banm was naturalized, and mar- 
ried the daughter of the late Moses Mendes 
da Costa, £^^ ^"f^^iftl^ fortune was stated, by 
report, at one hi£dred andt fifty thousand 
pounds, which was settled on her previous to 
marriage. By this lady the baron had two 
daughters, both of whom were living at his 
death, and inherited his large property. 

Having been left a widower in 1763, the 
baron a few ^ears afterwards married the 
widow of Benjamin Mendes da Costa, Esq., 
who likewiso brought him a considerable for- 
tune. During his first, and for some time idler 
his second marriage, the baxon lived in the 
highest style of fashion, in Broad fiftreet build- 
ings, being extensively engaged in mercantile 
pursuits, apd keeping seteiil carriages, and 
upwards of twenty servants. But on the com- 
mencement of the American war^ having lost 
an estate of fifteen thousand acres on that 
continent, this and other lossesi together with 
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domestic disagreements, induced him tg 
his plan of living. On the expiration i 
lease he removed from Broad Street boiU 
renounced the chaxnctefpi ajrentlemaj 
came rude, 8lov<3nly, careless ofnis oerso 
conduct, totally withdrawing hnnself fto 
family connections and the society of thi 
world. * 

This alteration in the manners and tc 
of the baron led to a separation from his 
who fortunately possessed an independei 
come. Though he had quitted his el 
mansion, he had still abundant choice of 
dence. He had a fiel^joid two hous 
Bethnal Green, which he kept shut up, 1 
filled with rich furniture, laid by aite 
seclusion from the world and from his fi 
A large house at Twickenham, formerl 
country retreat, was also kept shut up, a 
the same predicament was another o 
country-seats at Sydenham ; in additi< 
these, he purchased a town-house in Sh 
bury Place, Aldersgate Street, where he 
erally slept, and the lease of another in 
den Street, Islington, together with 
ground close to the new river, which he 
verted into a farm-yard. 

Having relinquished the pursuits of a gi 
man, the baron took it into his head to 
those of a farmer ; but his farming specuh 
he carried on in a manner peculiar to hin 
his farm-yard at Islington was a real cur 



UAMov s'AotnxiAm. 7$ 

of the kind ; from the state in which the cattle 
were kept it received the characteristic appel- 
lation of the " Starvation Farm-yard !"- These 
wretched animals, exhihitinff the appearance 
of mere skin and bone, might be seen amidst 
heaps of dung and filth,. some just ready to 
expire, and some not yet reduced so iow, prey^ 
ing upon others ; his hogs wdlld ol^n make 
free with his ducks and poultry, for, though 
brought up a Jew, the baron had always plenty 
of pork and bacon for his ^own consumption. 
The miserable situation of these animals, doom- 
ed to this state of living death, frequently 
excited the indignation of passengers, who 
would often assemble in crowds to hoot and 
pelt the baron, who generally appeared in a 
very mean and dirty dress ; he never replied 
or took any notice of these unpleasant saluta- 
tions, but availed himself of the first opportu- 
nity to make good his retreat It is unknown 
for what purpose he kept the cattle, unless 
it were for amusement, as he derived from 
them little or no emolument ; the only reason 
he ever assigned for stinting them to such 
a scanty allowance of food was, that they 
might know their master, for, it should be ob- 
served, that he was very fond of homage. 

After his removal to Islington, he would 
either feed the hogs, cows, ana fowls himself, 
or stand by while they were fed, conceiving 
that nothing could be properly done unless he 
wp'^ "iresent * his cows he used sometimes to 



send irom Uie Stirvntion Yard to his field nt 
Bethnol Green to grosB, scadin? aBervant tbat 
distance to mjlk thfim ; hnre bia cuttle in tho 
winter time were abBolutcly pcriBhing, and 
retiler than sell any he wiiuli} suffer t£cin to 
die, one after Bnother, for want. In all caaee 
of this kind, the man whom he empluyed to 
look after theBi waa ordered to bury the car- 
cass : once, however, he ventured to transgress 
this injunction, and sold t!te flesh of n. starved 
calf to a dealer in dog's meat ; this circum- 
Btoni^e comins to the kuoir ledge of the boron, 
he sent to the fellow, and charged him with 
selling his property ; he confessed that he had 
sold UiG calf nr one shilling nnd ten pence, 
which the bsron deducted from his wages, sniJ 
then discharged him from hie service. Not- 
withatoniling this apparent moanaess, he never 
wouLd claim his large property in Americn, 
nor would he suffer any other person to inter- 
fei^ in the business : he was not destitute 
of charity, for Jjia contributions lo the poor 
were manifold and secret ; lie wa^ also u liberal 
patron of public inetitiitiona, and though his 
cattle attested that he did not alweja feed the 
hungry, yet ho was seldom backward at cloth- 
ing the naked, frequently inviting home ragged 
tuid distressed females, for whom he provided 
comfortable garments. He has been known 
to take into his houses fatherless children, 
whom he occasionall; made his servants, in- 
creasing their wages with theic years : so hi 
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his conduct might have excited tiie emulation 
of the Christian ; but what followed disgraced 
the character of man — too often treachery was 
concealed beneath the mask of benevolence, 
and the hapless orphan found a deceiver in her 
supposed benefactor. 

After a separation of twenty years, the baron 
called one day to see his wife ; a partial recon- 
ciliation was effected, an'd after repeated visits 
he took up his abode entirely at her house ; 
no sooner had he established himself there, 
than he began in the most arbitrary manner to 
enforce his authority over the servants, and at 
length to treat the lady herself with a rigor 
she could not endure. She found an oppor- 
tunity of quitting him and repairing to her 
relations at Hackney, and by their advice insti- 
tuted legal proceedings against her husband. 
The baron was present in the court of^ king's 
bench, and calmly listened to the whole of the 
trial, to the great astonishment of the court, 
who not only decided unanimously in favor 
of the lady, but declared that he must be 
hardened in the extreme to show his face upon 
the occasion ; but he contrived to render him- 
self still more conspicuous, for at the conclu- 
sion, he boldly advanced to petition the court 
that the costs might be equally divided between 
him and his wife ; " Pray, gentlemen," said he, 
" make her pay half the expenses, for I am a 
very poor man, and it would be cruelty to 
distress me." 
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The poor boron survived his wife biz or 
sevtD yeara, uid died io Much 1802, leaving 
property cetimaled at upwnrdaofacO^OOOJ. Hi^ 
illoess, an inDsnuuation of the Wwels, lasted 
seventeen days, during nliii h be had a doctor, 
Khom tiii would not ^mit inlo hta pieaence, 
but Bent liim hi« urine every day, accompanied 
Willi n guinea for his fee. Nol withstanding 
the sf-vr.-rity of the weather, and his dnngeroua 
BLtuation, he would allow no fire in his house. 
ills youngest daughter sent aeverol times in 
hifi last inoinents requesting permiasion to see 
lii[n ; but with dreadful imprecations, to whicli 
be was itiiich addicted, he declared she should 
never enter his presence. 

The baron's larj^ stock of goods was sold 
by siic;ti(in ufler his death. Hia lean cattle 
fetched ViSl ; bis diamonds were valued at 
'■iO,i)OOl., and liis plate amounted to 7 cwt. 
Anioni' Ilia effects were found forty-two bsifs 
of cocTiineal, and twelve of indigo, worth to- 
gelJier lO.OUW. These articlps he had pur- 

BpecuJation, ana had hoarded, resolving never 
to part with them till he could have a ifeali^le 
piofiL 
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It is matter of just regret that Mr. Day 
left behind him no friend able or willing to 
present the public with a complete account of 
his life. The particulais which haye been 
given concerning this original and truly ec- 
centric character seem to justify the presump- 
tion that such^ narratiye would haye afS)rded 
equal instruction and entertainment. From 
such scan^ materials as can be procured, the 
following racts tire gleaned ; but jjostice obliges 
the compiler to ac&owledge, that, for most of 
them, he is indebted ta the interesting abcoont 
of Mr. Day, given by the ingenious Miss 
Seward, in her '' Memoirs of the Life of Dr. 
Darwin." 

Thomas Day was bom in London in 1748. 
He was educated at the Charter House, and 
from that institution was removed to Corpus 
Christi College, Oxford. His father £ed 
during his infancy, leaving him an estate of 
twelve hundred pounds per annum. Soon 
after that event Mrs. Day married a gentleman 
of the name of Phillips, one of those ordinary 
characters who seek to supply an inherent 
want of consequence by an officious interfer- 
ence in circumstances with which they have 
no real concern. Mrs. Phillips, with a jointure 
of tluree hundred pounds a year out of her 
son's estate, had been lefl his guardian, in con* 



Being herself under tha influence of 
her Iiiisband, tlic domestic situation of Jier eon, 
a yciuUi of liigh spirit and no common genius, 
waa often rendered extremely uncomfortable. 
It may cosily be siippuaed that he impatiently 
brooked the troublesome authority of a man 
whom he despised, and who hod aa claim upon 
his obedience, though ho cunsidered it his 
duty to treat the husband of hia inodiGr with 
■ome exterior deference and respect. She 
often repined at the narrowness of her jointure, 
and still more IVequcntly expressed her anxiety 
lest Mr. Phillips, who had no fortune of his 
own, should, by losing her, be deprived, in tiie 
decline of life, of a comfortable subsistence. 
No sooner had Mr. Day come of age and into 

Eossession of his estate, than he augmented 
is mother's jointure to four hundred pounds, 
and settled it on Mr. Phillips during his life. 
Such boiMity to one who had needlessly em- 
bittered 80 many years of his infancy and 
youth, affords incontestable evidence of a truly 
noble and elevated mind. 

Mr. Day was a phenomenon rarely eeen in 
these latter times, especially among persons of 
hij rank in society. Even ot tliat period 
"when youth, elate and gay, steps into life," 
he looked quite tlie philoBopher. Powder and 
elegant clothes were at that time the appen- 
dagoa of gentlemen, but Mr. Day wore neillier. 
In person he was tall, and stooped in tlic 
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shoulders ; he was full made, but not corpulent^ 
and in his pensive and melancholy air were 
blended awkwardness and. dignity. Though 
his features bore the traces of a severe smsil- 
pox, yet they were interesting and agreeable. 
A land of w^ght hun^ upon the lids of his 
large hazel eyes, but when he declaimed 



-of good and evil, 



Passion and apathy, and glory and shame, 

the expression that flashed from them wm 
highly energetic. 

His moral character was moulded after the 
antique model of the most virtuous citizens «of 
Greece and Rome. He proudly imposed on 
himself rigid abstinence, even from the most 
innocent pleasures; nor would he allow any 
action to be virtuous that was performed from 
the hope of a reward here or hereafter. This 
severity of principle had, however, the effect 
of rendering him rather sceptical towards the 
doctrines of revealed religion. Strict integrity, 
active friendship, open-handed bounty, and dif- 
fusive charity, greatly over-balanced the tinc- 
ture of misanliiropic gloom and proud con- 
tempt of conmion-life society, which marked 
his character. For such miseries as spring 
from refinement and the softer affections, 
Mr. Day had no sympathy ; but he evinced 
genuine compassion for the sufferings of cold 
and hunger. To the pleasure of relieving 
these he nobly sacrificed all the parade of life 

6 
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and all the gratificatioiui of luxury. For pol- 
ished society he expressed supreme contenml, 
and cherished a particular aversion for tiie 
modern plans of female education, ascribing 
to their influence the disappointment he eiqM- 
rienced from the fickleness of a young lady to 
whom he had paid his addresses. He, never- 
theless, thought it his duty to mavy ; he in- 
dulged systematic ideas of the powers of |^- 
osophic tuition to produce future virtue, and 
took great delight in moulding the mind of 
infancy and youth. 

The distinctions of birth and the advan- 
tages of wealth were ever regarded by Mr. Day 
with contempt. He resolved that the woman 
whom he should choose for his wife should 
have a taste for literature and science, for 
moral and patriotic philosophy. She would 
thus be a fit companion iu that retirement to 
which he had destined himself, and might as- 
sist in forming the minds of his children to 
stubborn virtue and high exertion. He like- 
wise resolved, that in her dress, her diet, and 
her manners she should be simple as a moun- 
tain-girl, fearless and intrepid as the Spartan 
wives and Roman heroines. The most roman- 
tic philosopher could not expect to find such a 
creature ready made to his hands, and Mr. Day 
was soon convinced of the necessity of mould- 
ing some infant into the being his fancy had 
pictured. 

To the accomplishment of this plan, he prq 
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ceeded in the following manner. When he 
came of age, he {urocured credentials of his 
moral prohity, and with these he travelled to 
Shrewsbury, accompanied by his friend the 
late Mr. Bicknel, then a barrister in considera- 
ble practice, to explore the hospital for found- 
ling girls in that town. From among the little 
inmates of this institution, Mr. Day, in the 
presence of his friend, selected two. of twelve 
years. They were both beautiful: the one, 
^r, with flaxen locks and light eyes, he called 
Lucrctia; the other, a clear auburn brunette, 
with darker eyes, more glowing bloom, and 
chestnut tresses, he named Sabrina. The 
written conditions on which he obtained these 
girls, were to this effect : that within a year he 
should place one of them with some reputable 
tradeswoman, giving one hundred pounds to 
bind her apprentice, and maintaining her, if 
she behaved well, till she married or began 
business for herself, in either of which cases 
he promised to advance four hundred more. 
He avowed his intention of keeping and edu- 
cating the other, with a view to make her his 
wife ; solemnly engaging never to violate her 
innocence, and, if he should renounce his plan, 
to maintain her in some creditable family till 
she married, when he promised to give five 
hundred pounds as her wedding portion. For 
the performance of this contract Mr. Bickn^ 
fras guarantee;. 
With the&^ girls Mr. Day InuQedia^ly we.ixt 



to France, cud, lliattliey might imbibe ooidena 
but KUch aa be cbose to -communicate, he took 
with liim in this excimian not a single English 
servant- Notwithstanding all hia |>liilosopby, 
liis yolmg companions haiasHed and perplexed 
him not a little; they were perpetually quar- 
relling and Ughling, and, at length falling fick 
of tlie emalj-pox, they chained him tu their 
bedside by crying and Hcrenining if they were 
Ictl a mo[iicnt wiui any periion who could not 
^peak t*i them in theiri;alive languase. Their 
pfotectcir vraa, therefore, not on!y obliged to sit 
up witli (horn many nights, but also to perfonn 
for tlieiu tlie lowest offices that are required of 
a nuriie or a domestic. Health returubd, anil 
with it all tliejr former beauty. Soon after 
the rccovRry of Ids wards, Mr. Day ivas cross- 
ing the Rlione with tliem on a tempestuous 
day, wliQii thf! boat overset. Being aa excel- 
lent swimmer, be saved them both, though not 
witlioitt considerable difficulty and danger to 
himi<elf. 

After a tour of eight months, during which 
his patience and perseverance had been 
abundaully exercised, Mr. Day returned to 
England, heartily glad to separate tlie little 
squabblers. Sabrina having become the fa- 
vorite, he placed the fair -Lucretia witli a 
chamber milliner ; she behaved weU, and 
afterwards married a respectable linen-draper 
in London. He comniilted Sabrina In tlie 
cue of Mt. Bicknel's mother, while he settled 
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his affairs at his own maiwion-lKHne, BearHUl, 
in Berkshire, from which filial tenderness 
would not permit him to remove his mother. 

Abont this time the fame of Dr. Darwin's 
talents hidoced Bfr. Day to visit {aichfield. 
Thither, in the sprmgr of 1770, he conducted 
the beauteous Sabrina, then thirteen years old, 
and took, for twelve months, a^easant mansion 
in the little green valley of Stowe. Here he 
resumed his endeavors to implant in the mind 
of his charge the characteristic virtues of Ar- 
ris, of Portia, and Cornelia, but ' bis experi- 
ments were not attended with the desired suc- 
cess. He found it impossible to fcfUafy her mind 
against the dread of pain and the sense of 
danger ; when he dropped melted sealing-wax 
upon her arms, she did not endure It without 
flinching, and when he fired at her petticoats 
pistols which she believed to be charged with 
balls, she could npt forbear starting, and ez- 

Sessing her apprehensions by violent screams, 
ore than once, when he tried her fidelity in 
keeping pretended sedrets*, he discovered that 
she iiad communicated them to the servants 
and to her playfellows. She manifested an 
aversion to study and books, which afibrded 
little promise of ability that should one day 
be responsible for the education of youths who 
were to emulate the Gracchi. 

In these experiments Mr. Day persisted, to 
his uniform disappointment, during the year he 
spent in the neighborhood ofLicl|field. The 
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self, was mucli loss dtapleiudng tn her eye thm 
Thnnrns Day, fine g^iitlemmi. 

After Euch sacritices and such eETorts, it is 
easy to conceive what must now have been 
hiH murtiticution. Relintiuiahins his hopeless 
Buit, he reeumed his accustomed plainnesa of 
attire, and neglect of his person. He ng'ain 
visited the continent, wiiere he pajised aJiutiier 
year, and returned to England in 1773. From 
that period Mr. Day resided chiefly in London, 
where, aniid the select circle to wiiich he con- 
fiJicd himBcIt^ lie often met the elegant Miss 
Esther MUls, of Derbyshire. Brought up 
amid the luxuries, and poassssing the acconi- 
plishmenta suited to her large fortune, tliia 
lady had cultivated her understanding by books, 
and her virtues by benevolence. She soon 
discovered his talenta and his merit, and in her 
eyes the unpolished Stoic possessed irrcsistibio 
charms. Her regard Ibr liim maniteetad itself 
in Che most unequivocal mBiinllr ; but repeated 
disappointment hud ciLused Mr. Day to look 
with distrust on all female attention, however 
flattering. It was not till after years of mod- 
est, yet tender devotion, 'that he deigned to 
ffik Miss Mills, if, for his sake, she could re- 
nounce all the pleasnres, all the luxuries, all 
the ostentation, of the world ; if, after procur- 
ing the ordinary comforts of life, she could re- 
solve to employ the Burplue of her fortune ia 
.clothing the naked and feeding the hungry ; 
if she could bury. herself wiui him in ue 
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Country, and vbtm, through the reillof her liih, 
the infectious taint 6f society. 

Had not the heart of Miss Milte been infla- 
enced J>y the most devoted attachment, she 
could scarcely have assented to such proposals. 
'Hiey were, however, gladly acceptCKi; but 
something more remained. Mr. Day insisted 
that her whole fortune should be settled upon 
her, totally out of hb control, that if ever she 
grew tired of such a system of life, die might 
return to that to which she had been accustom- 
ed, whenever she pleased. 

Having, upon these conditions, made Miss 
Mills his wife, Mr. Day retired with her into 
the coun^ about the year 1780. Mrs.' Day 
had no carriage, no servant of her own^ no 
luxury of any kind. Music, to which she was 
strongly attached, was deemed trivial,mnd she 
accordingly banished her harpsichord and mu- 
sic bool^. Mr. Day made fi^quent experi- 
ments on her temper and her affection; and 
never did the most dependent wife make such 
, absolute sacrifices to the most imperious hus- 
band, as did this lady, who was in secure pos- 
session of an affluent independence, and of 
whom nothing was required as a duty. 

It was not long afler his marriage that Mr. 
Day began to compose the History of Sandford 
and Merton, a woik on which it is unnecessary 
to pass any eulogium here. Its general adop- 
tion as a book of education by enlightened 
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pweiita, and instructera of youlli, Hufficiently 
flttosLs the merits of Mr, Day's lobora. He 
W&9 likewise the autlior of two noble poems, 
which appeared proviou9 to Sandford and Mer- 
ton. These were The dtvohd Legiona and 
The duine JVegro. The third edition of the 
latter lie dedicated to Ro-uaseou, in l&nguage 
rejjluie witli energy aiid every graco of elo- 

U'lie useful life of Mi. Day was cut short in 
its m(.ui.iiaii. He feil a victim, in the year 1789, 
10 OHO of Ilia uncommon syBloms. He thought 
8o liigbly of tbe gratitudo and aensibility of 
horsea, that whenever they were vitious or 
unruly, he conceived it \a be owing to previ- 
ous ill usnge. 

Having reared a favorite foal, he resolved to 
accuatfini him to tlie bit and Uie burden him- 
Belt', without tlie axsistance of a burse -breaker. 
He accordingly mounted the animal, which, 
disliking thia new kind of treatment, plunged, 
threw his master, wbo was not a good horse- 
man, and,wjtb bis heels, struck him a blow on 
tlfS liend, which instantly proved fatal. 

So deeply waa Mra. Day affected by bia 
loss, that it is said she never aHerwords saw 
the sun ; but confined herself to her bed, 
within the curtains of which no light was ad- 
mitted during the day : she rose only at night, 
and wandered alone in her garden, amid the 
gloom that was congeaial to her soirowa. She 
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survived het adored husband two years, and 
expired of a broken heart Mr. and Mrs. Day 
len.no issue. 

The reader will not be displeased to find a 
few further particulars relative to the fortune 
of Sabrina, sulnoined to this account of her 
patron. We left her at school at Sutton Cold- 
field, in Warwickshire. There Sabrina re- 
mained^three years, grew elegant and amiable, 
and g'ained the esteem of her instructress. 
On her leaving school Mr. Day allowed her 
fifty pounds per annum. She resided some 
years near Birmingham, and afterwards at 
Newport in Shropshire, securing herself 
fHends by the strict propriety of her conduct 
and her vurtues. In her twenty-sixth year, two 
years after Mr. Day's marrii^e, his fhend, Mr. 
Bicknel, offered his hand to Sabrina. She ac- 
cepted his addresses, rather from motives of 
prudence than of passion, but became one of 
the best and most affectionate of wives. On 
her asking Mr. Day's consent to this match, 
his reply was, " I do not refuse my consent 
to your marrying Mr. Bicknel ; but remember 
vou have not asked my advice." FaithfUl to 
his promise, he gave her on this occasion a por- 
tion of five hundred pounds. 

The issue of this marriage was two boys, 
the eldest of whom was five years old when 
Mr. Bicknel was removed from his family by 
the hand of death. As he had no patiimonial 
fortunoi and bad always lived up to his incomei 
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fTonld be amusing)'* says the Rev^ Mr* Gron^ 
ter, *^ to trace^ the process of a lord mayor 
nom the loom or the fi^-raonger's stall to the 
chair of the chief magistrate ; to be informed 
with what difficulty he got the first hundred 
pounds, with how much less he made it a thou- 
sand) and with what care he rounded his 
plumb." Mr» Cappur, though he did not attain 
to such honors or such opulence, affords, how- 
ever, an example of the truth of these obser- 
vations. 

He was bom in Cheshire, of humble parents 
his family being numerous, he came to London 
at an early age, to shift for himself, as he used 
to say, and was bound apprentice to a grocer. 
Mr. Cappur soon manifested great quickness 
and industry, and proved a most valuable ser- 
vant to his master. It was one of the chief 
boasts of his life, that he had gained the confi- 
dence of his employer, and never betrayed it 

Being of an enterprising spirit, Mr. Cappur 
commenced business, as soon as he was out of 
his apprenticeship, in the neighborhood of 
Rosemary Lane. His old master was his only 
friend, and recommended him so strongly to 
the dealers in his line, that credit to a very 
large amount was given him. In proportion 
as he became successful, he embarked in vari- 
ous speculations, but in none was so fortunate 
as in the funds. He at length amassed a sum 
sufficient to decline all business whatever. 

Mr. Cappur, therefore, resolved to retire 



Ifrom the busUo or ViTe. This best suited his 
diaposiuon ; fiir, a)thqu^ he pomeatcd muij 
■misble qiialiliei, f et he vaa the molt tymnni- 
cal acjd nverbcBring raan living, and never 
■eemcd no h^>py b« when pisced by Ihe aide 
of & churii^ eoiDpnnion. For several days he 
walked about the ricinity of Lioaiiia, search- 
ing for lodfiDgi, wjtiiout being able Ui plense 
hinueir. Being one day miuJi falieued, lie 
called at the Hums at Kensington, took a chop, 
and spent the day, and asked for a bed, in his 
usual blunt manner, when he wna answered in 
the «ame churlish style by the bodlord, that he 
could not have one. Mr. Cappurwaa resolved 
to stn^, if he could, all his life, to plague the 
gretnltnf; fellow, and reftued to retire. Aftet 
some altercation, however, he was acconnno- 
dated with a bed, and never slept out of it for 
twenty-five years. During that time he made 
no agreement for lodging or eating, but wish- 
ed to ha considered a customer only for the 
day. For many years he talked about quitting 
this residence the next day. 

His manner of living wan nu mcthndical, 
that he would not drink his ten out oT any 
other than a favorite cup. Hi^ vua pqunlly 
particular with respect to bis knives ^ind forks, 
plates, die. In winter and siniiincr In.' roHc nt 
the same hour, and, when the iimrriinga were 
dark, he was so accustomed t<^ tlm houai', liial 
be walked about the aputmontn without the 
assistance of any light At breakfast lie ar- 
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ranged, in a peculiar way, the paraphernalia of 
the tea-table, but first of all he would read the 
newspapers. At dinner he also observed a 
general rule, and invariably drank his pint of 
wine. His supper was uniformly a gill of 
rum, with sugar, lemon-peel, and porter, mixed 
together; the latter he saved from the pint 
he had at pinner. From this economical plan 
he never deviated. 

He called himself the Champion of Govern- 
ment, and his greatest glory was, certainly, his 
country and king. He joined in all subscrip- 
tions which tended to the aid of government. 
He was exceedingly choleric, and nothing 
raised his anger so soon as declaiming against 
the British constitution. In the parlor he 
kept his favorite chair, and he would often 
amuse himself with satirizing the customers, or 
the landlord, if he could make his jokes tell 
better. It was his maxim never to join in 
general conversation, but to interrupt it when- 
ever he could say any thing ill-natured. Mr. 
Cappur's conduct to his relations was exceed- 
ingly capricious ; he never would see any of 
them. As they were chiefly in indigent cir- 
cumstances, he had frequent applications from 
them to borrow money. " Are they industri- 
ous ?" he would inquire ; when answered in 
the affirmative, he would add, ^Tell them I 
have been deceived already, and never will 
advance a sixpence by way of loan, but I will 
give them the sum they want ; and if ever I 



beu thev make known the circumstance, I 
will Cut diem off with a Bliiiluig."* 

Socn after Mr. Toira^end became Undlord 
i^ the Homs, be had ui oppaituoily of nuilung: 
a f^w ifood ready money parcha^es, and ap- 
pLed Lo tlie old man for a temporary loan : — " 1 
wiib," said he, " to serse you, Townsend ; you 
■eem an industrioua fe)low; but how is it lo 
be donp • I have sn-orn never to lend ; I must 
therefore give it thee j" which he accordingly 
did the tbUowing day. Mr. Tonrneend proved 
grateful for thja mark of liberality, and never 
ceased to administer to him every comfort the 
house would afford ; and ivhat was, perhaps, 
more frratilyiDg to the old man, he indulged 
him in his eccentricities. 

Mr. Cappiir was elected steward of the par- 
lor fire, and if an^ peraans were daiuig enough 
U> put a poker in it without his peimiBsion, 
they Btood a fair chance of feeling the weight 
of hifl cane. In summer time, a favorite di- 
version of his was killing flies in the parlor 
with his cane : but, as he was sensible of the 
ill opinion this would produce among the com- 
pany present, he would, with great mgeotii^ 
introduce a eto^ pbout the rascality of Ul 
Frenchmen, "whom," says he, "I hateand 
detest, and would knock down just the same 
as these lliea." This was the signal for at- 
tack, and presently tJie killed and wounded 
were scattered about in all quarters of the 
-oom. From this fly-killing propensity be U* 
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quired the name of DonMaan^ among the cus- 
tomers who frequented the house. 

This truly eccentric character Hved to the 
age of seventy-seven, in excellent health, 
and it was not until the Tuesday morning 
before his decease that a visible alteration 
was perceived in him. Having risen at an 
earlier period than usual, he was observed to 
walk about the house, exceedingly agitated 
and convulsed. Mr. Townsend pressed him 
to suffer medical assistance to be sent for, to 
which Mr. Cappur then, and at all times, had a 
great aversion. He asked for a pen and ink, 
evinced great anxiety to write, but could not 
Mr. Townsend, apprehending his dissolution 
nigh, endeavored, but in vain, to get permis- 
sion to send for Mr. Cappur's^ relations, and 
tried to obtain their address iox that purpose. 
He refused^ saying that he should be better. 
On the second day, seeing no hopes of recov- 
ery, Mr. Townsend called in four respecta- 
ble gentlemen of the neighborhood, and had 
seals put upon all Mr. Cappur's property. One 
of the four gentlemen recollected the address 
of Mr. Cappur's two nephews of the name of 
Dutton, who were immediately sent for. They 
resided in the neighborhood of Rosemary 
Lane. 

On searching his apartment after his death, 
his relations found a will, curiously worded, and 
made on the back of a sheet of banker's checks. 
It was dated five years back, and the bulk of 
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his property, which, ttbs then upwards of 
30,000/., he left eqtiailv anions his poet rela- 
Uoaa. He died on the 6tb uF September, I8U4. 



NlCnOL.*3 SAUSDERSO.\ « 

This celebrated matlienialiGian was bom in 
1682, a[iit when a twelvemonth old, )<Rit, by 
tbc small pox. Dot oaly kid si{^t, but his eve*, 
also, which cajne away in bu abscesB. Not- 
nithatandiog tliia, he ehowcd, while a boy, a 
grent propensity to toatlienialica! studies ; he 
coi>td pprromi llic m"st (lifficiiU ririlhm-tical 



and Diophantes, from lieaiirig Uinm read in 
'' ' gioal Greek, and being aided in his stud- 



ies by a memory of uncommon strengtli, lie 
would quote the most bcHUtiful passages of the 
great Latin poets in conversntion with tbe ut- 
most propriety ; he was a]so particularly well 
versed in the writings of ICScero, and dictated 
Latin in a familiar amd elegant style* 

At the ago of twenty-flTe Mr. SaundersoD 
went to the university of Cambridifp, not 'in 
tha cbara«ter of a lOMlar, but of t. tsMWr. 
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For a young man without sight, without 
fortune or friends, and untaught, except by 
himself, to set up for a teacher of philosophy, 
in a university where it then reigned in the 
utmost perfection, might at first appear rather 
preposterous : but no sooner did he open his 
lecture, than it was crowded with auditors, and 
the Principia of Sir Isaac Newton, his Optics, 
and Arithmetica V Universalis were illustrated 
and explained by Mr. Saunderson in such a 
manner as gained him universal admiration , 
in a word, the nature of light* and colors, the 
theory of vision, the effects of glasses, the 
phenomena of the rainbow and other objects 
of sight, were treated of in lectures hy this 
man, who bad been blij^d in a manner from his 
birth, with a perspicuity which has seldom 
been equalled and never surpassed. 

The extraordinary merits of Mr. Saunderson 
soon acquired him great reputation, and secured 
him the friendship and respect of the greatest 
mathematicians of bis time ; the principal of 
these friends and patrons was the great Sir 
Isaac Newton, whose candor and generosity 
were equal to bis genius ; through his interest 
Mr. Saunderson was chosen, in 1721, to suc- 
ceed Mr. Whiston as Lucasian professor of 
mathematics. In 1738, when king George II. 
visited Cambridge, he desired to see a person 
endowed with such remarkable accomplish- 
ments ; he, accordingly, waited on his majesty. 
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ana Tid. jv His nsraL 
of jowfi, Eb dieif at Canhryjgria 139ft. 
Dr. dftundexaon. 




m^ in tne most acute pezmctifln.; te 
riificover me leotf d iflfawflce of voogk 
2«nrjot:i on a sndBce^ or the aodlest defect of 
poi:.>4a, inii in & set of ^^^"» medBl* actullf 
dL4tiii4rTii*<iiie4 Ifae semniie fiDot the fidac^ 
t:ii»ii^!L uie Latter hoa been cuunteife ited so ai 
to 'leccive thtt eye of a eonnoisKfir ; bat the 
prorV::i:i<)r, lUEfm^ iw eje to tmst tiv cooid fed 
a rr>a<rtinei«9 in ^ new eadt auffitJ e i i t to 4eteci 
them by; he coald peteeire the least atteratkiB 
in tae atmoepbere, and knew viieB a dood 
I>a.4»ed ov^er the son ; he coald idl when wof 
thing was held near his fece, or wiwii he peae- 
ed by a tree, eren if the air was cairn. 

He had a board perforated with holes at the 
di.staxkce of half an inch from each other ; in 
thejte, pins were fixed, and, by drawing a piece 
of twine round their beads, he could delineate 
all rectilinear figures used in geometry sooner 
than any other person could with a pen : he 
had another board with holes made in right 
Jin^'H for pins of different sizes, by the help of 
which he could calculate and set down the 
NUins, products, or quotients, in numbers, as 
readily as others could in writing. 

I io hud a refined ear, a vast genius for mu- 
HJr, and could distinguish to the fiflh part of a 
iiotii ; by tliifl sense ho knew any person with 
whom ho had once convened; he could judge 
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of the size of any room in which he was intro- 
duced ; of the distance he was from the wall ; 
and if ever he had walked over any pavements 
in courts or piazzas which reflected sound, and 
was afterwards .conducted thither ^gain, he 
could tell exactly whereabouts in the walk he 
was placed, merely by the note it sounded. 

By the strength of his memory he couM 
multiply, divide, and extract the square or cube 
root, to many places of figures, could go along 
with any calculator in working algebraicsd 
problems, and infinite series, and correct im- 
mediately the slips- of the pen either in signs 
or numbers ; in the knowledge of mathematics 
he was equal to any of his contemporaries, and 
in his address as a teacher he was perhaps su- 
perior to them all. 



MR. HOWE. 



About the year 1706," says Dr. King, in 
his Political and Literary Anecdotes of his 
Qwn times, " I knew one Mr. Howe, a Sen- 
sible, well-natured man, possessed of an es- 
tate of .700Z. or 800/. per annum : he mar- 
ried a young lady of a good family in the 
west of England, whose maiden name was 
Mallet: she was agreeable in her person 
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and manners, and proved a TOj mod wife 
Seven or ei^ yens after mj Mud h&m 
married, he rose one laoniiiff veiy Mn^« 
and told his wife he was obli|^ to fo to tli0 
Tower to transact some particalar bmdiieis: 
the same day, at noon, his wife received a note , 
from him, in wliich 1^ infenned her that he 
was under a necessity of going to HoUandi 
and should probahly be absent three weeks 
or a month. He was absent from her seven- 
teen years, dating which time, she neither 
heard from him or of him. The evening 
before he returned, whilst she was at sapper, 
and with her some of her friends and relations. 
particularly one Dr. Rose, a physician, who hia 
married her sister, a billet, without any name 
subscribed, was delivered to her, in wluch the 
writer requested the favor of her to give him 
a meetir^ the next evening in the Birdcage 
Walk, in St. James's Park. When she had read 
her billet, she tossed it to Dr. Rose, and, 
laughing, "You see, brotlier," said she, "as 
old as I am, I have got a gallant." Rose, 
who perused the note with more attention, de- 
clared it to be Mr. Howe's hand- writing : 
this surprised all the company, and so much 
affected Mrs. Howe, that she fainted away: 
however, she soon recovered, when it was 
agreed that Dr. Rose and his wife, with the 
other gentlemen and ladies who were then at 
supper, should attend Mrs. Howe the next even- 
ing to the Birdcag(9 Walk : they had not been 
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there more than five or six minutes, when Mr. 
Howe came to them, and, after saluting his 
friends and embracing his wife, walked home 
with her, and they lived together in great har- 
mony from that time to the day of his death. 
But ttie most curious part of my tale remains 
to be related. When Howe left his wife, 
they lived in a house in Jermyn Street, 
near St. James's Church ; he went no &rther 
than to a little street in Westminster, where 
he took a room, for which he paid five or six 
shillings a week, and changing his name, and 
disguising himself by wearing a black wig {fyr 
he was a fair man), he remained in this mb* 
itation during the whole time of his absence. 
He had had two children by his wife when he 
departed from her, who were both living at that 
time ; but they both died young in a few years 
after. However, during their lives, the second 
or third year after their father disappeared. Mrs. 
Howe was obliged to apply for an act of par- 
liament to procure a proper settlement of her 
husband's estate, and a provision Ibr herself 
out of it during his absence, as it was uncer- 
tain whether he was alive or dead. This act 
he suffered to be solicited and passed, and en- 
joyed the pleasure of reading the progress of 
it in the votes, in a little coffee-house, near his 
lodging, which he frequented. Upon his quit- 
ting his house and family in the manner I 
have mentioned, Mrs. Howe at first imagined, 
as she could not conceive any other cause for 
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pciUHfa (if IicT hfraae-fcEcpine : and tbgiefcw 
mnnv<^ timi her EuiBe b> J^rmTii Street, to « 
Kttle iMHue in Bcever Stieet,~Beu G«Men 
Sf|nare. Jnai ower bi;*!^ i«T ined ooe Salt, 
a crtTj-c handler, Aboot ten jemra »ftet Hore'a 
ftMicstinn, he conthred to imke ui acqaaiDt- 
ftnre with Hah, and via at lenftfa in soch a 
iegie'! (if intimacj with him, that he nooalty 
Aineii with Salt once or twice a week. From 
thn room in which they ate, it was not dif- 
ficult In look into Mrs. Howe's dining-room, 
^hera *be generally iqt and received her 
BOttipany t and Salt, who believed Howe to be 
A hnolielor, IVoquently recommended hia own 
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wife to him as a suitable match. During the 
lasl^ seven years of this gentleman's absenbe, 
he went every Sunday to St. James's chur6h, 
and used to sit in Mr. Salt's seat, where he 
had a view of his wife, but could not easily be 
seen by her. After he returned hdpie, he 
never would confess, even to his most intimate 
friends, what was the real cause of such a sin- 
gular conduct ; apparently, there was none ; 
but, whatever it was, he was certainly ashamed 
to own it. Dr. Rose has oflen said to me, that 
lie believed his brother Howe would never 
have returned to his wife, if the money which 
he took with him, which was supposed to have 
been 1000/. or 2000/., had not been all spent ; 
and he must have been a good economist, and 
frugal in his manner of living, otherwise his 
money would not have held out ; for I imagine 
he had his whole fortune by him (I mean 
what he carried away with him in money or 
bank bills), and daily took out of his bag, like 
the Spaniard in Gil Bias, what was sufficient 
for his expenses." 



DR. GRAHAM. 



About the year 1782 there appeared in 
London one of the most extraordinary empirics 




iwiS 



Mi (hr «iiK ofMaaa, ID Ae iiicns 
«T fctBMbA mmI the «alb dieoo 



per iMtw; mi tke pnce, tagedm vit! 
Ae noKl^ oThN wiiirrti, ir«v cwosUenbl 
MadieHces of Dae veJtbr aad di^sipUf d. H 

enterUuK^ii a fvniije of b^^uliPjI fia-jiv, «bor 

her businesa to deliver > concluiliDa discoura 
after the " doctor himst^lf had floished U 
lecture. As a Turtber means of attrsctioo, h> 
hired two men of cxtnuirdinarj stature, pro 
vided vith eoonnous cocked-hats, and will 
showy and bulky liveries, whoxs business i 
wa-i to distribute bills from house to hous> 
through the town. He became, therefore, ai 
object of curiosity. But, as his two-guinea 
auditors were soon eibausted, be dropped hi 
lectures luccessivoly to one guinea, half > 

Sines, live shillingi; and, as he said, "fo 
• bmelit of all," to hair a brown ; and, wImi 
Im iwnld DO longer draw at this price, be oz 
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hiliited the temple itself for one shilling, to 
daily crowds, for several months. Among his 
furniture was a celestial hed, as he called it, 
standing on glass legs, and provided with the 
richest hangings. He pretended that married 
pairs, without children, might have heirs by 
sleeping in this bed, for which he demanded 
one hundred pounds per night; and, such is 
the folly of wealth, that persons of high rank 
were named, who acceded to his terms. He 
also pretended to have discovered the " elixir 
of life," by taking of which, a person might 
live as long as he pleased, and he modestly 
demanded one thousand pounds for a supply 
of it, and more than one noble person w& re- 
ported to have paid this enormous price to be 
cured of folly. Having worn out his character 
in these various projects, he then recommended 
earth-bathing, and undertook to sanction it 
by his own practice. During one hour every 
day, he therefore admitted spectators, at first 
at a guinea, and then descended, as in the 
former instance, to a shilling, to view him and 
the goddess of health immersed, naked, in the 
ground to their chins, the doctor having his 
hair full dressed and powdered, and the lady's 
head being dressed also in the best fashion of 
the times. When no more money was to be 
drained from the population of London, the 
doctor visited the great provincial towns, and 
lectured and exhibited in the same manner 
wherever he could obtain permission of the 
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magistrates. In fine, the goddess of hedth 
neatly fell a victim lo the practice ; and Ihe 
doctor, retiriDg &0111 public lujtice, died in poor 
circumsUncea a few yeais afterwards, id gplte 
of hii elixir of life, at the ear!/ age of fifty-two. 
His brother married the celebrated Mrs. Ma- 
CBuley, who,iQ<:onsequonce,ia generally cnlled 
Mrs. MacBuley GrnbBin ; ard hi^ sister wm 
married to J3r, Arnold, of Leicester, the re- 
spectable author of a very able treatise on 
in/jaiiity. It is generally understood that the 
lady who performed the Bingnlar part of the 
goddess 01 health was Emma, aflcrwnrdj wife 
of Sir William Hamilton, and a personal fa- 
vorite of the celebrated Lord Nelson, 



MARTIN VAN BUTCHELL. - 

In November, 1814, died the celebrated 
Martin Van Butcliell, iigcd Heventy-ei);hL He 
was bom in London jn the year 17£^ but of 
Flemish ancestore. His father wished him to 
lu«rn the profession of a taptstry maker, but, 
Jiiit being pleased with this employment, he 
obtained a situation in the family of the Vi9- 
cDuntess Talbot, where ho remained for some 
years ; and, at his leisure hours, pursued his 
Jkvorile study of anatomy, to which he silo 
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added medicine and mechanics. He after- 
wards became a pupil of the celebrated Dr. 
John Hunter, and acquired a very considerable 
knowledge of the diseases of the human teeth. 
Thus qualified, he set up as a dentist, and was 
very successful in his profession, particularly 
in furnishing complete sets of teeth, for which 
he was paid a liberal price. 

Van Butchell next turned his attention to 
the cases of ruptured persons, and made con- 
siderable improvements in trusses. But the 
most important branch of his surgical profes- 
sion was manifested in his treatment of fistula, 
which he is said to have learned from a Dutch 
physician. His practice in these distressing 
cases was at once extensive, and, beyond 
example, successful. The patient was com- 
pelled to attend the doctor, and no third person 
was admitted during the operation. His 
advertisement said, *Come-from-ten-till-one — 
for I-go-to-none.' Very large sums -of money 
— ^firom five hundred to one thousand guineas 
— ^have been offered to induce him to go to the 
patient's houses, but these liberal oners had 
no effect on his resolute determination never 
to visit any one. 

The whimsical dress of Mr. Vhn Butchell — 
his little hat — ^long beard — russet-brown coat — 
old boots — and white pony — ^must be fresh in 
the recollection of most of our readers. liyde 
Park was the favorite theatre of exhibition 
tor this singular and eccentric characteiT* 
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Gt^tt liar be ngW be aeen in tiin piiee, b«t 
puticiil^rij' a« a ifliiiifcy. where bi^ Jaw-like 
beard »f neatj jen* pirrwtlL vhh Ibe ud- 
couUi and cnnDtAwu7 baUunenti of himself 
aJiS h» hone, cxcileii ■njveiaal sarpiiBe aod 
aitpcition. Be i»d iM a don Inne, bol after 
Ibis waj Bold, io oonjeqiaeMce of boom dispute, 
he p^iKiiashd a wbile fo^, vhicb be -woold 
ncv T B'lfler lo b* tranned, aaS Bometiioes 
pa;i.i'>il with ^k fpota, aad anraetiniea witb 
atn-'uka resembling tbuse of the zebra. 

Of tiia htui he waa Tory pmod, and spoke 
constantly, in bis advertisements, recopunend- 
inp Ihe preEtke to il) the younj men of the 
rlay, as a phmitivft and loanlf practice. But 
tliiH was not the only reason which he gave 
liir toiitiiiiiilLtr tlie luxuriance of his venerabie 
bcaril 1 — he maintained that it was conduciva 
tn health and strength — and very agreeable to 
the lai!ii!s. 

Ncit withstanding the numerous eccentrici- 
ties of Mr. Van Butchcll, it cannot be denied 
that lie ivos a scientific character, and very 
different from those Dumerous qu&cks, who at 
once impose, upon the credulity and destroy 
tlic constitutions of thousands of hiuntm beings, 
wlio haunt the doora of these minister* of 
death. 

VfLfi liiitchell was twicr; married. His ex- 
triiordiiuiry aflbction for his first wife is well 
kiiiiwii : un bnr dentli, ho not only despised 
ths conimou ccreiuonies of intement, but da- 
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termined that she should not he buried at all ; 
be determined that she should be embalmed, 
dressed in her wedding clothes, and placed in 
a glass case in his common sitting-room — an 
example of affection which, perhaps, will not 
soon be followed by any fond husband of tiie 
present day. 

By the assistance of his friend, Dr. Hunter, 
the body was embalmed; and this singular 
piece of parlor furniture did not fail to attract, 
for some length of time, a number of noble, as 
well as ignoble, visitants. 

In the course of his peregrinations. Van 
Butchcll frequently met with annoyance from 
the populace. On one occasion of unpro- 
voked- insult, he nearly broke tlie rib of a 
footman with an umbrella; and, ever after- 
wards, carried about with him, for protection, 
the jaw-bone of an ass, suspended from his 
wrist by a string. In the spring of the year, 
in Hyde Park, he was taken for the celebrated 
Cossack^ and so surrounded by the populace^ 
as to be almost dismounted and trampled upon 
by them. Some friendly horsemen, however, 
who knew this singular character, interfered, 
and explained to the people the nature of their 
mistake, and that the venerable doctor waa a 
Cossack only in his beard. 



LA MAUPDJ. 



1 



n the aereDteenth 
>us inatancGs in which a 
Btn^e heroine, fortified by pablic favor, njid 
prcsiiiiiing on the magic of a melodious voice, 
defiled the lawa and iaBtitutions of a country 
bj- winch she waa supported, and committed, 
with impunity, crimes which would hsive 
dooiiieil a common, unnccompliahed desperado, 
to Ljrnominious death. 

Tliid rnmantic and indecorous adventurer, — 
for I hesitate in citlling' her a. female, who 
dressed, fought, made love, and conquered like 
a man, — married, at an early age, M. Maupin, 
whom, fortunately for tiie husband, she quilled 
a few months after their nuptials, seduced by 
the superior attractions of a fencing- master, 
who lang-hl her the U5e of the amnll sword, b 
weapon which she aflerwnrds handled with 
destructive dexterity against many antago- 

Being invited to make an excursion to 3br- 
seilles, her performances, at the theatre of 
that city, were received with unbounded ap- 
plause ; and, strange to tell, ahe prevailed on 
a htautifid yoang woman, the only, child of a 
wealthy merchant in that city, to riope with 
ber at midnight from her lather's house. The 
lugittvea being pursued, they took rafuge in a 



LA iiAurai. Itt 

convent; but the ngid diadpliiie anieoirec^t 
manners expected in such societies, did noit 
suit La Maupin; she was also alanned by 
certain repentant scruples which naturally 
arose in the bosom of her fair associate, who 
had quitted her parents, and deserted all that 
was decent and respectable in society, for a 
female bravo, a masculine viragq, whom she 
now dreaded and submitted to, rather than 
loved. 

Interrupted in her designs aad iiritated by 
opposition, this theatric miscreant set fire, in 
tlie dead of night, to the building in which they 
had been ^o hospitably received, and, lOFthe 
general confusion and alarm, securing bynscoe 
her unhappy victim, fled ta a sequestered vfl» 
lage, where they remained in concealment 
several weeks. But the country bein^ ezas« 
perated by such flagrant enormity, a diligent 
search took place, &e offender was traced te 
her retreat, and taken into custody, after a 
desperate resistance, in which she killed one 
of the oflicers of justice, and daogeromdy 
wounded two others. 

The fair, but frail Marseillaise wai restored 
to her afflicted parents, and La Maapin, a no- 
torious murderer, a seducer of innocence and 
an incendiary, was condemned to be burnt 
alive. But this abominable syren, whoso 
magic tones enchanted every hearer, while 
lawless passions agitated her heart, and the 
poison of asps was within her lips, this cqv^ 
9 
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poand of tarpkode, imoleiieey and inmlitiide 

ttta execution of her «eiiteiiee wis ddayed ; 
and I relate, with regret, that fo odjous a elttf- 
aeter eifcapcd the punishment she deserted. 

From infamj and fetten, she hurried to 
PariH, and was received with raptores at the 
Italian Opera ; but, after so narrow sn escape, 
and Ktill Daskhnp in the warm sonshine of pob- 
Ik: favor, La Maupin could not, or would not, 
conquer the characteristic aodacitj and fbro- 
ciouMneHH of her manners. 

During Uie performance of a favorite piece. 
anclfi^n a crowded theatre, conceiving herself 
aifroritorl by Dumenil, an actdr remancable far 
mild and inoffensive conduct, she rushed on 
the Kta/Tc, poured forth a torrent of abuse on 
th(; object of her resentment, and caned him 
in the face of the audience. 

'J'hiH rude violation of propriety was submit- 
ted to without a murmur, ana, supported in the 
Htrori^hohl/4 of public patronage, she exercised 
for many years a capricious and insulting 
lyninuy over princes, magistrates, managers, 
and people. 

• At a bfill p;iven by a princ(! of the blood, in 
the rr.'iiTu of Loiiifl the Fourteenth, she indec- 
orously pnraded the room in men's clothes, 
and, treating a lady of distinction with rude- 
ncMs, was cfdled out at different times by three 
gentlemen, each of whom she ran through the 
body ; yet such was 'the public infatuation, or 
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80 polluted the fountain of justice, that this 
hell-hound, whose existence was a libel on the 
laws of nature and humanity, again was par- 
doned ! 

Under the impulse of prevalent feshion, pe- 
culiar ta^, vicious caprice, or a combination 
of appetite and curiosity, the Elector of Bava- 
ria made her proposals which were, accepted, 
and, for a short time, she insulted the inhabit- 
ants of Brussels, as an appendage to the loose 
pleasures of their sovereign. 

But the reign of a prostitute, which can be 
prolonged only by discretion and gentleness, 
was rapidly shortened by a ferocious virago, 
who, stripping from infamy the thin veil of 
exterior decency, soon disgusted her lover. 

Although ctdlous to crime, the German 
prince slirunk from absurdity ; with a mixture 
of cruelty and kindness, he sent La Maupiii a 
heavy purse of gold, accompanied with a mes- 
sage, that her carriage, with an escort, was at 
the door, in which she must instantly quit the 
country: the enraged courtesan threw the 
money at the messenger's head, kicked him 
down stairs, and threw herself into the landau. 

Returning to France, her chagrin was grad- 
ually soothed by the applause of a Parisian 
circle, and in the decline of life, quitting the 
stage, she associated with her forsaken hus- 
band, who, dazzled by her accumiftated wealth, 
overlooked his domestic disgrace. 
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An nuthor of do celebrity, but hcpt in comi- 
tenance by Garrick, who received tlie surTeil- 
ingB of praise in lieu, was, however, DOl only 
on eccentric character, but evinced the luling 
paesion more qlrongly tlian any other we caii 
qnote. Suher or dtiink, no one ever knew his 
residence : he frequented coffee-houaea, nnil 
had Ilia letters addressed there, but he ever 
adroitly evaded letting any one know where 
he lodged. The wits and wags of the day 
tried every expedient, but in vain. Mr, Dos- 
sie, accretary to the Duke of Northumberland, 
used to spend his evenings ot Slaughter's 
Coffue-huuBC, and he had the e 



to defeat his friend's politeneaa ; for finding 
that 'apologies,' and 'declining the friendly 
office,' ' that he lodged a lom; way oB,' &c. were 
all in vain, he then fkirly set out towarda the 
city : Dosaie persisted till be had got to St. 
Paul's church-yard: "Pray, doctor, do yon 
live much farther ?" — " Oh yea, air !" aaya the 
doctor, " on that aceounl I told you it would 
be giving you a great deal of trouble." Thi« , 
revived Uie other^a civility, and on they oiarcb- 
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ed till they reached the Royal Exchange. 
Here the question was asked again, when Uie 
^doctor, who found him lagging, and thought he 
could venture to name sotne place, replied, that 
" he lived at Bow." This answer decided the 
contest ; Mr. D., confessing he was not ahle to 
walk so far, and wishing the doctor a good 
night, walked hack to his lodgings, near Char- 
ing Cross, with great composure. And as 
soon as Mr. Dossie had fairly got the start. Dr. 
Hifieman walked home to his own lodgings in 
one of the little courts in St. Martin's Lane. 

Poor Paul was singularly improvid^t ; and, 
when the hour of sickness came on, was en- 
tirely dependent on the generosity of his 
friends ; and as they did not at all times know 
his precise situation, his poverty would cause 
him to crawl out. Calling one morning at a 
friend's house, he was so faint and spiritress, 
that he was unable to walk up to the drawing- 
room : he was told, in as delicate a way as 
possible, " that, as sickness always brought on 
additional expenses, if he would give his friend 
his address, he would very readuy lend him a 
guinea per week until he recovered !" 

The doctor received the promise of the loan 
with becoming gratitude, but referred him for 
his address to the usual place, '* the Bedford 
Coffee-house." "My dear doctor," says the 
other, " this is no time to trifle. I assure you, 
in the most solemn manner, I do not make this 
inquiry Qxun any impertinent curiosity, or idle 
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wish to extort a secret fioQi you imder y 
present cucumstances ; my only reason ki 
the quicker despatch of sending you any th 
tliat may be needfuL'' The doctor ioll 
pressed his gratitude with a sigh, and aid 
gripe of the hand, but loft the house, refen 
his friend to— the Bedford Coffee-house. 

It was in vain to e3q>oetulate further: 
gentleman sent on the two following Saturd 
a guinea each day, sea]ed up in a letter, wh: 
on inquiry, he found the <4octor received ; 
on the tinrd Saturday, nojpessenger atrhn 
upon inc[uiry, it was fi>und he was no m 
having died the pre^e^iing night 



ISAAC DARK, ALIAS DUMAS. 

On the 23d of March, 1761, was execul 
at Oxford, Isaac Dark, cdias Dumas, for a i 
^ery neau Nettlebed, in Oxfordshire, 
was respectably bred, but, unfortunatelyjtur: 
out a good fellow, a spirited do^, nobody's 
emv but his own. He sung nis song vi 
told a good story, apt at a sentiment, dr 
fjpeely, so that, at the clubs of the day — ^ 
but he. The ladies, of course, occupied 
attention, and he became so great a favdl 
that he soon took to the roac^ to conaolld 
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hb ueendency — far he wm genenous. In 
1758, however, be was cast fe death, at 
CShelmsford aanzes ; bat, f<Kr bis youth, the 
iCDteiice was eommiited for fouiteeii yeaxs* 
tmuportation. Wh^e he bty in gaol, a 
xchcmc was fonned by the prisoneis to escape, 
by murdering the keeper; but he dindged tiie 
plot, and received a pardon, provided he went 
to Antigua. There he found soldiering so 
disagreeable, that, by bribeiy and address, he 
e9ca[>cd, and^ arriving in England, be«n his 
new campaifiiis on the Bath road. Having 
replenished his purse, he entered as amidship- 
man on board the Royal George; and now 
and then, upon leave of absence, levied con- 
tributions as usual, one of which was upon 
Lord Percival ; for which he was taken up, 
but acquitted. While confined in Salisbury 
gaol, he was frequently visited by the ladies, 
on whom he made such a sensible impression, 
by his obliging behavior and genteel address, 
as to become a teartablc chat of that town. 
Indeed he never failed to captivate the fair sex, 
wherever he came, on which he valued him- 
self; and he was discovered by means of some 
letters directed to them. His character seems 
to have been a medley of levity, composed of ^ 
virtues and vices : he had a larse share of un-' 
derstanding, with a tolerable scholastic educa/- 
tion. When in necessity, he was daring be- 
yond credibility; and his courage was fre- 
quently restrained, by his high notion of honor, 
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whicli lie ^efineJ, — detesting a mean appear- 
Bnte, and an abhorrence of cruelty. He pos 
Boeseil a soul, wbicb, in i^ver; hitziirdoiis enter- 
prise, overlooked all dangers and difficulties 
and which was bo firmly Utachcd tci hia doxies, 
thnt hiff shiLioefal end must be imputed to his 
cxtravngance in their aupport : he naa fond of 
an etegnnce in dreasj Hiid of being thought 
hnndsiinie. The character of Maclieath was 
hia delight, and with which he diverted himself 
while in Osford gaol. He suffered before he 
arriyed at the age of twenty-one ; and be- 
haved with great intrepidity U the gnllowg, 
preparing his neck for the rope, putting' it od, 
nj]d then throwing himself off the ladder, with- 
out giving the executioner the signal agreed 
on to turn him off. 



EDWARD WORTLBY MONTAQUE. 

Tuts gentleman, who died on hia return 
from Venice to England, in the year 1776, was 
remarkable for the uncommon incidcmts which 
attended his life ; the close of which life, also, 
was marked with no leas singularity. He had 
been early married to a woman who aspired 
to no higher character tha^ that of aii indunri- 
DUB wa^erwoman : as the tnaniafa was 4- 



enmized in a frolic, Wortley never deemed her 
sufficiently the wife of ^hui bosom to cohabit 
with her ; she was allowed a maintenance ; 
she lived cofitented, and was too submissive 
to be troublesome on account of the conjugal 
rites. Mr. Montague, on the other hand, was 
a perfect patriarch in his manners: he had 
wives of almost every nation : when he was 
witli Ali Bey, in Egypt, he had his household 
of Egyptian females, each striving who should 
be the happy she 'who could gain the greatest 
ascendency over this Anglo-Eastern bashaw. 
At Constantinople, Grecian women had charms 
toieaptivate tliis unsettled wanderer; in Spain, 
a Spanish brunette. In Italy, the olive-com- 
plexioned females were solicited to partake 
the honors of the bridal bed. It may be asked, 
What became of this group of wives ? Mr. 
Montague was continudly shifting the place, 
and, consequently, WBrying the scene. Did 
he travel with his wives, as the patriarchs did 
with their flocks and herds ? No such thing. 
Wortley, considering his wives as bad travel- 
ling companions, generally left them behind 
him. It happened, however, that news reach- 
ed his ears of the death of the original Mrs. 
Montague, the' washerwoman: Wortley had 
no % issue by her, and, without issue male, a 
very large estate would revert to the second 
son of J jord Bute. Wortley, owing the family 
no obligations, was determmed, if possible, to 
defeat their expectations : he resolved to re- 
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turn to Englnnd, and many. He acquainted 
a friend with his intentians, and he commis- 
sioned that friend to advertise for any decent 
young woman, who might be in a pregnant 
state. The advertisement was inserted in one 
of the morning papers. Several ladies an- 
swered it : oneout of the number was selected, 
as being the most eligible object. She waited 
with eagerness for the arrival of her expected 
bridegroom ; but, behold ! while he Was on his 
journey, death very impertinently arrested him. 
in his career. Thus ended the days of Edwaid 
Wortley Montague, Esq.; a man who had 
passed through such variegated scenes, tlM| a 
bare recital of them would savor of thniitr- 
vellous. From Westminster i^hool, where ke 
was placed for education, he ran away three 
several times. He exchanged clothes with a 
chimney-sweeper, and he followed for some 
time that sooty occupation. He next joined 
himself to a fisherman, and cried flounders in 
Rotherhithe. He then sailed, as u cabin-boy, 
to Spain, where he had no sooner arrived, than 
he ran away from the vessel, and hired himself 
to a driver of mules. After thus vagabond- 
izing it for some time, he was discovered by 
the consul, who returned him to his friends in 
England. They received him with a joy equal 
to that of the father of the prodigal son, in the 
gospel. A private tutor was employed, to 
recover those rudiments of learning, which a 
life of dissipation, of blackguardism, and of 
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vulgarity, might have obliterated. Wortley 
was sent to the West Indies, where he re- 
mained some time ; then returned to England, 
acted according to the dignity of his birth, was 
chosen a member, and served in two successive 
parliaments. His expenses exceeding his in- 
come, he became involved in debt, quitted his 
native country, and commenced that wander- 
ing traveller he continued to the time of his 
death. Having visited most of the eastern 
countries, he contracted a partiality for their 
maimers. He drank little wine ; a great deal 
of coffee ; wore a long beard ; smoked much ; 
and, even whilst at Venice, he was habited in 
the eastern style. He sat cross-legged, in the 
Turkish fashion, through choice. With the 
Hebrew, the Arabic, £e Chaldaic, and the 
Persian languages he was as well acquainted 
as with his native tongue. He published sev- 
eral pieces ; one on ^ The Rise and Fall of 
the Roman Empire ;*' another, an exploration 
of "The Causes of Earthquakes.*' He had 
great natural abilities, and a vast share of ac- 
quired knowledge. This is the son whom Ata 
mother called " a miserable compound of levity 
and villany !" 
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BAHnrLDB HOTMiE CAKEW. 

exUaortmuj chancier, ' 



1 



il.ir", l.[>a oil* born ID Jd^. 1(K». - „ . . 
litiitre wr-r^ Uk Mur. Ilnfli llAinrjiUe, bq. 
and itie Hon. Mnjiw Moor*, tKrth of whow 
Duuta lie beam. Tbe K^*. Mr. Care had 
aevi^rat <>tli«r ctiiUrrn : unr hrxo waa, hnireV' 
f-r, ii)li:ndeil for the church, aiul at the agif of 
Iwtiv* ypsra WBl to Ti*«rtofl ach«d, where bo 
bvi:am<; Bi;quaiiiU!d vitti gentiftann of the tint 
ritnk ill (lie emintica of Honictwit, Vevon, 
C'Tiiwall, and Dora«t. Pallitjf; into the com- 
pany 111' 8unio ^ipak-i in thu iii7i(rJihnrhootl, 
yj'Kig Cure*, at the age of fifUiwi, frew au 
fond of liU BNHucialeii, Ihu lie rewrlved to aii'ipt 
tli'-ir vhgriinl muinor of life, and, accordingly, 
Bbinduijcid lh(f achool and liiii rrienda. Haviii); 

p«ople, he rftumoa home, to the great ^ of 
hia Mendi, who had given bim up fat loat. 
The love of the mendicant life, however, atiU . 
remained, and it grew upon him to aucfa a de- 
gree, that he again forsook hia paternal habi- 
tation, and betook himaclf to hia old acquaint 
ancea, who received him with tbe iitmoat joj. 
HJB exploit* in the courao of hb lif^ wera 
wondemil : be baa iropoaed upon the ttma 
companj tbreo or fbui timai k day, ^imt ili0t 
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ferent dis^ises, and with different tales of 
iistress. He began his career by equipping 
himself with an old pair of trowsers, and as- 
sumed the appearance of an unfortunate ship- 
wrecked seaman ; in which character he was 
very successful. Afterwards he became the 
honest country farmer, who, living in the Isle 
of Shippey, in Kent, had the misfortune to 
have his grounds overflowed, and all his cattle 
drowned. And every scheme which he un- 
dertook he executed with so much skill and 
dexterity, that he raised very considerable 
contributions. Sometimes he was a distressed 
clergyman, ruined because he could not take 
the oaths. With such wonderful facility did 
he assume every character, that he ollen de- 
ceived those who knew him best, and were 
most positive of his not being able to impose 
upon them. Coming one day to Mr. Portman's, 
at Brinson, in the character of a rat-catcher, 
with ajiair cap on his head, a buff girdle about 
his waist, and a tame rat in a'littJe box by his 
side, he boldly marched up to the house in tliis 
disguise, though his person was known to all 
the family ; and meeting in the court with the 
Rev. Mr. Bryant, and several other gentlemen, 
whom he well knew, ask^d if their honors had 
any rata to kill? Mr. Portman replied, by 
asking him if he knew his business ; and he, 
answering in the affirmative, was $ent to get 
his dinner, with a promise that, afler he had 
dined, they would make a trial of his abilities. 
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Dinner he'inm wer, he was called inte fbe pmy 
lor among alarge compeiiy ef centleiBeii ntf 
ladies.— ^ Well, Mr. RMrcatc£Bry*» MidJuV 
Portman, ^can yoa destroy my rats wilMot- 
hurting my dogs?? ^Yea^^wf^ "PK!^} 
**I shSl lay my compositifm where einftttie; 
rats cannot clunib to rmch it." ''Aai wJM 
countr3rmaii are yoa ?"> '^ A Devonsfaiia muk* 
'^ And whali's ^oar name ?" Carew, perceiviiiy 
by some smiles and whispers thai he .waM 
known, replied by telling the lettMS of which 
his name was composed. This occasioned 
some mirth ; and Mr. Pleydell, of Mnbooniy 
who was one of the company, expressed some 
satiHfaction at seeing the celebrated Bamfylde 
Moore Carew, whom he said he had never seen- 
before. " Indeed, you have seen me before," 
replied Carew, " and you gave me a suit of 
clothes." Mr. Pleydell was surprised, and 
requested to know the particulars. Carew 
asked him if he did not remember his beinff 
met by a poor wretch with a stocking romid 
his head instead of a cap, and an old woman's 
ragged mantle on his shoulders, without stbck- 
ings or shoes, who told him that he was a poor, 
unfortunate man cast away near the Canaries, 
and taken up, with eight others, by a French- 
man ; the rost of tlie crew, sixteen in number, 
being drowned ; and that, afler having asked 
him some questions, he gave him a guinea and 
a suit of clotlies. This Mr. Pleydell ac- 
knowledged ; and Mr. Carew replied he was 
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tiie identical rob-catcher that nowtitand^ be- 
fofe yoQ.** Carew had a method of enticing 
away pcople'a dogs, fbr which he" wos twice 
transported from Exeter to North America, 
but returned before the ships that carried him 
out On one of these occaaons, he escaped 
from Virginia through the Wbods, and- swam 
across the Delaware upon a hofte, with only 
one handkerchief for a bridle. He was a man 
, of strong memory and genteel address, and 
could assume the manners of. the gentleman 
with as much case as any other character. 
On the death of Clause Patch, the king of the 
mendicantsj the fraternity to wliich Carew 
belonged, elected him their king, and he re- 
mained faithful to them to the kst He died 
about 1770, aged 77 years. 



DR. FALK. 



Dr. Falk was a very singular character, 
and by some persons called Cain Chemd 
Falk ; " but who," as M. Archenholtz observ- 
ed, " was better known by the name of Dr. 
Palkon, who, for many years, was famous for 
his cabalistical discoveries. He "lived in a 
large house in the city of London; was 
attended by a small number of domestics, 
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engaged in no manner of boatnoss, and gave 
away a great deal of money to the poor. 
When he went out, which was in^ged bat 
seldom, he was always clothed in a Ibiu^jrobei 
which agreed very well with his flo«ng 
beard and noble figure. It is most prdbaok, 
that he was a very great ch«mist, and that he 
made some extraordinary -diacoveries, which 
he did not choose to communicate. A certain 
prince, who was very zealous in his search 
after the philosopher's stone, some years ago, 
wished to pay lum a visit.'4i Falkon, however^ 
could not be prevailed upon to grant him an 
interview." 

Thus far the acconnt given of this Jew, by 
M. D'Archenholtz, may be rational ; however, 
since the death of the late unfortunate Mr. 
Goldsmid, o^e of his ' enlightened Jewish 
biographers^ after gravely assuring the public, 
that Mr. Goldsmid°s family believe in magical 
secrets, and th^ supernatural preparations of 
the adepts, gives tJie following anecdote of 
Or. Falk, from the report of limng and credit^ 
able persons f who do not study to deceive others 
more than themselvea. ^ Dr. Falk, being at Mr. 
Goldsmid's table one day, was invited to call 
on a gentleman, who resided in the chapter 
house in St. PauPs church-yard, for some 
conversation in a friendly way, upon some 
curious subjects." "But when," says the 
gentleman, " will you come .^" Upon which he 
pulled out a small piece of wax candle from 



his pocket, and giving it to him, said, << Light 
this up, sir, when you get home, and I shall 
be with ybu as soon as it goes out." After 
watching this light all day and night, he did not 
fir d it the least lessened from what it appeared 
to be, when he first took it He then removed 
it to a closet where it might be out of the 
way, expecting it tg go out, and Mr. Falk to 
arrive that minute. Upwards of three weeks 
elapsed, and the inch of candle was still burn- 
ing, on the morning of the day, that De Falk 
caSed in the evening, in a hackney coach, 
and surprised the gentleman, who had given 
over all hopes of seeing him soon, as tl^e 
candle' showed no signs of diminution, but 
kept burning as brighSy as at first. As soon 
as mutual civilities were over, the gentleman 
went up stairs to look at his candle in the 
closet, and, to his utter surprise, found it gone, 
as well as the stick it stood in. When he 
returned to Mr. De Falk, he expressed his 
astonishment, and inquired if the agent that 
removed it, would return'the candlestick. " O 
yes," replied De Falk, "you have it now in 
the kitchen below." It was sought afler, and 
found,, as related, under the dresser. 

Upon the same authority, we are informed, 
that the same magician used sometimes to 
pawn his plate at Mr. Bunn's, in Houndsditch ; 
but it sometimes happened, that the articles 
found their way back from Mr. Bunn's house 
9 . 
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to the owner, before the premium and interett 
were paid. Another time M. De Falk stopp^ 
the progreu of a raging* fire, which threateped 
the synagogue, only W writing ibur Hebrew 
letters on the piuars of a door, when the wind 
suddenly changed, and the fire immediately 
subsided ! The sensible Jew only smiles at 
these tales. 



MAURICE QUILL 



Was a native of Tralee, the capital of the 
kingdom of Kerry,** as it is called in Ireland. 
He was appointed assistant surgeon to the 
31st regiment of foot, about the year 1809, and 
followed that regiment to the Peninsula ; sub- 
sequent to his landing, he contrived to remain 
for many montlis at Baylem, in Portugal ; but 
after much manoeuvring, to avoid "joining" at 
head-quarters, Maurice was " ordered up" pe- 
remptorily by the Duke of Wellington. His 
reputation for wit, originality, and, consequent- 
ly, for " idling" aU who came withi;i the sphere 
of his influence, was sucl^ that the morning 
after he had "joined," hi* colonel (the gallant 
Duckworth) waited upon Lord Hill (of whose 
division of the army the 31st formed a part), 
and, with unaffected sorrow and gravity^ re- 
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ported the arrival of Maurice, and the conse- 
quent termination of discipline in the reg-iment. 
The general uttered the most dreadful denun- 
ciations against*' Air. Maurice," affhecalled him, 
should the fears of the colonel be replized — 
but he became ultimately extremely partial to 
the humorous surjjeon. 

Quill was one of the finest specimens of 
Irish character that has appeared in our day. 
He possessed, in an extraordinary degree, all 
the wit, humor, and love of badinage^ that dis- 
tinguish his countrymen. To the originality 
of his conceptions, the oddity of liis remarks, 
and the stranfreness of his phraseology, tlie 
richness of his brogue gave peculiar poignancy. 
He loved ease, good living, and society ; of the 
latter he was always certain, if, indeed, he 
happened not to be in a desert; for so attrac- 
tive was he, that his quarters were the rendez- 
vous of all the officers who could, by possibil- 
ity, repair to them, to " beguile the tedium of 
the winter's night;" unless such as were, un- 
fortunately, from their rank, denied that pleas- 
ure, in observance of military etiquette. The 
rush-light in his lent, or lodging, was a beacon 
to the exhausted and dispirited soldier. It has 
been said that he loved badinage, and was 
witty; but his wit was never baSb^d by the 
slightest touch of ill-nature of offensive person- 
ality. He was brave, hut afi^cfted cowardice ; 
and gave such whimsical expression to his as- 
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aumed {earf, »s provoked laughter in the liot- 
tedt en^Bs^iDept. Of this, bis c<induct at the 
dreadM and bloodf battle of Albuera will be 
a sufficient exuDple. 

Qui)! had iinnecessarilf foliowed the re^- 
mciit " into fire," as it is termed ; creepbg ou 
bLj bands aud knees, with boyish tricks, he 
traversed Uie rear of lite line, pulling the 
oSccrs by tlieircoats, and tendering his brandy 
bottle, Bnying, " Here, take a diif:* before you 
get a buIUI. Have a dti/ch emd hurrat (a driuh 
at the door) it/ore you dtpart." A mass of 
the enemy's cavalry, including a regiment of 
Poliab lancera, prepared to charge the 31st. 
Colonel Diickwortli ordered tlie regiment to 
form in square, in the centre of which he dis- 
ci,v.;red MEtiirice, shaking fr.im hpiid to fool 
with well- dissembled terror. " This is no 
place for you, Mr. Maurice," aaid the lamenl- 
~ ' "iickivortb, a few moments before his falL 



— " By J , I was just thinking so, colonel," 

replied the droU ; " I wish to tlie Holy Father 
that the greatest rascal in Ireland was kicking 
me this moiGent up Dame Street, and that even 
t)iou^ every friend I have in the world wai 
looking at him!" Finding it impossible to 
break the square, the enemj^'a cavalry retired 
with great loss, when, ordering the regiment 
to deploy, "Fall in," said the colonel; "Fall 
Mil," said Maurice, and scampered tX\ but 



hearing that a captain of^the regiment was 
Beverely wounded, he returned into the fire, 
and dressed him. He had just finished this 
operation when a twelve-pound shot struck 
the ground near Maurice and his patient, and 

covered them with earth. "By J , there 

is more where that came from," said Quill, and 
again took to his heels. 

Of the nature of his replies to the many 
questions with which he was assailed by his 
colonel, who was induced to ask them, by the 
suggestions of those better acquainted wiUi his 
manner, and to give a striking specimen of 
Quill's ch9,racter, I shall add one more in- 
stance : — " I am desirous to know, Mr. Mau- 
rice," said the colonel, " to 'what good fortune 
can we ascribe your appointment to the thirty- 
fifst ?" — " Why, colonel" (with affected embar- 
rassment), " I lefl the because some of 

the spoons belonging to the mess were found 
in my kit, and you know that would not do in 
one of the crack regiments, colonel. I joined 
the thirty-first because I had a brother in the 
thirty-second, and I wanted to be near him." 

Of his professional abilities, I know nothing : 
that they were not held in high estimatioDr 
would appear from the fact of his not having 
been promoted during the Peninsular war. 
That he despaired of advancement, af\er t 
war had terminated, was obvious, from his ] 
]4y to a friend who asked him what ne 

held: — ^"Why, I have been, thirteen ; 
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uaistant surgeon, and, with the blessing of Qod, 
— thatis, if Hive and bc/iafc myself, — I shall be 
so for thirteen years more." I am pleased to 
obaervo that this jlrophccy was not verified, 
and that he hrtd been promoted to the nmh of 
full aurgeon before his death. Mr. Quill died 
young^hc must have been under forty years of 
age. Of poor Maurice, it might be truly said, 
that he posseased -^ 

Sp:riU o'erflowing^ — wit thai did ne'er oRbnil-v^H 
He gained do eneinf, andheliKliiD fiicnd. ^H 



—Mr. Quill died in the New Barraclra, Cork, 
D the J5th of August, 1893. 



MR. PATTEN. 

The Rev. Mr. Patten, a clergyman, had 
been chaplain to a man-or-war, and had 
contracted a kind of roug-hness from hw 
voyages ; he was of an athletic moke, and 
had a considerable share of wit and humor, 
not restrained by any strict ideas of prcfes- 
wonal propriety. He was, during many yeara, 
curate of Whitstiible, at a very small sUpeiid, 
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and used, every Sunday, to travel in a butcher's 
cart, to do duty at another church. Whitsta- 
blc, lyinff close to the sea, is very aguish ; so 
that, had he been dismissed, it would have 
been very difficult for the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, to whom the living belonged, to have 
provided another at the same low rate: this 
he well knew ; and presuming upon it, was 
a great plague to every new pnmate. He 
kept a mistress publicly ; and had that esteem 
for punch that, when his sermons were too 
long, some one showing him a lemon might, 
at any time, cause him to bring his discourse 
to an abrupt conclusion, that he might be at 
liberty to adjourn to a public house. 

When Dr. Wake was archbishop, some 
tale-bearer informed his grace, that Mr. Pat- 
ten had given a marriage certificate, which he 
had signed by the title of Bishop of Whitsta- 
ble. At the next visitation the archbishop 
sternly asked Mr. P. whether the report 
was true. To which Patten replied, "I shall 
answer your grace's question by another. — 
Are you fool enough to take notice of it, if it 
be true ?" 

When Dr. Seeker was enthroned, or soon^ 
after, he gave a charge to his clergy; and, 
among other articles, found great fault with 
the scanty allowance often paid to curates. 
Mr. Patten, who was there (diough not sum- 
moned, as his usual boldness at these meetings 
occasioned an order for him to be left out of 



the lUt . arose frooi tm i 
t:.« t;i.-hbUhap, Mid, wiA ■ toad vcace, 
t:.i:>k y:^'Jr grace." After Ae cbargs i 
ovti. tiii? troublesome *DbaItMii, bmlU 
t.'..--:' i2ii l^te eiDird, came up to the metn^ 
us. wi>'>. sacing he could not ntiid hin^ be| 
n'it.: tii<; uj'tal question; "You tre, I app 
h';nd, Clint? of Whit^-table ?" "I am b 
r>;t'im«d Jlr. Pasf-ii, "and hare received 1 
pi'.tT)- 5'iin cC tliirty pounds per anuum fti 
voir erace's pTftdeceaaorB, for doing the di 
of ativiiia'ntiich brings in iiill three hundre< 
*■ Dun'i enlarge, Mr. Patten," said the ari 
bi^liop. '-No, but 1 hope ;our grace wi] 
reptit^d the curate. 

It ch;iuced that a substantial rarmcr 
Whifc'lible, who liad frequently promised I 
Eori tu take lilm in as a partner in his fai 
or to leave it him at lus death, died vii 
out pfrfumiing either of his promi^s. I 
widiw, a second wife, took possession of I 
premises, viithout reifurdin^ the represei 
ati:jii^ of the son, wiio, in vain, pleaded 1 
protensions to the pirtnership at least. ^ 
lon;.r after, the widoT came to Patten with 
deplorable lale of a ghoijt which haunted 1 
house, outhouses, &C., dr^gini; chains a 
rattling fetters. The curate, who, though 
bulierer in spirits, was yet sensible that, 
any rote, the affair must turn to his pecunia 
advantage, put on his gravest air, and told t 
woman, " tliat what she asked was no trir 
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matter ; that, besides a considerable stock 
of courage, the enterprise demanded deep 
learning, as the whole form of exorcism 
ought to be spoken in Latin. That, indeed, 
he was fully master of these requisites, but 
that he could not give himself the trouble 
of exerting them under one guinea." To 
this demand the woman consented, afler some 
demur, and tlie best parlor was fitted up for 
the curate's reception, according to his direc- 
tions, with a large fire, two candles, and a 
bowl of punch. He ften took his post, and 
waited for the aj^Muidon, who, unluckily, not 
knowing the sort of man he had to deal with, 
and thinking to terrify him, as he had done 
othe£3, began by his perambulations, as usual, 
around the premises; but no sooner did the 
priest hear the chains, and the groans, than 
he sallied forth, and, without delay, seized the 
poor ghost by the collar, belaboring him at the 
same time severely with an oaken sapling. 
The young farmer, finding himself by no 
means a match for his opponent, fells^n his 
knees, and owned the whole contrivance, 
conjuring the exorcist, at the same time, not 
to expose him, nor to reveal the secret to his 
mother-in-law, who would be glad of the 
opportunity to turn him out oi the house 
with some degree of pretence. His entrea- 
ties were heard ; and he was dismissed, on a 
solenm promise hot to disturb the house 
again: on this condition hopes were given 
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to hira of a comfortalilB aetUement with his 
Btepmother. 

Early in the moiniiigsiie ran down, unxioiu to 
Icnow what had paBsed (Le preceding night, 
when she was informed hy the priest, that he 
lad had a terrible conflict with the deceased, 
who WHS one of tho most fierce, obstinate spirita 
lie linci ever met with ; that lie hail laid him 
at the expense of much Latin. " Poor, wicked 
Boul," continued he, T forgive him, aJthoiigh 
groat part of his disqpiet is owing' to tliirty 
shillings of which he delhiuded me ; but which 
he deaired, nay commuided, yoit to pay. On 
tliia condition only, and on your allowing his 
snn a share in the fkrm, he hsfi agreed Ui 
Iroiiblc your house no more, but to retire to 
his old quarters, the Red Sea." 

To this tlie woman asaentnd ; she paid the 
iiioHpy ; took her son-in-law into the farming 
business; and the pars.0D had the comfort of 
having done a good action, and, at tlie same 
time, picked up a little money by it-, 

He was once at the house of a brother 
clergyman, who, having shown him a vety 
numerous collection of books, in various lan- 
guages, Patten asked him whether he under- 
Btood them all. The answer being afiirmative, 
he rejoined, " Sureiy, surely, brother, ^ou must 
have had yoor head broken with a brick from 
the tower of Babel," 

In his illness, being in entreme distreBiii 
Archbiahop Seeker sent Ua ten guineas by 
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the archdeacon. The dying humorist thanked 
him sincerely, and, in the style of the age of 
James I., " Tell the primate," said he, " that 
now I own him to be a man of God, for I have 
seen his angels." 

Once standing in need of a new wig, his 
old one defying all further assistance of art, 
he went over to Qanterbury, and applied to a 
barber, young in business, to make hun one. 
The tradesman, who was just going to dinner, 
begged the honor of ^ new customer's com- 
pauy at his meal, to which Patten most readily 
consented. After dinner a large bowl of 
punch was produced, and the reverend guest, 
with equal readiness, joined in its demolition. 
When it was out the barber was proceeding 
to business, and began to handle his measure, 
when Mr. Patten desired him to desist, saying 
he should not make his wig. "Why not?" 
exclaimed the astonished host ; " have I done 
any thing to offend you, sir?" "Not in the 
least," replied tho guest, " but I find you are 
a very honest, good-natured fellow, so I will 
take somebody else in. Had you made the 
wig, you would never have been paid for it." 

He was so much averse to the Athanasian 
creed that he never would read it. Archbishop 
Seeker, having been informed of his recusancy, 
sent the archdeacon to adk him his reason. 
" I do not believe it," said the priest " But 
your metropolitan does," replied the arch- 
deacon. ^* It may ke so," rejoined Mr.JPatten, 
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" luid he can well afford it. He believes at 
the rate of seven THorsMiD a-year, tinil 1 
only at that of i'uiktt." 



JOHN METCALF. 

We almost invariably find lliat nature, in 
nithliDlding- framman the benefit of one sense, 
compensates tlia daficienc; by the aiipcrior 
perlbcCion in which she bestows otheis. The 
extraoriliDBjy particulars reluted in tlie foilow- 
ing pti^ua, strikingly exemplify tliia ohservn- 
tior, aiirj show to what a (Ip^iop llif^ power of 
habit and a good understanding are capable of 
overcoming impediments apparently inaur- 
mountable. For instance, who would expect 
to find a man totally blind from hia infancy, 
superintending the building of bridgrea and the 
construction of high Toads, an occupation for 
which hia dufect would seem to have wholly 
diar|Uttliiied him! These, however, were un- 
dertakinjTs that Metcalf auccessfully executed, 
and that, with many singular adventures in 
which he was eng'ag'ed, cannot fail to excite 
no small degree of astonishment and admira- 

John Melcalf was bom in 1717, at Knares- 
borou^ in YorlcBhiie. At the age of fbor 



years, his parents, who were lahofuig people, 
put him to school, where he continued, two 
year^, wh^ he was seized with the small pox, 
which deprived him of his sight in spite of all 
the means that were^ Employed for its preser- 
vation. 

About six months after his reccyeiy, he was 
able to go from his father's house to the end 
of the street, and to return without a guide ; 
and in about three years he could find his way, 
alone, to any part of Knaresborouffh. About 
this period he began to associate with boys of 
his own age, among whom he acted a distin- 
guished part in the juvenile pranks of taking 
birds' -nests, and robbing orchards. As his 
father kept horses, he learned to ride, and soon 
became a good horseman, a gallop being his 
favorite pace. At the age of^thirteen he was 
taught music, in which he made great pro- 
ficiency, though the cry of a hound or a harrier 
was more congenial to his taste than the sound 
of an instrument. He kept hounds of his own, 
and frequently hunted with Mr. Woodbum of 
Knaresborough, who kept a pack and was 
always very desirous of Metcairs company in 
the chase. 

When about fourteen years old, his activity, 
and the success with which his enterprises 
were usually attended, led him to imagine, 
that he might undertake any thing without 
danger, and greatly consoled him for the want 
of sight ; but he was taught to regret that defect 



142 

by a iipvere wound he received in conaequence 
of a i'M into a gravel-pit, wliile mating his re- 
treat tri'iii a plum-tree in which lie hod beeu 
surpri^eii by the ou-ner. 

Abuiit Um period tw iMnieil to swiai, and 
Boon booanie ao very expert, that his compan- 
ions did noLchooac to come near him in the 
water, it h^ig' hia cuatom to aeize, plun^ro 
theni Id the bottum, and swim over them by 
way of diversion. In thia year two coen being 
drowned in the deeps of tlie river Nidd, Met- 
calf wiuj employed to seek tbrtfaoir bodies, and 
Buccofiled in bringing up one of them. 

A friend of bis named Backer, havinj; oarried 
two packs of yam to wash at that river, they 
were swept away by a. sudden swelling of the 
current, and carrier! through the arches of the 
bridjre, wliich atandij on a rock. A Utile be- 
low tlicre is a piece of atdl water, supposed to 
be about twenty-one feet in depth : as suun aa 
the yarn carae to this place it aujik. Uetcalf 
promised his friend to recover hia yarn, but 
the latter smiled at t!ie supposed absurdity of 
the attempL He, however, procured some 
long cart-ropea, fixed a hoolt at one end, and 
leaving the other to be held by aome persons 
on the high bridge, he deacenJed, and, by de- 
grees, recovered the whole of the yarn. 

He continued to practise on-the violin, till 
he was able to play country dances. During 
the winter season, he performed as a waiter 
at Knareaborough with three otheia ; h« like- 



wise atteoded tlie assemblies which were held 
every forlnight, and frequented many other 
places wliere there was public dniicing. 

Notwithstanding tlua application, be Tound 
opportunity for pliyiag tus neighbors a num- 
ber of mischievous tricks, and, fur a long time, 
escaped suspicion. At length, boirever, his 
expertueas became known, and when any arch 
trick had been pUyed, it was always lie first 
uiquiry where Metcalf was at the tune. 

Though he waa fully engaged he still re- 
tained his fondness for' huntine, and also 
began to keep game-cocka. Wiienever he 
went to a cock-pil, it waa iiU custom to place 
liimself on the lowest seat, near some friend 
who was a good judge, and who, by certain 
motions, enabiijil liim to biit, hodijc, fee. 

play at the assembly, aa successor to a poor 
old man, who, borne down by the weight of 
one hundred years, began to play too slow for 
country dances. Here he was well received 
by the visiting nobility and gentry. In this 
employment he passed his evenings, and the 
morning he spent in cocking, hunting, and 
coursing. About this period, also, he bought 
ahoree, and often run him for small plates; and 
his engagements increasing, he took a part- 
ner, who was likewise a good performer. 

In summer he often played at bowls, and, 
singular as it may seem, was frequently the 
winnsr ; cards, likewisa, bvgan to engag* hi* 
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1, and he generBlIy won the raqon 
of the games. But these s'^hievements we 
fir from being the limita of hia ambition 
c.upacity, fnrhe now began to attend tJio rac 
at Yorit and other plai»s; at tlie race-groun 
fie commonly rode in nmong the crowd, a, 
waa often BucceBBful in Mb bets, in wliich 
was, however, assisted by Heveral gentleni 
to wliora he was known. 

Having once niatuhed one of hia horses 
run three miles for a considerable w»ger, m 
the partjes agreeing each to ride his own hon 
they set up posts at certain distances on t 
Foreot Moor, describing a circle of one uii! 
having consequentiy to go Ibrce times roui 
the course. Under the idea that Metca 
would be unable to keep the course, great od 
were laid against him. His ingenuity fumia 
ed him with an expedient in this dilemn: 
He procured some bells, and placing it mi 
with one of them at each post, was enable 
by the ringing, to judge when to turn. I 
this contrivance, and tlie superior spaed of 1j 
horse, be came in -winner, amidst the ipplaui 
of all present, excepting those who had belli 

At dift'erent times he bought horses to at 
them again, wliich he often did with a larj 
protiti so accurate was hia judgment. 

In 1738, Metcalf attained the age of twent 
one: he whs entremely robust, and six fe 
one inch and a half in height. He about th 
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time Dcquirad cansiderable celebrity aa a. pugi- 
list from the following circuinstance. A frionii 
of his being insulted in h public hunsc, by s. 
mail, who, from liis ferocious temper and great 
strength, waa the general dread of the neigh- 
borliood, M e teal f bestowed on hiin Hucli disci- 
pline, as soon extorted a cry of Jriorcy, 

Returning one day on foot from Harrowgate, 
he had proceeded about a mile, when he was 
Dvertiken by a Enaccsborough man on horse- 
back, who proposed, for two BhlUlngs worth of 
punch, to let him ride in turn, dividing the 
distances equally. Metcalf agreed npon ron- 
ilition tint he ahould have the first ride, to which 
hia toviK^nian assented on tiieae terms ; tlial 
h= shfiulil ride alittle beyond Poppleton Field, 
wliore, on hb right hand, ho would see a t;.ite, 
to which he should fasten the horse. Metcalf, 
however, rodeforwardtoKnareaboroitgh, which . 
was seventeen miles from the place where he 
left his fellow traveller. The latter wa-j great- 
ly enraged at being obliged to walk so far, but 
Metcalf pleading in excuse that he never saw 
the gate, the 'man found it his interest to join in 
the laugh. 

He was now in the prime of his life, and 
possessed a peculiar archness of disposition, 
with an uncommon flow of spirits, and an unpar- 
alleled contempt of danger; and though his 
conduct was long mart 
chievoUB tricks, yet I 
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and brought to petfpttion several schemes, both 
of private and public utility. 

When HaiToirgatp senaon was over, Met- 
edf always Temaint>d a fov da;^, and passed 
fais eveninsB at one or other of the difTcrent 
inns. At the Royal Oak, Dow the Gmnby, he 
attracted the naticc of Miss Benson, the land- 
lady's da.ug'hter, irhoEic coDstant attentiiin and 
kindness soon inspired him vith a reciprocd 
affection. Knowing, however, that hei mothet 
would oppose their anion, various successful 
devices were employed to conceal tbcLr mutual 
partiality aad frequent meetings. An event, 
bowcver, ocenrrEd which obliged Mclcalf lo 
quit not only thu object of Ms altaclirient, but 
likewie? that part of the country. 

Araonir Metiialfs ncqujuntancc were tv/r. 
TOim? men, whose sister lived with tliem as 
hoitsekeepCT. One evening in her iisnal jocular 
wny, sh? apprized Mctcalf of her intention lo 

Eay hini a visit in the nicl)!, desiring hiip to 
invo his door unlocked. Knowing the mirth- 
fhl propensity of this female, he was inclined 
to cotisidcr this as a joke, but on the other 
luiiil, thiiiking it possibie that a real assig^no- 
tion mi^'lit be intended, and boing too gallant 
lo (Usippoint a lady, he told her he would 
obey her orders. The lady was punctual to 
her .ippointmcnt, and tlie consequence of her 
impnidence was evident in a few months. 
She entreated Metcalf to marry her, but she 
having made the first advcncos, lie did not feel 
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his conscience interested, and reftued. Her 

only recciurse was to apply to the parish, which 
fiiuling she had dnne, he trith aoioe difficult 
ohtHined an interview with Mia? Benaoc, prtn 
ceeded to Whitby, and went on board on ^uio 
ship bound to London. 

After an absence of seven oiontlia, ho re- 
lumeil to Knareaborousrh, where he found the 
woman who had been the cause of liie journey 
tomfortably situated, and not inclined to 
trouble him. During his absence a Mr. Dick- 
inson had paid his addrussea to Mies Benson, 
and now urged his suit with such ardor, 
that the banns were published, and the wed- 
ding day appointed, to the no amall mortifi- 
cation of Mctcalf, who thought himself secure 
of her affection. Though lie lovud her tender- 
ly, his pride prevented liini from niaiiifc sting 
his feelings, or attempting to prevent the 
match. 

On the day preceding -that on which the 
nuptials were to be solemnized. Mete alf, riding 
past the Royol Oak, was accoated witii — " One 
wants to speak with you." He immediately 
turned towards the stables of the Oak, and 
there, to his joy and surprise, he found tlie 
object of his love, who had sent her mother'a 
servant to call him. After some explanation, 
8n elopement was resolved ujion, which Met- 
calf, with the assistance of a friend, effected 
that night, and the next morning they were 
united- The confusion of his rival, who had 
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providGtl-aa eiiteiUiiiuiient for twc hundred 
people, ma; easUy be coDccived. 

Mrs. BenHon, being much enraged at her 
danglitvr's ctiQiIucI, refitaed either to see her 
-oi gLve up her clotlies : nor was ehe Tecoii- 
ciled to her till she was delivered of her seC' 
ond child, on which occasion ahe stood sponsor 
to it, aDd presented MetciUf with twenty 
gtlineaa. 

He now purchased a house at Knnresbor- 
ough, and continued to play at llariowgHte 
duriDg tiie season- He hkewiae set up a tour- 
wliecled chaise, and a one-horse chair, fur 
public accommodation, which were the first 
of tlie kind kept there. These veliicles he 
kept two sunimor.-j ; but the innkeepers begin- 
ning to run chaises, lie rclinijuislied tiiut 
aehemiB, aud with it racing and hunting. He 
then bought horses, and went to liie coast for 
fi=h, wjiich he took to Leeds and Manchester, 
and was ao indefatigable, tliit he would fre- 
quently walk for two iiiglita and a day, wjlJi 
little or no reaL But the profit of this busi- 
ncsa being small, and the fatigue excessive, 
he soon abandoned that likewise. 

At the commencement of the rebellion in 
1745, he exchanged his situation as violin 
player at Harrowgate, for the profession of 
arms. This singular event was brought about 
in the following mEtnner: 

William Thornton, Esq. of Thumville, hav- 
ing resolved to raise 4 company tit> hia own 



ted his men by six o'clock. 
Md much soonor than was 
ntire satisfaction of the 

_9 contracted for building 
Hlibiidge, Which ho com- 
^!lit t« his abilities. The 
f loads, and building and 
Ed Yorkshire, Lancashire, 
llGsliire^he continued with 
rear 17S2, when h« 
intry. 

ff 1788, be lost bis wife in 
Jbf.her age, aiitl the fortieth 
Kflng four children. She 
Ichiirch-yard of Stockport, 
j)h.e then lesidcd. 
ecesafal speculations in the 
if returned to Yorkshire, 
K engagements, he bought: 
teasoring the stacks with 
Ing learned t!ie height, ho 
InX number of square yards 
fe« stack of any value be- 
■ hun<lreil pounds. Some- 
h little wood stiinding, and 
' i girth and height, would 
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him, rrom a. piLrticular mode of narking thcui. 
He also ik'olt in boraes, directing liis i^lioice 
hy feeling tlie Buitiiiil ; and engaged pretty 
deeply in tlie contmbnnd trade, die profiU 
of wliicb wem then much mate cuiisidcrabk 
than tbe risk. 

In the year 1751, he coituneDced a new 
employ; he set up a Btajo-wagon betwueu 
York and Knare»bon>ugli, being tlie tiret on 
that road, and drove it liimaelf twice a vetk 
in the Bummer, and once in winter. Tbia 
Ittudne^a, nitb the occasional conveyance of 
umy baggage, employed Lis attention till tbe 
period for his first contracting for the making 
of roada ; which xuidng him better, he relin- 
quished every otlier pursuit. 

During his leisure hours, lie had studied 
tnenBuriitioii in a way peculiar to himself; and 
irbeii certain of tlie girtli and length of any 
piece of timber, he was able, accurately, to 
reduce its contents to feet end inches, and 
could bring the dimensions of any building 
into yards and f«et. 

The first piece of road he made was abont 
three miles of that between Fenriiaby and 
Minskip. The materiala for t)ie whole wen 
to be procured from one gravel-pit; he therC' 
fore provided deal boards and erected a tem 
porary I'.onse at the pit, took a dozen hortt^ 
to the place, fixed racks and manfiers, an 
hired a house for his nen at Minskip. U 
often walked to EnaxeBbotough in the asiB 



iag with four or jive stone of meat on bii 
shouldern, and jaincd his men bj six o'clock. 
He completed the road touch sooner than was 
expected, to Uie entire satisfaction of the 
Burveyor and truatcea. 

Soon after this, he contracted for building 
n bridge, at Borough bridge, *«hich he com- 
pleted witli great cre'dit to his abilities. Tlio 
businesa of making roads, and building aod 
repairing bridges m Yotkshire, LnncBsjiire, 
Dcrbyabire, and Cbeshire,, he continued witli 
great success till the year 1782, when be 
returned to his native country. 

In tbe sumincr of 1788, be lost his wife in 
the sixty-first year of her age, and the fortieth 
of their union, leaving four cliildren. She 
was interred in the cbiirrh-yard of Stockport, 
in Cheshire, where she then resided. 

After some unsuccessful speculations in the 
cotton trade, Metcalf returned to Yorkshire, 
and, for want of other engagements, he bought' 
hay to sell ifpn, measuring the stacks with 
his arms, ^nd having learned the height, he 
could readily tell what number of s<iuare yards 
were contuned in a stack of any value be- 
tween five and one hundred pounds. Some- 
times he bought a little wood standing, and 
if be could get the girth and height, would 
calculate tite s«lid contents. 

In addition to this brief history of the life 
of this singular character, the reader wilt not 
be displeased to find Uie following anecdotes, 
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which are of a nature too ertraordinary t« he 

Metcalf had learned to walk and ride very 
reidily tlirough most of the streets of Vorki 
and btntiir once in tliat oity, as he was passmg 
the George, the landlord called to him, onii 
informed liim, that a gentleman in the house 
waiited a gmde to naTrowgate, adding, "I 
knnw you can do aa well as any one." To 
thiw proposal Metcnlf Heroed, upon condition 
that iiiij eituBlion shoula be kept secret Irom 
the gentleman, who might otherwise be afraid 
to trust him. The Btrsnffcr was Boon ready, 
an(J lliey set off on hoiBehach, Metcalf taking- 
the lead. When they came to Aljerton-Maul- 
everer, the gentleinntl inquired whose large 
house that wits on the right, to which Met- 
calf replied without the least heailation. A 
little farther on, the road i» crossed by that 
from Wetherby to Boroughbridge, and runs 
along by the lofty brick wiHl of^llerton Park. 
A road led out of the park 4|osite to the 
gate upon the Knaresborough road, which 
Metcalf wasofiaJil of miaaing; but perceiving 
the current of wind that came through the 
park gate, he readily turned his horse towards 
the opposite one. Here he found some diffi- 
culty in opening the gate, in consequence, as 
he imagined, of some aJtermtion tliat had been 
made in the hanging of it, as he had not been 
that way for several months. Therefore, back- 
ing his horsa, ho exclaiinbd, " Confiiand- tfaee, 
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JOHN METCALF. 



thou always goes to the heel of the gate in- 
stead of the head." The gentleman observed, 
that his horse was rather awkward, but that 
his own mare was good at coming up to a 
gate, on which Metcalf cheerfully permitted 
him to perform that office. Passing through 
Knaresborough, they entered tjhe forest, which 
was then unenclosed, nor was there, as yet, 
any turnpike road upon it Having proceeded 
a little way upon the forest, the gentleman 
observed a light, and asked what it was. Met- 
calf took it for granted, that his companion 
had seen what is called a Will-o'-th^-Wisp, 
which frequently appears in a low and swampy 
spot, near the road ; but fearful of betraying 
himself, did not ask in what direction the 
liglit lay. To divert his attention from this 
object, he asked him if he did not see two 
lights, one to the right, the other to the left. 
The stranger replied, that he saw but one on 
the right "Well then, sir," says Metcalf, 
" that is Harrowgate." Having arrived at 
their journey's end, they stopped at the house 
now called the Granby, where Metcalf, being 
well acquainted with the place, led both horses 
into the stable, and then went into the house, 
where he found his fellow traveller comforta- 
bly seated over a tankard of negus, in which 
he pledged his guide. Metcalf took it of him 
very readily the first time, but the second time 
he was rather wide of his mark. He there- 
ifore withdrew, leaving the landlord to explain 
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what hia compBTnon was yet ignorant of. Tho 
InttT biiited to the ItuiiJlortI liis suspicions 
that hii |;iii<le must tiave taken a great quiuili- 
ti 111 sjiirils since their amvalj upon which 
thp loiiill inl inquired his rcoaon foi cnlur- 
tiiiiiri^ Bicli an opHUon. "I judge bo," rt^plied 
lliL trjielier, "from the appearance of liiu 
(.K '' — "Eyea' blesa jou, sir! do not you 
1(11 » tlijt lie 15 blind'" " What do you mean 
bj tint''' — " I mean, air, that ho cannot aee." 
— " Blind ' i^racious God!" — " Yea, sir, as blind 
u-5 J at ne, by heaven '" — The utranger desired 
M Uuli to bo Called, and upon hia conQrniing 
lliL laiidlorii's account, "Had 1 known that," 
niid hf>, "I would not have ventured with yoii 
1 ir n hiindrld pounds." — "And I, sir," said 
Motcilt, " would not ha^e lost my way for a 
tiling -.dncl " — The services of the evening were 
r nardod with two guineas, and a plentiful 
entertainment the next day by tho gentleman, 
who conaidored this circuinatance as the 
most extraordinary adventure he had ever 

Metcalf happened once to be at Scriven, at 
tlie lioiiie ot one Green, an innkeeper, where 
two persons Iiad a dispute concerning some 
shF'ep, which one of tbem had put Into the 
pen-fold. Th" owner of the eheep, a towns- 
man of Motculf's, appearorl to be ill-treated 
bv the other party, who wished to take an un- 
fair advantage. Metcalf, perceiving that they ' 
were not li£aly to agree about the i 



, departed. It being about midnight, he rcBolv- 
ed to perforin b good turn 'for hid friend before 
he went home. The pon-fold being walled 
round, he ohmbcd over, and laying hold of the 
sheep one after the other, he fairly threw them 
over the wall. The difficulty of the undertak- 
ing increased as the number diminished, as 
they were not so ready to catch ; but not 
deterred by that circumatdnce, he completed 
the business. On the return of day, wlien 
the pen-fold was found untenanted, thou?!) the 
door was fast locked, a considerable degree 
of surprise was excited, and various conjec- 
tures were formed relative to the rogues who 
had liberated the sheep ; but MetcaJf passed 
unsuspected, and enjoyed the joke in silence. 
Passing once through Halifax, he stepped 
Bt nn inn called the Broad Stone. The land- 
lord's son, and some others who frequented 
Harrowgate, having heard of Metcalf'e ex- 
ploits, expressed a wi»ih to play at cards with 
iiim. He consented, and a pack was sent for, 
which he requested permission to exttinine ; 
but as the landlord was his friend, he could 
rely upon him to pro vent any rfeceptioD. 
They began, and Metcslf boat fouT of them 
in turn, playing for liquor only. Not satisfied 
with this, some of the company proposed to 
play for money, and at shilling whist, Metcalf 
won fifteen shillings. The losing party tlien 
proposed to play doubli! nr quit, but lie de- 
clined t>lQying for more Uian half a guinea 
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poinla. At leneth, yielding to their importa- 
mi7, he eHgnged fur gmneua, and bcip" lavor- 
ed by furtiine, he wud teu, Bad a shilling fur 
liquor euLh game The lose f, taking up the 
card's "Put out, and soon returned willi eiirlit 
guinea^ more, which aoon followed the otiier 

\inong the i 
coiitrBLtt-d Ui make, \ 
tir rnail from Black Moor to Btundisl 
\s Jt n lib not marked out, the aurveyor, cou- 
trarj to e\[*ctation, look it over deep marshes, 
out uf n luch il waa the opmmn of the IriisteeB, 
tliut it wuuld be necessary to die the earth till 
they came to a solid bottom. This plan ap- 
peared to Metcalf to bo extremely tedious 
iLnd expensive, and liable to other disadvan- 
tages. He tlierefote argued thu point pri- 
vately with the saryeyor, Iind several other 
grntlemen ; but they Tvere ali immovable in 
Uieir former opinion. At their next meeting 
Metfalf attended, and addressed them in the 
following manner : — " Gentlemen, I propose 
to make the road over the marshes after my 
own plan, and if it does not answer, I will be 
at the expense of making il over again after 
yours."— To this proposal they assented. Hav- 
ing engaged to complete nme miles in ten 
months, he began in six different parts, havinir 
nearly four hundred men employed. One of 
the places was Pule and Standish Caimaoii, 
which was a dvep bog, and over which it wu 
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thought impracticable to make any road. 
Here he cast it fourteen yards wide, and 
raised it in a circular form. The water, 
which in many places ran across the road, 
he carried off by drains ; but found the great- 
est difficulty in conveying stones' to the spot, 
on account of the softness of the ground. 
Those who passed that way to Huddersfield 
Market were not sparing of their censure of 
the undertaking, and even doubted whether 
it would ever be complete^. Having, how- 
ever, levelled the piece to the end, he ordered 
his men to collect heather or ling, and bind 
it in round bundles which they could span 
with their hands. These bundles were placed 
close together, and another row laid over them, 
upon which they were well pressed down, and 
covered with stone and gravel. This piece, 
being about half a mile in length when com- 
pleted, was so remarkably fine, that any 
person might have gone over in winter un- 
shod without being wet; and though otiier 
parts of the road soon wanted repairs, this 
needed none for twelve years. 

These particulars, concerning this extraor- 
dinary man and useful member of society, are 
taken from a narrative published by himself 
since his return to his native county. Ho 
there fixed his residence at Spofforth, near 
Wetlierby, with a daughter and son-in-law, 
who kept liis house, happy in the Enjoyment 
of the fruits of his industry, as his advanced 



age preTenled liim from engaging in the more 
active occupations to irhich he hud been 



CRARtES MARTIN. 

In the present slate nf HOcietj[, the lotni and 
voluntary Bocliision of an individual from the 
rest of Ilia felIow-creiitDre«,inay justlj be con- 
Hiikred as a very extruorifinar/ cifcimi^lance. 
A rosukition ao unnntiiral con nkirjo b'.' nc- 
countpd for, by tlio supposition of a mind liigiily 
disposed, and whose propenaity to molanclioly 
and misanthropy is strengthened by the inju- 
ries, real or iinagiuary, wbieh a person lias to 
endure on the port of his fellow-men. If fur- 
ther demonstrations of the justice of this opin- 
ion were wanting, it would be fully confirmed 
by the following particulnrs, concerning the 
recent discovery of a savage man, in the island 
of Jamaica. 

In llie month of January, 1807, Mr. William 
Weston, of St. Ann's Bay, was informed that « 
wild white man, residing in the woods of 
Greenwich Park estate, had interrupted the 
negroes in the cultivation of their provision- 
grounds, or when enrtged in other empt<^ 
ments. On inquiry Mr. Westoa found thai 
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the residence of this recluse in the woods had 

not been a secret, but that some late ilepieda- 
tions which he had committed, induced the 
eufTerers to complain. It appeared that he 
occasionally molested llie female Blaves, but 
always ran away from the men. 

This intcUigencG induced Mr. Weston to 
send out a party with a goidu wlio knew hia 
haunts. The party divided, with a view to 
surround his hut ; and in the deepest recesses 
of the woods tliey disCoTCred him sitting on 
the projecting point of a rock. He attempted 
to escape by flight, hat after a short pursuit 
was overtaken and BCourcd, He was naked 
excepting' the scanty remains of a doublet ; 
hia beard htid nttaiued tlip utmost point of its 
growth ; his feet and hands were cmUijuh as 
leather; ilia skin was diecolored witJi liltii. and 
altogether he eshihlted the most humiliating' 
object that anachoretical debasement can f00 
sibly furnish. 

Wlien taken he ofFected to he dumb ; but . 
Mr. Wostcn afterwards obtained from him the 
following particulars : Hia name is Charles 
Martin. He was bom at Nice in Piedmont, 
where his father is a wine merchant. He was 
himself educated at Caen in Normandy, and 
some years ago kept a store at Port au Prince, 
in the islanii of St. Domingo. He imagined 
tliat ho had been two or three j'jars in the 
woods, which he entered at Port Maria, tliirty 
miles distant fiora the place where he was 
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discofeied. 1 itinleifallMkaii] 

had eniojed perfect healtli. 

Being asked why he had abandoned aoca 
he shrugged his shoulders, and lifted op 
hands, as if in the act of adoration. A cor 
was given to him, but with the caution no 
drink moch, as excess wonld kill him, on ni 
he replied : ** Death to me is welcome.^ 

He was provided with food and clothing, j 
all possible methods ii:ere employed to col 
his apprehensions and to gain his confidei 
They were, however, ineffectual, for no soo 
had Mr. Weston retired (or the purpose 
recommending him as a fit object for the 1 
pital, than he contrived to escape. He I 
watxihed for an opportunity of being un 
served, when he seized tlie victuals set bef 
him, and ran off^ with amazing celerity, towa 
the woods. The dogs were alarmed and p 
sued him ; but as tliey approached, he tlu 
down. pieces of meat to divert Uieir attenti 
and to check their coumc. When he foi 
his efforts to escape unavailing, he sudde 
stopped, and ran to his pursuers. When he t 
expostulated with, on his want of confidej 
afler tJio kind treatment he had experienc 
he shook his head, heaved a deep sigh, i 
said : " Man is my enemy ; I am afraid." . 

He was now sent to the hospital, when 
room was assigned him ;-he was kindly tre 
cd, and indulged with an extra allowance 
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food: but so incorrigibly savage were his 
habits, that what civilized man considers as 
comfort, was to him intolerable insipidity. On 
the night of the 2d of February, he made his 
escape through a small aperture in the wall of 
the apartment- in which he was confined, leav- 
ing not a vestige by which to trace his flight. 
A fortnight afterwards, he was found, by 
accident, in the centre of a cane piece, about 
half a mile from the hospital^ surrounded with 
cane trash, the refuse of his aubsistenoo: He 
had divested himself of the encumbrance of 
dress, and had, for fourteen dayff, been.#zposed 
to the inclemency of the weather, which, in 
that part of the island, is peculiarly severe at 
tliat season of the year. His appearance was 
squalid and extenuated ; and, although petfectly 
naked, Ite appeared before numbers of people 
unabashed, and with an unblushing composure 
of countenance, which evinced that the sense 
of shame in him was entirely extinguished. 
He was re-conducted to his old quarters, and 
asked in what manner he lived. He answer- 
ed, that he had never moved more than a few. 
yards from the spot he first occupied ; that he 
ate two canes daily ; tliat he had Mept well 
(although unsheltered, and niglitly exposed to 
"the peltings of the pitiless storm") j and that 
he felt himself happy, because he was safe. 
Being aisiced whether he would abide in the 
courfof the hospital, where he was allowed 
his libertv, he said he would make no promise, 
11 
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When he was questioned why he had deserted 
the comforts of society, to submit to the pri- 
vations of a savage and solitary life, he eagerly 
replied, that tiie very sight of maiikind'''gave 
him pain. 

The intellects of this unhappy bein^ a[^ioar* 
ed to be sound, though he spoke with great 
reluctance, lie wrote a legible hand, and 
spoke French, in the Norman dialect, with 
^eat fluency. It is not improbable that some 
imminent peril which may have threpitened his 
life, reduced him to the situation in which he 
was found, for he seemed to be possessed with 
a notion that he was reserved for some igno- 
minious death : and neither the kindness nor 
the encouragement he received, was Bble to 
eradicate this impression, which seemed to be 
indelibly. He was a well made man, with 
blue eyes, and about five feet eight inches in 
height 

On examining the hut which was his former 
habitation in the woods, it tfas found to be 
fasliioned like an Indian wigwam. Around it 
were growing thirteen Alicada pear plants, 
and, from the size of the largest, it was inferred 
that his residence there must have exceeded 
two years, which corresponded with his own 
account of the time he had spent in this soli- 
tary abode. He had contrived a subterraneous 
kitchen with great ingenuity, and his habita- 
tion was surrounded with springs to catch 
birds^ one of which, when he was discovcrcdi 
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he had prepared for his breakfast. He l*ad 
further exercised his talents in the fabrication 
of various kinds of baskets, and, what appeared 
particularly remarkable, no iron, not etven a 
knife, was found in his possession. 

It is to be hoped that the endeavors of those 
around him to reconcile this, child of sorrow to 
the enjoyments of social life, ultimately proved 
successful, and that the -remainder of his days 
compensated tor the afflictions which it h^ 
]>een his lot to experience. • ' . ' - 



OLIVER GOLDSMITH, 

Commonly called Doctor, a celebrated'ftH- 
ter, was bom at Roscommon, in Ireland, in 
1729. His father intended him for tiie church, 
a department which did not accord with his 
wishes ; he therefore went to Edinburgh to 
study physic. Having become bound for the 
debts of a fellow student, he was oUi^d to 
save himself from imprisonment by fligiit. At 
Sunderland, in the county of Durham, he was 
arrested for one of these debts ; but some 
gentlemen of the college, who admired his 
talents, relief ed him,-by paying the sum de- 
manded. He then passed over to Rotterdam, 
and remained four^ettrs on "the continent, 
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where he encoOntered many difficulties, and 
experienced all the vicissitades to wfaicli « 
pennyless wanderer must necessarilj be sab- 
ject : he had an opportanity, however, of eii- 
joying the scenes of nature, ani of studying 
Die human passions. In travelfibg over the 
continent, he subsisted chiefly by a little skill 
in music, which made hiiq acceptable to the 
peasantry. He also frequently, met with a 
kind reception at the religions houses, where 
his talents and acquisitions were much ad> 
mired. On his arrival in England, in 1758, he . 
was in the utmost distress, and could not for a 
long time get any employment in London: he 
was at last taken into a laboratory, and shortly 
after met with Dr. Sleigh, one of the gentle- 
men who discharged the debt for him in Si:n- 
derland, who now assisted him till sometliing* 
eligible should present itself. Shortly after, 
he was engaged as an assistant at an academy 
at Pcckham. When his abilities were more 
generally known, he was retained as a writer 
in the Monthly Review, in which situation he 
was supposed to have given satisfaction to his 
employer, as he was an occasional assistant in 
that periodical performance for several years. 
During this period, tlie doctor's vanity (of 
which he had a sufficient share) brought him 
into a temporary difficulty: he received- a let- 
ter from Sir Richard , extolling his 

abilities as a writer in the most exalted tenns, 
and lamenting that royal, or right honorable 
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patronage had not been extended to him ; at 
the same time, offering his best services to 
procure a suitable reward. In order to consult 
on this busiRess, he appointed to meet Gold- 
smith at Monday's coffee-house, in Maiden 
Lane, at a certain hour. Enraptured at the 
golden prospect, the doctor entered the place 
of rendezvous exactly at the moment fixed on, 
and, with great pomposity, inquired for Sir 
Richard ; but, to the great surprise and confu- 
sion of the reviewer. Sir Richard came forward 
in the two-fold character of a bailiff and his fol- 
lower, and conducted him to a place of safety. 
The doctor easily became the dupe of any 
plausible pretext, and, upon, many occasions, 
showed much vanity and folly. He was v^ry 
fond of cards, and belonged to a car<F cmb, 
which always kept him extremely poor, though 
he was constantly receiving very large supplies 
for the productions of his pen. Among his 
intimate friends, it was customary for him to 
exclaim, " I know that I can play tlie game of 
whist better than any other person belonging 
to the cjub, and yet I always lose." When 
the production of any other author pleased 
him, the highest encomium he could pass upon 
it was thus expressed : "In truth it is very ex- 
cellent; I should not have been ashamed of 
having been the author of this myself." In 
the winter of 1776, he ordered a coach from 
Covent GTarden Piazza to the Devil tavern, at 
Temple Bar, at which place a weekly club 
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Stairs, and told the story with all those raptu- 
rous blandishments, which a poetic mind, on 
such an occasion, will beget in a good heart 
He finally urged them to a suhscription, as a 
proper reward for singular honesty in the lower 
ranks of life. It was generallgf c<Mxi|died with, 
to the amount of fifty shillings. The gpod, 
but credulous man, ran with &e Cbllection to 
the descendant of Phteton, policed it into his 
hat, and after aftectionately emfaracing and^ 
blessing him, was returning up stairs to his 
convivial friends, with that enviable and sub- 
lime satisfaction, which every man f^ela after 
the performance of a good action r he entered 
the room with triumph ; his friends welcomed 
him witli a peal of laughter ; alas, it was at the 
doctor's expense! The guinea which the 
rascal had pretended to return, was a counter' 
ftit! When the doctor commenced author, 
ho gained a tolerable subsistence by writing 
essays for magazines and other periodical 
publications. He also became a writer in the 
Public Leger, in which his "Citizen of the 
World " originally appeared under the title of 
Chinese Letters. About this time he emerged 
from very mean lodgings in Green AiHbor 
Court, to Wine Office Court, in Fleet Street ; 
and in 1762, took chambers in the Temple, 
where he made a more creditable appearance. 
His reputation continued to increase, and was 
fully established by the publication ttf "The 
Traveller,'' in the year 1765. In 1768, he 
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commenced dramatic writer, and mighty wflk 
a small attention to padence and eetmausw^ 
have placed himself in^L^rtate tUbawe depeno- 
cnce. He is said to Iiair#aBqinred in one year 
no less tlian l^OCX^ and the advantagea arisiiw 
from his lite^raiy productiomr were very eonsif 
erable for majqy years before his death ; bat 
these were rendered useless by an impro^dent 
liberality, which prevented his distinguishing, 
properly, the objects of his generosi^ ; and an 
unhappy attachment to gaming, with the arte 
of which he was very little acquainted. He, 
tlierefore, found himself, at times, as. much 
embarrassed in his circumstances, as when his 
income was in its lowest and most precarious 
state. One instance of his generosity, or 
rather his profusion, we shall just mention, as 
it manifests th^ goodness of his heart, though 
it demonstrates Ms want of discrimination. 
Passing along Fleet Street, in company with a 
friend, a female beggar accosted him, soliciting 
alms : the doctor, without hesitation, gave her 
a shilling. His friend reproved him for hlA 
conduct, alleging, that he knew -the woman, 
and that she would instantly get intoxicated, 
in consequence of his misapplied bounty. •* If 
it makes her happy in any way," replied the 
doctor, "my end is answered.'' Besides the 
Traveller, above mentioned, Goldsmith wrote 
"The Deserted Village;" "The Vicar of 
Wakefield ;" " Tlie Good Natured Man," a 
comedy ; " She Stoops to Conquer," a come- 
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dy, &c. The simplicity of his character, the 
iBtegrity of his heart, an^ the merit ot his 
productions procured* him many friends : hut 
though simple, hondsf^ humane, and generous, 
he was irritable, passionate, peevish, tind sul- 
len : and he has been so much under the in- 
fluence of spleen, that he has been said to have 
often lefl a party of convivial friends abruptly 
in the evening, in order to go home and brood 
over hi3 misfortanes. He had heeh for some 
years afflicted, at different times, with a violent 
strangury, which contributed to embitter the 
latter part of his life ; and which, united with 
the vexation he suffered upon occasions, 
brought on a kind of habitual despondency. 
In this condition he was attacked by a nervous 
fever, which, being impropeily treated, termi- 
nated in his dissolution, on lie 4th of April, 
1774, in the 45th year of his age. His remains 
were deposited in the burial ground belonging 
to the Temple, and a monument has since been 
erected to his memory in Westminster Abbey, 
with an elegant epitaph, written by Iiis friend, 
Dr. Johnson. 



JOHN ELWES, ESQ. 



This gentleman, whose original name was 
Meggot, was bom in 1712, and was the nephew 
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of Sir Harvy Elwes, whoie po8seBfioii8y/at the 
time of his deaths were sapposed to be at letit 
two hundred and fifty thousand pounds. .His 
father was an eminent brewer, in Sonthwmric, 
which borough his grandfather, Sir Greorffe 
Mfigfrotf represented in parliament. At the 
decease of the uncle, this large sum of money 
became the property of the nephew, who, by 
will, was required to assume tiie name ana 
arms of Elwes. When he succeeded- to his 
uncle's fortune, heliad advanced beyond his 
fortieth year, and, for fifteen ye^ previous to 
that period, he was known in the more fashion- 
able circles of the metropolis. He had always 
a propensity for play, and it was late in life 
that he grew disgusted at tlie practice. This 
arose from Iiis paying aliTays, and not Being 
always paid. Al^ad ' ^Oaiiy period ho watf sept 
to Westminstet school, where he remained ten 
or twelve years, and was allowed to be a good 
classical scholar, though it is confidently caid 
that he never read afterwards. From West- 
minster scliool, Mr. Elwes removed to Geneva, 
where he soon entered into pursuits more 
af^reeable to him than study. The riding 
master of the academy there, had then to boast, 
perhaps, three of the best riders in Europe ; 
Mr. Worsley, Mr. Elwes, and Sir Sidney 
Meadows. The connections which he formed 
at Westminster school and at Geneva, together 
with his own large fortune, all conspired to 
introduce Mr. Elwes (then Mr. Moggot) into 
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whatever society he chose. He was admitted 
a member of the club at Arthur's and many 
other fashionable haunts of the day. Few 
men^ even from his* own acknowledgment, 
played deeper than himself, and with such va- 
rious success ; he 6nce continued to play two 
days and a night, without intermission; and 
the room being a small one, the party were 
nearly up to their knees in cards. The late 
Duke of Northumberland, who was no starter 
upon these occasions, was of the party. Had 
Mr. Elwes received ail he won, he would have 
been much richer ; but the sums which were 
owing to him, even by veiy noble names, were 
not liquidated. On this account he vas a very 
great loser by play ; the theory which he pro- 
fes3e4,.*^*tliatit waaimpossiblejto ask «: gentle- 
man- for money," he perfectly'^p^formed by the 
p-actice, and ne never violated this /eeling to 
the latest hour of his life. It is curious to re- 
mark that, even at this period of Mr. Elwes's 
life, he contrived to mingle small attempts 
at saving with objects of the most unbounded 
dissipation. After sitting up a whole night at 
play for thousands, with the most fashionable 
and profligate men of the age, he would quit 
the splendid scene, a.nd walk out about four in 
the morning to Smithfield, to meet his own 
cattle which were coming to market from 
Hay den Hall, a farm of his in Essex. There 
would this same man throw aside his habits of' 
dissipation, and, standing in the cold or rain, 
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haggle witli a carcaaa butchor fiir a shilling. 
' When his nattle did not tsrivc at t)ie expecteil 
bour, he woiili! walk on in the! mire to meet 
them ; and more than once he has tcavelled on 
fbot the whole way to his farm, without stop- 
ping, which was seventeen rnHea from London, 
after sitting- up the whole of the night. Mr. 
Elwes generally trarellod on horseback, having 
first taken care to put two or tliree egga, boiled 
hard, Intohia great coat pocket, or any scraps of 
bread he could fi:id ; tlien, mounting one of his 
hunters, he mads the best of hb way out of 
Iiondon, into that ro^.d where turnpikes were 
the Icn^t numerotia. Next, stopping under nny 
hedge, whero he saw grass fnr his horse, iind 
a little water for himself, he would sit do>™ 
and rel>Gs)i hicaBcIf and hi^ a.nimnJ. From 
his si^Eit nt MttrcfianT, In Berkshire, ho went to 
reside at the mansion house of his late unclt, 
at Stoke, in Suffolk. Here he first bcgnn to 
keep foxlioitnds ; and his stable of hunters, nt 
that time, ivas said to be the best in the king- 
dom. This was tlie only instance, in his whole 
life, of his sacrificing money to pleasure; hut 
even here every fting was conducted with 
the utmost parsimony. Mr. Elwes had an 
equal aversion to an inn on the road, and an 
apothecary's bill ; therefore, when he once re- 
ceived a dangerous kick from one of his horses, 
nothing coiSd prevail on him to have any 
Msistance. He rode the chase through willi 
his leg cut to the bono ; and it wai not till 
some days afterwards, when it was feared 
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unputation would bo ner.eaaary, that he con- 
sentsd to repair to London, anii part with a few 
guineas for advice. Though he made frequenl 
eJiCorsions to Newmiirket, he never engag'ed 
on tlie turf. A kindness, however, which ho 
performed there merits notice. Lord Abing- 
don, who was elightly known to Mr. EUwee m 
Herltshire, had made a match for 7000i., which 
it was supposed he would be obliged lo forfeit, 
from ah inability to prodooa the sum, thougli 
the odds were greatly in his favor. Mr. Klwcs, 
iinsolieitod, made liini an offer of the nioney, 

1 which ho acci^pted, and won the engagement. 
On the day tliia loati^li waa to be run, a der- 
syiTiaii had agrPBil to accompany Mr. Elwes 
to' see the fete of it. Imagining they were to 
breakfast at Newmftrket, the gentleman took 
no retVeshment. After the bet was decided, 

' Mr. Elwes still continued to ride about till the 
hour of four, at which time his reverence grew 
so impatient that he "mentioned something of 
the keen ttir of Newmarket healli, and tlie 
comforts of a good dinner. "Very true," re- 
plied Elwes, "so here do as I do;" offering 
iiim at the same time, from hia great coat pock- 
et, a piece of old .crushed pancake, which he 
had brought from Marcham two months be- 
fore, but said," that it was good as new." As Mr. 
Elwes knew Utile of accounts, and never re- 
duced his affura to writing, he was obliged, 
ill the disposal of his money, to trust much lo ■ 
his memory, and still more to the suggestions 
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of otiipr people. Hence he EuppUed evRry 
persnn irho hod a avail or achemf, with an np- 
pirent liigh interest, whether tlie prnicetor was 
knavish or honeaL Henne are to be reckoned 
visiona of distant property in AmftriiMi, plian- 
toma of nnnuities on lives that rnulii never 
pay, &K.,by whieh ho is supposed, in the cotirsa 
of his life, to have lost alJool 150,0Mli, Mr. 
Elwes, ('ri)m hie father, Mr. ifcogynt, had inlier- 
itcd srjnip property in hollies in London: to 
tliia |iriiperty lis added greatly bf buildinfr. 
Groiit part of Marybone soon colled him her 
founder. Portland Place, and Portland Bquore, 
thu riding houses and stables oF Hw Life 
Guards, and houses too numerous to bi> ini'n- 
tioned, nil rose out of liis pocket. He Imd 
resided about thirteen years iii Suljblk, when, 
on the dissolution of parliament, ■■he was 
chosen for Berkshire, having been proposed hj 
Lord Craven. He did not object to the nomi- 
nation, as he was to be brought in for notliing. 
All his expense consisted in dining at the 
ordinary at Reading, and he got into pariia- 
ment for about eighteen pence. He now re- 
turned to his seat at Marcham, relinquished 
his hounds, and distributed them ainong some ' 
farmers. He was approaching the sixtieth 
year of his age when he thus entered upon 
. public life. In three Buccessive parliamenta 
' he was chosen for Berkshire, and sat about 
twelve years in the house. To bis honor be 
it said, that, in every vote he ^ve, he proved 
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himgelf to be an independent country gentle- 
man, wishing neitlior ^09t nor rant, -wanting 
no emoliuncnt, and being perfectly coiisi:i'"Ji- 
tiou3. When Mr. Elwea quitted parlianjent, he 
wn5, in tlie (iiTniUitr phrase, "a fishtout of water." 
He had for Hums years been a. member ot' a 
cord cluh, at the Mount coffee-houBe, au<l, by 
a cunsUint attendance on tho meeting, he con- 
siilodhiinaelf for the loss of liisseat The play 
was moderate, and he enjoyed t)ie Jire ttnd 
candle ftt a general expense. Still, howPver, 
he retained some fondncas fw play, and he im- 
agined that he bad a tborouirh knowledge of 
IliG picqnet. It was his inisfbrtuAfi to meet 
with a gentleman who thought the anme of 
tiimself, and on mur.h better grounds ; for, niter 
a contest of two days and a night, Mr. Elwea 
rose the loser of three thousand pounds, which 
was paid him by a draft on Messrs. Hoarea. This 
was the last folly of the kind that he was guilty 
of. At lengtli he retired to his seat at Stoke, 
where no gleam of iiis favorite passion, or any 
ray of amusement, broke tiitough the gioom of 
penury. Hia insatiable desire of saving wob 
become uniform and systematic. He still rode 
about the country on an old brood mare, but 
he rode jier very economically, on the turf ad- 
joining the road,without putting himself to the 
expense of shoes. In tho advance of the sea- 
son, Ilia morning employment was to pick up 
chips, sticks, or bones, and put them in his 
pocket to cany to the fire. During tho harvest 
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he would amuse htmself with going into the 
fields to glean the com on the ^rrounds of hii 
own tenants. When he had his river dnwny 
though sometimes horse-loads of small fiah 
were taken, not one would he suffer to be 
thrown in again. Gkune, in the last state of 
putrefaction,^ would he continue to eat. In 
short, whatever Cervantes or Mol^re have pic- 
tured, in their most sportive mooos, of avarico 
in the extreme, was realized or surpassed by 
Elwcs, though then supposed to be possessed 
of about a million. The I8th of November, 
.1789, closed the life of this extraordinary man. 
who left, by will (of pronerty and estates not 
entailed), the sum of 500,000/. to his two nat- 
ural sons, George and Jolm Elwcs. 



LORD ROKEBV. 



Matthew Robinso??, Lord Rokeby, was 
born about the year 1712, near Hythe, in the 
county of Kent. He was the eldest son of 
Sir Septimus Robinson, knight, whose famil 
possessed considerable influence in the cou 
of George II. He was sent, at the usual ag 
to Westminster school, where the cliildr 
of the wealthy, are, for the most part, educat 
and prepared for the university. According 
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ttie aubiect of uur memouB vaa ui due time 
admitted at Trinity College, Cwpbridge. 
Here lie applied to Lis learning with grtat 
diligence, and acquitted liioiaelf willi ability. 
A proof of tliis Ilia progreaa, may be taken 
from his election to a fellowsliip, of wliicli he 
was very fond, and retained it to the close 
of bia life. The liste which he acquired for 
literature during hia early years never foraook 
iiii.i; hia library ivaa large and well chosen, 
and be could refer to the contents of hia 
several volumea with a wonderftil finiiity. 
Education ia alwuya aurs of ^heiialiin^ tboae 
seeds of good sense which he latent u iBOst 
inlnda, and ia an excellent neaoa of nising- 
(.lie chamctor to a ineritoriouB celebrity. Even 
iiiiere it ia not wanted as a mi.-iliiiin of liveli- 
hood, it grealJy heigbtena and promotes re- 
spectability. Ailer his education was com- 
pleted, he went to Aix la Chapelle, in Germany, 
a place celebrated for its baths, and, at that 
period, much dislinguiahed for the peace made 
(here, by which tlie European nationa were 
once more brought back to their accuatonted 
serenity. The company generally frequenting 
thia spot, rendered it the reaort of fnshion : 
and here Lord Rokeby passed much of hia 
time, indulging himself in every species of 
gayety. Hia wit and politencaa attracted no 
small attention, and he aoon became the theme 
of general admiration. UpOD his return to his 
native country, the elector* of Ca^teibuiy 
13 
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chose him to represent them in parliament 
The duties of this public station, lie dischanr- 
ed with uncommon integrity. Duly apprizld 
of the importance of his office, he mad^ him- 
self acquainted with the views of his constit- 
uents, and deemed himself only the organ 
through which they were to legislate for their 
country. Such were bis ideas of the province 
of a member of pailiament; and, agreeably 
to these notions, he acted in his public capa- 
city with zeal and activity. At the ensuing 
general election he was rechosen with accla- 
mations of applause. The electors knew him 
to be an honest man ; were, therefore, proud 
of his services ; wliDst he, on the other hand, 
considered their approbation as a source of 
tlie most refined satisfaction. During the 
American war ho remonstrated with peculiar ' 
energy against the measures taken against 
the colonists by this country. He foresaw 
the evil consequences which must proceed 
from coercion, lie reprobated taxation witli- 
t>ut representation, wliich was tlie only ground 
of coinj>laiiit witli the Americans, in tlie first 
stages of that unhappy business. They after- 
wards, indeed, aspired to tlie proud idea qf 
independence, and their struggles were finally 
crowned with victory. IIow long Lord Roke- 
by continued in parliament we are not able 
to say, nor can we witli certainty assign the 
HJasons of his resignation, ife, however, 
positively refused to be chosen at the next 
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election, and retired to his seat near Hytiie, 
where he passed his life free from those cares 
and anxieties which attend public stations. 
The sensible mind is never at a loss for en- 
joyment Nature and art lay their stores at 
the feet of that man who contemplates them 
with an appropriate sensibility. Much about 
this period his father died, when he came into 
the enjoyment of the paternal estate, which 
must have administered to his peculiar gratifi- 
cations. He now, hencefai^ards, led the life 
of a country gentleman, tmd indulged himself 
in those eccentricities for which he has been 
so distinguished. It must, however, be men- 
tioned^ to his praise, that, with all his whiras, 
he entertained his company with a liberal 
hospitality. Ilis table, on such occasions, 
was' plenteous, and the conversation was gen- 
erally conducted with freedom and hilarity. 
His connections being large and respectable, 
and a curiosity being excited about his person 
and manners, these two circumstances were 
the occasion of his mansion being oflener 
frequented. Guests were seldom long absent, 
and always handsomely entertained. His 
seat, named Mount Morris, is pleasantly sit- 
uated near Romney Marsh, in the vidinity 
of Hythe, where he was known and beloved. 
For his eccentricities, individuals who knew 
him well, would make due allowance ; but in 
strangers who saw him for the first time, and 
were unacquainted with his history, the odd 
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appearance of his person, and the singularity 
of his maimers, must excite curious sensations. 
But tiie interior constitutes the man, and is, 
thoroforo, that part of the human character, 
which deserves principal attention. It wa& 
not till the year 17i>4, tliat the subject of our 
memoir acquired the title of Lord Rokeby, 
by the death of his uncle, the Archbishop 
of Arinajrh, in Ireland. Thus he became a 
l)0('r of the realm. Tiiis accession of honor 
j)roduced no pernicious effect on his mind. 
Far from being elated on tliis account^ he 
continued the same plain, honest man; a 
character on which he greatly prided himself. 
He knew that talents and virtue were the 
only just grounds of estimation. All beside 
were mere externals, and only served to set 
off what was often insiirniticant in itself, or 
to raise the idle gaze of the nndtitude. The 
trappings of grandeur, were, in his opinion, 
caU'ulat(Ml to gratify tli(i herd of mankind. 
'IMiis vcMicrahle nobleman died at his seat in 
Kent, in December IHOO, iu the 88th vear of 
ius age. No })articulars relative j to his illness 
and dissolution, worthy of being detailed, 
have? transpired. His person, his manners, 
and the mod(i after which he conducted his 
paternal estate, — thes(? are subjects of alegiti- 
maU^ curiosity. We shall touch on each of 
these topi("s, because, in tliem all, he indulged 
no small degree of eccentricity. I. With 
respect to tlie person of his lordship, he was 
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distinguished by a long beard, which reached 
down almost to the middle of his body, as 
represented in the capital Mkeness, which 
accompanies this article. This yenerable 
appendage made him look like a» inhabitant 
of the antediluvian world. We tsannot as- 
certain the period wheii he £i8t suffered it to 
grow, but its length proclaimed it of no recent 
date.: for many years, indeed, had he been 
remarkable for this decoration, which rendered 
him an object of .general curiosity. Beards 
were once marks of respectability, pwrticu-* 
larly amon^ the ancients, who were no mean 
judges of oeauty. In this artic\je, however, 
the case is now reversed, and it is, at least, 
considered as an indubitable token of eccen- 
tricity. Why his lordship adopted it, we 
know not : reasons for such a conduct are not 
easily found : it bids defiance even to conjec- 
ture, and baffles our sagacity. 2. His manners 
and habits of life approached to a primitive 
simplicity : though perfectly polite, he, in most 
things, studied dissimilarity. He spoke and 
acted after a mode peculiarly his own, at the 
s^me time treating those around him with 
frankness and liberality. His diet was chiefly 
on beef tea ; wine and spirituous liquors he 
held in abhorrence. Indeed, with respect to 
exotics of every description, he discouraged 
their consumption, from an idea that our own 
island was, by means of i^ productions, 
competent to the^ suppcnt of its inhabitants. 



Beef, over which boiled water had been pour- 
ed, and eaten off a wooden plntter, was a 
favorite dlah, by whicli his appetite was tre- 
qocntly giauBed. Tea ond coffee he woiild 
not touch, or sugar, for which Iio substituted 
honey ; for to sweet things he cherielied * 
etrong sttschmcnt. Of course, mauy aloriel 
were told of his diet, not true; but with re- 
giLrd [o the pardcuhiTs alreaJy specified, the 
render may rely on tlieir auuienticity. Noi 
'should we here foreet to mention, that he wia 
extremely fond of bathing, even from an early 
period of life, and continued the practice al- 
most to his dying day. The frequency of his 
ablutions is astonishing, and he used to remain 
in the water a considerable lengtii of time. 
His constitution had been accustomed to it, 
and perhaps, at least, his health required such 
reiterated purifications. Physicians, indeed^ 
recommend batliiog to persons of almost every 
description ; it iuvigorates the nervous systemi 
whets the appetite, and creates a ^%?l^ 
throughout tlie whole animal econontj. To 
this circumstance, it is more tiian probable, 
Lord Rokeby ascribed Jiis great longevity. 
This part of the subject will receive an ^us- 
tration tram the following account of his lord- 
ship, wliich appeared in print, some time ago. 
4 gentleman, making the tour of Kent, tlius 
speitkH of hia.viBit to Mount Morris: "On my 
spproncli to the house, I stopped, during Bomo 
time, to exanune it. It is a good plain gen- 
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tleman's seat; the grounds were abundantly 
stocked with black cattle, and I could perceive - 
a liorse or two on the steps of the principal 
entrance. After the proper inquiries, d was 
carried by a servant Mn little grove to the 
right of the avenue, imch being ^tered at 
a small swing gate, a building, with a glass 
covering, dipping obliquely to the south-west, 
presented itself, which, at first sight, appeared 
to be a g;reen-house. The man who accom- 
panied me opened a little wicket, and, on 
looking in, I perceived a b^ immediately 
under the glass, with a current of water 
supplied from a pond behind. On approach- 
ing a- door, two handsome spaniels, with long 
ears, and apparently of King CJharles's breed, 
advanced, and, like faithful guardians, denied 
us access, until soothed into security by the 
well-known accents of the domestic. We 
then proceeded, and, gently passing along a 
wooden floor, saw his lordship stretched on 
his face, at the further end. He had just 
come out of the water, and was dressed in 
an old blue woollen coat, and pantaloons of 
the same color. The upper part of his head 
was bald, but the hair on his chin, which 
could not be concealed, even by the posture 
he had assumed, made its appearance between 
his arms on each sidip. I immediately retired, 
and waited at a little distance i^til he awoke, 
when, rising, he opened the dooi^ darted through 
the thicket, accompanied by hi^.dogs, and made 
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direcd J fe Hbe home.* TUi 
anecdote accords ezact^ wHh otfwi 
that have been coimimmrated lei ^At iM dui 
extracHdinaqr ooUqn ^>Hio took, a pnde m 
deviatug from the 4Hp practioes of manWiiiL 
3. The maimer aftajlmich lie oondilcted hie 
paternal estate, foide another smgalar trait 
in the character of hb lordehip. We eay 
conducted, becanse we eaanat ose the term 
cultivated, m the present conneeticm^ widi pro- 
priety. It wae his mode to eoibr emy mng 
on his lands to ran out in all ftirectioiis. The 
woods and pudsB^ with w)ach his mansicm wae 
encircled^ were left to vegetate with a wild 
luxuriancy. Nature was not in any respect 
checked by art; she sported herself iti ten 
thonsand charms, and e^bited the countless 
forms of variety. The animals, also, of every 
class, were left in the same state of perfect 
freedom, and were seen bounding through 
his pastures with uncqmmon spirit and energ^y. 
In some respects, this general license which 
he gave to tlie animate and inanimate objects 
around him, may challenge admiration. Na- 
ture, in such a case, must undofd>tedly be 
more unrestrained in her operations, and 
would, of course, stinted by no foreijgn canses, 
expand with a greater grandeur and eublimity« 
But, nevertheless, it must be confessed that 
this idea was carried by his lordship to an 
excess. The God of nature has left moch 
to be perfiirmed by the care and ii^nstry 
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O. We ire expected to reduce mnny 
tfj faster proportions ; aiid we are to 
this lower world, by improfcnienti, 
»ient, in n alill higher degree, botJi to 
BiiBiiro and utility. Such, then, b our 
t i>f Lord Rokebyj we have endesvor- 
Jifiiily to copy tho original, and happy 
re deem oursalves, should it be found 
e have sketched the features witii Gdel' 
tia waa do common character. Peculiar 
taienta, in hi^ habita of life, and in hia 
il viewa of mankind, we toast expect 
tory to have been marked by a singular 
if actions. Such was tealfy the case, 
w individuals had a more mdiajratalile 
to originality. With all these eocen- 
B, however, ho poaaesaed virtueB by 
his defects were abundantly ovcr- 
Bd. We ahnjl close this narrative by 
■ing one tmit of excellence for n-hicn 
LOle life was distinguished, Bia ardent 
labnted love of freedom ! Inimical to 
ws which, in his opinion, encroached 
libcrlJGs of mankind, he ceased not to 
Ma voice against every speciea of op- 
■n. Indcpondent in his own viewa and 
rs, he spoke hia mind freely on all 
ins, which drew, even from hia enemiea, 
i:i<)t)a of adniiiaUon. Intent on the dif- 
of happincas, he uniformlj atudied 
I in his own peculiar manner) tho 
} ond prosperity of his country. 



186 EGCE2fT&IC GHABACTK&B. 



( ) RUSSELL, 

Was always kDown under the guis^ < 
habit of a woman, and answered to ue nuc 
of Elizabeth, as regptstered in Streatham puii 
November 21, 1661, hot, at death, proved to I 
a man. He was buried April 14tii, 1772. 1 
speaking of tins extraordmaiy person it wi 
be necessary, in order to avoid confusii 
among the personal pronouns, to make constK 
use of the masculine gender, however oddly 
may sometimes be combined. < The varioi 
adventures of his life, had they been collecU 
by a contemporary, would havQ formed a volun 
arf entertaining a? those of the celcbrat< 
Bamfylde Moore Carew, whom he accompas 
ed in many of his rambles. Upon examinir 
tlic parish register, it appears that John Ru 
sell had three daughters and two sons ; Wi 
linm, born in IGC^, and Thomas in 167 
There is little doubt, therefore, that the perw 
here recorded is one of tlie two ; and thi 
when he assumed the female dress, he assum< 
also the name of his sister Elizabetli, wh 
probably, either died in her infancy, or settle 
in some remote part of the country ; under th 
name, in tlie year 1770, he applied for a ce 
tificate of his baptism. He attached himse] 
at an early period of his life, to the gipsie 
and, being of a rambling /hsposition, visitc 
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many parts of ttje cnntinent aa a EtroUer or 
vagabond. When ndvanceit in yeora he set- 
tlpd at Chipstead in Kent, where he kept a 
larg-e shop- Sometimos he travelled the coun- 
try with goods, in the character of a married 
lOoman, haviug chimfjed hie maidtn name for 
that of hia husband, who carried the pack ; and, 
to Ills death, was reputed a lou&uf, being known 
by tlie familiar name of " Bet Page !" la the 
coazsB of hia travels he attached hiineelf to 
itinerant physicians, learned their noattuma, 
and practised their airL Hid long experionce 
gained him the character of an infallible doc- 
treas ; to which profession he added tiiat of an 
astrologer, and practised both with great ad- 
vantage ; yet such was his extravagance, that, 
when he died, he possessed no more than six 
shillings. It was a common custom with him 
to spend whatever he had in his pocket at an 
alehouse, where he usually treated hia com- 
paniona. About twelve months before hia 
death, he came to reside at hia native place : 
his extraordinary age procured bim the notice 
of many of the most respectable famiUee in 
the neighborhood, particularly that of Mr. 
Throle, m whose kitchen he was lirequently 
entertained. Dr. Johnson, who ibund hint 
shrewd and sensible, with a good memory, 
was very fond of conversing with him. Hia 
faculties, indeed, were so little impaired with 
age, that a few ia-ja before he died he [danneit 
. Another ramble, m which his landlora's •on 
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wajB to have ■fitniwrniffd Un. fts 
very sudden. The mnprM af die wwigl^ p ni 
maj well be imagined, upon findiiig im fte 
person who^ as long as the m emo f y of any one 
living could reach, had been ahrmya lepated a 
woman, was discovered to be a man ; and the 
wonder was the greater as toittd lived nmeh 
among women, and had frequently been Idfl 
landlady's bedfellow, when an miezpeeted 
lodger came to the hoose. Ainong other pre- 
cautions, to prevent the di aco v eqr of his sei, 
he constantly wore a clotlk tied under his chin; 
and, his neighbors not havmg the peneCratkn 
of Sir Hu^h Evans, who spied FalstafT's iMMid 
through his muffler, the motive was unsuspect- 
ed. It may be observed that, supposing him 
to be the younger son of John Russell, he 
would have been 100 years of age ; if the elder, 
his age would have been 104. He frequency 
averred he was 108. He had a mixture of the 
habits and employments of both sexes ; for, 
though he could drink copiously with men, 
whose company he chiefly affected, yet he was 
an excellent semstress, and celebrated for 
making a good shirt There was, however^ a 
wildness and eccentricity in his general coo- 
doct, whicli seemed to border on insanity. 
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REV. MATHER BYLES,. 

Who was descended from a respectable 
family, was bom in Boston on the fifteenth 
day of March, 1706, O. S. His father was a 
native of England, and died within a year after 
the birth of his son. By his mother^s side he 
descended from the R^. Richard Mather of 
Dorchester, and the Rev. John Cotton of Bos- 
ton. The Rev. Dr. Increase Mathier was his^ 
maternal grandfather. 

In early life Mr. Byles discovered a taste for 
literature, and, after passing reputably through 
the common schools, was admitted into Harvard 
University, and, in the year 1725, received the 
bachelor's degree at that seminary. 

After leaving college, Mr. Byles selected the 
profession of divinity for the employment of 
his life, and divided his time between the stud- 
ies of theology and literature. In the month 
of December, in the year 1732, he was ordtdhed 
to the pastoral care of a new church in* HoUis 
Street, in Boston. 

About this time Mr. Byles, besides his pro- 
fessional eminence, was distinguished by the 
publication of several pieces in prose and verse, 
many of which were reprinted in England, and 
some of the poems were afterwards collected 
and published in a volume, in his native city. 
He also wrote a number of essays, which were 



:f 






r 



101 



printt.^ in the New KngJMii Waddy 

His gjgnatore wb one m^mlMben cmnPMiif 

the word cbloisa. * ' 

Mr. Byles was fkvoted Ij the nrillik«Pid 
his poetical talents have often ■mowdl'lpl Re- 
lighted his Mends. Ease, bannony, and inf 
were the charactenstics of Idb Terse.- Ha^ 
however, est^med his poetical talents only aa 
instruments of innocent amasement, and neier 
permitted them to withdntw his attention fiott 
more serious and profitalile oljects. He never 
attempted any great prodnctKm in verse, but 
sounded his lyre only ia intlinaliaa prompted, 
or occtision seemed to icqa ite > ''' ' 

The fame of Mr. Byles's professional and lit- 
erary character extended to Europe : and, in 
the year 1765, the King's CoUege at Aberdeen 
conferred on him the degree of doctor of di- 
vinity. 

The abundance of his wit in common con- 
versation, and the smartness of his repartees, 
some of which are almost daily repeated in 
social circles, had contributed to the spread- 
ing of his fame ; and were it proper in this 
place, many instances might be produced of 
the fertility and quickness of his fancy, and the 
severity and justice of his satire. Wit is a 
dangerous instrument ; its exercise is peculiar- 
ly agreeable ; but its pleasures are short and 
fleeting, while its wounds are seldom forgiven, ' 
and are never forgotten. It uanally makes mip 
ny enemies where it delights rOne ftieiid ; and ~ 



it bos been snid tlmt Dr. Bylea was too scnsi- 
lile of ili< pleasures, and did not always snlfi- 
ciently regard ita cnnaequences. But to tbjs it 
Diay be replied, that man; thin^ have been 
attributed to him that were not his productions, 
and perhspa his TepuUtion has suffered more 
for what he did not say, tlian for anj tbing said 
by him. 

The literary merit of Dr. Byles introduced 
)iim to the acqiiaintanci; of many men of genius 
in Encland, undtlie celebrated namoa of Pope, 
Landsdowne and Watts, among others, arc 
found among his correBpondenU. From ttie 
former he received a copy of an elegit edition 
of the Odyssey in quarto. Dr. Walts also 
sent him copies of his norka as he published 
them ; and the family have in their poaaession 
a letter pi/arps>rli'>g to be from Lord Lands- 
downe, a copy of which we will insert, leaving 
the reader to judge of its merits and of the 
courtly politeneas and complimentary talents 
of that English nobleman. 

"LoHDON, July 1, 173L 

"To the Bevereiiil Mr. Mather B)-!ei. 

"REVERENn Sir : — Your letter, dated from 
Boston, New England, December 15, 1730, i: 



but thia moment come to myhanda ; so singu- 
lar a favor dedervea my earliest acknowledg- 

" Ab raueira-a^togeras it it mj mMbrtune to 






■« 



19% ECCXKTRIO CUAJULCTEMa, * 

be to fma persom i am«M» longee m to 
genius; tb^.spec -ftnk bvre ientjai 
your poetry !• smuvwiit to ipake me jiid|p 
your <ient 

" I liave been in puB £»: Mme time to k 
what was become of the muses ; they 1 
disappeared a great while^from this part ol 
Old world ; your poems inform me of 1 
retrealfaito the Neir,,and I consider wiUi p3 
ure that their reeidence, however remote, u 
within the British dominions. ' 

I am, with great truthi 
Reverend Sir, 

Your most aftctionate, 
Humble servant, 
Lanjdsdowne 

Dr. Byles was twice married. JSf first 
was Mrs. Anna Gale, niece of the lUe Gov 
or Belclier. By this lady he had six cliild 
only one of whom survived him, and he is : 
rector of Trinity Church, St. John's, New Br 
wick* The second wife of Dr. Byles was 1 
Rebecca Taylor, daughter of the late X<ieu 
ant-Governor Taylor, by whom he had tJ 
children. The eldest died in infancy; 
daughters ar^ still living. 

Dr. Byle^ continued to live happily witl 
parish in the honorable and useful disch| 
of his parochial duties, until the Revoln 
began to create distrust and animosily 
tween the different parties that existed n 
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country prior to the war* Many ^food men, 
who, like Dr. Bylee, fell under the imputation 
of being Tories, suffered more severely at first, 
than he did ; but the jealousy and violence of 
the times separated him from his parish, to 
which he was never afterwards re-united. Dr. 
B. was accused of attachment to Great Britain. 
The substance of the charges exhibited flj^^ainst 
him was, that he continued m Boston with lus 
family during the siege ; that he prayed for the 
king and the safety of the town ; and received 
the visits of the British officers. 

In May, 1777, he was denounced in town- 
meeting, as a person inimical to America ; af- «, 
ter which he was obliged to enter into bonds 
for his appearance, at a public trial before a 
special court, on the second of June following, 
anci of the charges exhibited agaihsthim, which 
were similar to those for which his parish dis- 
missed him, he was pronounced guilty, and 
sentenced into confinement on board a guard- 
ship, and in forty days to be sent, with his fam- 
ily, to England. When brought bef<)re the 
Board of War, by whom he was treated^e- 
spectfully, his sentence seems to have been al- 
tered, and it was directed that he should be 
confined to his own house, and a guard placed ' 
over him there, which was, accordingly, done a 
few weeks, when the guard was removed. A 
short time afterwards a guard was again placed 
over him, and again dismissed. • Upon this oc- 
casion the doctor observed, with his usual 
13 
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cheerfulness, that he wns^guardddf ftguarMk 
Siud disreguarded. Some time before tm%mK»i 
being asked why he did not preach' jMoIwi^ 
Ho replied, '^ I have thrdwa up four breast- 
works, behind ifhichl have uHtonched my»9l^* 
neith/er of which* can be forced :' In the first 
place, I do not understand politics ; in the sec- 
ond place, you. air do, every num and mothen 
son of you ; in the^hird place, von have p<^tic8 
all the week — pray let one day In seven be 
devoted to religion ; in the fourth pkce, I- jam 
engaged in a work of infinitely greater ipipor- 
tance; give me any subject to preach on of 
more consequence than the trutiis l' bring to 
jou, and I will preach it on the next sabbath." 
Dr. Byles formed- no new connection with- 
any parish after the revolution, nor during the 
war. In the year 1783 he was seized with a 
paralytic disorder, and, on the fifth day of Ju- 
ly, 1788, he died, in the eighty-second year of 
his age. 

In person Dr. B. was tall and well propor- 
tioned, had a commanding presence, and was a 
fraceful speaker. His voice was strong, clettr, 
amionious, and modulated with facility to the 
subject of his discourse. 

In conversation and repartee he excelled. 
Some of his friends have applied to him a 
sage from his own poems. 

Thy conversation !— here the muse could stay, 
An'<l in sweet pleasures smile the hours away. 




DR. HOWARD. 1^ 

If in grave words you sacred thoughts bestow, 

A deep attention sits on every brow ; 

If through the sciences your fancy strays. 

With joy we follow through the flowery maze j 

Or if you mirth and humorous airs assume, 

An universal laughter shakes the room j 

Each comes with pleasure ; while h^ stays admires > 

Goes with regret, nor unimproved retires. 



DR. HOWAllD, 



Of pleasant memory, was chaplain to the 
last princess dowager of Wales, afld rector of 
Saint George, Southuark. Delighting much 
in the good things of this worlds he so far in- 
dulged his hunger and thirst after delicacies, 
tliat he found liimself much in arrear to many 
of his trading parishioners. Fortunately for 
him, he lived in the rules of the King's Bench, 
which shielded him from the rude intrusion of 
clamorous creditors. The doctor, however, was 
a man of humor, and frequently hit upon expe- 
dients to keep them in good temper. He once 
preached a sermon to them from the folloSving 
text : — " Have patience and I will pay you all." 
He expatiated at great length on the virtues 
and advantage of patience, " And now, my 
brethren,"*" said he," I am come to the second 
part of my discourse, which is, * And I will pay 
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One other anecdote of him may teni 

to oliiciduU' Ills character. Paasing; bra peruke 
mukiT's shci}i in Leicester fields, be aaw a 
canonicii] wig in ihe window, which took hi* 
fancy ; nnd, entering the shop, he gave oiders 
for one in the same porapouB Btylc, and of the 
eame color. Ill order to obtain credit, ha iv 
fonuoci the niaater that he was rector of 91 
Gcorire's, Soiithivark, cliaplain to the princeaa 
dowager of Wales. IIa])py in the acquisition 
of Bucit It cusiomor, the bairdrc.Hscr finished 
tlic [icrukc witli the utmost despati;h ; but be- 
fore lie ^ent it home he liad heard some viWia- 
pers nboiit tlic reverend doctor which did not 
[lorfuctly please him, and therefore ordered hia 
journeyman, whom he sent witli the vrig, not 
to deliver it without the money. "I have 
briiiiglit your wig, sii,"'said the Journeyman to 
his reverence, "Very well," said the doctor, 
" put it down." "I can't, sir, without the cole." 
"I.ot me try it, however, to sec if it will fit me." 
Tllia lie thought so reasonable a request, that 
he consented to it. The consequence was, 
tliot the doctor ordered liim instantly out of 
the room without the peruke, protesting thai 
if he touched it after he had sold and deliver 
ed it, he would prosecute him for a robbery ; 
regular transfer had been made, and it wf 
now his property. The doctor, when collec 
ing a brief with the parish officers, of ( 
Gcorp-, called, among Uie rest of the inhab 
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«iits, on a ^ocer, Vith whom be had a nmniiig 
account. To prevent bein^ first asked for a 
settlement, he inquired if lie was not some ' 
trifle in his debt: on referring to the leger, 
there appeared a balance of seventeen shilling! 
in favor of the tradesman. The doctor had 
recoprse to his pocket, and palled out some 
half-pence, a little silver, and a guinea; the 
grocer, eyeing the latter with a degree of sur- 
prise, exclaimed, " Good God, sir, you have got a 
stranger there." " Indeed I have, Mr. Brown," 
replied the wit, returning it very deliberately 
into his pocket, ** and before we part toe shaU 
he better acqtunntedJ* 



GEORGE HARVEST, 

Minister of Thames Ditton, was one of 
the most absent men of his time. He was a 
lover of good eating, almost to gluttony, very 
negligent in his dress, and a believer in ghosts, 
hobgoblins, and fairies, although he had re- 
ceived a very classical education in the uni- 
versity of Oxford. His fondness for dramatic 
compositions led him early to try his abilities 
upon the boards of the different provincial 
theatres ; but his vivacity always getting the 
better of his judgment, and some mal-entendre 
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impromptu inadvertently poppiiig out, lie 
constantly upon the mums nde of his engage- 
ment. Being posseesedT^of a considerable pft» 
ternal estate, and haying a fiiin fiiend in Dr. 
Compton, bishop of London, for jnrhoee daugh- 
ter Mr. Harvest had a partiality and a tegmi^ 
he, at the age of twenty-four years^ bade^dieB 
tx) the Tliespian mania, but not without leSmif 
plenty of incidental iuiepdotes in the miftinonp 
of his fiiends, who havf^ ^lovever, generous^ 
sacrificed them to obli^on; wUAst the spirit 
of detraction has preserved his fame as an ec- 
centric divine of no common abilitiesi but of 
extraordinary and singular conduct. He had 
at this time an estate of 300/. per annum; 
and had got so far into the good graces of the 
bishop's daughter, that the wedding day was 
fixed ; but, unluckily, on that day he forgot 
himself; for being gudgeon fishing, he over- 
staid the canonici^ hour ; and the lady, justly 
offended at his neglect, broke off the ipatch. — 
He scon after this . commenced housekeeper, 
and saw variety of company. Among others 
who visited him, was Mr. Arthur Onslow, 
speaker of the House, of Commons, who lived 
at Ember Court, in the parish of Thames Dit- 
ton. This gentleman was very fond of Mr. 
Harvest's company, insomuch that he procured 
him the living of Thames Bittop, which he 
held during life. Lord Onsfow, the speaker's 
son, was also so fond of his company, that he 
took him to Ember Coqih wbere he lived more 

.1 
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than he did at his own house. He suffered 
much from the abuse and dishonesty of his 
servants in his absence, who ran him so far in 
debt, that his circumstances became much 
embarrassed and confused. It is a fact, related 
by those who knew, the case, that his maid 
frequently gave balls to her friends, and her 
fellow^ and other servants in the neighborhood, 
and persuaded her mtater that the noise he 
heard was made in the atreet, or was the effect 
of wind. His memory:, if judged of according to' 
his actions, seems to have been a perfect sieve, 
for any thing would fall through it ; and he 
has even been tried and found to have forgot- 
ten his own name. His ideas were so confused, 
sometimes, that he has been known to write o, 
letter to one person, direct it to another, and 
address it to a third, who could not devise whom 
it came from, because he had forgot to sub-* 
scribe his name to the bottom of it. - If a beggar 
happened to take off his hat to him in the street, 
in hopes of receiving alms, Mr. Harvest made 
him a low bow, told him he was his most obe- 
dient humble servant, and walked on. His 
reveries and distractions were so frequent, that 
not a day passed but he committed some 
egregious mistake, A friend and he walking 
together in the Temple gardens, one evening,- 
previous to the meeting of the club ix^ Ivy Lane, 
to which they ware going, called ^ Beef- 
Steak Club, to which Smollett, JcJuMQi^ and 
cithers belonged, M& Harvest picked up i^ ujaaji 



200 EccKNxuo cnAMAffnma. 

pebble ofso oddamakeytlMtlieMidlie woofd 
present it to Lord But^ wiio wis an OBUMSt 
virtuoso. After they Had. wilktd iooie tmiey 
his friend asked him what it wm by the eloek^ 
in the evening, to which, puUing out his watch, 
he answered that they had aefven minutes 
good. They took a torn or two more, when, 
to his friend's aatQiiifldi|itMiit» he cantdd hie 
watch away into the Thames, and, witfi great . 
sedate ness in his look, |Nit up tlie pebble, he 
had before found, in his fob! Ifis qptorioos 
heedlessness was so aj^Mxent, that no one 
would lend him a horse, as he frequently lost 
his beast from under him, or, at least, from out 
of his hands ; it being his frequent practice to 
dismount and lead the horse, putting the bridle 
under his arm, which the horse sometimes 
shook off, or the intervention of a post oc-' 
casioned to fall : sometimes it was taken oft 
by the boys, when the parson was seen draw- 
ing his bndle after him ; and if any one asked 
him after the animal, he could not ^ve the 
least account of it, nor bow he lost it. Being 
desired to officiate one Sunday morning at St. 
Mary's, in Oxford, an acquaintance, a wag, 
wrote the following burlesque upon the bans 
of matrimony, and which, bemg duly put 
forward, was read by him as follows :-^ 

I publish the marriagie baiis between 
Jack Cheshire and the Widow Glo'tter, 
Both of a parish thai if wen 
'Twixt Oxford here aad Patec^otters 
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Who, to keep out the wind and ^Hreather, 
Hereafler mean to pig together. 
So if ^ou mean to put in caveat, 
Now IS the time to let as have it 

\r. Harvest constajitly thought of something 
, than what he ought immediately to have 
iidered : not only the office of his sacred 
itioH, hut every other circumstance was 
ed to yield to his inadvertent way of acting. 

distraction seemea to proceed from a 
ain vivacity and changeahleness pf temper, 
ih, while it raised up an infinite number of 
a in the mind, continually pushed it on 
lout allowing it to rest on any particular 
ye. Nothing, tlierefore, is more iocongru- 

than the conceptions and thoughts of such 
an ; for he was never influenced either by 
company he was in, or any of those objects 
zh were placed before him ; and while you 
ht fancy him attendijig to your discourse, 
vas often, in thought, bobbing for eels, or 
lying the character of Chamont, the young 
ler, in Otway's Orphan ; and it was far 
1 being impossible, but he was building 
c castle in the air. Yet, amidst all these 
aries, Mr. Harvest was a man of good sense, 

was every day doing and saying some 
gs, which, though mal a propose fknd tmde- 
led, denoted his mind to be cast in no com- 
1 mould. His want of attention to tho 
sent occasion, led him often into disagree- 
) as well as ridiculous mistakes. Once, 
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wlioo at ft pentleman'a hguaein the city, taking 
his loavP, witli an intention to go away, in ono 
of liis absent fits, ho mounted uptlitee pair of 
Htaira into tlie garret: the niwilB, who by 
chnnf'p were ironing there, won liered what Oie 
plan-lie !;e])t such a Btampinjj ttboiit llie rooms- 
when nne ortJiera, taJdng a light to see wlial it 
wns, found the Rev. Mr. Harvest, wlio, in the 
utmost cotifuaion, told hpr, he fancied ho had 
ma{lo same mistake, and begged to know if that 
was not the way to the street door. Such was 
his ubsanee and distraction, thai he frequently 
used to forget the prayer days, and walk into 
liis church with his giio upon his arm, to see 
what could have assembled the people there. 
Wherever he slept he used commonly to per- 
vert the use of every utensil: ho would wash 
hia moTitb and hands in the chamber-pot, make 
water in the baain or bottle, wipe himaelf wilh 
the sheets, and, not un frequently, go into bed 
between the sheets with his boota on. In 
company he never put the bottle round, but 
always lilloi! when it stood opposite to him, so 
thitt lie very often took a. half a doaen' plaaapa 
running : that he alone was drunk, and the rest 
of tho company sober, ia not, therefore, to bo 
wondered at. It is observed of the passion of 
lovo, tliat it acts like nn inundation, turning 
every thing that stands in its way topsy tun-y, 
misleading the judgment, blinding the under' 
Btundlni;, punishing tlie wise man, and tjoklin^ 
the fool ; but Ibis powerful incentive to aotion 
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effect upon Mr. Harvest After his 
ffair'with the bishop's daughter, one 
think he would have taken bettor care 
icond time, and have been ih the way 
the parson was waiting, and the bride 
billing: but no! Mr. Harvest Wfius the 
ibsent man still, and he made himself as 
ous this time as the first, and lost an 
e girl with a good fortune. In short, 
the destined happy day arrived, on which 
3 to become a husband, and the coach 
at his door to bring him to breakfast 
bis intended, and her father ; Presto ! 
and begone ! the gentleman wa!^ not to 
nd : he had taken himself off the same 
ig about seven o'clock, and nobody 
tell what was become of him ; and it was 
dusk before he recollected any thing of 
Tair, when he took to his heels, from Ihe 
By he was in, and ran like a madman all 
ly back, and such a dirty figure he was 
he arrived, that he was scarae to be 
I ; the truth was, that, being invited by 
leness of the weather, he had strayed as 
Richmond, where he had been hooked 
jmpany to dine, and, upon the return of 
ach to Thames Ditton, he accidentally 
ight himself of this momentous business : 
ipping tlie coach, he made all the haste 
Ic, through thick and thin, to the placo^ 
ignation, to apologize, if possible, for hia« 
ious piece of neglect ; but this lady, like 
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the firat, thought Iierself bo ill used, that ^he 
would never see him afterwards ; yet Mr. Har- 
vest used often to meotitin tliat day as the 
pli!asanLest of his whole life, tils figure was 
oTiR of thii most uncouth imagTBable : he seldom 
hsd a clean shirt on ; and, when he happened to 
have one, he either wanted shaving, or had 
dirty hoots on, or, perhapa, two odd atockings 
instead of mates ; and if any one remarked to 
him tlie great impropriety of his ilovcnlinesa, 
hs would reply, that, " Indeed he was not very 
exact." An equestrian expedition of his, to 
eee the ahove-mentioned lady, during the 
neriod of their courtship, must not be omitted 
here.— Thinking it necessary to go on horse- 
back, OS it waji winter, and the roads very 
dirty, he thought he might save the time of 
■hilling himself by doing it on the road upon 
his Rosinante ; so providing himself with a 
clean cravat and shirt in hii pocket, he pro- 
ceeded on, until he came to the lane at the 
bottom of which the lady lived, when, stripping 
himself, and laying the things before him on 
the i<Hddle,^ust as he was attempting to put his 
shirt on, hia horse took fright, and ran with 
him quite to the door of the lady's house, 
where was to be found the Rev. Mr. Har- 
vest without a shirt or hat ; for all the things 
were, like Johnny Gilpin's wig and hat, on the 
road, and lay to be bleached In tlie mud, till 
the doctor and a servant come and collected 
them together. lie mostly travelled on foot, 
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rdless of all weathers. His shoes and 
dngs were generally in a heastly pickle, 
:e never cleaned them, nor woold he suffer 
1 to be cleaned. The Surrey and Kent 
i, forty years ago, were not so j?ood as 
are now ; some of them were conioanded 
* then, and if they had been a fathom or 
», it would have been just the same to Par- 
Harvest, for he never picked his steps, but 
sd through the middle of every thing, and 
like to have been run over ohce or twice, 
lave robbed him of money to any amount 
d have been totally impossible, for he verv 
>m carried any about him, save a few half- 
e, to buy some shrimps or gingerbread ; a 
yworth of which he would put into his 
tcoat pocket, and forget they were there, 
\g tobacco and gunpowder, worms, gentles 
ishing, and other articles. This rubbish 
flen carried about him till it smelled so as 
3nder his presence almost insufferable. 

late lady dowager of Pembroke once 
3d out such a heterogeneous conglomer- 
i of stuff as filled the parlor dust shovel 

We have already observed his intimacy 
the Onslow family, who lived at Ember 
•t, in the parish of Thames Ditton. This^ 
ly was so fond of Mr. Harvest's company,' 
he had a bed there, and resided with them 
>ng as he likpd together. One day, Lady 
.dw, being desirous of knowing the most 
irkablo planets and constellation^* request- 
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0(1 iMr. Ilarvctit, on a fine evening, to point tbeai 
out to \u:r, wliich he undertook to do ; but, in 
tlio midst of Iiirt lecture, hiiving occasion to 
luiiko \viit(;r, thoujrht that need not interrupt it, 
juid, ri(;cordin<rly, directing that operation with 
one iiaud, went on in his explanations with the 
otlior, pointing out tlie various constellations in 
the hfavciH. " That stream of light," said he, 
^'niaduiii, is the milky way: this planet is a 
ca])ital ono, ^and is attended by its guards or 
satellitoij;" meaning the planet Jupiter; the 
bilfre water running all the while before him. 
His idea of propriety in discourse before the 
fair s(;x, may bo taken from the following 
auocdoto : — One day, when Lady Onslow htM 
;i jrrcat doal of company, Mr. Harvest got up 
and sjiid, " Ladies, I am goinj^ to the Boguoy ;" 
mcaninj^ a certain jdace. Being jested and 
rej)rove(l for this indelicate piece of behavior, 
in ()r(l«3r to numd it, the next day he got up, and 
(hvsinMl the comi)any to take notice, he was 
not then jr^iug to that place he called the Bo- 
guoy. 'J'lie family had a private mode of 
w;irnin<jf him wlicm he was going wrong, or 
into any impropriety; this was by crying CoL 
(yol., wliich meant f{?llow of a college ; those 
inaccuracies in his behavior liaving been, by 
Tjady Onslow, called behaving like a mere 
scholar, or fellow of a college. Mr. Harvest 
making one in a company with i\Ir. Onslow, in 
a punt on the Thames, began to read a favor- 
ite passage in a Greek author, with such. 
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ge theatric gestures, that his wig soon fell 
Se water, when, such was his impatience 
it, that he jumped in to fetch it out, and 
whence he was with difficulty fished out 
3lf. Upon returning into the hoat, he only 
"ved, that his Greek had never had such a 
n^ heforc. His advance in years did not 
him in the least of his thoughtless inad- 
ncy. When Lord Sandwich was can- 
ag for the ilbe chancellorship of Cam- 
e, Mr. Harvest, who had beei^ his school- 
vat Eton, went down to *give him his vote, 
iay at dinner there in a large company, my 
eating with Mr. Harvest on their boyish 
I, the parson suddenly exclaimed, " Apro- 
whence do you, my lord, derive your 
lame of Jemmy Twitcher?" "Why,** 
ered his lordship, ** from some foolish 
V." " No," replied Harvest, " it is not 
some, but every body calls you so." On 
1 his lordship, to end the disagreeaSle 
jation, being near the pudding, put a large 
on the doctor's plate, who, immediately 
ig it, stopped his mouth for that time. On 
icr occasion, having accompanied my lord 
dais, they walked on the ramparts. Mus- 
)n some geometrical problem, he lost his 
•any in the midst of that town. Mr. Har- 
could not speak a word of French ; but 
lecting my lowl was at the Silver Lion, he 
. shilling in his mouth, and set himself in 
ttitudc of a lion rampant. After exciting 
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much adiBiMM9Lli*'w«iJ»4 back tMM. 
by a iN^dHiA teder |ke>l|fei: that 
maniac, e KipcJ fr<Mfl hia keepwi. TJ 
was a great lover of paddibg, aa well «s' 
ment Once, at a Yisitatioiiy the axchdeii^ 
was talking veit .patheti(»ll]r <Mi the transitoiT. 
things of this lire, aftiong wmch he enumeralM 
many particulars, adeh as health, beauty, ricli6% 
and power : the doctor, whojjgteyed with jKreat 
attention, turning about tdBelp himself to a' 
slice of pudding, found it was all gone, oa 
which, turning to the reverend moralist, bo 
begged that Mr. Archdeacon, in his future cat> 
alogue of transitory Ihin^, would not forget to 
insert a pudding. His fondness for theatric 
performances very much abated in his latter 
years. Lady Onslow one day took him to ac- 
company her to see Garrick play some favorite 
character: they took their seats in the front 
row of the front boxes. Mr. Harvest, know- 
ing he was to sleep in town, literally brought 
his nightcap in his pocket ; it was of striped 
woollen, and had not been washed full half a 
year. In pulling out his handkerchief, his cap 
came out with it, and fell into the pit. The 
person on whom it fell, tossed it from him ; the 
next did the same ; and the cap was for some 
minutes tossed to and fro all over the pit. Har- 
vest, who was afraid of losing his convenience^ 
got up, and, ailer hemming ^i^ec times to clear 
his pipes, began to make an oration, signifyiag 
to those who were thus amusinjr themseSres witE 
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ha ca{>, to restore it whentiiey had liad enough 
ftm with it ; for he observea it was a very 
jerions thing to die without a ni^tnp : ** And 
please to restore it to me, who am the owner of 
it ;^' at the same time placing his left hand on 
his breast, declaring, '^ I sh^ be restless to- 
night if I have not my cap." The people, 
struck with his manner, handed up the cap on 
the end of one of their sticks, thus putting the 
doctor out of fear of a restless night: His ab- 
ruptness to the ladies has been already re- 
marked : another instance of it, and no more 
Once he was sitting among a company, mostly 
of the fair sex, at Lady Onslow's ; a lar^e fly, 
which had buzzed about him a long while, at 
last settled upon the bonnet of one of the ladies, 
which the doctor observing, got up, and, with a 
formal look and accent, pronounced very loud, 
to the fly, " May you be married ;" and watch- 
ing his opportunity to kill it, he lifted his 
hand, and gave the lady such a slap upon the 
head as quite deranged her attire, and confused 
the company so, that, had not Lady Onslow 
entered the room at that moment, and made an 
apology for the rudeness of the doctor's conduct, 
the whole company would have retired quite 
affronted. Bu^ upon Mr. Harvest's begging 
pardon of the offended lady, and confessing he « 
did not know what he was doing, it ended in a 
hearty laugh, and was the general discourse of 
the whole company. His ideas were so con- 
^sed, sometimes, that he performed a€tion« 




210 ECCXKTRie CHARACTXaS. 

equal to those done by the effect of QamaaAefi^f 
lism. Once perceiving a firiend and bit , wife' 
in an upper room at the house at £mber Couti 
he, in the way of ioke only, locked^ them bHi 
and put the key in his pocket : when, soon afteff 
being called down about some business, ha. 
forgot what he had done by the time he came 
to the foot of the stairs, went out with the key 
in his pocket, and it was near dark before this 
two prisoners could be §et at liberty. Another 
time, in onSTof his absent fits, he mistook his , 
friend's house, and went into another, the door 
of which happened to stand open; and. no 
serv'ant bein^ m the way,' he rambled all over 
the house, till, coming into a middle room, 
M'hero was an old lady ill in bed of a quinsy, 
he stumbled over the night stool, threw a 
clothes horse down, and might not have ended 
there, had not the affrighted patient made a 
noige at his intrusion, which brought up the 
aeryantsi, and, finding Dr. Harvest in the room 
instead of the apothecary, who was momentarily 
cxp'ictcd, quietO(J ithe old lady's fears, who, by 
this time^ wqis taken with such an immoderate 
fit of laughter at his confusion, that it broke the 
quinsy in her tbroa|:, and she lived many years 
afterwards to thank Dr* Harvest for his lucky 
mistake. Having to preach before the clergy 
at the visitation, he had provided himself with 
three sermons for the purpose, which he had , 
in his pocket Some wags got possession of 
them, mixed the leaves, and sewed them all up 
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tt »De. The doctor began his sennon, and 
Boon lost the thread of his discourse : he grew 
confused, but still persisted and. went on, and 
actuaUy preached out first, the clergy who 
had met on the occasion ; next, the church- 
wardens; and lastly, the congregation; nor 
Would he yet have ended, had not the sexton 
and beadle admonished him that all the pews 
were empty: for they declared to his rev- 
erence, ** they were all gone out." Mr. Har- 
vest's forgetfulness continued with him through 
life ; yet he was an amusing companion ; and, 
if we may judge of him from the sermons 
which he printed, he was na inelegant scholar ; 
bot in his person he was the most beastly sloven 
alive. He died at Ember Court in August, 
1789, aged 61. 



JOHN RICHARDSON. 

The crime of piracy is generally marked by 
murder. Kichardaon, to both of these charac- 
ters, added that of a swindler, of no mean 
talents in deception. He was born in the city 
of New York, where he went to school until 
he was fourteen years of age ; he was then 
put under the care of his brother, who was a 
cooper ; but not liking the business, he sailed 



212 ECCENTRIC CBAftACTKKB. 

on board a merchant ship^ commanded by bis 
namesake, Captain Richardson* 

After one voyage, he served fiye yeun to a 
carpenter ; but having been too intimately ac- 
quainted with his master's daughter, he quitted 
his service, and went to Jamaica, where he was 
impressed and put on board an JSngliah man-of* 
war. 

The ship's crew being paid off at Chathain^ 
he found his way to' London^ where he soon 
€pent all his money. On this he entered as 
boatswain on board a vessel bound to the 
Baltic ; but being weary of his Bitnation, he 
soon quitted that station, haviiig first concert* 
ed and executed the following scheme of 
fraud. 

Knowing there was a merchant in the 
country with whom the captain had dealings, 
he went to a tavern, and wrote a letter, as from 
the captain, desiring that the merchant would 
send him a hundred rix dollars. This he car- 
ried himself, and received the money from the 
merchant, who said he had more at the captain's 
service, if it was wanted. 

Being possessed of this sum, he, the next 
day, embarked on board a Dutch vessel bound 
to Amsterdam ; and soon after his arrival there, 
became acquainted with a woman whose hus- 
band was at sea. After havine lived with her 
a few months, and her husband being expected 
home, Richardson robbed her of^ goods fa 
the value of about two hundred pounds, todi 



pKaaage in an Americaji vessel and arrived in 

SIiQitly after his retnrn to America, Richird- 
Bon wRnt lonellle about fifty miles from Boston, 
wiiere he recpived nomorous invitations to psBs 
tiie Christmaa holydays. Our adventurer now 
paid dig adilrosses to a Miss Brown, with the 
consent of her father. The first Sunday that 
the young people were published, no objection 
was made ; but on the secund Sunday, all the 
girls from the house where Richardson spent 
his Christmas, made their appearance to forbid 
the bans, each of them decisring that she 
had been seduced by him. In a few days he 
received a letter from the father of the girl to 
whom he whs published, begging that he 
would decline his visits, as his coniluet fur- 
niflhed a Rubjent of conversation for the whole 
country ; but in four months tlie old gentleman, 
for apparent reasons, niferod him £300 to InJte 
his daughter for a wife, which offer was ac- 

Kichordson now deserted his wif^ and re- 
turned to Boston, where, after spending his 
money, he was employed by a Quaker car* . 
penter. The Quaker finding Richardson too 
fikmiliar with his wife, soon discharaed him, 
not, however, without being robbed of £70 by 
his accomplished journeyman. 

RichardMn found hia way to Philadel[diu, 
and took lodfincB at the house of a widow who 
had three daugtiterB, where he pretended to 



14 ECCENTRIC CBAtULOrmmi^ 

iourt all three. In consequeDce of the sitii* 
ation of one of her children, the mother nie 
one hundred pounds and half her-|date toldm 
upon condition of his manying the daughter. 
As soon ajs he got possession of the property 
he left his wife, and went to South Caroluuu 

Within a month after his arrival in this col- 
ony, he sailed as mate to Jamaica, imd returned 
to Carolina, where he was inVited4o aa entei- 
tainment to be given on account c^ the birth- 
day of his owner's onl^ daughter. A oioderate 
share of skill in singing and dancing vecom- 
mended him to the particular notice of the 
young lady, to whom he was as dishononble as 
to his other female acquaintancM. The ftdher 
perceiving convincing proofs of their intimacv, 
insisted that Richardson should marrv the gin ; 
this he refused to do on account of nis inabil- 
ity to support her ; but on the father promising 
his assistance, the marriage took place. 

Soon afterwards the old gentleman gave his 
son-in-law a ship and cargo, as a marriage por- 
tion, in which Richardson embarked for Barba- 
does ; but not many days after leaving port, he 
lost vessel and catgo during a storm. 

After driving ssme days in a boat, at sea, 
Richardson and his crew were taken up by a 
vessel and carried to St. Kitts, where he heard 
that the wife he married in Pennsylvania had 
died of a broken heart This circumstance, to- 
gether with the loss of his ship, dro^e bun dui* 
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tracted ; bo lliat he was confined to his cham- 
ber four months. 

One day, as he waa rumbling witli a young 
gentlciQlui in tiiut island, he stopped of a 
Budiieii, and put hia hand in km pocket, pretend- 
ing to liavo lust his purse, containing twenty 
piatolos. Tlie young genllemaa swin after 
presented our adventurer to hia isther, wlio ad- 
vikiii^ud liini one hundred pistoles, and received 
n. lirdft Ibr that amount on Governor Richard- 
son of Meovis, whom tlie drawer declared to 
be his father. 

After ohtajning another hundred pistoles in 
tbe same manner, he bought goods of siJew 
merchant for ready money, ajid obtained a much 
larger amount from him on credit, all of which 
he carried to Cartliagena. 

From Cartliagena he sailed to Vera Cruj, 
and tiience to l^ngland, where he took lodgings 
ii) a public house at Chatham, kept by Thomas 
Biilhird, Ballard's brothr'r, n-lm had been 
absent many years, resembled Richardson. 
The publican, the re fore, conceived a strong idea 
that tlio latter was his brother; which he ac- 
knowledged, expecting to reap some advantage 
thereby. 

Richardson now lived in a sumptuous manner, 
ti«e of -expense, and Bailard felt uneasy 
whenever out of his company. At length 
Ballard took Richardson to see his two ntten 
OB Sittingboume, where there were gnat le- 
joicinga on his airivaL 
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house ; whilat -Man came forwud Jupiter 
stood b; to hold the candle. I wis to be a great 

Lord Dexter alter having eerved an appren- 
ticeship tn a. leather dreaaer, commenced bu9i> 
ness in Newbiiryport, wliere Eie inarripd a 
widow, who owned a houai; and a email piece 
of land ; part of which, soon ttfter the nuptials, 
were converted into a sliop and tan-ynrii. 

By application tu liis business, hia property 
increased ; and the purchnse of a large tract of 
land near Penobscot, together with an interest 
which he bought in the Ohio Company's pur- 
chase, afforded him so much profit, aa to inciuce 
him to boy up public Becurilies at forty cents 
on the pound, which securities soon after be- 
came worth twenty shillings on the pound. 

His lordship at one time shipped a large 
quantity of warming paTts to the ffett buUa, 
where they were sold at a great advance on 
prime cost, and used for molasses ladiee. At 
another time, he purchased a large quanti^ of- 
whalebone for skip's »tays ; the article rose in 
value upon his hojids, and he sold it to great 
advantage. 

Property now was no longer the object of 
his pursuit ; but popularity became the god of 
his idolatry. He was charitable to the poor, 
gave large donations to religious soqielies, and 
rewarded those who wrote in hia praise. 

His lordship about this time acquired hia pe- 
culiar taste for style and splendor ; and, to en- 
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hniicc liis own importance in the world, oet up 

an elegant equipage, and, at yreatcoBt, adorned 
the front of hia house with numerous fifpirea 
of illustrious personages. 

By hJa order, a tomb was dug. under the 
Biinimcr-iiouse ii< his garden, durin" his life ; 
\v'liich lic! uientioiia in ' A Pickle for uie know- 
ing ones,' in the following ludicrous style : — 

" lleare will lie in this bos tlie first Lord in 
Amoricake, the first Lord Dexter made by the 
voice oriiampdljer state my brj.vo fellowa Af- 
(iniied it they give ine the titel ami so Let it 
ffoue lor as uuicli as it will fetch it wonte give 
niR Any bruudo but take from me tbo Contrary 
tburiler I liave a grand touinc in my garding at 
one of the grasses and the tcin|>el of Reason 
u\er the tuuiue and my ciifTen made and all 
Ready In niy hoiia panted witli white Lead in- 
side and outside tuchcd with greane and bras 
trimings Eight handels and a good Lock : I 
liave had one mock founrel it waa ao solmon 
OTid tliere was so much Criing about 3000 
spectators I say my houa is Eaqd to any mao- 
sioLi house in twelve hundred miles and now 
for sale for seven hundred pounds weight of 
Dollars by me 

TIMOTIiy DEXTER." 

Lord Dexter believed in transmigration 
sometimes ; at others he was a deisL lie died 
on the a2d day of Oct. 1806, in tJie COth year of 
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HEIDEGGER, 



The famous muster of the revelflin the time 
of George II., a moat eccentric man, who fur- 
nished the wits of his time with considerable 
entertuinment. The following account wilt 
give our readers aome idea of his character. — 
The facetious Duke of Montague (the memo- 
rable author of the Bottle Conjurer of the Hay- 
■narket) guve an entertainment at tte Devil 
'avem, to eeveral of die nobility and gentry, se- 
lecting the most convivial, and a few hare 
drinkers, who were all in the plot, Heidegger 
was invited, and in a few hours after dinner, 
was so drunk, that he was curried out of the 
room, and laid insensible upon a bed ; a pro- 
found sleep ensued, when Mrs. Salmon's 
daughter was introduced, who tooji a mould 
from his face in plBxter of Paris ; from this a 
mask was made ; and a few Says befote the 
neit masquerade, at which the tling promised 
to be present with the Countess of Yarmouth, 
the duke made application to^ Heidegger's 
valet de chambre, to know what sort of clothes 
he was likely tn wear ; and then procuring a 
similar dress, and a psirson of the same stature, 
he gave him his instructions. On the evening 
of Uie masquerade, as soon as bis majesty was 
seated (who was always known by the con- 
ductor of \he Jiitertainment, and b; the o^cen 
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of the court, though concealod by hk 
from the rest of the eompony), Heideggmv tf* 
usual, ordered the music to pmy ' God amn tiir 
King;' but his back was no sooner tunied, 
than the false Heidegger <nrdered them to i^ 
'Over the water to Chariey.' The wliale 
company were instantly thonaerstruck, and lU 
the courtiers, not in the plot, were thrown iaiD 
stupid consternation. Heidegger flew to tl* 
music gallery, swore, stamped, and ntedL 
accused the musicians of dnu^eniiese, or of 
being suborned to ruin him. The king aal 
countess laughed so immoderately, that tiboy 
hazarded a discovery. While Heidegger ilooi 
in the gallery, ' God save the Kin^ was te 
tune ; but when, after setting matters to rig^iti^ 
he retired to one of the dancing rooms, to 
observe if decorum was kept by the company, 
the counterfeit stepped forwards, and placing 
himself upon the floor of the theatre, just 
before the music gallery, called out in a moot 
audible voice,* imitating Heidegger, saying 
they were blockheads ; had he not just told 
them to play * Charley over tho water?* A 
pause ensued; the musicians, who knew Ur 
character, in their turn, thoup^ht him eithe 
drunk or mad ; but as he contmued his vod' 
erations, Charley was played again. At tb 
repetition of the supposed afiront, some of ti 
officers of the g[uards were for ascen^Qng t' 
gallery, and kicking the musicians out ; but t 
Uien Duke of Cumberiand, who could hav 
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contain himseli^ interposed. The company 
were thrown into the greatest confusion; 
** Shame! shame !" resounded from all parts, 
and Heidegger once more flew, in a violent 
rage, to that part of the theatre facing the gal- 
lery. Here the Duke of Montague, art^y 
addressing himself to him, told him, ^ the king 
was in a violent passion ; that his best way 
was to go instantly and make an apology, for 
certainly the musicians were mad, and after- 
wards discharge them.'' Almost in the same 
instant he ordered the false Heidegger to do 
the same. The scene now became truly comic 
before the king. Heideggefr had no sooner 
made a genteel apology for the insolence of 
his musicians, but the false Heidegger ad- 
vanced, and in a plaintive tone cried out, " In " 
deed, sire, it was not my fault, but that devil's 
in my likeness.'* Poor Heidegger turned 
round, stared, staggered, grew pale, and could 
not utter a word. The duke then humanely 
whispered in his ear the sum o^ his plot, and 
the counterfeit was ordered to take off the 
mask. Here ended the frolic, but Heidegger 
swore he would never attend any public 
amusement, if the wax-work woman did not 
break the mould and melt down the ma&k be- 
fore his face. 
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EDWARD ALLEVN, 

* 

A CELEBRATED comediaii in the reigas of 
Elizabeth and James I., and (bonder of 4>ulw]cli 
college in Surrey, which he named ''Tho 
College of God's Gift" He was bom in 1566; . 
and, commencing actor at an earlf age, he ae* : 
quired great reputation in his prc^aaioni «b4'j 
at length became master of a large eomuwjy 
proprietor of a theatre in Moorfi^lda, and wMff^' 
cr of the royal Bear Garden* Anbray infonn 
us, that a real devU appeared to hinif-wbilftiCf ' 
TV as personating the character of Satan 1$^ 
the stage, at which he was so terrified that be 
grew serious, and soon ailer totally quitted hit 
profession, resolving to devote the remaindei 
of his life to religious exercises. Among otbe 
pious acts, he laid the foundation of his coUeg 
in 1GI4, and completed it in 1G17, at the « 
ponse of 10,000/. He also endowed it wi 
800/. per annum, for the maintenance of o 
master, one warden (who mu-t be unmarri 
and of the name of Alleyn ''- Allen) and f 
fellows, of whom thre*» are to oe clergyr 
and the other an orgar/st Siv poor men, 
the same number of women, are also incl 
in this establishment ; with twelve poor 
who are to be educated in the college ti' 
age of fourteen or sixteen, when uiey 
be apprenticed to aomo trade. The fi 
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ras the. first master. He died in 1626, and 
»^te buried in the chapel of the college. 



FRANCIS CHARTER*S. 

Francis CuARXERis'was bom at Amsfield, 
Ik Scotland, where he was heir to an estate 
?hich his anee£|tors had possessed above 400 
r^ars ; and was related to some of tiie first 
amilies in the north, by inter-marriages with 
he Hobility. Having received a libercd educa- 
ioii, be made choice of the profession of arms, 
ind first served binder the duke of Marlbo- 
ough as an ensign of foot, but was soon 
idvanced to the rank of cornet of dragoons. 
)eing a most expert gamester, and of a dispo- 
ition uncommonly avaricious, he made his 
jiowledge of gambling subservient to his love 
•f money ; and while the army was in winter 
[uarters,he stripped many of the officers of all 
heir property by his skill at cards and dice. 
le waSj however, as knavish as dexterous ; for 
rhen he had defrauded a brother' officer ot 
lis money, he would lend him a sum at the 
Qoderate interest of a hundred per cent., and 
ake an assignment of his commission as a 
ecurity for &e payment of the debt John. 
luke of Argyle, and the ekil of Stairs, were 
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at this time young men in the army ; 
ing determined that the inconsiderate 
should not be ruined by tlie artifices o 
tens, they applied to the earl of < 
who was also in the army, then quar 
Brussels, representing the destructi* 
must ensue to the young gentlemen 
military line, if Charteris was not sto 
his proceedings. The earl of Orkney, 
for the credit of tlie army in general, 
countrymen in particular, represented t 
of tlie case to the duke of Marlborouj 
gave orders that Charteris should be pi 
arrest, and tried by court-martial. Tb 
was composed of an equal number of 
and Scotch officers, that Charteris mi/ 
no reason to say ho was treated with y 
After a candid hearing of the case, t 
of his villauy worn so strong, tha 
sentenced to return tlie money he ha/ 
by usurious interest ; to be depri^ 
commission, and to bo drummed 
regiment, his sword being first brol 
sentence was excfcutod in its fulle? 
Thus disgraced, he quitted Brus 
the road between that place and Mf 
his breeches into a ditch, and the 
his scarlet coat below his knees, * 
inn to take up his lodgings for t 
is usual in places where armies i 
for military officers to be treatec 
most respect; and this was f 
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Charteris, who had every distinction shown 
him that the house could afford^ and, after an 
eleorant supper, was left to his repose. Early 
in Uie OTorning he rang the bell violently, and 
the landlord coming, terrified, into his room, he 
swore furiously that he had heen robbed of his 
breeches, containing a diamond ring, a gold 
watch, and money to a considerable amount ; 
and having previously broken the window, he 
intimated that some person must have entered 
that way, and <carried off his property, and he 
even insinuated that the landlord hims^f odght 
have been the robber. It was in vain fl^at the 
inn-keeper solicited mercy in the most numili'* 
ating posture. Charteris threatened that he 
should be sent to Brussels, and suffer death, 
as an accessary to the felony. Terrified at the 
thought of approaching disgrace and danger, 
the landlord of the hoOse sent for some fiiars 
of an adjacent convent, to whiwn he represent* 
ed his calamitous situation^ and they generously 
supplied him with a sum sufiicient to reimburse 
Charteris for the loss he pretended to have 
sustained. 

This unprincipled and abandoned youth now 
proceeded to Holland, whence he embarked 
for Scotland ; and had not been long in that 
kingdom before his servile submission, and his 
money, procured him another commission in a 
regiment of horse ; and he was afterwards 
advanc€l(A to thp jrank of colonel. The duke 
of Queensberry was at ^9 time a commisi- 
15 
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sioncr. to the parliament of Scotland, wUoi 
was assembled at Edinburgh, to delibenijte on 
the proposed union with England. Chiiteri^. 
having been invited to a party at curds vjflr. 
tlie ducliess of Q^ueensberryj contrived that kif 
grace should be placed in such a nuumei^iMir : 
a large glass, that he could see all her oai^p; - 
and lie won three thousand pounds of her by tiiii 
stratagem. In consequence of this imposition 
the incensed duke of • Queensberry brought :a / ' 
bill into tlic house to prohibit gamin|[ for abotv. • 
a certain sum ; and this bill- passed into a l«fc 
Ciiartcris still continued his depredatipiiii os> 
the thoughtless till he had acquired considera- 
ble sums, and estates in Scotland ; be than 
removed to London, wliich. as it was the aeat 
of great dissipation, wqa a piaoo better adapted 
to the exertion of his abilities. Here he be- 
came a noted lender of money on mortga^s, 
always receiving a large premium, by which, 
at length, he became so rich as to purchase 
estates in England, particularly in the county 
of Lancaster. lie was equally infamous for 
his amours, having in pay some women of 
abandoned character, who, going to inns where 
the wagons put up, used to prevail on the 
simple country girls to go to the colonel's 
house as servants ; in consequence of which, 
their ruin soon followed, and they were turned 
out of doors, exposed ti) all tlie miseries con- 
sequent on poverty and a loss of reputation. 
His agents did not confine tlieir operations to 
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inns ; bat wherever they found a handsome 
girl, they endeavored to decoy her to the 
coloneFs house ; and, amongst the rest, one 
Ann Bond fell a prey to his artifices. 

This young woman had lived in London ; 
but, having quitted her service on account of 
illness, took lodgings at a private house, where 
she recovered her health, and was sitting at 
the door when a woman addressed her, saying 
she could help her to a place in the family of 
colonel Harvey, for the character of Charteris 
was now so notorious, that his agents did not 
venture to make use of his real name. Bond 
being hired, the woman conducted her . to the 
colonel's house, who gave her money to redeem 
some clothes, which she had pledged to sup- 
port her in her illness, and would have bought 
other clothes for her, but she refused to accept 
them. He now offered her a purse of gold, 
an annuity for life, and a house, if she would 
comply with his wishes ; but the virtuous girl 
resisted the temptation, declaring that she 
would only discharge her duty as a servant, 
and that her master might dismiss her, if her 
conduct did not please him. On tfce day follow- 
ing, she heard a gentleman asking for her 
master by the name of Charteris, which in- 
creased her fears still more, as she was not 
unapprized of his general character. She, 
therefore, tolJ the housekeeper that she must 
quit her service, as she was vei:y ill. The 
housekeeper informing the colonel of this 
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circumstance, he' sent for the poor giiL fal 
threatened he would shoot her if she left lib 
service. He likewise ordered the ^ervints to 
keep the door fast, to prevent her maloBg baf 
escape ; and v^hen he spoke of her it wm ia« 
the most contemptuous terms. On the fbUonr- 
ing day he directed the clerk of his Idtchen to 
send her into the parior, and, on her attend* 
ing him, he hid her stir the fire. While she 
was thus employed, he forcibly seized and com- 
mitted violence on her, first stopping her moutii * 
with his night-cap; and, afterwards, on her 
saying she would prosecute him, beating her 
with a horsewhip, and calling her by the mo0t 
opprobrious names. On his opening the door, - 
the clerk of the kitchen appieared, to whom 
the colonel pretended, that she had robbed bim 
of thirty guineas, and directed him to turn her 
out of the house, which was accordingly done. 
The unfortunate girl now went to a gentle- 
woman, named Parsons, and, informing her of 
what had happened, asked her advice how to 
proceed. Mrs. Parsons recommended her to 
exhibit articles against him for the assault ; 
but when the matter came afterwards to be 
heard by the grand jury, they found it was not 
an attempt, but an actual commission of the 
fact ; and a bill was found accordingly. When 
the colonel was committed to Newgate he was 
loaded with heavy fetters ; but he soon pur- 
chased a lighter pair, and paid for the use of a ' 
room in the prison, and ror a man to attend 
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him. He had been married to the daughter 
of Sir Alexander Swinton, of Scotland, who 
bore him one daughter, who was married to 
tbe eiirl Wemys ; and the earl happening to 
be in London at the time of the above-men- 
tioned transaction, procured a writ of habeas 
corpus, and the colonel was accordingly ad- 
mitted to baiL By the law of the land, bail 
for a capital offence is not admissible. It 
must, therefore, reflect no small disgrace on 
those to whom the administration of it was at 
that time committed, that power and interest 
should thus triumph over justice. 

His trial came on at the Old Bailey, Febru- 
ary 25, 1730, and every art was u^ed to traduce 
the character of the prosecutrix, in order to de- 
stroy the force of her evidence; but, happily, her 
reputation was so fair, and there was so little 
reason to think that she had any sinister view 
in the prosecution, that every artifice failed, 
and, after a long trial, in which the facts were 
proved to the satisfaction of the jury, a verdict 
of guilty was given against the colonel, who 
received sentence to. be executed in the ac- 
customed manner. On this occasion Charteris 
was not a little obliged to his son-in-law, lord 
Wemys, who caused the president Forbes to 
come from Scotland to plead the cause be^re 
the privy council : and an estate of 300/. per 
annum for life, was assigned to the president for 
t^ service. At len|^ the king consented 
to grant the colone) a pardon, on hia (settling 
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a handsome annuity on the prosccatrix. Soon 
after his conviction, a fine mezzotinto print of 
iiim was published, representing him standing 
at the bar of the Old Bailey, with his tlyimbi 
tied ; and under the print was the following 
inscription : 

" Jilood ! — must a colonel, with a lord's estate, 

lie thus oiinoxious to a scoundrels fate ! 

Broug-ht to the bar, and sentenced from the bench, 

Only lor ravishing a country wench ? — 

Shall men of honor meet no more respect ? 

Shall tJKMr diversions thus by laws be checked? 

Shall they be accountable to saucy juries, 

For this or t'other pleasures ? Hell and furies ! 

What man thro' vulaiiy would run a course. 

And ruin families without remorse, 

To heaj) up riches — if, when all is done. 

An i<i^noininioiis death he cannot shun l" 

After this narrow escape from a fate which 
he had so well deserved, he retired to Edin- 
burgh, where he lived about two years, and 
then died in 1781, aged 63, a victim to his 
irregular course of life. He was buried in the 
family vault, in the church-yard of the Gray 
Friars of Edinburgh ; but his vices had ren- 
dered him so detestable, it was with some dif- 
ficulty that he was put into the grave ; for the 
mob almost tore the coffin in pieces, and com- 
mitted a variety of irregularities, in honest 
contempt of such an abandoned character. 

The celebrated Dr. Arbuthnot gave a severOi . 
but very just, character of Colonel CharteriiS 
in tlie allowing satirical epitaph : 
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HeUe lieth the body of 
COLONEL DON FRANCISCO; 

Who, with an inflexible constancy, 

And inimitable uniformity* of Hfcj 

Persisted, in spite of age and infirmity, 

In the practice of every human vice, 

Ejcccptmff prodig-ality and hypocnsyj 

His insatiabie avarice 

Exempting- him from the first, and 

His matchless impudence 

From the latter. 

Nor was he iftore singular in 

That undeviating viciousness of life, 

Than successful in accumulating \^ealth; 

Having, 

Without trust of public money^ bribe. 

Worth, sei;yice, trade, ot {NTotessioii, 

Acquired, or rather created, 

A ministerial estate. 

'Among the sineularities of his life and fortune 

Be it likewise commemorated, 

That he was the onl}' person in his time, 

Who would cheat wiiliout ll)c nia«k of honesty; 

Who would retain his primeval meanness. 

After being possessed of ten thousand pounds .a yea 

Ajid who, having done, every day of his life, 

Sometliing worthy of a gibbet, 

Was once condemned to one. 

Think not, indignant reader. 

His life useless to mankind 3 

Providencb 

Favored, or rather connived at, 

His execrable- designs, 

That he might remain. 

To this and future ages, 

A conspicuous proof and example, \ 

Or how small estimation 

fbcorbitani wealth is held in the sight of Um 
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It was reported that he died worth ssTe 
tliou^aiid pounds a fear in landed sstateSi u 
«,hi>ut unc hundred thousand pounda in mone; 
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Nathaniel Bentlev, Esq., kle tlie propri« 
tor of a liardwuc sliop in London known b, 
tlie cliaractcristio apiMlklion of llw; "Dirt' 
Wuntltotiso," und liiuisctf distjugiiiaticd by tlu 
of " I>irty Dick," was the sou of b gentlemai 
«r the suino name, wIki cnirisJ on the siun 
business in those prerruscs. Tin; elder Bentlo' 
hi^ru livod in cuniridenible i^ylo, keeping lii 
rinTiusr>, and also a country-lioiuc ; he gay 
hid Ron a good education, but, bi'in|r of a tyran 
niciil diMpoKition, treated him, aa well as hi 
Kcrvaut-', ill tlie motit iinrooiranabtc mnnitei 
In conM.'(|Ucnce of I lis unmerited scveritj 
yoiinir Oeutley ran away Ironi his father, iui< 
WHS absent several years; how he waa em 
ployed during this period we ore ttnahle i 
state, but it i^suppoxedthatbc then con tractei 
tliaC peculiar turn of mind which aReiwaid 
roanifested itself in such ai 
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His frugality seems to have been an heredi- 
tary endowment; bis fatber, who posidand 
considerable property in booses at IgUngton, 
married a lady for Uie bAb of ber fortune^ 
wbicb enabled him to save bis own money ; and 
be laid down his own coach, making use of 
hers : tliough a dissenter, be gave a bell to 
the churcli of St. Catherine's Cree, in which 
parish he resided, on condition that a peal 
should be rung on his birtb-day, as long as be 
lived. 

i>Ir. Bentley died about the year. 1760, leav- 
ing all his property to bis son, who, perhaps, 
desirous at that time to relinquish business, at 
first intended to dispose of the stock, trade, 
and lease of tlie premises, for which be was in 
treaty with a Mr. Bliss, of Pall Mall ; the kttter 
proposed to pay half the purchase money, and 
to give undeniable security for the remainder, 
but these terms were rejected by Mr. Bentley ; 
at tliat time the premises formed two distinct 
shops ; tliese he now threw into one, and in 
17(54 set out for Paris. I)uring bis absence 
he left a person to attend to bis business, who, 
being a cleanly and industrious man, placed 
every article in proper order, little thinking it 
would bf) tlie last time that some of them 
would ever be cleaned and dusted. 

Previous to the death of his father, and for 
some years after that event, Mr. Bentley was 
called the beau of Leadenball Street, and was 
seen at all public places dressed as a man of 
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fashion ; at this period his ,|kvx»riCe tndt , ^_ 
blue and silTer, Fititi* bis .hair dresieil in tto 
highest style of -mBioDable extraVagaaoe. 
He paid several yitfpi* to .Paris, and was p r eiN ' 
ent at the coronatiottaf Louis XVI., to wbon^ 
he was personally introduced, and was consid- 
ered one of the moftt accomplished English 
gentlemen then at the French Court ; he spok0 
several languages, particularly French and 
Italian, with great fluency, and associHed with 
characters of the highest respectahili^. TfnB 
last time he went to Paris, her committed fiie 
care of hiff shop to tif'o persons whom he 
thought he could tM^imd on his return paid 
their demands, without requiring any vouchers, 
observing he 4ras likely to have the most cor- 
rect accoGnts by having none. 

At what time Mr. Bentley be^an to assume* 
that appearance from which he derived the fa- 
miliar appellation of " Dirty Dick," we cannot 
ascertain ; though he occasionally appeared at 
masquerades, assemblies, and other public 
places in the most elegant attire, yet his ap- 
pearance at home was such as inlly to justify 
the above epithet ; he generally attended, l^ 
his shop without a coat, while the remaindflt 
of his ^ress and his whole person exactly cor- 
responded with the appearance of his ware- 
house. A ffentleman once venturing to give 
him some advice respecting the propriety of a 
little more attention to personal cleanlineai^ 
he replied, *< It Is of no use, sir ; if I wash mf 
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hands to-day, they will be dirty again to-mor- 
row.'\ On returning firom toy place ot public 
entertainment, his elegant attire was immedi- 
ately thrown aside for hla shdp clothing, which 
he mended himself; ancf it was also said, that 
he made no secret of washing and mcpding 
his own linen, and of purchasing bis shoes at 
Rag-Fair. Before the hair-powder tax was 
introduced, Mr. Bentley frequently paid a shil- 
ling for dressing that head which he afterwards 
seemed to think unworthy even of a £omb. 
On one occasion he sent for a,pu£^ hot would 
not have it, when told that the price was six- 
pence. " Why !" cried he, " they used to be 
two shillings a dozen, and that s only two- 
pence a piece ;" and rather than give the sum 
demanded, he made shift with the foot of an 
old stocking. 

Among other stories that are related of Mr. 
Bentley's frugality, it is said, that he once 
purchased a live goose for tlie sake of the 
wings to clean his goods : he employed a 
woman to go to market for hjiA on this occa- 
sion, with a particular charge to buy a young 
one, and gave her three-pence for her trouble ; 
the goose, however, proved to be old, which 
he did not discover while eating the flesh, bat 
by endeavoring to crack the breast-bone, on 
which he sought the woman, in order to re- 
cover the three-pence he had paid her, He often 
sent, in the name of " I^br^ B£b1e»'! for very 
email quantities of vegelxblei^ iltd was seldcnii 
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known to have any 'fresh meaty tbooffh lis 
would occasionally indulge himself with sml 
pieces, called cuttiiigs. In his living, i^ i* AH 
ported that he nevet exceeded ei|riiteen feat0 
a day ; for he observed that if he^ad fBuum^A 
the examples of manv otiier people, cyr evea^Ul 
old former custom of living, h^ should inemtip 
bly have involved himself in a. state of banh^ 
ruptcy or have spent the remainder of his daf$ 
in prison. When told that ottier pe<q[»le coviw 
not live as he did, he would reply: ^Ev^ij 
one can that pleases," — ^insistin^ tiiat it was 
no hardship to him, though in his early dayik • 
he had seven dishes on his table at' a time, ana 
three servants to attend him. 

Having once invited JKmie persons of'hi^ 
respectability to sapper, after transadStog busi- 
ness with them to a considerable amount, they 
came to appointment, and found him in his 
shop. He received them with great politeness, 
requesting them to excuse him a few minutes, 
and went out. He soon returned with a pound 
of cheese, a loaf, and two pots of porter, which 
he placed on his dirty -counters, sayings 
" There, gentlemen, is your supper, and it it 
the best which the business we have been 
transacting will aflford." 

Mr. Bentley's house, which was of a large 
size, had originally a front of white plaster, 
which time 1^ converted into a dingy black. 
Its outside perfectly corresponded with tha 
interior, and Doth wah the figure of its 
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Grdinary inhabitant. The windows were liter- 
ally as black, and covered as thi<5kly with dirt 
and smoke, as the back of a chimney which has 
not been swept for many years. Of the win- 
dows scarcely a pane was left whole ; to remedy 
which several of the window shutters long re- 
mained unopened, and the other vacancies 
were repaired with japanned waiters, and tea- . 
trays, which Mr. Bentley always took good 
care to chain to the window frames. 'Though 
this method of proceeding may appear to have 
proceeded from parsimony, yet notoriety rather 
than avarice seemed to be his ruling principle. 
By the adoption of this dirty system, he found, 
by experience, that he excited much curiosity, 
and attracted considerable notice. He has 
been heard himself to relate, that a lady came 
purposely from Yorkshire to see him, as the 
most remarkable character she had ever heard 
-of, and it is certain that other ladies have been 
equally curious. In addition to this, it has 
been related, that the neighbors, especially 
those on the opposite side of the street, fre- 
quently offered to defray the expense of paint- 
ing and repairing the front of his house, but 
this Mr. Bentley as constantly refused, al- 
leging that his shop was so well known abroad, 
as well as at home, by the denomination of the 
" Dirty Warehouse" of Leadenhall Street, that* 
to alter its appearance, would yuin his trade 
with the Levant and other foreign' parts. 
The confusion which prevailed in the inte- 
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which had remained locked up, without being 
ever opened, for a great number of years. Of 
this singular fancy the following curcnmstance 
is said to have been the cause. Mr. Bentley 
was engaged to be marcied to a young lady, 
and, previous to the performance of the cere- 
mony, he invited her and several of her rela- 
tives to partake of a sumptuous entertainment. 
Having prepared every thing for their recep- 
tion, he anxiously waited in this apartment the 
arrival of his intended bride, when a messen- 
ger entered bringing the melancholy intelli- 
gence of her sudden death. This unexpected 
event had such an effect tipon, him, that he 
closed up the room, with the resolution that it 
should never again be opened. 

In this capacious habitation Mr. Bentley 
lived alone, without servant or domestic of any 
kind. For more than twenty years before he 
quitted business, he liad not kept a servant of 
either sex ; and, if asked the reason, he would 
reply that he was once robbed by a servant, 
and was Uierefore determined never to. keep 
one again. Some person inquired whether ho 
kept a dosf or cat to destroy any vermin he 
mioflit have in tlie house ; he answered witli a 
smile : *' No, sir, they only make more dirt and 
spoil more goods than their services are worth. 
And as to rats and mice," added he, "how can 
thoy live in my house wlien I take car© to 
leave tiiem nothing to eat ?" 

x'hough Mr. Bentley kept no servant in his 
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house, lir! ciii|)loycd a poor mail bjr the boQI 
to watcli his lionr, to prevent the intrusion of 
irnpcrtini'iit pi'oplr, carry out his goods occk* 
eionnlly, hiiy jirovisions, and hand the ahutten, 
wliidi'ho hiinsHf put up and took down every 
nifrlit mill ziiorniit^. This man hsd directions, 
whnii Bi'iiUfy iv;ij( iihovp, shaving or otherwise 
onipliij-oil, In i^hI! iiim on tho ciltraiire of any 
■■ustoincr, viioii hfi would tome down just ns 
lie wns, lialf rihnvd, or jierfinps lialf nalied. 
Notwil.hsf:iuiIiii;r '"i* odilitios, hi' wan roiunrkn- 
bly politic 1o Ilia cnstoincrs, anil the ludics in 
particular wfro loml in tlieir praises of the 
elcnancp of his manners. 

Amid tilt* muss of filtli whii'h a lonfr scrioe 
of yenrs Imil Rcriinuilntcd in hi.-' habitat! on, Mr. 
Bfntli'y led llic Itiiid of lill; wo liavp alreniiy 
deacribod, tiil his loftHR of tlic pn'mi^rs pxpircit ; 
and, in Febriinn-, IWl, hd ([iiitt'-d tlK'm with 
grdnl rfluitiinpo, bcin;i nndi'r nrtirlea to liis 
Burrpssor, Mr. OoHlinjr, In rcliniiiiiMh bHsinPBB 
ii: his favcff. For tliirty years hi' Imd invaria- 
bly ri'fiisi?d admittnni-o to every one, thn 
irround liinillord not exreptcd, declariu); that 
lie woidii not siifFpr a saint from lieavon to po 
over his house. His Ipase terminated «t 
(.'hristnins, 1W()2: and diirin;; tlie noityear Mr. 
Bentley was the tenant of Mr. Gnslinji, and to 
him also he denied aeress till he enidd no 
longer withhold it. 

Mr. liitflinfc, on nbtaininc pn^i^etision of tlic 
_ nremises. indnlced the ciiriuii!; with a view . f 
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the apartments. This permission attracted 
^eat nnmbers of visitors, by one of whom the 

.following description of the interior of this 

1 Extraordinary mansion is given : — 

The first objects that attracted attention, 
irere the ponderous folding-doors of the shop^ 
and the rusty bolts, bars, and chains for secur- 
ing them. The ceiling in the hall exhibited 
traces of former elegance, and the stair-case 
displayed much workmanship. On the first 
flight of stairs hung the remains of a long ex- 
tinguished lamp. The first room on the first 
jjoor had been a kitchen, where was seen a 
jack, spit, &c., the rusty condition of which 
demonstrated that it had not been moved for 
many years. It had long been deprived of its 
chain, with which Mr. Bentley secured the 
tea-trays placed against the broken panes of 
his shop windows. Here, also, was a clock, 
which was once handsome, and no doubt reg- 
ulated the movements of his father's family, 
but now so disguised with dirt, as to be much 
better calculated to inform the spectator how 
many years' filth it had accumulated, thaa to 
point out the fleeting hou|^ and minutes. 
The kitchen range. Once equally good and 
useful, had only been used to support a frying 
pan without a handle, curiously mended witE 
pegs, in which Bentley used to burn a mixture 
of small-coal and charcoal for cooking his f>ro« 
visions. The furniture of this place consisted 
of a dirty round table, and a bottomless chair 
16 



made iweful bj tbo com of a packing box. 
Except a few aitklea of taofcn carlhenware, 
the Bhelvm and diesMn exhitited uoUung but 



est article in the house, ■tiirnl i ch.emiat'? 
pipkin supplied vith aot^ ibr.-<liaviiig', a brui^h 
of his onn mano&cture, and ■ pioce uf broken 
lookin^-elaes cnriooslT inl^ in wood. Thii 
WHS evioeutly the otiljr iteming and sitting' 
room, and here also its estraiiidinory inhabit- 
ant reposed, vrnppinz bimsell' up in an old 
coot, and lying upon Uie floor, vbieh, from Ibl 
accumulated dirt and lubbiah, mart have ban, 
soder than the bare boards. 

Next to the kitchen was a small studj, 
apparently long inhabited by apidera. Tba 
closet was fall of dirty bottles, from which it 
was conjectured that Mr. BentJey had fonneriy 
been engaged in chemical pursuits. The 
ceiling of this room had been elegant, and the 
ground being blue, he gave it the nunc of the 
blue room, b^ which it lias already been men* 
tioned in thia narrative. The secretary and 
bookcase contained some valuable works i the 
counterpart was hia jewelry caaket,from whicli 
he used to indulge his female cuatomera witli 
little ornaments as preaeots, which never failed 
to be vcrjr productive in his way of buaineaa. 

The dimng-room contained a large, round, 
mahogany table, at which, as BentJey relat«di 
the company were entertained at his chiistsn- 
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11^. H^re the looUng-glasses and pictures 
coidd not be distingnished from the sable walls. 
The antiquated grate, once highly polished 
sUfSit^ hut for many years a prey to consuming 
rust, contained nothing combustible, but seem- 
ed to groan under an immense burden of 
mortar and rubbish blown down the chimney. 
The marble side-board, relics of chairs, the 
chimney-piece, elegantly carved, and the shades 
oHustres hung round the ceiling, indicated the 
former respectability of the place. 

The carpet in this room was a curiosity, for, 
except the corner was turned up, the visitor 
miagined tliat he was treading on dirty boards. 
One of the closets was faW of pipkins and 
phials, of which Mr. Bent^ey charged his suc- 
cessor to be particularly careful, as they con- 
tained poison enough to destroy half London. 

The second floor was truly a .repository of 
rubbish and filth. In one of the rooms was a 
heap of feathers, which had been the contents 
of a bed that had fallen to pieces on being 
moved, and adjoining to this was a small apart- 
ment, once his mother's favorite dressing-room, 
but long converted into a workshop, and which 
contained the remains of a ftorge, work-blench, 
tools for jewellery, smith's work, japanning and 
other operations. In the passage lay aU the 
account-books of his father, who no doubt 
would have been equally mortified and irritated, 
could he have returned to witness his son's 
proceedings. 
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In one of the garrets were fband fragu n fcuto 
of a four-post bedstead, relics of blankets, pil- 
lows and bedding*, but no description can con- 
vey any idea of their rotten and filthy condi- 
tion. This had evidently once been Mr. Bent- 
loy^s cliainber. It also contained a heap of 
old shoes and several baskets of foul cast-off 
linen. In another of the garrets was a table 
covered witli globes and astronomical instru- 
ments, telescopes, compasses, and books, and 
here ^Ir. Bcntley is said to have spent much 
time in tlie study of tlie heavens. 

Such Avas the appearance of the interior of 
this bnildintr, which remained for twenty years 
tlie w)n:lor of every spectator. Mr. Bentley, 
Dct\>ro li<^ quitte;! the promises, was at length 
obliir*^:! to submit to tlie disagreeable necessity 
of ])iitti:i^ them in repair. To avoid any legal 
discussion on the subject of dilapidations, he 
paid down, without hesitation, tlie sum at which 
the surveyor estimated tlie expense of the re- 
pairs ; but in this business he manifested his 
accustomed sinirularity, not suffering the la- 
borers to enter tlie ground floor, but compelling 
them to descend into the cellar through its 
window, and go up to the top and other parts 
by a ladder raised against the front, so as not 
to interrupt the busine.-s of his shop. 

In February, 1804, as wo have already men- 
tioned, Mr. Bentley tinally quitted that busi- 
ness which for forty years he had conducted 
in a manner so truly extraordin^-ry. It may 
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Joseph Hatxes was the Patch of the the- 
atre, if we majT veDtnre, thoosffa but in metaphory 
to transfer an officer or fool of regal conse- 
quence to the mimic kingdom. The place of 
his birth is not known, nor the exact condition 
of his parents, further than that they were 
poor, but in their character respectable. It 
would seem, however, that Westminster has 
the honor of having produced him, as Tobyaa 
Thomas, lus original biograplier, states that he 
was educated at St Martin's school, where his 
progress was so extraordinary as to attract 
great admiration ; indeed, ffo remarkable were 
his aptitude and proficiency, that several gen- 
tlemen sent him to Oxford, in order that a lad 
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of such lively intell^ence thoold not be loH 
by the obscurity of Ub birth. 

At college he was no lew distiiigQiilied tilw 
he had been at schodi, uid H ii indrafdtf 
said of him, that, had bii'difcretioii been'a^ptt 
to his wit, he might have ertablkhed a flooh^l- 
ing fortune. 

When Sir Joseph WilliwmaoB was eledsi 
member for the universitj^ he gate Hajme^ 
some employment, and after he bec a me eeefe- 
tary of state still continued hhn in hie aeifiee. 
But the vanity and impradenee of Hi^fBea 
were enemies to his advancement» for he had 
no correct notion of confiilential hndneMy and 
afiected the airs of a stateamab amonff hit 
companions, by talking of the eoBleiita of tiie 
public despatches which he had tranalated Ifite 
Latin for his patron ; insomuch, that when he 
came to a tavern all were hushed but Machi^. 
velli. 

Conduct of this kind was not however v^ 
proved by Sir Joseph, who, still, without losing 
his regard for his humor and vivacity, found it 
necessary to be more wary with so indiscreet 
a servant, and accordingly recommended him 
to one of the heads of uie university of Cam- 
bridge, by whom he was indulgently entertain- 
ed, and where he took the degree of master 
of arts. His native character and propemd^ 
to tricks and jocularity continued, however, to 
keep pace with his learning ; for, soou amr 
he haa attained his academi^ diputy, a cAm* 
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panj of slTolliBg^players came to the cily, and 
Joe, as oiir hero was familiarly called by all 
who knew hira, was easily persuaded to join 
them. 

With these players he continued some time 
wandering over the country ; at last he came 
to London, where he was induced to perform 
at a theatre then recently erected in Hatton 
Garden, and when that establishment was bro- 
ken up, he obtained an engagement at Drury 
Lane, about the time when the duke of -Buck- 
ingham brought out the Rthtarspi ; and it so 
happened, that on the eve of -the representa- 
tion of that play. Lacy, who was to perform 
the part of Bays, fell sick, and Joe was suddenly 
substituted for him. By the duke's sugges- 
tions, and the instructions which Lacy was 
able to give him, he made himself quickly, 
master of the character, and performed it with 
great applause ; indeed with such eminent 
success, that many of tliO/ nobility, and some 
of the most ingenious men of the time, became 
solicitous of his acquaintance. The duke him- 
self was so much pleased with him, and inter- 
ested in his curious peculiarities, that when he 
went on his embassy to Paris he carried Haynes 
in his suite, and often entertained him more 
as a companion than so humble a dependant. 

Joe was mightily delighted with the French 
people, and he was no less a^eeable to them. 
His quaint pleasantry made him a fascinating 
companion to the men, an4 hid whimsical pas- 
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eions as much su to tlic ladies. He soon SBir, 
however, that lie uii.-i ticficicnt in rank, and 
to reiiicrlv Hi^ clr^firt (Ti/nted hinisolf a count, 
Diiil stniil Ix'liijid tho duke d.'i sucli vhea bia 

He liad HUH- liiirlyset up on his own means, 
and his trndi^ umh jirospcnnia ; liiit no state of 
life is n-itltout its cores, fur altli<nii;li he bor- 
rowed money for wiiiir- time witU grPUt ennc 
and niiocc^'t.a, liveries cmiio to be jMiid, duns 
mnltipl it'll, and tlio sti^ward on bis u^totcs in 
Kii^rliuul wuH one oftliu iiuy/it iircfruliir fcllowe 
poHsible, neglecting always to make liim rc- 
inittaticcEi, in tlio inodt embuirnsriinc ninniicT. 
In a TConl, this ro^ic of a BbiWKnl becnnie so 
intelprnbk' that Joo was oblifrf d t" put himself 
out of hanii^H wjiy fniiii liii Purisinn fi'editors, 
ami, steering fur l>i('|ip^', ombnrlii'd tlifre for 
Unfrlund. 

He wns joyously rcooivi':! by liis old eom- 
paiiiona in Loiiiliin, and ioinx'diati'ly Joined the 
playeta at the tlientre in Dorsi't (iiinlen"; nod 
there he became a noted duneer, " hiiviiijr," as 
says liis biognipher, "loomed, it soriiis, in 
France thnt faculty so nntunl In the French, 
to flinjr hL) lejfs about." After siuiie slioi* 
time he left this tlieatre und went to Brur 
Lam.', wlioro he continii.^d until it was dcstm; 

While the tlieatre was re-building;, Killif;if 



jeSEFH HATICES. S49 

Stage, and Joe agreed to accompaiiy him to 
act as his interpreter ; but somehow Joe had 
occasion, before leaving London, to spend the 
money given for tlieir expenses. This, how- 
ever, was no great embarrassment, for he im- 
mediately nominated himself secretary to the 
duke of Monmouth, who had gone on a secret 
expedition to Maestricht, and whom he was 
obliged immediately to follow. By this ex- 
pedient he contrived to travel on horseback to 
Dover, the scene-shifler acting as his servant. 

They soon reached Paris, wheze thex^ount, 
much to his surprise, found that the inhabitants 
had memories, and tiiat he was recollected by 
those of whom he had done the honor of bor- 
rowing money ; but he for some time parried 
their hints for payment with the facetious 
dexterity of a Sheridan. At last they became 
tired with his fencing, and resolved to prevent 
his escape. Joe, however, being informed by a 
tavern keeper of their kind intentions, resolved 
on the instant to be off; so borrowing from no 
less a personage than the rector of the Jesuits' 
College the sum of forty pounds, by a pretend- 
ed note from the duke of Monmouth, he re- 
turned to London with the scene-shifler, as 
well informed of the theatric machines and 
scenes of the Parisian theatre as if he had 
been all the time in Jerusalem. 

Next summer, he went with the King's 
Company to Oxford, where his salary as a 
player being inadequate to his expenses, he 
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.urned fortune-teller ; but, notwithstant 
universities are the great hotbeds of 
of folly in opinion, he was obliged to 
in the night for London. 

Hart, who was a person of respccta 
duct, had not been too well pleased w 
negotiations in France, "and with hit 
squandered so much money in Pari 
purpose, had some natural anger agai 
and tliis was cause enough for Joe tc 
spite in return. In the play of ( 
Conapiracyy acted about this time, 
number of senators of Rome were 
and Hart made Joe one, although hi 
being fifty shillings a week, freed J 
any obligation to accept the digni' 
however, after some symptoms of 
complied. lie got a scaramouch dref 
full ruIT, made himself whiskers fr 
oar, put on his head a merry And 
and, with a short pipe in his moutl' 
three-legged stool in his hand, he fo] 
on the stage, sot himself down 1 
and began to smoke his pipe, and f 
point at him. This ludicrous fin 
whole theatre in a roar of lau| 
who was a man of such sclf-pc 
equanimity tliat happen wliat mi 
discomposed himself, continued 
out being aware of Joe's bchavi' 
however, at the seemingly unacc* 
At last, liappcning to turn his 1 
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Joe, and in great wrath instantiv made hip exit, 
swearing he never would dafaift foot on the 
sta^e unless Joe were imme^ately dismissed. 
Joe was accordingly sent off^ bnt^ nothing down- 
hearted, he instantly joined a company of stroll- 
ers at Greenwich, where he acted and danced 
ifor some time ; but tiring soon, hie lampooned 
them all, and came to London. 

Joe had not forgotten that Hart had been 
the cause of his dismissal, and resolved to be 
revenged ; accordingly^ as he was owe day 
walking in the street, he met a parson of an 
odd, simple appearance, whom he accosted in 
a friendly manner, as if they had been former- 
ly acquainted, although he had never seen him 
beforo, and they adjourned together to a tavern, 
where the parson informed Joe that he had 
been chaplain to the ship Monke, but was 
then in lack of employment. Joe expressed 
great satisfaction at hearing the news, as it 
was in his power to help him to a place of sixty 
pounds a year, bed, board, and washing, besides 
gifls at Christmas and Easter, only for officiat- 
ing one hour "in the four-and-twenty, from 
nine to ten o'clock in the forenoon. The marine 
priest was delighted, and, returning his wann- 
est thanks, entreated Joe to inform him of the 
particulars. Upon which Joe told him that his 
name was Haynes, that he was one of the 
patentees of Drury Lane theatre, and that he 
would make him chaplain to the play-house. 

*< Against to-morrow/' said Joe, ^l wonld 
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have ^ou provide yotinelf ivMb a beU^ tail * 
there is half a crown to buy Okie ; md at tiulfi 
o'clock go to the pla/-hoa8&, uid rinffyoor bdl^ 
and call them all to prayen, M|f|m9 in ip 
audible voice, ^Players, coni^ to 'ptlyfliiJ 
players, come to prayers V Thii} yoa mait 4<V 
lest they mistake you for the diM|iiiaiB| bcift 
bells being so much alike. BnttiieiAMi MM 
thing that I particularly desire yoa w take 
care of; on the third door on the left hand, 
lives one Mr. Hart. That gentleman, whetlier 
he be delirious or frantic, or whetlier he be - 
possessed of some notions of atheiaill|lf yon 
mention prayers, will lau£^ tft yoo, peiju^ 
swear, curse, and abuse you. If it proceed * 
from the first, the poor unhappy gentlemaa 
ought to be pitied ; but if from the latter, h6 
shall quit the house, for I will never soflhr 
such wickedness in any play-house where I am 
concerned ; and do, my good sir, let it be your 
earnest endeavor to find out the cause, and by 
your ghostly exhortations to remove the ef- 
fects, — such weeds must not be permitted to 
grow in a vineyard where you are the gardener; 
abuse you must expect, but your reward will 
be great gain — go to his house and oblige him 
to come along with you to prayers." 

Being thus advised^ the parson, after a pait* 
ing cup, withdrew and bought the bell. 

Next morning, according to orders, histever> 
ence went to the theatre, ringing hb belL 
and Calling aloud,/* Players, come U> prayen ! 



.. -i 



.y^j 



JOSEPH HATRS8, 858 

Syers, come .to prayers !" Finding Hart's 
)r open, he went in bawling, " Players, come 
to prayers !" Hart came down in a violent 
passion, and demanded to know why he was 
so disturbed. 

The parson replied, "Players, come to 
prayers !" 

Hart, seeing no help, bridled his passion, 
and said, " that he wondered how a gentleman 
of his gown and seeming sense, could make 
himself so ridiculous." The parson looked at 
him with an eye of doubt, then rang his beU 
again,* and bawled to the pitch of his voice, 
" Players, come to prayers !" Hart, in despera- 
tion, now began to swear ; but the other in- 
formed him, " I have been told of your cursing 
8Lnd swearing and atheistical blasphemies ; but, 
nevertlieless, I will do my duty,'' and, accord- 
ingly, laid hands on Hart to drag him away, 
bawling, " Players, come to prayers !" 

At this new absurdity, Hart began to suspect 
tliat his reverence was mad, or that some trick 
was played upon him, and asked him to walk into 
his room, when, after they had drunk a cup of 
sack together, the parson told the wh4le story 
of his engagement. The poor man was soon 
undeceived ; the story, however, taking wings, 
reached the ears of Kin^ Charles, who was so 
mightily pleased with the joke, tliat he sent 
for Joe, and had him reinstated in the theatre. 

But the adventure did not end here ; for tlie 
parson had a son who was accounted a great 
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vordsman, a fighting, fiery, chole! 

ig fellow, but, as such commonly art 

3 rank a coward as ever traduced 

>or behind his back, and he sw 

vowed to revenge his father's wron 

He met Joe coming from the rel 
day, and desired him to draw ; Joe 
to loiow why, and they adjourned t 
that he might be informed. Aft« 
the business, Joe agreed to give tl 
tion sought, but re(}uested a short I 
his prayers, and retired to another p 
he prayed aloud that he might be f 
killmg seventeen different persona i: 
concluded by asking forgiveness 
obliged to add this unhappy gentl 
catalogue ! The oilier hearing liii 
ing his thread of life near its ei 
stairs, and left Joe to pay the rec 

In the summer vacation Joe (^ 
turn mountebank, and set out, v 
of tumblers, dancers, &C., for 
himself passed by the venerubh 
nore Salmatius, whose fame so' 
in Italy, but in most parts of 
himself declared. On his arri 
he commenced business, anc 
practice, and great his applai 
and curious of all ages flock 
mortal greatness cannot cent 
change, and so Joe found ; 
meridian of his glory, a doct 
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•haii himself vulgarly called the Unborn Doc- 
x>r|Came rattling into Hertford in a coach an^ 
dx, with fine liveries and a long train of at- 
endants, which caused Joe's practice to de- 
:line. But he was not to be beaten in this 
nanner ; so he ordered his stage to be re- 
noved to the same street, and within three 
rards of his opponent's, determined to have 
)ji share in the spectators if he could not 
ittain it in his practice ; and as the Unborn 
Doctor came on his stage, Joe mounted on his, 
ind abused him in the most vituperative terms. 
The doctor retaliated, and had the best of the 
urgument ; but Joe challenged him to come 
lext market day, and npon the public stage 
o discuss a* point of physic with him. The 
ihallenge was accepted, and they were attend- 
jd with grand huzzas by the mob to their sep- 
irate lodgings. 

The day being come, a great flock assembled 
hear this learned controversy ; and the 
idversaries being on the stage, Joe proposed 
hat each should mount a stool to be more 
onspicuous to the spectators ; and this being 
^eed to, he com|pienced as follows : — 

"Gentlemen, I Giank you all for your good 
ompany, and hope that I shall thoroughly 
onvince you, before you go, how grossly you 
lave all been abused by this impostor, and that 
ou will be so far from repenting of your com 
ng hither, that I shall deserve ybur eternal 
hanks and prayers, for discovering those dan 
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gerous shelves and4Mjpjfl|» dear baik otjoar 
healths was in dax^BTSf^splittiiig agviqfrt. 
Gentlemen, I ndither 'conur}u^r to ffet a 
name nor an estate j the firitjby my mBdao^ 
study and care, and many miracoloas caret 
performed in Spain. Italy, Genoa, Flanden, 
Holland, France ana En^ond ; nay, as I tifaj 
boldly say, per totum tenxffum orfinn, fata e*; 
tablished that (thanks to my propitioiia stv*!) 
many years ago. As to the latter, gc^fJenen,' 
those kings and foreign princes idlO|' by ny 
skill, have been preserved and matched fkooi 
the dreadful, hungry and gaping laws of death,' 
and whose images I have tihe nonor to ]ME 
(showing sevcrd medals), have sufficientlygp* 
warded ' my cure, and put mo beyond 9Mf 
such occasion to follow my profession for toe 
lucre of gain at this time of day. But lieario^ 
how much the I^glish nation M'as oppresse' 
with the scurvy, gout, &.C., I thought mrie) 
bound in duty, knowing my cures inftdliblo, 
come hither and relieve tJie distempered. P 
sides, gentlemen, I am the seventh SO0O^ 
seventh son ; so was my father befiare me, i 
my grandfather before him ^ all havQ remai 
seventh^ons of seventli s^s for nedf 200 fi 
To convince you tliat what I say is tn* 
foresee that some heavy judgment will fi 
the head of tliat impostor, which I pray H 
may be shown here as an exemplary p 
ment. Lord grant that the impostor w 
and the true £)ctor remain unhurt !** 
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At tlieee words, and just oa bis opponent 
was beginning to stutter his answer, Joe's 
Merry-andrew, who waa underneatii the stage 
of hia rival with a cord fastened to his atnol, 
pulled it from under him, and down he tumbled. 
Tliis decided the controversy. Joe was carried 
to his lodgings in triumph, and the other St. 
John Long was hooted out of the town with 
shame and disgrace. 

Joe's fame waa now waxen wide ; hat at 
length haling been guilty of some miade- 
. meanors, he was committed to prison. He 
was, however, after a time discharged ; came 
to his London engagement, and entsrCained 
the audience with a prologue descriptive of hia 
summer's gross- hopping. 

He some time aftrrvinrdg took a trip to 
Windsor, and entered himself with acompwy 
of strollers, who were in a deplorable coiiditieM| 
having acted all their small atock of pleyijOB 
those BO often, that nobody would come to BM 
them. At last Joe, on condition that he should 
have half tbe proceeds, undertook to fill thft 

The play of The Merry Wivet <^ Windaor 

was given obt for acting by Job, aJUwugh not 
one m the company knew a word of it, and 
they had ft full house ; however, Joe was 
pnzzled what excuse to offer for not playing 
as advertised, when he saw a lady of great 
note in the town coming to the theatre. H« 
lan to her eoaeh, told her that they had ei?en 
17 
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to put ia to th« Me of Wight by eontniy 
winds, BJid Joe was sent to hm:, nnirillitig, 
bowevei, to leave England ; but in tne end he 
consented, &nd sailed for the Ottomoji me- 

The ombasaador died on tbe passage. His 
lady and family returned, and on ber way made 
some stsy at Leghorn, where ahe presented 
Joe with the better part of her buaband's ward- 
robe, and a handsome present in money. The 
money of course did not last long, and he was 
reduced ti) great want, when he met with an 
Englishman belonging to Uie tkctory, who, 
having known him at the play-house, invited 
him to his house, wjicre Joe gave him e, narra- 
tive of Ills misfortunes. Through this man he 
was introduced to donco before the grand 
duke of Florence, and had the honor to teach 
the young prince and princess. He afterwards 
rose to great importance, insomuch that who- 
ever desired to obtain any favor of the dulic, 
could intercede with no titter man to accom- 
piiah his desire. This begat him enemies, 
and he had more than one quarrel on the 
subjecL 

Joe, in teaching the princess, however, was 
a little too tomiliar, but luckily for bis head he 
made his escape to Rome ; tllCre be applied 
to the English agent, by whom he'was well 
entert^ned, and became the delight of all 
companieEi. His holiness Uie pope was ho- 
mensely pleased with iiini, and had his picture 
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lawyer, she beJKe jealous, and ordered Nell 
to quit the house ; she immediately did so, But 
met with a cold reception from her father, 
whose ear had been poisoned regarding her* 
conduct by her mistress, by whom he was 
advised to send her into the country, to wean 
her from flattery and cure her of self-conceit, 
for which purpose the lady put ten guineas, 
into his hand. 

Her father, believing the story, threatened 
to abandon her for ever, unless she consented 
to live with an aunt in Yorkshire. Our he- 
roine, however, would not consent to go, but 
directed her attention towards the stagey on 
which, as she was remarkable for beauty and 
vivacity, she imagined her figure alone, with- 
out any tlieatrical requisites, would enable her 
to succeed ; or, at least, if she could not wear 
the buskin with success, she apprehended no 
objection to her appearing as a lady in waiting, 
or one of the maids of the bed-chamber to the 
queens of the stage. 

Animated with these fancies, she con4^iVed 
one of the boldest schemes a girl of her ^uca- 
tion could possibly imagine. She left her 
father's house, took a genteel lodging, and, &s 
her appearance was elegant, she passed as a 
young lady just come from the country. In 
this retirement she applied herself to tlie read- 
ing of plays, and having a little money arising 
from her wages, and ten guineas from her lover 
the lawyer, she went often to the play, and 
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took in &s many ideas of U^Prical action tt 
she could possibly treasure in her mind. Aftor 
living a month or two in this manner, she wrote 
a letter to Betterton, inviting him to her lodg« 
ings, and disclosing her sctieme of coming 4ii 
iJie stage. When Betterton had hcwrd bar 
recitation, he advised her to giv« up all idea 
of becoming a perform^ir, though he admitod 
her genius lay that way. 

Her scheme bein^ so far frustrated, and her 
money greatly diminished, she began to be 
alarmed lest poverty should overtake her. tEer 
resolution to appear on the stage was, howeveiv 
none daunted. She quitted her gay apart- 
ments, dressed herself as an orange-girl, and 
went to the play-house to follow the occupation. 
Her beauty soon drew attention ; the eyes dT 
the players and of those sparkish gentlemen 
who frequent the theatre were fixea upon her, 
and their ears became greedy to hear the story 
and birth of the handsome onnge-girl. 

Betterton soon discovered her, and, astonish- 
ed at her resolution, began to form better ex- 
pectations of one whose propensity to the 
stage was so violent as to excite her to appear 
in so low a character for the sake of acquiring 
instruction. He advised her to follow her bent, 
and appointed one of his subalterns to initiate 
her in the principles of acting. This player 
became enamored of her, but she rejected 
his proposals. He, however, prevailed upor 
her to quit the profession of orange selling. 
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Oneday, when she waflseeingf her instructer 
perform Uie part of Crcon in Dryden's (Edipia, 
her Did lover, the counsellor, in ajl the splendor 
ol' a conaiiiniviBte beau, carao into the aanie box, 
and annoyed hur ear with a repetition of his 
protestutLoiis. She liesrd him with indifference. 
He, liowever, reaolved at all hazurde to Hiake 
her Ilia own, and aQcordinely seized her as she 
ceuiii! out of the theatre, hurried her into his 
chariot, and drove off for Richmond, 

Half a year elapsed before Nell made any 
public figure again ; but thfjugh the inQuence 
of her friend the counsellor, she next season 
made her entry on the stage with very great 
tciat, not 30 much as a fine actress, however, 
OS a fine woman; for tliough she certainly had 
a violent passion for Ilie stage, her mediocrity 
as an actress shows the great difference be- 
tween propensity and genius. She was never 
remorkable — her forte lay in speaking epi- 
lojTues, atid in exposing characters of vatiity, 
witli an air of coquetry and levity, 
''1'he urar^-baikAl bor fair ann did suit, 
Laden wilji pipptBi and Hcspedoii IhuL^ 
Tbis Gj«t &lvp raiseit, lo dio woildeniig pil she »ld 
Thelavfly thiil, imiling wllh alreaVi of galil. 
li*ele DQW for hpr did itj whole foree engage, 
AoA frum Qic pit abe mouuled Id lbs Btagfl , 



t 

ft 



64 sccsNTKkt cSAilonat. ^ 

Such is Lord RochetteiV^ccoant Lung* 
bdne, in his Characters of tte DramatioToet^ 
tells us, that she spoke a new prodogne lo 
Beaumont and Fletcher^ EsiiM ^ Uie Am^ 
ing Pestle, We find her anerwsrds tctfaig 
the part of Queen Ahnahide in 'The Conqueti 
of Grenada, Florimel in The Maiden ^^uMn, 
Donna Jacintha-fai TlAfhek Jiibrdlegerj Va- 
leria in The Royal Martyr. Betides vbe part 
of Valeria, she wa? appointed to spealhtlie 
epilogue, in performing which she se ji^thltt- 
ed the king, who was present the Int ni|^ 
of the play, that his majesty, when she had 
done, went behind the scenes and canied 
her off. 

But there is another version of the story. 
The king having gone to the play with the 
duke of York as private gentlemen, they sat 
in the next box'to Nell and her lover, a young 
nobleman ; and as soon as the play was finish- 
ed, Charles, the duke, and the nobleman, re- 
tired with Nell to a tavern, where his majesty, 
by his attentions, greatly annoyed her friend. 
When the reckoning came to be paid, the 
king, searching his pockets, found he had not 
money to discharge it ; his brother was in the 
same situation ; and Nell observed that she had 
got into the poorest company she had eve 
before been with at a tavern. The noblemar 
however, paid the reckoning, and parted bot 
with his money and his mistress. • / 

No sooner had Ae risen in the king^f 
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Tor, than her heart, naturally warm and gener- 
rous, overflowed in acts of kindness. One 
of the greatest of our national monuments of 
benevolence owes its rise to her ; and in con- 
sequence, it is said, to the following circum- 
stance. One day, when she was rolling about 
town in her carriage, a poor man, soliciting 
charity, told her of fa^^iiaving been wounded 
in the civil wars in defence of the royal 
cause. Moved by his story, she considered 
it sad to think that wounds and scars, a stock 
for beggary, were often all the < rewards that 
soldiers received for defending their country, 
and that it was great ingratitude on the part 
of the nation to suffer them to sink to such 
distress. She represented to the king the 
case of misery she had seen, and entreated 
him to permit some scheme to be proposed for 
alleviating the sufferings of those in old age 
whose wounds and infirmities rendered them 
unfit for service. This idea she also commu- 
nicated to' persons of distinction, who were 
public-spirited enough to encourage it, and 
Chelsea hospital was the result. 

Of all King Charles's mistresses, Nell Gwinn 
was undoubtedly the least offonsive to the 
contending parties in the state. She never 
sided with either ; raised no enemies by her 
ambition, and lost no friends by her insolence. 
So fiir was she, indeed, from drawing aside 
the king from his affairs, that she often excited 
him to diligence. 
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One day, when he had beea struggling in 
the council, and torn to pieces by the multi- 
plicity of petitions for redress, the behavior of 
his ministers, and the contentions of the par- 
jamont, ho retired very pensively to her apart- 
jncnt. S(v'inir his distress, she inquired the 
saiiso. "Oh, Nell, what shall I do," was his 
excliiniation, " to please the people of England? 
Thoy tear me to pieces.*' 

" If it please your majesty," said she, " there 
is but one way left." 

" What is that ?" 

'^Dismiss your ladies, and mind your business: 
the people of England will soon be pleased." 

This observation, the truth of which the king 
could not but acknowledge, struck him, bat he 
never in his life had resolution enough to dis- 
charge one mistress, however disagreeable to 
the nation, or expensive to himself. 

During the troubles between his son, the 
duke of Monmouth, and the duke of York, 
his majesty, who loved both his son and brother, 
behaved with so much indifference and negli- 
gence in the business, that it was with great 
difficulty he could be persuaded to attend the 
council, or despatch any affair whatever. One 
day, when tlie council had met and waited long 
for him, a member came to his apartments, but 
was refused admittance. His lordship com- 
plained to Nell of this dilatoriness, upon whicJ 
she wagered him a hundred pounds, that tb 
king would that evening attend tlie counoiL 



-Opdiitcly she sent for KilLgrew, Datnnlly 
>on, but a free rBvorita with his majeaty, 
isired hiin to dresa himBelF in every re- 
la if for B journey, uid enter the king's 
letita without ccTemooy. Aa tfocin ad his 
;y saw liiiii : " What, kiiligrew ! 'are ytu 
Why, where are you going ? Did not I 
that nobody should disturb me ?" 
Jon't i»iiid your orders ; not I," said Kil- 
' ; " u.iid 1 oin goin? its faat aa I can." 
hj ? \Vliere ?" said hia majesty — " where 
u t;oing ?" 

>ing- ! why, to hell," said Killigrew. 
1 hell ? and what to do there ?" 
) fetch bock Oliver Cromwell, to take 
:flje of the national concerna, for I am 
our mnjesty takes none." 
a cKjiedient !iad the desired effect, for i 
ng immediately weut to council, 
it hia majesty had a great regard for 
ippcara strongly in his last momenta, 
he di^Fiired hia brother not to let " poor 

)r the death of Charles, she fell into 
'it«i Uie bustle at court, the political 
gUiecanteutiona between the Popish and 
itant intoroata, qnite engaged the atten^ 
r tlie public, und ahe was loat sight of, 
lie remainder of her life ahe lived in 
nent, anil in that situation there is bo 

WB8 undoubtedly possesaed of generous 
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.d distinguished talent | iMted wit, bemtfi 
id benevolence ; and if she deserys blame 
>r impurity, there are few who elfm cldm 
ncomiums for such emiDant virtuea. * 






MESSENGER MONSEV. 

Messenger Monset was bom in theyoiv 
1693, at a remote villaffe in the county (^P!Nor- 
folk, of which his fal£er was rector; bet aft 
the revolution, by declining^ the oatha, he fer- 
feitcd his preferment He was tnoro rarfmiate 
than the generality of the nonijaring^clergykkp 
he had some resource in a paternal esWi^.- 
which is still in the family, ana prMerved him 
from those difficulties >hich too many at that 
time encountered, who sacrificed temporal in- 
terest to a steady adherence to their prin- 
ciples. 

The subject of these memoirs reccivQd a 
good classical education, which his father 
chiefly superintended hrmself. He was then 
removed to St Mary Hall, Cambridge, and, after 
five years spent at the university, studied 
physic some time under Sir Benjamin Wrench, 
at Norwich, from which place he went and 
settled as a physician, at Bury St ESdmond^ 
in Suffolk. 
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"^ Here he married ^ widow, witii a handsome 
jointure, who at her death left him one daugh- 
ter. This lady became the wife of a gentle- 
man of a reputable mercantile family, in the 
'city of Condon. > ^^ 

At Bury, Dr. Monse^ e3q)erienced the com- 
mon fate of country physicians, being obliged 
to submit to constant fatigue, long journeys, 
and the inconvenience of an inadequ$ite income. 
He has been heard to confess, that with the 
utmost exertion of unwearied application, his 
receipts never exceeded three hundred pounds 
a year, by efforts which, jn an easy chariot, and 
in the streets of London, secured Dr. Warren 
nearly twenty times that income. Here, had 
it not been for a fortunate accident, his merits 
might have been coniined to a provincial 
newspaper, and his fame to a coimtry church- 
yard. 

Lord Godolphin, the son of Queen Anne's 
lord treasurer, was seized with an apoplectic 
complaint, on his journey to his seat near 
Newmarket ; the nearest medical help was at 
Bury, and Dr. M onsey, either by the assistance 
of nature or his own skill, was so successful as 
to save Lord Godolphirfs life, and secure his 
warmest gratitude. Lord .Godolphin was 
single, not very young, nor much addicted to 
company or dissipation. He felt, that by at- 
taching himself to worth so superior to the sit- 
uation in which he found it, he should obtain a 
rational companion for his leisure houvs, and a 
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acdical friend, so desirable in the a 
ife. During the intervals of illnes 
gard for the doctor increased: and, 
lordship's recovery, his behavior was 
sumintr, and his patron's offers so lit 
he immediately accompanied him 
metropolis. Here he was not d< 
struggle with the painful disappuin 
hope deferred, for he was treated 
Godolphin's as a friend and compaj 
introduced to many of the first chai 
the age. Among others, Sir Robert 
assiduously cultivated his acquainta 
tlie late earl of Chesterfield always 
edged, with gratitude, tlie benefit J 
from his medical skill and assistance 
He thus trod tlie pleasantest part 
midway between leisure and fati 
friendship, polished society, a 
amusement, might be said to st 
flowers. lie was made a fellow r 
Society, though his great age, foi 
before liis death, prevented his 
their meetings : and, on the 
Smart, physician to Chelsea ho 
appointed to succeed him. Altli 
dolphin readily embraced every 
forward the interest of his frien( 
always used to call him), yet h 
suade himself to lose his a^ 
which he was frequently hear- 
the solace and comfort of his 
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fore, on Dr. Monsey's appointment to Chelsea, 
procured leave for him still to reside in town, 
on condition of visiting the hospital as occa- 
sion required. 

He was at one time in the habit of the 
closest intimacy with the late David Garrick. 
whose fascinating powers of conversation and 
elegant manners, formed a striking contrast to 
Dr. Mousey 's. The latter, during a long in- 
tercourse with the great and the gay, ever 
preserved a certain plainness of behavior, 
which, to those who associated with him, was 
by no means unplepsing. 

fle could never be persuaded to sacrifice 
sincerity at the shrine of adulation ; he spoke 
the truth ; and, which sometimes gave offence, 
the whole truth. This frequently afforded oc- 
casion to ignorance and malignity to cry him 
down as a cynic ; but his censure, though se- 
vere, was generally just, and his shafls were 
directed against vice, folly, and affectation. 

This difference of manners between him 
and the manager produced a mutual, but not 
unfriendly, exchange of raillery ; to raise a 
laugh at the doctor's expense, was the amuse- 
ment of many a happy hour at Hampton.. 

Garrick told him one evening, afler his re- 
turn from performing at Drury Lane, that, 
wishing to see a favorite scene acted by a per- 
former at Covent Garden, then much in fasluon, 
he had slily slipped from his own stage, and 
trusted an under actor, known by the name of 
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Dagger Jlfur, for a ftirj jratMtaltopi 
place, which* was only tot nAentanoi 
and that, having satufied am cunonty* 1 
turned time enough to re 4nf». Jili |wxt» 
doctor ^nMaaaly swal) ^iriHl As itoq 
circukta) jt with a deg: a ^JUahiiMi m 
the towQ mi|oyed the jc j, ^vdtke was 1m 
laughed at for his pains. 

At the time when' the doctor was i| 
firmeat habit of friendship withGanick, 
was Vflldom a day but they laet in coi 
withMme other geniuses jof the age/ 
two being once in a tavern with Hogart 
two otibers, they were lamenting the wai 
picture of Fielding. " I think,^ said G 
^ I could make his face." which he did r 



ingly. 
«F< 



'or heaven's sake, hold, David !" s 
garth ; *' remain as you are foi: a few w 
Garrick did so, while Hogarth sketched 
Imes, which were allerwords finish 
tneir mutual recollection; and this 
was the original of all the portraits 
at present of the admired author 
Jones. 

liogarth aflerwards said, "Now 
you are in the right humor, and I ai 
er temper, do sit for your picture, 
take it off in five minutes.'^ 
I Garrick complied; but, while 
Was proceeding, he mischievousl' 
l^e, with a gradual change; so 
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■» 

Drtrait entirely unlike. Hogarth blamed 
ilf, and began a second time, but with the 
success. After swearing a little, he be- 
i tliird time, and did not discover that 
ck had played the trick upon Itim till the 
I time. Hogarth then found jff oqt, flew 
I violent passion, and would have thrown 
,e, pencils, and brush at Garrick's head, 
! had not made his escape from the 
rated storm of colors* that pursued him. 
vould the painter be reconciled with liis 
Is who were then present, becatH^they 
od the scene, and were- higlily gmti^ed 

expense, 
ose who knev/ Mr. Garrick admired and ' 

him; but they knew, and universally 
ssod, that, although he eagerly sought ; 
njoyod a joke at the expense of another,/ 
IS most soriously nettled if a laugh was 
1 at his own. Monsey frequently retorted 
success. The little manager was s^e, 
m a particular occasion, allowed himself 
»st unjustifiable asperity of reply, that 
1 forth the latent spark of resentment in 
lend. 

e bishop of Sodor and Mann (Dr. Hi^- 
, who preceded I^ Wilson) was saying 
jarrick certainly meant to quit the stage, 
never will do it," said Mousey, " as long 

knows a guinea is cross on one side, and 
)n the other" — an expreagkil proverbial 
jrfolk. This was industriously reported* 
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rrha riolence with which it woe resented 
proved ikal it was true ; and die lone ncquaint- 
■ance wag closed by an anonymous letter, sent 
■ by Ganick, containing the frequently quoted 
I extract from florae*: : ^btentmK rpa radii ami- 
I cum, &.c^, a Bontimunt which Roscius ought la 
I have been tiie lust man to quote, aa the Cfcm- 
(rie odditiej nf liis friend, as he ua'ed to cfill 
tliem, nfibrdud him at all tJmes, and at nil 
places, ail inexhauBtible fund of tidiculoua 
anecdato. 

JuiiafOte fricnrls are said to make tlie luijat in- 
veterate enemies; und Gorriok, by hiri repeated 
and widely dijfused aareiismj, certainly imbit- 
tarsd thtt enmity. Mutual recriniinations, 
produce^ by tlic inlorferoacc of some officious 
meddlers, whe enjoyed their quarrel, passed 
between tliem to ifiC very Inat. 

Some unfinished stanzas were penned by 
the doctor, during tha managicr'a ittni^^ in 
which several pliysjcinna hiid been called in; 
but, 03 Boun 03 Ij.Lrritfh died, which Monscy 
did Dot expect, tlmy were instantly destroyed, 
and he could Acvor be prevailed on to repeat 

A gcntlcmin who^fas favored with a aigfat 
of tlicni, haa (riven fVont mi^mory the foUovrtng 
paasagea, which afibrd a tolerable socciineii of 
the satlricaJ taleiRa nf the doctor. 

Sovcn wise phyiirlain latoly met 

Coni« Ti.r,,, sa>s Jacli, ],ny Ul'. b.. quick. 



w^^ 
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The consultation then begins, and the case 
of the patient is stated ; after which, 

Some roared for rhubarb, jalap some; 

And some cried out for Dover ; 
Let's ^ve him something, each one said, 

Why e'en let's give him — over. 

This desperate counsel is, however, rejected 
by one of the medical sages, who, after some 
reflections on the life and habit of the patient, 
declares that he has great confidence in/:hink ; 
adding. 

Nor dried up chink, you ninnies ; 

The chinking that I recommend, 
Is the famous chink of guineas. 

A humorous altercation now ensues to de- 
termine by whom this auricular application of 
the purse should be made. With a humility 
and politeness to each pther, for which physi- 
cians are so remarkable, each declines the 
honor to the superior rank or years of his 
neighbor ; but the poet shrewdly guesses, that 
this backwardness arose from the majority of 
them not choosinof to exhibit the comfortless 
state of their pockets. 

At last, a physician in vogue, prides himself 
on his purse, repl lished with guineas, which 
he had weighed, luund heavy, and not returned 
to his patients «« ierht ; in the moment of ex- 
ultation he : 
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I and my longtfdl seldom fail, 
To earn a aoore a day.' 

After due solemnity he approaches the bed 
side ; the curtain is withdrawn^ and the glittei 
ing gold shaken in the sick man's ear* 

Soon as the favoiite sound ke heyd, 

One faint eflbrt he tried ; 
He oped his eyes, he Aretcbed hia hand, 

He made one grasp and died. 

Lord Bath in vain attempted to reconcil 
them. " I thank you," said Dr. Monaey, ^ba 
why will your lordship trouble yourself wit] 
the squabbles of a merry-andrew and a quad 
doctor ?" 

On the death of Lord Godolphin, Dr. Moi 
sey was obliged to retire from tlic courtly r 
of St James's, and to quit the splendid eq' 
page and retinue of a peer, together wit' 
most agreeable circle of London friends, fc 
solitary apartment at Chelsea, his plate at 
hall table, his time piece, and his old wom> 

As age and all its additional cares came 
an asperity of manners and a neglect of (' 
rum was observed in Dr. Monsey ; it be 
the fashion, for the young, the delicate, ai 
gay, to exclaim against him as an inter 
of established forms, and as a violator of 
minute rules of good breeding, which, he 
trifling tliey may appear to the sage o 
philosopher, contribute essentially to U 



anil comfort r-f modern life. The character 
wliicli usuHlly purisus under liie denomination 
of an oddily, has been defined aa a man who 
sBcriBcos tlie good opinion of othurs to hia own 
ivliini and nonvcmencp. Nor can Dr. Monsey 
be wlioUy exculpated from these cliargea. In 
^ LiB intorcourae with Jnankiad, he met with so 
nitiiiy trifling and worthless chiiactera, that lie 
was apt to suspect tliat what «irft perstnu no 
much valued v/»s beneath hvi attention; but 
idle, fiintasltc, vain women, and womanish men, 
always e3(C>^d in him Ilie most violent emo- 
tions of anger and eontempt. 

He was acquainted witli a etergyman of this 
class, a. near neighbor, rcmarknble for puerile 
nnd silly behavior, uiid very much in the hahit 
of contradicting Ihe doctor, witliout learning, 
or even a single idea to support his argument 
"If you liavH any IMth in your opinion, will 
you venture a small wager on it ?" — " I could, 
but I won't," was tht answer. — "Then you 
hav; very liltle wit, or voty little money," said 
Monsey. 

A military man, more famous for hia wheel- 
barrow amours with the caat-off miatress of a 
royal duke, and the marked contempt of his 
wife, who fiiund solace in the arms of a for- 
tunate Irishman, than for hia achievementa, 
contributed ven much to render the doctor's 
situation at Ch^aea uncomfortable. It wu 
owing to the following citcumsbuice ; 

Tliu Ikoary veteran, who pretended to re- 
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form when no longer able to sin, was in a very 
illiberal manner abusing a friend of the doc- 
tor's, in his absence, as a cowurd and a deoaa- 
chec, and the doctor for defondinff him. The 
latter instantly silenced the formu, but emp^ 
prater, by these words: "Yoti have little 
right to abuse him for g^llsntry, foryoa«i> 
tempted to debauch his mother ; and, as to his 
courage, he did not stay at home, whoring and 
drinking, and get his bones broken in an affiray 
under the Piazzas, while his regiment was cnt 
to pieces in Germany, and then huny over 
tliither, just time enough to hear peace pro- 
claimed, bring homo infirmities produced by 
vice, and boast 'of them, as the consequence 
of wounds received in the service of his 
country." 

With respect to religion, after a long studv 
and mucii reading. Dr. Monsey was a staunch 
and rational supporter of the unitarian doctrine, 
and early imbibed an unconquerable avek'sion 
to bishops and establishments, to creeds and 
to tests ; but when the " blasphemous Atha^ 
nasian doctrine" (as he called it) was mention- 
ed, he burst into the most vehement ex- 
pressions of abhorrence and disgust. 

During his abode at Lord GodoTphin^s, he was 
one fine day riding in Hyde Park, with a Mr. 
Robinson, a well meaning man, who. was la- 
menting Uie deplorable state of the times, and 
concluded his harangue with saying, "And, 
doctor, I talk with people who beUeve there If 
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no God." " And I, Mr. Robinson," replied the 
doctor, "talk with people who believe there 
are Ihrct." Tbe Triglitened trinitarian unme- 
iliati'ly sf^t spins to his horse, and irould never 
Hfter '^iicok to the author of eaeb a profaae 
rc|)ly. 

air Robert Walpole knew and valued the 
wortli of liis "Norfolk doctor," as lie colled 
hiin, — he knew it, and neglected it. The prime 
iiiiiiitftcr was fond of hiUiitrds, at which his 
Jrieiiil very much excelled him. "liow hap- 
pen:: it," BaiU Sir Robert, in liia oor.ial liour, 
" thai iiohod; will beat ine at billiaids, or con- 
Irndict inp, but Dr. Monsej ?"— "They get 
pliices," said the doctor, " I get a dinner and 
praiso." • 

At one time the late ingenloua Mrs. Mon- 
tague wna intimate with IJr. Monsey, so much 
Kci, that for many years she received from 
liioi a poetical compliment on her birth-day. 
Wlirtlier from his iinea at lost not having com- 
pllitient enough, or from his coolnesa with, 
(inrrick, tkeir acquaintance declined, he wna 
alivays silent on the subject; but it was aua- 
pectcd to be owing to an extreme persimony 
which appeared in the lady's conduct ever 
since she built hor magnificent house in Port- 
man Square. 

Dr. Monsfy was always atrang-ely infatuated 
with fears of the public funds, a bugbear that 
drove him to risk his money on troublesome 
* es, and ultimalely produced heavj 
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losses. He used to speak feelingly (as loflen 
always doj of tlie villany of a Welsh parson, » 
and a London attorney. 

The doctor was frequently anzioaa, in his 
absence from Iiis apartment, far a place of 
safety in which to deposit his cash^ and notes ; 
bureaus and strong boxes he was coascioas 
had often failed of secnrity. Previoos to a 
journey to Norfolk, to visit his brother and 
friends during the hot weather in July, he 
chose the fire-place of his sitting room fair 
his treasury, and placed bank notes and cash 
to a considerable amount in that unnsonl sitil<* 
ation, in one corner, under the cinders and 
shavings. On his return, after a mqnth's ab* 
sence, he found his old woman (as he always • 
called his housekeef>cr) preparing to treat a 
friend or two with a cup of tea; and, by way 
of sliowing respect to her guests, she had 
made a fire in tlie parlor (or master's sitting 
room) fire-place to make the kettle boil, as she 
never expected her master till she saw him. 
The fire had not long been lighted, when Mon- 
sey arrived at the critical moment 

When the doctor entered tlie room her com- 
pany had scarcely begun tea: be ran across 
the room like a madman, saying, " D — n your 
blood, you b — h, you have ruined me forevjBr; 
you have burned all my bank notes !^ First 
went the contents of the slop basin, then the 
tea-pot, and then he rushed to the pump in ihe 
kitchen, and brought a pail of water, which he 



threw partly over tlie fire and parOy over tlie 
company, ivlio, in llie utnioal consternation, re- 
treated aa speedily as possible. His hoiise- 
keepcr cried out, " For God's aake, air, forbear ; 
you will spoil the steel stove and fire irons." 
"D — n tlio stove, irons, you, your coiiipuny 
and all '." tcplied the doctor; "you liave ruined 
and undone me forever: j'ou Lave burned my 
bank notus." "Lord, six," said tbe half 
drowned woman, "who'd think of putting 
bank notes in a Bath stove, where the fire is 
ready laid?" "And d — n you," Eoid h^ 
"who'd think of making a fire in suaimei time, 
where tliere haa not been one for these aev- 
erul months?" lie then put out uU the coala 
and cinders, and nt one corner he found the 
remains of his bank notes, for, beinu; twica 
folded, one quarter of them so doubled and 
wrapped in brown paper, were entire, ao as to 
bo leg'ible. 

Next clay Dr. Monsey went to Lord Qodol- 
phni's, told hia lordship the story, producing 
th< remains of the notea, and with such ener- 
fCelLc gestures m acting the part of finding 
thim, as m ide him ready to burs^ his sidea 
with laughter He was, however, so well 
plf aaed, tiiat lie toid him he would go with 
him to tlie bank the next day, and est tlie cash 
tor lum through his inSuence, and would be 
collateral security for the doctor's iute^^lfi^ 
and honesty aa to their vaki». , Jt^ 

Lord Godolphin, having occuion to see ^1 




■(GeorsP !1.) (hat day on busicess, told 

Rftjesty liip =liiry of Motisey and his bank 

■" II iitcinaitited with Uie doc- 

Kt..r, the kin^ lesolved to ^ 

I'f iw\t iiuirnmg and conceal 

1. VVIieu Mousey cune, it 

l.nrd Uodotphin should get 

o repFut the story, which, upon his arrival, 

'' ■' ' ■■' ii^h difficulty. HiamajcBty 

'till tbntf in attempting to 

■ ii. .1. nm! toivithiiraw, un- 



it. " luiin;h on hlin, and 
■ i:i.ii" — "Ijiiii Ilia niiijestj Bp- 
I iii<(.'iii^ Iiim, the doctor contin- 
^n ; "liip-i-: j-o\]r niiiJeBtyl this may be a joke 
ith yoli niui Ins lonlsliiivhut to nic a loss uf 
!ar 400(." " No, no," rRplicd Lord Gudol- 
lin, "for I nm ready to go witli you immedi- 
cly and j^ct your notes renewed, or the mon- 
' lor tht-ni." Ilia lordship ordered Iiis car- 
igc, and agreed to meet the doctor at the 
om in thf> hank, where some of the directors 
Jly attend. 

The doctor being ohliged to go to the Ilorso- 
mrds, on hiisiofss, took water at Whitehall 
r the bank. Irj jroing down the river his cu- 
jsity excJI'd Wuii to pull out iiis pocket-book, 
see if till.' ruiLiains of his bank notes were 
fe ; when a sudden puff of wind blew them 
It of his pocket-book into the river. " Fnt 



back, you sous of b s ! G— d A — d jou, 

put back,"critii .Iji^ doctor, "mj bank-nolea 
are overboard !" Hh woa instsntiy obeyed ; 
and when they reached thorn, lie took the hat 
from Ilia head, and, dipping it in the river, took 
up bis notes, together with half a hatful of 
water. In tlds state be put it under his arm, 
and desired to be set on shore immediately. 
JIc was landed at the Three Cranes, walked 
straight tg the bank; and wns shown into the 
room where Lord Oodolphin had just before 
arrived, and hod given notice of Dr. Moasey's 
coming'. 

" What have you under your arm," snid 
Lord Godolphin. "The damned notes," re- 
plied the doctor, throwing the hat with the 
contents on thf table ninong nil llifi hooka and 
papors, and ivltli such force as made the water * 
fly in tile faces of those who were standing • 
near it. " There," said the doctor, " take the 
remains of your damned notes, for neither fire 
nor water will consume them 1" A burst of 
laughter succeeded on being informed of the 
last adventure, and the doctor was obliged to 
repeat the original story over ag^in with the 
addition of the water scene. An order was 
then made out for the whole amount, en the 
doctor's veracity, and Lord Godolphin's assur- 
ance of his integrity and singularity. 

All this time the watermen were very noisy 
for their fare, swearing that the doctor was a 
madman, Wben lie left the ^e with I^oid 
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rodolphin to return to his cwAgef-mj •von 
lid hold on him, and the doctctt' wnm so abaent 
iiat he entirely forgot their emndy aad^abao- 
mtely knocked one of them' down with ikifl 
stick for insulting him. liord Godolphin inm- 
fered; when he re^i^cted'that he came bj^ 
water, and had not paid the aien,- oni^hich he 
gave tlicin a crown to drink fcft tlie Biiatakei 
and half a crown for thefar fkt9« 

Experience, for which hi.- itaid'ih ^iMr^ at 
last taught him to put ad much confideiqpe in 
public as in private faith, and he infested 
property to a considerable amount ia the Amdat 

It was a prevailing opiniofti that he wi^i,nra« 
ricions, — a charge often bestowed'oB pradi||0V 
by the foolish and profuse. If he was sis' 
it was not a principle that pervaded his 
whole conduct ; for he has been known in two 
instances to bum a bond for 1002. which he 
had advanced to industrious tradesmen, who 
were able, but would have been distressed tt 
repay it 

A neighbor of the doctor's, possessed of a 
large sinecure, used to be fona of lidicnliiif 
him in all companies for his meanness aaa 
love of money ; though the doctor pfofessel 
and proved himself a friend on all occasions 
both to him and his wife. He attended ther 
both at diilb^nt times, for some vears, withof 
a fee being thought of, or offered ; and, oa of 
occasion, at some distance from town, wlir 
the doctor's oha^e-hire cost him veven goiiMf 



After some time, this abuatr and practUtr of 
sordid actions, sent liis ineiid h. ten-poood 
bank note, wliicli Dr. Monaey Erectly return- 
ed, Baying, "that the aUeDtion of a /ridid 
cannot be repaid with money ;" adding, " If he 
had sent rue a piece of plate worth forty sliil- 
lings, I ijliuuld huve thouglit mj'self obl^ed to 

He was ever ready to ndvance swna to is- 
eist inferior tradesinen, often with very litlJc 
prospect of tccinvitig liie tnoney nguin. Not 
long before liis death, he advanced a ssrvitnt, 
retiring from a gentleman's service, a. hunilred 
pounds to set him up in busineEa. Tlie trades- 
man had applied for aasistance to his master, n 
finical, delicate, woman's man. Who trembled 
at a breeze ; he generously lent him lictnti/ 
pounds, which he made him repny in a/nrtiiight. 
The performer of this generous aottoii lias 
been iieard to exclaim ag'aiilEt tlio ductur a3 
a miser and a brute. ' ~ 

Among ft number of inataticcs timt niifrht 
be related of Dr. Monsey'a absence of iniml^ 
the following ia one wlydi ho froqiientJy men- 
tioned, and laughed otvery henrlilj, when in a 
food humor, at the same tiine observing, that 
Is brutlicr was as bad as himself. 
Beins' once on a. viait to his brotlier in Nor- 
folli, in tiie beginning of winter, and intending 
to set off for London tlie next day, his brother 
proposed to go and shoot wild ducks CAtly m 
the moraing, that be might take tvo or three 




286 ECCENTRIC CHARACTIBEf . . 

couple fresh killed to Londoil'lidltii Idmr 
servant had orders to 4^etn tfAr Amg fy^ 
piece, get plenty of jpoM0r anid "ahot^ and ._ 
grease their boot^. Every t&ing being in read- * 
iness, according to their desire, about an hour 
before daylight the doctor aa^. his brother set 
off for the place, wheire the dUcks resort, in 
order to be there by break of dav, when they 
generally take wing to go to feed^ 

They had walked nearly three miles ; and It 
having rained in the night, the clay-mud wall 
was very dirty and greasy, when they heard 
the cry of tlie ducks. They were now 
obliged to get over the wall, and a gate across 
a sluice into the marsh, where the ducks were,- 
The rain had raised the water above a foot 
It was then proposed that one should go over, 
and the other remain behind. Says the doctor, 
" George, do you go over, for I have forgotten 
my boots." 

"By G — d, doctor, so have I," said his 
brothei;, " but we won't lose our sport, as we 
have come tliiis far." So botli waded through 
and got over the gate into the marsh: and, 
advancing along the fleet, they at length per- 
ceived the ducks. " You are near enough, 
George," said the doctor. "Ay," replied 
George, " I think we are not above one hun- 
dred yards olT." " Why, then, fire,'' says the 
doctor. "Do you fire," returned George. 
"Why, I have not got the gun; do you fire. 
** I fire i why d — ^n it, I have not got tpe guiii* 



said the brother, " I thought you had iti What 
a fine opportunity 13 loHt! Here are not less 
than thtttf duclie wliliin shot, and neither of 
ws Imve lot the gun !" Thus, ater rising very 
early, wSliing at least three miles in a most 
dirty place, aluug the salt marshes, and wading 
midleg in watar above fifty yards, they found 
Ihnt tiiey haii both forgot to take the gun, as 
well as their boots. 

By way of ridiculing family pride, Dr. Mou- 
sey used to relate that the first of hia acces- 
tors, of any nelt, wos a baker and doaler in 
hops, a trade which enabled him with sume 
difficulty to support a large family. To Sup- 
ply an urgent dcmauil, iio robbed hia feuUicr 
beds oT their contents, and supplied the de- 
ficiency with unsaleable hops. A few ynars 
afterwards, a severe blight universally prevail- 
ing, hops became very scarce and excessively 
df^ar. The hoarded treasure was ripped out 
(if the beds, and a good sum was procured for 
hojia, which in a picntifal season would have 
been unsaleable ; and tlius, said the doctor, our 
family hopped from obscurity. 

Of Dr. Monsey'a eccentric character, the 
following circumstances may serve as an addi- 
tion to tbe examples tiiat havo already been 

One time when the doctor was coming; from 
Ilia brotlicr's, in Norfolk, up to London, in the 
Norwich coach, during the ChristmBa hotydayi, 
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(he woinBii, (U» i.wmj a pound, Uunking nn 
ddubt it was Mt jjfiinl lijr liPr, " W'-iuli tliiil 
pince of liDcf," snid die dortur. 

" Ten pouiiils nni! a hulf," ewd Mr. Butchft. 



!, good woman," cried the doctor, hold 
apron, and take that beef hume to 
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iff, directly — home : no com pi line uts. 

Ir. Butcher," aays the doctor, "give 

ge out of this Bhilling for that poor 

It do you mean, sir?" replied the 

n, sir! Wliy to pay for the poor wo- 
^et\ what you risked her, — a penny a 

Come, mnke haste and give me three 
e ; I am in a hurry." 
', sir," — — Biiid the butcher, 
ivhy sin with me," onawered the doc- 
ivc me my change instantly, or I wiJI 
iiir horid." The butcher again began 
tulate, and the doctor struck him with 
brce with hia cane. A imraher of 
had, by this time, gathered around 
'ho doPIor told the story, and they 
t rcfriiiii from laughing at their brotlier 
'he Iiutcfier vowed he would aummons 
.or before tlie court of conscience. 
}r gave the man his ad dress, but never 

ciiangu, or licard any more of tua 

rlicular apartment in Dr. Mon*ey'«\ 
Ltj devoted t[> mechanics, and displayed JJ 
'dcoUcctionof pcnduluQiaond wKseli, 1 
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ion^ as age and sight allowed^ he annuedU^- 
self almost every day in this recesa, and mfi 
particularly pleased in executing any aeconaiy ' 
joiner's work. • ^ ■ * 

It was always his pride to hm iD MCeeBeiil 
watch and a good clock: he poBSOMed a tlliiie» 
piece of great value, and ezaainte in uriLintft * 
s'lip, partly put togeUicr by Mr. Barber# 

To two of his favorite -clocks he had a atabiA 
which he could pull as he lay in bed; ana 
when ho could not sleep, which. |owarda the 
conclusion of his life, was too onen the caM| 
it was his ainusenunt to have recooise to* his 
nocturnal coinpanloos, and count the teAms 
hours. A mischievous rog^e, just at the doc- 
tor was f^'nu'^ to bed, put a feather into 'each of 
t!ic clo :l:s, and .stopped thcm« In the nigfat» 
hir3 old frioud^, in spite of all the doctor^ ap- 
plication.--, v/tTo both silent ; he rung his bell, 
instintly ro.^; himself, called his servants, and 
the whale house was in confusion. The re- 
mainder of the night was spent in searching 
fur and removing the cause of this misfor- 
tune ; but the author of the joke was forbidden 
his ho!ise for ever. 

The doctor had a particular ^ode of draw- 
ing his own teeth : it consisted in fastening a 
Htrong piece of catgut firmly round the af- 
fected tooth ; the other end of the catgut was, 
by moans of a strong knot, attached to a bullet, 
with a hole made through it ; with this boUet 
a pistol was charged, and, when held in a 



pmper direction, by touching the trigger, h 
troublejiome companion was got rid of, and a 
disagreeable operation evaded. Though he 
dirtlored that he nevPr liiiew Ihie raetiiod at- 
toiided with any ill consequence, yet he 
ficirpcly ever met witti aSy body who woiilii 
ailnpt it, notirithstanding ius Irequent peruua- 

Tbo doctor, who desr^lwrtd a smart repar- 
tee, wa~i ono day riding '^^^Ift ^ervazit in bis 
own county, when he rlQW^td a snepherd 
tending his flock, wMi B. new coat on, 
" Harkce,, friend," Baya^fife doctor, "who gave 
you that coat?" the shepherd (taking him for a 
parson, aa he was dressed in black) replied, 
"The same that clotJied you — the parish." 
The doctor, highly pleased witli the Buawer, 
roilc on a iittle way, and then desired his man 
tu fill hack and ask the shepherd if he wanted 
a plsci', as lie minted a fool. The aervnnt 
went i\nd delivered his message. " H7iy, are 
yoii going awayV* said the shepherd. "No," 
answered tho servant. — " Then tell jour mas- 
ter," replied theshepherd,''(fta(ftisIiCTn£', /am 
mire, cannot maintain IhrU of vs." 'This an- 
swer beingbrought to the doctor, he despatched 
the fellow off again to the shepherd, with a 
croivn for the joke. 

Such wDs Dr. Monsey ; but at length infir- 
mity clouded his faculties ; garrulous old age 
came on, and languor, pain, and petulancs 
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siicccodcd to that gaiety and wit, which had 
vory otlfMi sot the table in a roar, and to those 
sullies of ironical sarcasm, which no ^^power 
offacc''^ could rt^sist. He had far exceeded 
th(* usual u;x<' <>^ man; the accomplisliment of 
his century w;is near at hand ; and he declared, 
in the querulous voice of decrepitude, tliat he 
had outlived his pleasures and his friends. 
Nature was, at last, completely exhausted, and 
he expired in his 96th year. 

His will, as might be expected, had a tinc- 
ture of the traits and oddities of his life. He 
left the hulk of his fortune, amounting to 
1(1,000/., to his daughter for her life, and after- 
wards, by a lontr and complicated entail, to her 
female descendants. He also mentions a 
voun'T lady, with the most lavish encomiun. 
on h(T wit, taste and elegance, and bequeaths 
her an old, battered snuff-box, scarcely worth 
six-pence. 

He mentions another young woman, to 
whom, he says, he meant to have left a legacy ; 
but, discovering her to be a pert, conceited 
minx, with as many silly airs as a foolish 
woman of quality, he was induced to alter liis 
mind. 

He directs his body to be anatomized, and 
the skeleton to be kopt at Chelsea hospital ; 
bequeaths an old velvet coat to one friend, 
and the buttons to another ; inveighs most ve- 
liemcntly against bishops, deans, and chapters ; 



and fivL'9 aiinuiiii" ti) two clergymen who 
hftd ri^siffni'il their pniermenl cm account of 
the Atlianaaian doctrine. 

The doctor lived so long in liia office of 
piiysiciiin at Chelsea hospital, that, during 
many changes in admin ietriLtion, the revorsion 
of the grant had been promised to scverul of 
the niodical friends tf the different paymas- 
ters of the forces. The doctor, one day look- 
ing out of his window, and seeing a gentle- 
man examining the house and gardens, who he 
knew iiad jual got a reversion of the place, 
came out to him, .and thus accosted him: 
"Well, eir, I see you are examining your 
house and ^'ardens that are to be, and I assure 
you they arc both very pleasant ajid very con- 
venient, but I must tell you one oircutnstance ; 
you uro t)ie _^h man jjiat has got tie rever- 
sion of the place, and I have buried them all; 
and 'vhut is more," said the doctor, looking 
ver;' nrtlily nt liim, "there is something in 
your face that tetls me 1 shall bury you too." 

The event justified the doctor^ prediction, 
as the gentleman veryioon after died; and, 
what was still more extraordinary, ilt the time 
of Dr. Monsey'a death, there was no person 
who had the promise of the reversion. 
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HENRY WELBY. ' 

Was a native of LincolnBhire, where ha^Mid 
an estate of above a thousand ponnda a year* 
He was obsarved in hia lifbtime to poaaeaa, in 
an eminent degree, the Suaafieationa of a gen- 
tleman and a scholar. Having beeQ. a comp^ 
tent time at the university and the inna of court, , 
he completed his education by makinff the 
tour of Europe. He wa8^h^>py in the eiteem 
of the world and the love of' ma (nenda,and, 
indeed, all that knew him, insomuch that be 
may have here been coDsidered as a perfect 
contrast to the.charactc .s hitherto described 
in this book. In fact, his heart was wanu, and 
the virtues of it were conspicuous firom hia 
many acts of charity, humanity, and beneyo- 
lence. But an accident happened about the 
fortieth year of his age, that /gave a complete 
turn to his way of life, as well as to the view 
of his affairs. At this time an abandoned 
profligate (said to be his brother) made an at- 
tempt upon his life with a pistol, which not go- 
ing off, he had address and strength sufficient to 
wrest it from his hands, and found it charged 
with a double bullet. From this incident, he 
formed a resolution of retiring from the world' 
and taking a house in Grub Street, he reserv 
ed three rooms for himself; the first for hf 
diet, the second for his lodging, and die thi; 
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fbr his stiifly. In these, be kept himself so 
closely retired, that for forty-four yeara he waa 
never seen by aiiy human creature, exr.ept 
Deborali, hia old aervimt miid that attended 
him, who liid only been permitted to see liim 
in some cases of urgent necesflity. Secluded 
froin all iiitercourno with mankind, Mr. Welby 
led B. very blamelsBaJife. Ilia diet wna con- 
stantly breiid and water gruel, nulk, and vr^ge- 
tables ; and when most inclined to indulge 
himself, tlien lie toqjt tlio yolk of an egg. lie 
was very curioifc in Iwowinjj how the world 
went, for he bought all the new hooka that 
were published, most of whicli, oftcr perusiaff, 
he rejocteil, und gave to his old servant to seu, 
and cunslautly applied, the produoe trj the use 
of the poor. Ilia time waa regularly spent in 
reading, meditation, and prayer. No Carthu- 
sian monk was ever more constant and rigid 
in his abstinence. His plain garb, his long, 
wliite beard, liis mortifled and venerable aspect, 
bespoke him nn ancient inhabitant of the 
desert, ratlicr than a gentleman of fortune in 
a populous city. He expended a great part of 
h;3 income in acts of charity, many of which 
were bestowed with a degree of aingularily 
wortliy of being recorded. Though his ser- 
vant never saw him_ but upon very emergent 
occasions, yet, through her means, he commu- 
nicated his charities to the neighborhood round 
in a very singular manner. When ho wanted 
any thing with the old woman, he used to ring 
a bell in the middle room, and immediately . 
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retire to tlie inner apaxtiMikt, ftom.wheiiee ko 
asked, in a tone of voice fiifficiently load to 
be heard by her, for what he ifuited, Wb 
meal time was the cooetuit hour with hk» to 
receive petitions from the poory all ctwhuHk be 
duly considered ; but upon these occaaiobe hia 
servant still, Uiough the agent of hia bellefla^ 
lence, did not see her master ; for she did noidaie 
enter his apartment; and not until he hadniii^ 
the bell in the middle room, must she veii|iire to 
go and take her orders, wluc^wiMMipartiealar, 
were in writing. Upon eftrmrdiiiary festivals, 
as Christmas, Easter, WlitBinitide, And ICch- 
aelmas day, he constantly cauaed eveij aear 
Bonable sort of provision to tie provided, and, 
after being dressed, he iiad them broogfat iqs 
and when the servant had retured, MrJwelbjr 
cut the victuals up, and divided it in donatkma 
to the poor of the neighborhood, according to 
the number of children or incumbrance of uieir 
circumstances; and upon* the representation 
of extraordinary cases, in which he did not like 
his charity to be quite so conspicuous, the old 
womari was despatched with money wn4>ped up 
in paper, with directions to throw it in at the 
door or window of the apartment of the poor 
people, and disappear ; which practice he seem- 
ed to adopt from the words of the gospel, 
^Let not vour right hand know what your 
left hand does." After having thus spent a 
life of benevolence and good will to all meui 
and innocent, though singular, he died the 99(h 
of October, IClJG, m the eighty-fourth year of 
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his age, aad lies buried in St Giles's church 
near Cripplegate. His old maid servant died 
but six days before him. Mr. Welby left an 
amiable daughter, who married Sir Christo- 
pher Hilly ard, a gentleinan of Yprkshire ; but 
neither she, nor any of his family, ever saw her 
father after his retirement. 



THOMASO ANIELLO. 

CoMMONLX called MasanieUoy was a fisher- 
man of Naples, who caused a revolt in that city, 
on account of taxes, and headed a body of 50,000 
persons. At this time he was about 24 years 
of age, of a sprightly, active disposition, pleas- 
ant and humorous, and of a confident, bold ad- 
dress : his eyes w^Gre black, sharp, and pierc- 
ing : his countenance indicated an enterj)ri8ing 
mind ; and he possessed a large share of reso- 
lution and rough courage : his hair was cropped 
short: he wore a mariner's cap, long linen 
drawers, and blue waistcoat, and always went 
barefooted. His house was -at the corner of 
the market place ; and undergone of his win- 
dows was fixed the arms and name of Charles V., 
which was considered by the people as a pre- 
sage of what afterwards happened : and Aniello 
would often jocularly say, that he should re- 



Blori; tlic city to its liberties, nnd reover und 
establisli tlie cliatWf of privilegB'', granted by 
tliat monarch to the people of IJIj.ples. As aooii 
as he found the people ripe for liis purpose, he 
used til collect a rmmbcr of boys nroiitid bis 
BlM, nnd linrangiie them with a fine Bp"ci;li, 
ivlijch WU5 rcsDLinded in eyory corner iif (ho 
ttroi.'U: by tli(! boys, as soon as they divided 
theiiHclvos iiito different parties. The tumuli 
tbia cnDiliict occasioned was considerable. 
Sinne, tliiiiking Aiilello mad, sttempted to ridi- 
cule )iim ; but he replied, "You may laugh at 
me now, but you shall soon see what the fool 
Aiiifllo will do. If I don't set you free from 
all your taxes, mtty 1 be cursed, and nailed a 
villnin forever!" This answer only served to 
coiiiirju these scoiTers in their opinion of his 
madness ; hut Anicllo, regardless of this, took 
the naniea of the boys who followed him, of 
whom tliere were about 500, from 16 to 18 
yearq. af ago. Their number, however, soon 
increased to 5,000. He guve them each a 
small, weak cane,desinngthem to practise the 
lesson he had given them ; and appointing them 
to attend liim the next morning nt his stall, 
told them he would be tiieir general, and load 
them on to glory and liberty. This was on 
the (ith of July, lli47. Accordingly, he attend- 
oil irl the maj-kel place with hi* little brigade. 
When the eounlry friiitcrera came, the people 
refudcd to buy until the gahtl vna abolished. 
Among the &uit0re» wu areUtion of AoieUo's, 



with whom lie liad planned this tumnll, and 
who, affecting to be in a passion, kicked down 
two baskets of fruit; the others, diitappointed 
of flieir sale, fell apon the shop-keepera, and 
a sharp contest ensued, while the boys were 
scraiiiljhng for the Iruit that was kicked aboiiL 
A magistrate now interfered, but was pelted 
by tile fishermsji and his boys with Btoiies. 
People rushed now irom al! (i«HxlerB into the 
market place, aome armed with sticks, some 
with pikes, and some with whatever came first 
to hand; these joined Aniello, who jimipodnpon 
the higliest table among tlie ftuiterera, and, 
commanding silence, harangued the mulU- 
tude. His speech was not only received with 
genernl applause, but every one expressed their 
determination to follow him wherever he would 
lead tliom. Thus supported, several toll and 
gabel houses were destroyed by fire ; and our 
hero at length effected the abolition of the 
taxes, and established the privileges tinted 
by Charles V.,-for which he received the con- 
gratulations of the nobility and gentry. The 
streets were Etrcwed before him with palm 
and olive branches; and the ladies, from their 
windows and balconies, dropped (lowers and 
garlands. Aniello was elegantly attired dur- 
ing the proclamation: but when the wiahed- 
for reduction in the taxes was obtained, he 
began to tear his dress in pieces, daclaring 
himself now a fisherman. Having thai accom- 
plished his design, tie became fiimtic with 
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which he bouglit in London, and he succeeded 
beyond all expectation. Two monkeys were 
the next pupils he exereiaed art upon, one of 
which he taitcxht to dunce and tumble on the 
tope, and the other held a csadle, with one 
paiv, for h'i$ coinpanion, and witli the other 
played a barrel organ. He also taaght these 
antic animals to perform several other curious 
trif ks, such as drinking- to (he company, going 
tiirou!rli several regular dances with the dog, 
&.O. TJiree young- cats were the next objects 
of his tuition. He instnict-H ihnsc c)ompstic 
tigers to strike their pni~ ! ■ ■ "i ""!■ :, .n-: 
on L':e dulcimcr.aa to \i\--"'. ir 

tunes, having music b ,ii 

squalling at the same time in different keys 
or tones, first, second, and third, by way of 
concert. Those peribnnanccs exciting gen- 
eral curiosity, his house was every day crowd- 
ed, and hia business much IntemipCed. Being 
advised to make a public exhibition of his ani- 
mals, he readily assented to tlie proposal ; and 
the well known Cat»' Opera was adyertised to 
be represented in the Haymarket, where a 
horso, a dog, the monkeys, and the cats, went 
tliroiigh their several parts with tinoommon 
appl^iiise to crowded houses; and, in a few 
il:iys, Bissel found himself a gainer of alraosi 
ii thousand pounds, as a reward for his in 
niiity. Tliij success created a desire of 
tending his dominion over other ttnimals. 
He procured a J||ftrQt,-anJ taught it to beat 



/2 ECCENTRIC qjBABJiCl€E8. 

everal marches on a drum on its hind len 
ill it became a full grown haxe. He tao^ 
Janary birds, linnets, and spanowgf to mU 
tlie name of any person in company, to. oii- 
tinguish tlie hour and minute of tune, and. 
play many other surprising feats. He trained 
six turkey cocks to ffo through a regular 
dance ; but, to accompush Uiis, he acknowl- 
edged that he adopted the eastern method,* 
by which camels are made to dance, by heat- . 
ing the iloor. In the course of six months* • 
teaching, lie enabled a turkey to fi^tch and 
carry like a dog; and haying chalked the 
floor, and blackened its claws, could' direct it 
to trace out any given name of the company."* 
At length, not meeting with the encourage- 
ment ho had for some years received, he found 
Iiimsnlf constrained to make an itLierant ex- 
hibition of part of his group, and to sell this 
rest. Afler showing his animals in the oi^ 
of London, to tlie great astonishment of tJioU'* 
sands, in 1775, he took the north-west circuit 
of the kingdom, and afterwards went to Bel- 
fjust, where he established himself in a public 
house, resolving in future to deal only with 
tlie' rational part of animated nature. But the 
habits and the amusements of life cannot be 
all at once abandoned. He trained a dog anr 
cat to perform many amazinff exploits, i 
doubt being started to him whether the oY 
stinacy of a pig could be conquered, his usu 
patient fortitude was exerdsd to try the € 

"I 



periment He Imught a black Bucking pig't 
in tlie market of Uiilfust, for three ahillinga, 
and trained it to lie andor the stool or kit on 
wliicli he sat at iiis work. At various inter- 
vals, during six or seven months, he tried in 
vain to bring the young boar to his purpose, 
and despniring of every kind cf Bucceas, lie 
wtis on the point of giving it ftway, when it 
struck liim to adopt a new mode of tencliing ; 
in consequence of wliich, in the course of six 
months, he made an animaJ, suppoaed the most 
obstinate and perverse in niture, to become 
tlie most tractable. In August, 1783, hs again 
turned itinerant, and took his learned pig te 
Dublin, where it waa shown for two or tiiree 
nlglils, at Ranelagh : it was perfectly under 
cojnmu.nd, and appeared aa pliant and good 
tiatured as a s])aniel, Wljon the weather (ind 
made it necessary that Biaset should renioie 
his animal to tlie city, he obtained the permis- 
sion of tho' chief magistrate, and advertised 
it to be seen in Dame Street. It waa exhibit- 
ed two or tliree dava to many persons of dis- 
tinction, when it could spell, without any ap- 
parent direction, the name or nauBB of tiiuse 
ill company, cast up accounts, and ^int out 
even the worda thought of by persons present; 
it told, exactly, llie tioor, minutes, md seconds ; 
pointed nia tlie married aud unmarried, kneeled, 
and made his obei3ance to the compwi^. Sic, 
Sic. Poor Bisset waa thus in a fair way of 
"bringing Ijia pij to « good market," when a 
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to tha then king of Sardinia, to offer liim a vast 
sum of money for tlie island of Sardinia, wliicli 
tliat monarch iikewlSG rejected. Many of Mr. 
GuD;t''s friunds advised liioi to sead'S or 
30()",000i. to England, to puichsse an estate to 
support liini, in case tlie Mississippi scheme 
elionld prove a bubble, which, in a short time, 
it diil,bj which Mr. Gage woh utterly undone. 



MR. LOOKUP. 



Was a Kortli Briton by birth, but served an 
nppronticeslijp to an apothecary in the north 
ol' Kiigla-nd, and acted in that profession, as a 
journeymnn, in the city of Bftth. Soon after 
the doath of his master, he paid his addresses 
to tliu widow, and prevailed ou Ijer to favor 
liini ivith licr hand. From iiis iiifu.iu'y, hu iiad 
a strong prupensily for play ; and living roii- 
Hlaritly in tiiat seal of gayety aiid dissij)alion, 
lir- had frt-iiuent i^pportunitie* of indiiljjiiiLr it- 
Aa lir grt'w older, ho mve a gnsotor latitndo 
to lii? iiioliniitions, and oecBmc very e\peii ^t 
sci'eral games, being endowed with a vpry 
gaud understimding, and a penetrating penius. 
P'inding liimaclf, hy his ettnnubiul «llijn:c, 
inrisli-T of about tive hundred pounds, bo pres- 
ently shut up shop, and turned hie application 
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his new and much denbpsd busmefls ; and had 
not been long in it, before he^oonld find opt 
any book that was asked fiuvw readSy as tiw 
bookseller could himself Some time after 
this, he learned to read, and, as soon as lie liady 
was always reading when he could. 'He a oo i m 
never to have appLed hmuielf to anj paitkokr 
study. A passion for reading was nis rnling 
passion ; and a prodigious memoiy his ffieat 
talent He read everj book almost inuflbr; 
ently, as they happened to como into his hands: 
he read them with a surprising quickneaSi and 
yet retained not only we sense of what he 
read, but oflen all the words, and the verj 
manner of spellii^g them, if there was any thing 
peculiar of that kind in any author. His extrSr 
ordinary application and talents soon reborn- 
mended him to Ermini, and Marmi, the ffreat 
duke's librarians. He w'as by them introduced 
into the conversation of the learned, and made 
known at court, and b.egan to be looked upon 
every where as a prodigy, particularly for his 
vest and unbounded memory. ' It is said that 
there was a trial made of the force of liis mem- 
ory, which, if true, is very amazing. A ffeii- 
tleman at Florence, who had written a piece 
which was to be printed, lent the manuscript 
16 Magliabechi ; and, some time after it had 
been returned with thanks, came to him again 
with a melancholy face, and told liim of some 
invented accident, by which, he said, he faif 
lost his manuscript The author seemodlitl 
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think you play as well with one eye as two," 
■I don't wonder at it," replied Lookup, "for 
I have seen only out of one for thean ten 
years." With the money he won of Lord 
Uliestorfieljl he bought some houses at Bath, 
and jocularly named them Chtaterjield Row. 
After nccuraulating a couaidenible «[im by 
play, he repaired to lie capital ; and haviog 
hurled bis wife, married another widow with a 
verylar^e fortune. Hisplaoof operations was 
nmv vpry much enlarged, and though ho played 
occasioiioJly for his amusement, Or when he 
mot with what ia termed a gooi thinf;, he did 
not now pursue gaming as a regular profeeaion. 
He struck out several schemoa, some visionary, 
and others advantageous ; artiong the foremost 
of these was a project for making saltpetre, for 
which e.xtensive buildings were orected at 
Cdeisei. So sanguine wore his hopes of suc- 
cess, that he persuaded a particular friend of 
hia to bocome a partner, and the loss of many 
thoii.iands was the consequence of pursuing 
hia prijecc. He was eoocemed in many pri- 
vatofr.i at t!ie beginning of the war, ond nt the 
cUiBH of it he cngngod in the African trade. 
His darling paasion would, however, lometimes 
predominate, and he has been known to Bit up 
whole nij^ihts, playing for very considerable 
sums, within a few weeks of hia death ; nay, it 
was averred that he died witii a pack of cards 
in hi.* hand, at his favorite gome, humbug, or 
two handed whiat ; on wliich Mr. Foote face. 



;08 ECCENTRIC CHARACTERS. 

tiously observed, " That Lookup was humbtut' 
fred out of tlie world at last" The affair tor 
which lie was on the point of suffering a dis- 
gracofiil piinishin<Mit, made a great noise in 
the world ; we sliall therefore bnefly state it — 

Meetin<jf with Sir Thomas F , they 

agre(Ml to r<*pair to a tavcm, to play at crib- 
bafre : they played very deep, and Mr. Lookup 
won bet u e( 11 three and four hundred pounds, 
wliicli li(^ re(:(?iv(^d ; but it having been hinted 
to Sir Thoiims, that Lookup must have had a 
])ull ui)on liiin, the baronet commenced an ac- 
tion to r(^cover double damages, according to 
the statute. In defcndhig this action, by the 
l)liin(l«^r of Lookup's attorney, he swore to a 
c ire inns tance which was proved to be false. 
liOoku}) was hereupon imprisoned and prose- 
cuted for j)orjnry, and would have stood on the 
])illory if a Haw had not been discovered in the 
indiotmont, wliich ()j)ened a door for his escape. 
Mr. Jjookup, upon the whole, was almost as 
extraordinary a character as has been seen for 
many years. lie pos^ses-sed a considerable 
share of irood sense, cultivated by a long ac- 
quaintance with the world : he had a smatter- 
in<y of learnin«r, a retentive memory, a fluency 
of words, and a vivacity of imagination. We 
cannot add that he was generous, grateful, or 
courajreous. lie end/)d his days in Holland, 
whitlier ho went to settle some commercial 
affairs. We cannot positively ascertain his 
anre, hut we think he must have been bordering 
upon sovf'nty. 



C MAOLlABECHl. 



ANTHONY MAGLIABECHI, 

A LEARNEu Florentine, and librarian to the 
gratiii duke □(' Tuscany, was bom in Florence 
OclohBr 'A>, Hi33, His pnrenla v^re of 30 low 
ftiid m(?an ft rank, tbat they were very well 
sBtistied when they bad got him into the ser- 
vice of a man wJio aoid herba and fruit. He 
had never learned to read, and yet he waa per- 
petually |ioring over the leaves of old booka, 
that were used as waste paper in his maatBr's 
shop. A bookseller who lived in the neigh- 
borhood, who had oJlen obaerved this, and 
knen- tli<! boy coutd nSt read, a^ked him one 
day, "Whiit he meant by staring so much on 

E Tinted piipers ?" He said, "that he did not 
now how it ivafl, but that he loved it of all 
things ; that he waa very uneaay in the busi- 
ness he was in, and should be the happiest 
creature in tlie norld, if he could live with him, 
who had always bo many booka about liim." 
The bookseller was astonished, and yet pleased 
with hiH answer; and at last tnld him, that ho 
should not be disinclined to take Him into his 
shop, if his master would be willing ta part 
with him. Majfliabeohi thanked him with 
tears of joy in liia eyea ; and hia happiness 
was hi(;hly increased, when liia master, on tlio 
bookseller's desiro, gave hiin leave to go whore 
he pleased. He went, tliMefore. directly to 
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edge of books, that induced the great duke. 
Cosmo the Third, to do him the honor of making 
him }iis librarian : and what a happiness roust 
it have been to Magliabech), who delighted in 
nothing so much as in reading, to Imve the 
supreme command and use of such a collection 
of books as that in the great duke's palace ! 
He was also very conversant with the books 
in the Lorenzo library ; and had the keeping 
of those of licopoldo and Francesco Maria, the 
two cardinals of Tuscany ; and yet even ah 
this did not satisfy his extensive appetite. To 
read such vast numbers as he did, he latterly 
made use of a method as extraordinary as any 
thing hitherto mentioned of him. When a 
book first came into his hands, he would look 
the title page all over, and then dip liere and 
there in the preface, and advertisements if there 
were any, and then cast his eyes on each of 
the divisions, the different sections, or chapters, 
and then he would be able forever to know 
wliat that book contained ; for he remembered 
as steadily as he conceived rapidly. It was 
after he had taken to this way of reading, that 
a priest who had composed a panciiyric on one 
of liis favorite saints, brought it to Magliabechi, 
as a present. He read it over the very way 
above mentioned, and then thank(*d him very 
kindly for his excellent treatise. The author 
in some pain asked him, " Whether tliat was 
all he intended to read of his book ?" Maglia- 
bechi coolly answered, " Yes, for I know very 
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we!! every thing that is in it" Magliiibedii 
had a local memory loo of the places where 
every book stood, and seerai to have carried 
this t'lirlhor than only in relaUen h) the cuUcc- 
tinii of hooks with which he was persunnlly 
iif<in!uiiind. One da^ the great duke seat for 
him, nfler he was hja librarian, to aak him, 
whetlier he could get him a (wok that was 
particularly scarce. "No,9ir,"oaaweredM:)g- 
liiiliechi, " it ia iinpossible, for there ie but one 
in the world; that is 'in tlie grand aeignor'a 
library at Constantinople, and u the ievEUth 
book on the second ehelf on the right hand as 
ya\i s;o in." Thou^ Mag-liabechi must have 
livfd so sedentary a life, with such an intense 
and almost perpetual applieadon to hooka, yet 
he nrrived to a good old age. He died in his 
eighty-first year, on July 14, 17Z4. By his 
ivill lie Ipft a very fine library, of hia own col- 
lection, for the use of (he public, with a fund 
to maintain it ; and whatever should remain 
over, to the poor. lie was not an ecclesiastic, 
ijul cJioHc never to marry ; and was uuita neg- 
ligent, OK rather qulto alovenly, in nis dross. 
Ilis appearance was such, as must have been 
far from engaging the afTectJon of a lady, had 
he addressed himself to any ; and hia tace in 
particular, as appears by the several represent- 
ations of him, whether in his husts, medals, 
pictures, or prints, would rather have prejudiced 
his suit, than advanced iL He received hi* 
friends, and those who came to consult bim in 
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any points of literature, in a civil and obliging 
manner, though in general he had almost the 
air of a savage, and even affected it, together 
with a cynical, or contemptuous smile, which 
scarce rendered his look the more agreeable. 
In his manner of living he affected the char- 
acter of Diogenes ; three hard eggs and a 
draught or t\vo of water was his usual repast 
When any one went to see him, they most 
usually found him lolling in a sort of fixed 
wooden cradle, in the middle of his ~study, with 
a multitude of books, some thrown in heaps, 
and otliers scattered about the floor^ all around 
him : and this his cradle, or bed, was attached 
to the nearest piles of books, by a number of 
cobwebs. At their entrance lie commonly used 
to call out to them, " not to hurt his spiders." 
An old cloak starved him for a gown in the 
day, and for bed-clothes at night : he had one 
straw chair for his table, and another for his 
bed, in which he continued fixed among his 
books till he was overpowered by sleep. 



GEORGE MANLY, 

A HCRBEBETt, who WR3 executed at Wick- 
luw, in Ireland, \73S ; ujid, having behaved in 
a. strange tinJ undnunted miuiiier, made the 
following curious epeech nt the tree; "My 
friends, you assemble to see — What ? A man 
taiiC a leap into the nbyss of death- Look, and 
you shall see mc go with aa much courage as 
Curtius, when he leapt into the gulf to save 
his country from destruction. What then will 
you Bee of me ? You say, that no man with- 
out virtue can be courageous. You see I am 
courageous. Youll say I have killed a man ; 
Marlborough killed his thousands, and Alexan- 
der his millions. Marlborough and Alexander, 
and many others who have done the like, are 
fumoLis in history for great men ; but J kUled 
one solitary man ! ay, tiiat's tlje caae ; one 
solitary man ! I'm a little murderer, and must 
be hanged. Marlboroiigh and Alexander plun 
dered countries ; they were great men. I ran 
in debt with the ale wife ; I must be hanged f 
Now, my friends, I have drawn a parallel be- 
tween two of the greatest men that, ever lived 
and myself; but these were men of former 
days. Now I'll Kpeok a word of some of the 

f resent days. How many men were lost in 
taly and upon tlio Rhine, during Hie last war, 
for setting a king in Poland ! But both sidee 
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ould not be in the right: ther ■ WJpJ)Hqe n| 
jut I killed a solitary man, Ad #BV«W|loir. 
The king of Spain takes our M^']fkm6on 
our merchants, kills and tortaies our vaibn ; 1>ot 
what of all that? What he does is good ; he^la 
great man ; he is clothed in purale ; his instrc* 
ments of murder are briffht and shining, mine 
was but a rusty gun ; and so nmch for compajv 
ison. Now I would fain know What anthcnity 
there is in scripture, for a rich man to morder, 
to plunder, to torture, and ravage whole coun- 
tries ; and what law it is that condemns a poor 
man to death for killing a solitary man, or fbr 
stealing a solitary sheep to feed his fiunily* 
But bring the matter closer to our own comitiy : 
what is the difference between running in a 
poor man's debt, and by the power of gold, or 
any other privilege, preventing him from ob- 
taining his right, and clapping a pistol to a 
man's breast, and taking &om him his purse ? 
yet the one shall thereby obtain a coach, and 
honors, and titles, &c., the other — what ? a 
cart and a rope. From what I have saidL, my 
brethren, you may, perhaps, imagine I am 1^ 
dened ; but believe me, I wip fully convinces 
of my follies, and acknowledge the just jad^ 
ment of God has overtaken me. I have r 
hopes but from the merits of my Redeems 
who I hope will have mercy on me, as 
knows that murder was fhr from my heart, r 
what I did was .through rage and passf 
being provc^rad thereto by the dooe« 
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T&ke wutung, mj dear comndeB: think 1 O 
think I— Wiut would I now gwe that I had 
lived audthei life !" 



HON. WILLIAM MONTAGUE. 

Was the aecond son of Edward Richard, 
Viscount Hinchiiibrooke, who waa eldest fi'.m 
to Edward, third earl of Sandwich. Having 
betaken himself to Ihe sea service, he waa ap- 
pointed a lieutenant in the navy, under Captain 
Long. This gentleman obaerviog in him a too 
gallant spirit, which at times rose to an appear- 
ance rather romantic for o moderate andprudeut 
man to display, distjng-uiahed him on all occa- 
sions by the 'iarniliar appellation of iiia dragon. 
He was successively promoted to he captain 
of the Mermaid, the Prince Edward, and tlio 
Bristol. Hitherto he does not appear to have 
had an; opportunity of munifeatiiig that natural 
intrepidity which all who knew liim admit him 
to have possessed; bntTin the following year 
he commanded the Bristol, as indeed he cun< 
tinned to'do durinjf tlie remainder of the war. 
He was present with Mr. Anson at the defeat 
and capture of De la Joaquire's squadron, and 
contributed all that waspossiWft for him towards 
the glorious succesa theaobtained. H€ aflef- 
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wards, on the aTth of Fetruary,' 1747, csBtured 
n very volnable Freoch recisler aliip, fiaving 
on booj-il ;!(10,000 dollars, beaide a valuable 
cargo of cocliinod, oocoft, and otlior conunodi- 
ties. He was Bnatchod from the service at a 
very early period of his life, on tiie lOlh of 
February, 1757. The whimsical eccentricities 
which pervaded the general conduct of lliis 
gentleman, procured him, both in and out of ser- 
vice, tlie familiar appellation of ^mi Montague. 
Some of these imecdotes are almost too ex- 
travunuiit fur belief, one or two of which we 
shall venture to relate. In coming up the 
riiaimd, during llie timt- he commanded tlie 
Bristol, he fell in witli a very numerotls fleet 
of outward bound Dutch morclmntmen : he 
fired at severed, in order to compel them to bring 
to, a njiinaurc niiUii;ri7.ed by custom and his 
ffencral iustructions. The Dutch, aided by a 
fair wind, hoped by its assistance to escape Ibe 
disagreeable delay of beino' Hctuched or over- 
hauled, and liold on tlieii'way. Captain Mon- 
tag-ue pursuod, but, on ovortltking tliem, l«ok 
no otiier satis&ction, than that of manning aild 
sending out hia two cutters, with a carjieuter'a 
mate in each, ordering them to cut ofl" twelve of 
the ugliest heads they could And in the wboli 
fleet, from among those with which they or 
accuBtomed to ornament tlie extremity ofthe 
rudders. Whan these were brought on boai 
he caused them to be disposed on bracb 
' round lus cabin, contraetinf; ttiem iii tlie m 
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ludicrous maniipr his vein of humor could in- 
vent, and writini!; under them the names ofthe 
twelve Ciesars. Another anecdote is, tliat 
beino- once at Lisbon, and having got into a. 
nidht oiliay with tiie people on shore, he re- 
ceived in the scuiBB what ia uauaUy termed a 
black eye. On the following day, previous to 
his Koing on shore, he compelled each of his 
boats' crew to bloclt, with cork, one of tlieir 
cyc3, HO as to resemble a natural injury ; tli<? 
Btarboofd- rowers tile right eye, the Jiirboard 
rowers the left, and the cockswain both : Uie 
whimalcd effect may be eaiily conceived. 
When under the orders of Sir Edward Hawke, 
in 1755, he solicited permission to repair to 
town. The admiral informed him, that "ths 
complexion of affiira was so serious, tliat he 
could not grant him leave to go farther ftom 
ji s ship than hifibar^e conld carry him." Mr, 
Montague is said to hnve immedidtdy repnired 
to Portsmouth, wliere he srave order? for the 
construction of acarrias^ o" trucks, to he drawn 
with horses, on which he meant to row his barge, 
having previously stored it with provisions and 
necessajies requisite forthree days, to proceed 
to London, Having lashed it to the carriage, 
the crew was instructed to imitate the action of 
rowing with the same solemnity as iftbcy hod 
nctiiully been coming into the harbor from Spit- 
hr>Eid. Sir Edward, it is said, received intelli- 
gence of hie intention eoon ^ter the boat and 
its contents were landed, and immediately sent 



lum bJa pennisHioD to procenil to Iiondoii in 
■wbateVPr muniietJie tliought proper. A varictjr 
of well Qiitheiiticated anccdotiK equally iudi- 
crous might be tulduocil, but the foro|^oine 
Bpeciroen may (lerhapa.bs deemed Bufficient. 



JDHN OVER3. 



BEFonr. there wM any bridge built twerflw 
Tlianips, tha CcinTeyance was by a ferry, which 

to the cily by hanXs ; wliicli ferty was rented 
' flf tlie city by Jolin Overs, who enjoyed it for 
ifaWiy yearn. TUifl mau, though he kt^pt many 
Ht^rvanta, wiii of sn covotuua a mind, that lie 
wmild nnl, c-v['Ti in liU .,Id hkp, s|.;ire hi.* oxm 

II. . From 

li. |oi his 

the Brat noblpnian'a in ific iBnii ; notwilhatand 
inii', in his liabit, housekeeping, and eTpensO' 
he expressed nothing no much ns miser«b' 
poverty. This Charon had one daughter, bo 
pious and bpautifii! ; and he took cnre enou 
to see her liberally educated ; but when t 
grew up and fit for marriigc, he would su' 



no man (by im good will) to have iny access 
to her. However, a young gentleman took 
the opportunity, when he was picking up his 
penny fijes, to get admitted lo her company. 
The first intervifiw pleased well, the second 
better, and the third concluded the match. In 
all this intorim, the silly, rich fenymiin, not 
dreaming but things were as sectire by land 
as they were by water, continued in hi» former 
course, which was as follows; Ho waa of bo 
poor and wretched a disposition, that, when he 
would not be at the charge of a fire, he has 
roasted, or at leant heated, a black padding 
in Ilia bosom, and eat it: and baa given his 
servants some of the pudding out of Ins bosom, 
which had been heated by his rowing over the 
water. Puddings wgtb then a yard for a 
penny ; and whenever he gave them their ril- 



mld scarce afford a poor neighbor the light- 
ing of a candle, lest they should in some part 
impoverish liim by taking some of the light 
Tie has nlao in the night gone to scrape upon 
the dunghill, and if he could find any bones, 
hf wonld bring tliom home in Ids cap, and 
have them stewed for pottago ; and, instead of 
oatmeal, lie noiild buy the siflings of coarse 
mrnl, and with tliis mafte the poor aervanta 
their bri.th. He Looght his broad at the 
market, nut caring how mouldy or etalo it was ; 
and when he brought it home, he cut it into 
21 
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slices, and laid it in the sun, that it might be the 
harder to be eaten. Moat he would not buy, 
unless it Avorc tainted, and, therefore, would go 
furtlicr in the family ; and when his dog luis 
refused it, he said, he was a dainty cur, and 
blotter fod than taught, and then ate it himself. 
He needed no cats, for all the rats and mice vol- 
untarily left his house, as there were no crumbs 
left by his ser\'ants to feed them. It is ibrther 
reported of liim, that, to save one day% ex- 
penses, he first counterfeited himself sick, and 
the next day to die, and his body to be laid out, 
for no other purpose, than to save one day's 
provisions ; apprehending that, whilst his body 
was above ground, his servants vrould not bo 
so unnatural as to take any manner of food till 
they Iiad seen him in the earth, ]>iirposing to 
r^pvcr the next morning after the charge was 
saved ; and with this he acquainted his daugh- 
ter, who, against her own will, consented to 
satisfy his humor. lie was then laid out for 
dead, and wrapt up in a sJieet (for he would 
not be at the expense of a coffin) ; he was laic' 
out in his chamber, with one candle set bum 
ing at his head, and another at his feet, whic 
Avas the custom of the time. Ilis apprentice 
hearing of the glad tidings, hoping to be I 
of their penurious servitude, came to see t 
joyful spectacle, and, supposing him really de 
began to dance and skip about tli(^ corpse*. C 
ran into the kitclien, and, bri aking open 
cupboard, brought out the brown loaf ; ano 



fetched out thp clioese ; and a. third drew a 
flagon of beer, and l)0!.'an filling their ompty 
bellies [beiiio- ulnioat sUiTTed), and rejoicitig 
among thernaelvBa, tliiuking thay were in ex- 
pectation of future help and comfort, Bfid to 
ba freed from the hard ueajro thej; had endured. 
The old, man lay quaking all tliis while to see 
the waste, and, thinking he should he undone, 
he could cndiiro it no longer, but Btirring and 
strugghng in liia sheet, like a ghoat, and tak- 
ing a candle in each hand, was going to rmitc 
them for tJieir boldnesa, when one of them, 
tliinking it Was tlie devil, in Ids Hceneas, in ■ 
amazement cauaht hold of the tmt end of u 
biokon oar, and at one blow Btruclr out his 
hrains. Thus he, who thought only to coonter- 
fyit death, occasioned his own death in eatncsl ; 
and llie law acquitted the fellow of the act, as 
lie wan the prime occasion of his own death. 
Tlio daughter's lover, hearing of her fatlier's 
death, made all possible haste up to London ; 
but, aias ! with more hoale than ^ood speed, 
for, in riding fust, his horse unfortiiuately thrtiv 
him, just at his entrance into London, and 
broke his neck. This, and herfaliier'BdeHtli, had 
such an effect on her spbits, as bereaved her 
of her senses. The father, who, for his uaury, 
extortion, and the sordidness of his iif^, hnd 
been exoommiuiii-.^itivil, therefore was not al- 
lowed Christian Imrinl ; but the daughtnr, for 
ninnoy, prevaileil mi the ftiars of Bermondsey 
Abbey, in the ub^^cnce of tlie iibb«t, to get 
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him buried. When the ihlMt eame hcHM, im 
in? a aew grave, he inatiiMd who, in Ui «b 
>, had been buried uere. On being tml; 



and commanded il 
back (for it waa the custom of the times ft 
the heada of religioua houses to ride npoi 
asses); then making a short prayer, he tumei 
the beast, with his burden, out at the abbe] 
gates, desiring of God, that he might cur] 
him to some place where he best deserved tob< 
buried. The ass went, with a solemn pace, un 
guided by any, through Kent Street, till h< 
came to St Thomas-a- watering, which wai 
then the common execution place, and thei 
shooli him off, just under the gallows ; when 
e. grave was instvntly made, and, without uii 
ceremony, he was tumbled in, and covers' 
with earth. This was the remarkable ehd o 
his infamous and abominable avarice, Thei 
disasters on the daughter coming one upi 
another, and being troubled with a number 
new suitors, she resolved to retire into a de 
ter of religions nuns ; and determined, t 
whatsoever her father had left her by hie de' 
she would dispose of as near aa she coolt 
the honor of her Creator, and the enconr 
ment ofhia religious service ; and caused, 
to the place where her father lived, and 
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Mary ; in memory of which pious act, and that 
her name niijrlit live to all posterity, the peo- 
ple added Irer name also to that given by her, 
and called it St. Mary Overs, which title it in 
general bfenrs even to this day. London Bridge 
originated from the public apiril of the priests 
of St. Maj-y Overs. Before, there had been a 
ferry, left by her parents to their only daugh 
ter, Mary, who foiindeJ a nunnery, and endow- 
ed it with tlie money received from tlie profits 
of the boMa. This house was afterwards con- 
verted into a college of priests, who not oiJy 
built the bridge, but kept it ui repair: but it 
must be understood, tiMt the first bridge vae 
of timber, the matcrinjs at hand, and, moat prob- 
ably, rudely put together. 



EDWARD PRATT. 

The hero of these memoin waa an officer 
in the service of the East India Company, and 
half brother to a late venerable and illustrious 
peer of the same name. This singular chai- 
acter is introduced as a remar^bile instance 
of unconquerable taciturnity,and tenacious ac- 
curacy of memory. Though by no meana tn 
avaricious man, he always prefened the upper 
floor of a house for his Testdence, on account 
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a aolituT bottle of win^ 
trithoiit intnxication. He Beldom waa heui 
to apcuk, but no circumstance, however urgent, 
could jircvn.il on him to break sUenet atviMl, 
the favorite amiiaemcnt, or rather occupation, 
of his lifo ; and, at the conclusion of eacli rub- 
ber, iic could correctly call over the cbxAb in 
Uie exact order in which they were played, 
and enumerate various instances of error or 
dexturity in liis associates, with practical re- 
marks. But taciturnity was the favorite, tlie 
habitual, or the affected pleasure of his life ; 
he chose tn forego many little aatisfactions 
and coniforCH, ratlicr than be at tlie troifble of 
oskinfT for them, The endearing chit chst of. 
friendship oi affection, tlic familiar small talk 
of (luiuestic Ufe, tlie lively intercourse and 
spirited conversation of polished circles, »,'i>cb 
the sons of solitude sometimes relish, he sed- 
ulously avoided. In Itis voyages to the east, 
he often doubled the Cape without openiue hia 
lips. Od a certain occesion, the ship had been 
detained by along and troublesome calm, more 
distressing to a British sailor than a teni' 
peatiiou3 sea. The an;;ioua and dispiritw 
crew were at last revived by the wished-fb 
breeze aprinfpng up ; a shabby seaman at Iw 
proclaimed the welcome tidings of land, tat 
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the appro nc hi Bg toiriforts of terra Jirma, the 
feature's pf Mr. Pratt were observed aomewhat 
to alter and unbend. " I hnew," said he, 
" you would pujoj Uie aiglit of land ; I saw it 
an hour before the catelesa ragamuflui alutl." 
And these nerc the first, the lost, and the oiUj 
words he uttered during tlie voyage. Thia 
unsocial iind reserved behavior probably origi- 
nated rrcirii ill treatment on hia first voyagr?, & 
hasty. Luriivurubloopiiiionof hie associates, the 
boi:jIin.i(i.^rnss of the waves, or an ill-founded 
and iDiiFi'iiormis prejudice, in which he was 
supported by a, learned writer. "I prefer a 
prison to a Hhip," said Dr. Johnaon, "for you 
liavc always more room, and gen^ially better 
company." This illiberal sarcasm, from a man 
who knew and taught belter things, seems 

highly repceJicnsiWe. 



JAiMIilJAN I'UUATSCHEW, 

A Russian rebel, who assumed the title of 
Peter the Third, in 1774. This extraordinary 
man was the son of Ismailow Piigatschew, a 
chief of the Cossacks, on the bonks of the river 
Don, who was remarkable for his bravery and 
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died, aa ho had slffitya desired, in the field, 
covprod with wounds, which he recPived in 
the brittle between tlie Russians and Turks, 
near BiJchnrest, the latter end of the year 1784, 
leaving Jaineljtm, his only son, then an infant, 
under tiio care of his luotker ; who, in conse- 
quence of a new otlaohnient, neglecting liini 
in a. m-ini inhuman manner, he waa taken by 
an uncle to Poland, and lived in Uie family of 
n nobleman, where he mode himself acquaint- 
ed with the French, Italian, Polish, and Ger- 
man languages, and waa remarkable for the 
liveliiiesB of his parts. He then returned to 
his own country with h'ls uncle, and sotlled 
niQung the Cossacks that inhabit the forests of 
t!in Ukraine, Jaraoljan, upon the deutli of his 
uncle, became a uhieilain amoag these erratic 
pori|ile, and, from hia superior knowledge, es- 
tiiblislied a government which considerably in- 
creased tlie happiness of his dependants, who 
lived, like most of the Cossacks on the banks 
of tlio Don, in continual warAre with the neisb- 
boring Tartars. Among the strangers which 
belonged tii the troop Jomeljan commanded, 
wi're two men of abihtiea, who, from a spirit of 
enterprise, had accompanied him from Poland ; 
the one, Boispre, a Norman; and the otJier, Ca- 
pelini, a native of Florence. These persons 
were of considerable use to him in inatnicting 
and civilizing his savage associtttea. In one 
of Uicir excursions, Pugatschcw had destroyed 
a large settlement of TarUira, and carried off 
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a considerable booty ; uid a great nnmber of 
prisoners, among whom was afemale remarka- 
ble for her beauty, called Marvea, whom Ja- 
meljan noon atler became ao fond ofj that he 
married lier according tathe custom of- those 
people. The charms of thia woman m^e on 
impression open our chiefB Italian friend, who, 
not seeing any probability of Bucceedine- to his 
wishes, from the unaffected virtue of Marvea, 
determined at any rate to gratiiy his criminil 
desires. A fatal opportunity offered some time 
after, as Pogatschew had determined to extir- 
pate a troop of his enemies who had frequentr 
jy annoyed liim from one of the small islands 
in the Don ; and, collecting the greatest part of 
his forco together, he proceeded on the expe- 
dition, leaving his family in one of the towns 
on the uncultivated banks of that river. Na- 
gowslii, a Polish officer, was left to take care 
of the settlement, and Capelini, pretending 
illness, found it easy to excuse himself from 
the cxpciiition. In the heart of an immense 
forest, which was near the place of their abode, 
the Italian had di^^cnviTed a large cavern al- 
most covered with treoa, which he pitched upon 
as the spot on which he intended to acthiafbture 
vil'any. According to a plan settled between 
them, Nagowski left the settlement, and, not 
returning for some day.'!, was supposed to have 
deserted the party. One morning Marvea 
walked out alone with one of the company, 
Capelini having refused to be of the party. 
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under pretence that he wis more indispoBed 
tliiiii ordinary, and tiiarcfore stood in wajil of 
rtipuse. Marveaand lipr couipaiiiou returned 
uo inure. A eotioral nlnnn tool! place. Ca- 
jiL'litii, whoiii.! disi>rde{ seamed mjgmeiited by 
Ijji^j a.ccideiLt, iicted Ills pott to B, iiuraclc ; and, 
ill his ]iri>U.>iided despair, accused the Polander 
111' liuviiig debauched the wife of liia friend. 
Thi) truth is, theso two viHaiDs had agreed, 
that, w'dle Cupelini should feign dd increase 
of his uiuJudy, Nagowdki should g^ to his uuv- 
■erii ail J wail with precnution for an opportunity 
of Beijing- Marvea- TliiacircuuistanceprGseut- 
ly occurred. The Bieht ofthe woinnnwho ac- 
companieil Morvea a Tiltli^ oinliarrasacd the vil- 
lain, who, tlirough a tliioket, buliinJ wliith he 
wns posted, observed all their luovciuenla ; not- 
wlthstauding, he determined not to let this 
oL-cuaioii eacnpe liira. The monster aaw them 
with a barbarous pleasure insensibly advance 
towards the place which was to secrete the 
beautiful Tartar. When they had proceeded bo 
ihr that their cries could not be heard, he came 
from hia post, and walked softly behind tlie 
trees ; when lie arrived witliin a few paces of 
tlie two unfortunate women, with one stroke of 
the pomci of his' sword, he extended at his 
feet, vvitliout motion, and almost witliout life, the 
afl'rightiui compaiiioii of Marven, whom be took 
in liii; urnit^, and, without uttering one word, 
conveyed into the cavern, which was not twenty 
pa^cs distant. His first care was to recover the 



unfortunate lady, who, from her terrors, had 
fainted away. When she came to herself, he 
retuined to the otlit'r woman, and hroiig-lit her 
also into the CiLvcrn. Marvea, overwhelmed 
with grief for a i nu'^iderahle time, refused to 
take any nourish im- lit ; buthiir companion, who 
couiprehended iiutliini; of what she had seen, 
and Iiad a soulleas elevated than the wife of Pu- 
gatscliew, consoled herself ia her misfortunes, 
and readily refreBhed herself with the provis- 
ions the Polanderpreaentedtoher. Atlength 
Capelini arrived, and threw this unfortunate ' 
victim into such a situation aa is not easy to 
desL:ribe ; in ahort, he immediately proceeded 
to violence, and endeavored to intimidate the 
object of his wiahes hy Uircata of the crualest ' 
kind ; but, despairing to triumph over the virtue 
of Jiis prisoner, he lost all sense of shiune and 
decency, and enjoyed his prize in the most 
brutal manner. The time for Pugatachew'a 
rotiirn now approached, and Capelini, who had 
occasionally attended his duty at the aettle- 
ment, began to feel the severest apprehensions 
of his villany being discovered. As one crime 
leads to another, this inhuman wretch, for fear 
of dctoction, was impelled to destroy the com- 
panion of liis wickedness, Nogowski, fay a 
stroke of Jiis sabre, and soon alter murdered 
tlie unliappy woman who accompanied her mis- 
tress to this dreary place. Morvea, who was 
witness of this dreadful seene, prepared her- 
self witli joy to submit to the sotne ftte ; bat 
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Capelini, still findkiff her gec ewwiy to hk 
happiness, determinea to qoit tbe fbrsfti and 
find some method of convejing this vaaimpm. 
lady to Poland. Pogatflchew at thia pmoa 
returned from his expedition, erbwnea with 
victory, when the faypocritioal Italian, like a 
second lago, after many entreatiea, and with an 
appearance of the utmost senaibiHtyi informed 
him, that, duringr his ahaence^hia wifehf^ eloped 
with Nagowski, and that he had madethe atnet- 
est search afler them to no puipoae. Penetrated 
witli grief at this piece of mfoormation. the gal- 
lant Cossack burst into tears, whvsL at the 
same time, were* also jplentifhUy shea W hia. 
perfidious associate. Two days elapsed wRm 
Capelini found an opportunity of repairliig to 
the cavern, where he was cautiously followed 
by Boispre, who had for some time suspected 
his criminal passion for Marvea, and disbelieved 
the plausible tale he had recited to Pugat- 
schew. On entering this dreary abode, I&is- 
pre and his two attendants, with some difficul- 
ty, discovered the unfortunate victim, who haf 
just life enough to implore their assistanci 
The Italian, confounded at this detection, ft 
at the feet of this brave man, who had forme 
ly been his friend, confessed his crimes, 91 
requested immediate death from his hand, 
liberty to make his escape. Without deigb' 
him on answer, Boispre ordered his servf 
to secure him, and immediately despatched 
of them to PogatBchew, with the news thi 
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had discovered Marvea, whom he continued 
with, and endeavored to admiiiiater comfort to 
her expiring moments. The chief of tJic Coa- 
Backs iminediftiely repaired to the melancholy 
place, followed by Heveral of hJB troop, when 
Boispre, taking him by the hand, and pointing 
to Capelini, " See thore," aays he, " the ravbher 
of thy wife," Pugatschew, astonished at these 
words, was going to wreak his vengeance on 
the Italian, but was restrained by Boiapre and 
his followers, who conducted him to bis faith- 
ful consort, who no sooner saw him apiiroach, 
than she pronounced his name with enthuniafltic 
rapture, and expired in his arms. Tins affect- 
ing scene filled tlie hearts of these unpolishLid 
people with grief itnd horror. Our gallant 
Cosaack, unable to sustain the shock, fell 
senseless upon the ground, and was carried by 
hia friends to the settlement, where he contiO' 
lied some time oppressed with a melancholy, 
which would probably liave terminated fatally, 
but from the strength of his constitution and the 
cares of hia frienda. The odioua Capeliui naa 
condemned by the Cossacks to a singular pun. 
ishment for his atrocious Dfiencea. He vaa 
adjudged to be fastened to the dead bodv of the 
intiunous Nagowski, and suspended by the arms 
till he was sturved tu death. The generosity 
of Pugtttachi; w, however, felt for human nature, 
under this dreadful circunistnnce, and hs di- 
rected that tliu wretch should he put out of 
his misery tvilh a. B■^bte, tite day utler he hod . 
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been Buspendcd accoiding- to Iita seotenc«. 
We hose no furtber account of this cxtrourdi 
nary uiBa til! he entered into the Riisaian set- 
vice Btiroe time nfter, where h^ gave mauj 
proofs of ilia courage bid conduct. He was 
at the siege of Berlin, whicii was taken bj 
the Genernia Tottlelien, Czernichew, and Lita- 
Cy, in thomontli of October, 17riO, and was Hie 
first man that mounted the nunpaita, at tlie 
bead of a poi^ of Ctissacks. Ilis behavioi' 
during tlie »ie^e recornmeiiiled liira ao much 
*0 the favoTof Generol Tottleben, tliat he fre- 
4dently conversed witii him. The notice thia 
eminent commander took of Pniratschew, siii- 
gulnr as it may appear, waa.the flrstcauseof his, 
Bome years after, ussuminff the title of Peter 
the III,, and of the rebellion of Orenbiirgh. 
Tbe anecdote is as follows : When Tottleben 
HAit for this brave Cossack to his tent, in 
order to tJiaiik him for the example of intrepid- 
ity which he had shown, he was suddenly 
stniclc with the aimilarity which hia parson 
"Itere to that of the emperor, and expressed Itii 
anrprise upon that occasion to all the oilicers 
about him. Aft^r having lenfiitl'ugatschew'g 
parentage, the general, rcniarifiagr he mig-ht he 
taken for the emperor's brother from the ex- 
traordinary iikoneas of tlioir faces and make, 
jocosely asked hitn whotlier "iiis niotlier was 
livcrat th" court of Halstein"^t' birth-place (if 
Peter the Thirdj. " No, and please your gkbpI- 
. ^ncy," returned Pngat»cliC»witliBTeolreadi- 



nesa, "but my father haa often been tbSM." 
Tlio arlrnititesa of this reply eave the corapMiy 
no indifferent opinion of his talents Tnr a 
repartee. Tottleben, addressing himwlf to 
Count Laacy, thus proceeded : " But, raillery 
apart, I have never seen any one who resembled 
anotlier so much as this young fellow does our 
sovereign ; and if, by an unfortunate event 
(which Heaven forbid!), we should lose our 
monarch, as the Portuguese f<»inerly did their 
liiiis:, Don Sebnstiftn, this Jaineljan would not 
find ifvory difficult to impose upon the igno- 
rant psrt of mankind, who would doubtless 
niailily believe hira to be the first personage 
ill the empire," This conversation, which Tot- 
tlchcn was far from regsrdinfi as a presage of 
the part which would be played some years after 
by PuH'atschciv, made a deep impression upon 
the mind of tlio latter, who solemnly declared, 
]irrvious to his execution, tliathe never ceased 
tliiiildng on the above declaration, and that, 
wlwii lie heard of the death of the unfortunate 
Peter tlic III., he looked upon the words of 
General Tottleben, to make use of his own 
emphatic expression, as the voice' of an oracle 
iiliich called him to empire and to glory. 
Wliile this singular character was ill the Rus- 
sian service, he lived in a strict intimacy with 
his old friend Boispre, who had left the Ukraine 
with him, and been employed «^ an engineer 
a;jiiinst tlie Prussians. So«n ofc^ ttie siege of 
Berlin, Pugatschew, accdftiipiuiied by tliis 
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friendf left the army, in cinsegtieiico oif%Bnnf 
wounded a Russian officer cs tuperior «li£ 
They passed witii the utmoft ejEp&dkSkm ^ 
Vienna, where our Cossack tmna/Bomd the chtti- 
acter of a noble Venetiuii and {dared bis cardi 
so well, that he was received, without eimt- 
cion, into the first families in tnat capitaL His 
company was particularly agreeaole ' to the 
ladies, and the young countess of C— — ^ebow-^ 
ed him so much partiality, that Boiefffe en-' 
couraged him to ask her in marriage of her 
father. This lady was descended from a veir 
distinguished family, and was so far imposed 
upon as to believe an alliance with Count Zftp 
nardi, as Pugatschew then called himself, would 
be a very advantageous one. In short, after 
some time this adventurer had address enough 
to persuade the father of the lady that he was 
really the nobleman he pretended to be, and the 
marriage was soon after celebrated witligreat 
pomp. Upon a dispute occasioned by the Vene- 
tians, supposing their rights infringed by the 
imperial court, the former sent an envoy to 
Vienna, in order to settle tlie matter amicably. 
This minister was not a little surprised at hear- 
ing Count Zanardi had been lately married to 
a lady of distinction in that city, when he 
well knew that family had been long extinct 
Suspicions now began to be entertained thai 
our count was an impostor; and it was, nr 
doubt, lucky for him, that, at the tim^ of tlv 
ambassador's arrival, he had been some di| 
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with the ol,l count, at tlie ci^tle near Neuhau- 
sbI. Boisprc immediutely posted to the lost 
mentioned place, and acquainted his friend witli 
the dangerous ground he stood upon. With- 
out Bceraing alirmed, the pretended Zanardi 
tol.l his wife and the count, that one of hi a 
particular frioiiJa hid, in an affair of honor, 
dull r;erou sly ivoulided his adversary, and taken 
rtfii^c in thi' hiiti'l nf llie Venetian ambagsndor ; 
"Iioi:it de]);irr, iiTi'iiorliately,"sKJd he, "for the 
motropii'.iB, iiim-L'r to thank that niiniaterfor his 
kiLiiInCij, iviid tiotiduiit my friend hither, as to 
n placo of greaWr aeourity." Tlua leasoa 
s^tisfind the coinit und his daughter, ond oui 
two adventurers directly departed for Vienna, 
v/iiicPi irai several leajpies from the count's 
estate : wlien they reached tlie capital, ZanSr- 
I'i privat-'ly entered his fatlier-in-law'a palace, 
:iiid po.isossed hiiQself of a considerable quan- 
tity of joiveU and plate, which they immediate- 
ly .-^ohl to some Jews,Bnd, quitting Vienna, look 
their route for tlie borders of Poland, where 
tliey soon after arrived, having eluded the 
search of the count, who had become outrage- 
oua at discovering the base trick wliicli had 
been played him. The particulars of the re- 
bellion fomented by Pagalachew near Oren- 
burgh, nitli the signal exploits of that distin- 
guished impostor, his defoat and apprehension, 
far exceed the limits of this bonk; suffice it to 
say, that, at Moscow, January, 23, 1775, lie and 
fourof his accomplices were executed according 
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to their sentenoes. - Pugatediaw and bk iciMi* 
pal associate, named PerflHeff, were belifltied ; 
the three others were hanged ; eigiiteen wei« 
knouted and sent to Siberia^amonj^ whom waa 
an officer who bad been instoimenfal in fo- 
menting the rebellion. As aooiv aa Pugat- 
schew was brought upon the acaSbld, the de- 
tail of his crimes and* his elHidemnation were 
twice deliberately read i he acknowledged the 
justice of his sentenbffy and declared to thf» ' 
people) in a short speech, that he was not the 
person he had given himself out to' be, but ' 
that be was a Don Cossack, by name Pogat* 
schew. His head was fixed on an uron spike 
over a wheel, on whifch his body and Perfilieflf^s 
were plaxred ; and his limbs were exposed in 
four different parts. of the town, where they 
remained till the next day ; when all the bod- 
ies were burnt^ togetlier with the acalfold. 
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JONATHAN WILD. 



Or, as his biographer, Henry Fielding, very 
properly styles him, Jonathan Wild thb 
Great, possessed a bold heart, a thundeting^ 
voice, and a steady countenance; quaJifica^ 
tions that were admirably adapted to faciHtatS 
nis huge and wonderful undertakings. In cir 
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is that required coloiin?, Wild always 
kept aa nearly to truth as possible ; and that, 
as lie used to observe in private, was turning . 
the cannon of (he enemyageunst themselves! 
" Pennit mo to assure you," said he to a friend, 
"altliough the idea may be somewhat coarse, 
I liad rather stand on the si^mmit of a dunghill, 
than at the bottom of a hiU in paradise ; for 
did ml the devil declare, it was better to reign 
in hell, than be a valet de chambre in heaven ?" 
Jonathan, at an enrly period of hiS calling', laid 
down several maxims, as certain melhoda of 
obtaining greatness ; among which are the 
following: 1, Never do more mischief to an- 
ntlier than is necesHiiry to effect your purposes, 
for mischief is too precious a thing to be thrown 
away. 9. To linow no distinction of men from 
affection, but to sacrifice all with equal readi- 
ncsii to your interest. 3. Never communicate 
more of an aflair than is necessary to the per- 
son who is to execute it, 4. To forgive no 
cne iiy, but bo rautlous, and often dilatory, in 
revnnge. 5. To shun poverty and distress. 
G. To fiimint eternal jealousies in the gang-, 
one of iimjtiier. 7, Tlint o good name, like 
miinoy, must be parted with, or at leaft greatly 
risk en, to bring tha owner any advantaee. 
8. That virtue, like precious stones, is eoaily 
countf'rfeiteil; thnt the counterfeits, in both 
caspj, adorn tlio wearer B4ii!illy, and that very 
few have tlio diacDrijment sufficient to distin- 
guish the counterlbit jewel from thciferi one. 
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ary 1.1, 17^4-5, Jrmetban was apprehended it 
]ii^ liouss, ill tlie Old Bdley, charged <rith 
tissi^tmg 0. IjighwaytnaQ to escape from a 
coiiatable, at Bow ; and thia charge being- 
fu])y substantiated, he was committed to 
Newgate, icaide thia cliarge, there were 
ai^vorat itiformations Sled againat liim to the 
following effoct; That for many years post, 
he hud been a confederate with great numbers 
of highwaymen, pickpockets, honsB-brsBkerB, 
shuplijlers, tmd other thieves. That he had 
formed a kind of thievinfj: corporation, of which 
lie WAS the director, or commaiiiter-in-chief; 
Biid that, DDtwithstandir-j his protended ser- 
vices in detecting offenden, he procured such 



only to be hnii^d, u concealed or rcfhsed 
to share their booty vith him. That he had 
divided the town and country into so manj 
districts, and appointed distinct gangs fx 
each, whn regularly produced their accounts 
to him, concealing, even in hia own housa, 
those villaina who ran a risk of detection. 
That h^ had not only ^en a receiver of stolen 
goods, and writings of all kinda, for near fif- 
teen years past, hut also, occasionally, turned 
robber himself, in conjunction with his con- 
federates, KJioin he protected, at such periods, 
by assuming the functions of B, civil officer; 
cnrrying for that purpoati a short, silver ataS| 
as a badgQ of authority. That he had, under 
his care niid direction, several warehouses for 
tlic reception of stolen goods; and also a ship 
for conveying jewels, watches, and other valu- 
able goods, to Holland, where ho had atationed 
an oM thief as factor. That he kept several 
artlsls ill pay to new modify rings, watches, 
seals, and snutf-hoxes, &.C., that such artioles 
niifflit not be sworn to. That ho seldom, or 
nuvor, helped owners to lite notes or papers 
tliey had lost, unless he found them able, 
exiictly, to specify and describe them ; and 
then often insisted on more than half their 
vnliio. And, lastly, that he had often Bold 
human blood, by procuring false witnesses to 
Bwear away the lives of those who were ob- 
noxious to hiro ; or otherwise, to obhuii the 
reward given by government on tM conviction 
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of offenders. Jbme •f.'faii old UMcklti 
were ready to mtstlililiate wewnl of thete 
heavy charges ; bat, while in Newftte, Jonft- 
tlian committed the particalar ftct for which 
he died. Having, before^ his apprehensioiiy 
been concerned in robbingi' the raop of Cath* 
erine Stctham, in Holbom, of fifty yards of 
]aco, value forty pounds, he received ten 
guineas from that lady, while under confine- 
ment, for the recovery of her proper^, but 
without discovering the persons who commit^ 
ted the fact. In order to magnify his public 
services, and make a favorable impression on 
the n\in(ls of the jury, he distributed a printed 
j)a}>(;r,ju8t before the trial commenced, stating 
tho number of unfortunate wretches whom ho 
had Ic^nlly murdered : thirty-five were for 
robbinjr on the highway ; twenty-two for 
houso-breaking ; and ten for returning from 
transportation. Mrs. Stctliam's evidence, how- 
ever, v(5ry clearly developed the hero's villany, 
with respect to his ostensible occupation. 
Aflcr liaving paid him for the recovery of the 
box, which did not contain all tiie Ipce, " Now, 
Mr. Wild," said she, ** what must I give you 
for your trouble ?" " Not a fartliing (answer- 
ed Jonathan), not a single farthing. I don't 
do th(!so things for worldly interest, but alone 
for tlio bcnoHt of poor persons who have met 
with misfortunes. And, as you are a widow, 
and a good Christian, I desire nothing but your 
prayers; for I have many enemies { and Gkid 



only knows what will be the ooneoquinic? of 
this'imprisonmeitti" Fortunately for mankind, 
Jonathan's proplietic f-mrs were rG&luwil lij « 
public execution at Tybum, unidst thi; ««*• 

orations of. an enragcil popalace, who pelleJ 
him with aton&ii, to the last moineot of hi" 
existence, Fielji'i r saya. tliol Jonathan Wild 
pi^kod the ordijinry's pi.i !■:■ : i.f -i '■•,!'■-■' r-w, 
;H til-; |T[illuw.s, and ilir 1 ■ ,. , r . . ■,-! ; 

but, per-nps, tiii* is an e;iogge ration. Jons' 
lliiin'.i r-i'm coulJ by no meias be BtUibitted 
to hii iva.nt of depth in the ocean of riUaitjr,' 
Hizi body H'a^ covered with wounds and ■cara; 
his thro^ii hail been cut, and liis skull fi-octared 
in two places ; accidents which happened in 
various heroic contests between thj» great 
innn and his pupils, nearly one hundred of 
whom, lie not only trained for, but personally 
ari;:sto-d, convicted on his own oath, and, as it 
ivero, led to the gallows. Peijury waa an 
undertaking which he considered aa innocent; 
irhethpr directed to the ruin of an industrioua 
tradesman, or to save, or to take away, the life 
of a friend anil coadjutor. Inaolcnt and 
haughty in prosperity, he became dejected 
and timid in advnraity : for, unable either to 
bear the stinga of conscience, or the approach 
of dissolntinn, he had recouiae to intoxicating 
liquors, which deadened, without diapelling, 
his fears. Jonatlinu, as the awfu! period drew 
near, deliglileri in talking of the glorious act* 
of suicide, ivhich tlio Greeks and Romans had 



1 1 ni (1 aiid, in order to imitalo suuh groa! 

p! rather to prticiirG an easy niid 

q il d th, li<! awaUciwed nn immnderate 

1 f 1 donum ; but tlie gaantity' proving 

lid t ! by riaing Bgdn from bii atomaoli, 

I d hero was compelled to accept 

J ) ly of the inteiitimi ; itliilo a. 

d I Mr. E^XGCutiancr, obtaiued the 

il d t f ezteTmJnating tJic greatest inia- 

t h n ture ever proditued; for, render, 

I I presented thee irith a perfect 

t 1 I I ia public e; 



TirOSlAS TOPIIAM. 

■• I r is curious," observes tlie vciiuruble and 
ingcnioUH Mr. Williaui Hutton,in his account 
of the extraordinary subject of this article, 
"to observe nature aet out of tlia conmion 
road and enter the precincts of the marvellouB. 
Tn march in her Uiual tracts cxcitea no admi- 
ration ; but wben, in her wanton mooda, alie 
fiiruis an O'Brien of pight fact, and a Boruwlas- 
ki of tlirep, an admirable Crichton with every 
accomplidiinent, anil a thousand other men with 
none, 'tis by theae deviations that slie raisea 

Tliomaa Topboin, a man whose fbats of 
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atreiigtiiiiiiglit have figured bs^e those of Ho- 
mur's litioes, was born in London about 1710. 
His Tullicr, who was a carpenter, brought him 
lip to tliu same pofcsaion. Though his stature 
waij not remarkable, being, at his full groirtb, 
jive feet ten inches in oeight, yet he was 
endowed by nature with muECular powera BO 
extraordinary aa to exceed any thing of tho 
kind on record. 

lie followed the profession of his father till 
lie liail attained the age of twenty-fiiur years, 
wlieiL lie exchanged it for the less laborious 
employment of a publican. That Topham was 
fond of atliletic exercises, and that the practice 
of tliem contributed to give him tliat superior 
etreiii^'tli for wliich he was so remarkable, can 
srarcoly be doubted, for we find the bouse he 
tirvit took was tlie Red Lion, at the comer of 
the City Road, nearly opposite St. Luke's 
hospital, in order that he might be near the 
ring in Moorfields, at that time the theatre 
of gymnastic cxiiibitions, such as cudgelling, 
wrestling, backsword and boxing. 

It was here that he gave the first public 
di^jpliiy of his astonishing corporeal powers, 
by pulling against a horse, with his feet^aced 
u^riiiiiit a low wall, which divided upper and 
luivor Moortields. He next tried his strength 
against two horses, but his legs not being 
properly placed, he received an injury in one of 
his knees from a jerk. But the most extraordi- 
nary feat in point of magnitude was that whidi 
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he performed in Bath Street, Odd BitlinelA% 
on the 28th of May, 1741, when he lifted tfafse 
hogsheads of water, weighing 1896 ppnudii ill 
the presence of thousands of Bpectatoiii eweM* 
bled to witness this uncomBioii exertion. 

The various performances of this prodigy of 
strength are of such a nature as ahnoet to ex- 
ceed credibility, were they not attest^ hyper* 
sons of undoubted veracity,' andwho were thenh 
selves eye-witnesses of the facts they relate. 
Dr. Desaguliers assures U8,tliat hesaw him per* 
form the following feats : With his fingers he 
rolled up a very lar^e and strong pewter dish. 
Thrusting the bowl of a strong tobacco-pn>e 
under his garter, his legs being oent, he broke 
it to pieces with the tendons of his ham. Ho 
broke another bowl of the same kind between 
his first and second finger, by pressing them 
together sideways. A table, six feet long, 
with half a hundred weight fastened to the 
end of it, he lifted with his teeth, and held a 
considerable time in a horizontal position. He 
struck an iron poker a yard long, and three 
inches thick, against his bare left arm, between 
the elbow and wrist, till tlie instrument was 
bent so as nearly to form a right angle. Taking 
another poker of the same kind, ne held the 
ends of it in his hands, and placing the middle 
against the back of his neck, made both ends 
meet before him, after which he pulled it almost 
straight again. He broke a rope two inclMS 
in circumference, though he was obliged to 
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exert four times the strength that was requiaite 
for the purpose, in consequence of the awiward 
manner which he nilopted. He lifted a strong 
roller, weighinf^ eight hundred pounds, by a 
chain to wliich it was fastened, with his handa 
only, and standing on o frame above it. 

These exhibitions probably took up Top- 
ham's time, and drew Iiia attention from hia 
business, for we find that he failed at tiio 
Golden Lion ; after which he took another 
house in tlie same line at Islington. Hia fume 
for strength now began to spread all over the 
country, and he visited various provincial towns 
for the purpose of exhibitine his wonderful 
feats. His performances at Derby are thua 
desoribed by Mr. Hutton of Birmingham, who, 
at that tiriie, was an inhabitant of the former 
place. 

"We learnt,"says he, " from private accounts, 
well attested, that Thomas Topham, o man 
wliokepta public house at Islington, performed 
surprising' feats of strength, such as breaking 
a bri)inii-3lick of the largest size by striking it 
ii^fiiirisL his bare arm; lifting two hogsheads 
of water ; lioavine liia horse over a lompike- 
)ji)ti! ; carrying the beam of a house, aa a 
sLildier his firelock; and others of aaimilar 
descri]ition. however belief might at first be 
staggered, all doubts was soon removed when 
tliis second Samson appeared at Derby, aa a, 
performer in public, and that at the rate of a 
Bhilliug for each ajjectator. On application to 
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Alderman Coo] fbr mmkm W' 
the, magistrate i ft ed'wX tibs*" 

proposed, aad^ to mm i eiztJice tc 
that of other men^ ha ro«iaMted Inm to 
that he mi^t examine w!bether he wae aifd^^ , 
like them. He was foand to be «■treflMJy^' 
muscular ; what were hoUoira under the ipMl 
and hams of others were fflled up with IiglML 
ments in him. ' * 

'^He appeared to be n^oAf five fset-tea 
inches in height, upwards of thirty yeen el 
age, well made, but wkhout any sinffolaii^.. 
He walked with a small limp. He hid m-r. 
merly laid a wager, the usual ^decider of die- - 
putcs, that three horses could not draw him 
from a post, which he should clasp with his 
feet : but the driver giving them a sudden lash,. 
turned tliem aside, and the unexpected jerk 
broke his thigh. 

" The performances of this wonderful man, 
in whom were united the strength of twelve, 
consisted in rolling up a pewter dish of seven 
pounds, as a man rolls up a sheet of paper ; 
holding a pewter quart at arm's length and 
squeezing the sides together like an egg-shell ; 
lifting two hundred weight with his little 
finger and moving it gently over his bead* 
The bodies he touched seemed to have lost 
their power of gravitation. He also broke % 
rope fastened to the floor, that would 
twenty hundred weighty lifted an 
feet long, with his teeth, though 



weight was hung to the extremity ; a piece of 
JeatJierwaafixedtoniic end fothis teeth to hold, 
two of the feet stood upon hia knees, and he 
raised the end with the weight higlier than 
that in his moulh. He took Mr. Chambtrs, 
vicar of All Saints, who wcighsd twenty-Bevoii 
alone, and raised him irith one hand ; his hea'd 
being laid on one chair and Ids feet on another, 
four people of fourteen stone each sat upoD 
Ins body, which he heaved at pleasure. He 
struck a round bar of iron, one inch in diame- 
ter, against hia naked arm, and at one stroke 
bent It like a bow Weakness and feeling 
seemed fled together 

" B(.in^' a master of music, he entertained 
the company wiUi Mad Tom I heard liim 
BLii^ a solo to the oigan in St. Weitiiirgh's 
clinrLh, then the only one in Derby; hut, 
though he might perform with judgment, yet 
(he volte, more horrible than sweet, seem e^ 
snrcr Iv human. Though of a pacific temper, 
nnd iijth the appearance of a gentleman^yet 
\< \ 1 liln tu the ineultfl of the rude. The 
li illf I t the Virgin's Inn, where be reaidrjd, 
{lUM IT fjivpn him some cause of displeasure, 
III tniik one of tlie kitchen spita from the 
II mttl pii cc, and bout it round his neck liko 
B handkerchief, but as he did not choose to 
tiitk the ends in the hostler'a bosom, the cum- 
brous ornament cxcili-d iJie laughter of tlie 
company, till he conileacended to untie his 
cravat Had he not aboilnded with good nO.- 
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ture, the men migl»l have been in fear for 
the safety of their persons, and the -women 
for that of their pewter sholves, ns he could 
conatoutly roll up bntli. One blotr with 
his fist would for ever have silenced tiiosc 
heroes of the bear-gacdon, Joh'nson and Men- 

Theae, however, were only the nsuiil pcrforra- 
ancea of Tophain, ifben he went about for tlie 
purpose of Bliowiny; his powers. MBn)" other 
occQsionod damonstrUiuns of them ore related 
by persons who knew nim. One niglit, pet- 
ceivin? a wato^mau a^ep inUa box, he f nisiid 
ftein onth from tlie ground, and carryiii<; tiie 
load with the greatest easn, at length dropped 
the wooden tenem'.nt with its iiiliitbilant over 
the wall of Tindall's burying- ground. The 

-consternation of the watchman, on awakins 
from his nap, may ho more easily conceived 
than described. - 

Sitting one dity at the window of a low public 
house in Cluswell Street, a butcher passed by 
tottering under tlie burden of nearly half an 
OS. Of tills Tophani relieved liim with so 
much ease and dexterity, tliat the fellow swore 
that DOtliing but tlie devil could have flown 
awpy witli his load. 

On another occHnion Jiavii^ gone on board a 
West In Jiainan lying in tlio river, he- was pre- 
sented witli a coeoa-Dut, which, to the no small 
-kstonifihinent of tlic crew, he cracked close to 

UiQ ear of one of the Bailors, With the «uiie 
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facility as an oriUnnry person would crack an 
egg-Hhi?ll. The mate having made eomo re- 
mnrk (lis|)lii!isiiig to Topham, the latter oh- 
served, tiiiit, if ho hud pleuaed, he could linve 
cracked the bowaprit over his head. 

Tophttm having one day gnne to witnes? a 
race tliat was run on the Hopkney Road, the 
apectatora were greftlly annoyed by b man in 
II c!irl, ivho endeavored to keep close to tlie 
contending parties. Topham at lengtli re- 
solved to stop the career of this disagreeable 
intruder, Qjid, laying hold of the tail of the cart, 
drew it back witil the greatest ease, in spite 
of all the exertions of the driver to make his 
iLorse advance. The rage of the latter was' 
enuallnd only by the delight and astonishment 
ol tlie beholders ; while nothing but the fear, 
of being crushed or torn to pieces prevented 
the fellow from exorcising his whip on the 
formidable cause of his mortification. 

Notwitlistanding his superiority, Topham 
seems to have been a man of a quiet and peace- 
able disposition, and never to have made a 
uauton or improper use of his extraordinary 
strongth, to the detriment of his fellow-crea- 
tures. He even possessed a greater share of 
patience than fails to the lofrof the ^nerality 
(if people. While he kept a public house he 
was visited by two men whii were so exceed- 
ingly quarrelsome, that, though Topham quietly 
put up with tlieir humor lor a considerable 
time, yet, at last, nbthir'; would Mttisfy them 
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but fighting the landkcd. TlMjrprataHf 
mistook his forbe&raiice..{br- eowunoi^ m 
they were soon undeceiveif: tat Tophanif 4b^ 
ing it impossible to Mpeaae tiwA m M^ dftar 
way, seized them botn br the neiBk u iMtttf 
had been children, and knookadl Ibair bew 
together, till they tsked paidon with M mnoh 
abject submission as tbmr ha4 htfftie ahoini 
of insolence in giving ownce. 

Topham, however, was not endued iQth for- 
titude of mind equal to his strength fif body* 
A faithless woman embittered the ooncloang 
portion of his life, as it did that of his proto- 
type of old. Unable to endure the zeflectumi 
occasioned by his wife's inconstancy, Topham 
at lengtli embraced the desperate resolution 
of putting an end to his life, in the flower of 
his age. "• 



JEFFERY HUDSON. 

This celebrated dwarf was bom at Oakham, 
in Rutlandshire, in 1619, and, about the age 
of seven or eight years, being then but eighteen 
inches high, was retained in the service of the 
duke of Buckingham, who resided at Burlei^ 
on-the-Hill. Soon afler the marriage of Cham 
I. the kin^ and queen being entertained • 
Burleigh, little Jeffery was served up at Ml 
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in B cold pio, which, when cut open, presented, 
to the astoiiislied royal visitora, the diminutive 
Joirery nmiod cap-a-pee. This pio wad pur- 
posely construtlad to hold our little hero, who, 
ivhen the diichesa mode nn incision in hia 
toBtle of paate, shifted his aituition until auf- 
licicnt room was made for his appearance. 
The queen expreamng herself greatly pleased 
with hia person aniT mannera, the duchess 
presented him to her majesty, who ftfterwarda 
kept liira as her dwarf. From the a^e of aeven 
ye.irs till tliirty, he never grew taller ; hut 
urtor thirty he shot up to tiiree feet nine inches, 
aiul there fixed. JetTery became a conaider- 
ahle part of the entertainment of the coort, 
and Sir William Davenport wrote a poem on 
a hattlc helween him and a turkey-cock, which 
took place at Dunkirk, where a woman rescued 
him from tlie fury of his antagonist In 1638, 
was puhlished a vert small and curious book, 
called "The New Year's Gift," presented at 
ciiiirt from the Lady ParvuU to tJie Lord Min- 
iiima (cnmmonly called Little Jeflery), her 
initJL'sty's servant, &c., written by Micropliiut, 
with a portrait of Jeffery pre&iKd. 

Before lliia period, our hero was cmpl^ed 
in a negotiation of greal importance. This 
was, to procure a midwife for the quepji, hut 
on liif return -with a laily of lliat profeBsion, 
and lier majosty's dancing master, with many 
ricli presents from her niotlier, Mary de Mcd- 
itia, he was taken by tlie Duakirfcers : and 
23 



RICHARD NASH. 

KfCRARD Nash, Esq., to whom the city of 
Bath owes bo mucli of-Jla present prosperity 
and importance, was born at Sivansea, in Gla- 
morKanshire,in 1074. His falfipr, wfinse priii- 
cipaj income arose froinfl n-r-tT-T-')i;> in n ■ftnss- 

houae, sent him for o'l i <' 'rilioii 

school, and tlience in ' > .hird, 

in uriierto prepare tiiii' ■ !.■ law. 

The first method I... r . ..'i-ii.r .ii-lil.iMi- 

selfnt college was not lj\ upplit-.itioii to study, 
but by his assiduily in 'gaUiintry., Before lie 
wua seventeen he went trough all the inazes 
and adventures of a college inlrigiie ; he of- 
irred marriage, which was accaptad ; but tlie 
affiiir conung to tho kuowlndge lif Ida tutors, 
Jic waa sent homo from the university, ^^i*^ 
necessary advice to him and proper instructinm 
to his fiither. 

The army appearing the most suitable V' 
ffs.sion fur displaying his inclination f"' ^ 
lantry.he purchased & pair of colors, ahd t^. 
ed to tfie utmost extent of his fin?.ncea, -_ 
iuff, however, thai the company of tJie »^^ 
was not to be procured without expei*^^, 
tli^it his scanty comii\\8a\<i-o.ticWi'^"^it .Vc-' 
him the meiviis of defta-'i^'&^^^^^^t 
army, eulcred. his Tva.«^* ^* ^'.-■^ "i*^^- 
Templp. and there ■we^'^'^ 



of second rate li^. 
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It had long been cnstomaiy for the imu of 
court to entertain the monarch, on hia acoeaakm 
to the crown, or on, some such remarkable 
occasion, with a revel and a pageant. This 
ceremony was last exhibited in honor of King 
William, and Nash was chosen to conduct it. 
Tills he did so much to the satisfaction of the^ 
king that he made hi»im offer of knighthood. ' 
Nash, however, refused the honor, Which, con- 
sidering his excessive vanity, appears somewhat 
extraordinary. " Please your majesty," replied 
he, ** if you intend to maxe me a knight, I wish 
it may be one of your poor knights of Windsojr, 
and then I shall have a fortune at least compe- 
tent to the support of my title." 

Though Nash acquired no riches by his 
office, yet he gained many friends, or, what are 
more easily obtained, many acquaintances, who 
often answer the end as well. Besides his 
assurance, he had in reality some merit aad 
some virtues. An instance of liis humanity is 
related in the Spectator, though his name is 
not mentioned. When he was to give in his 
account to the masters of tlie Temple, among 
other articles, he charged, for making one man 
happy, ten pounds. Being questioned as to 
the meaning of so strange an item, ho acknowl- 
edged that, happening to overhear a poor man 
declare to his wife and a large family of chiJ 
dren that ten pounds would make him happy, 
he could not avoid trying the experiment. He 
added, that if tliey did not choose to acquiesce 



in his eliarge, he was ready tii refund the 
money. The master, struck with such an un- 
common instance of gooB nature, publicly 
thanked him for his benevolence, and desired 
thnt the sum might be doubled as a prooT of 
their satisfaction, 

Nash, as he often played tricks with others, 
received occasionally very severe retaliations. 
Bi-ing at York, and having lost all his money, 
Knino of his companions agieed to equip him 
with fifty guineas, provided he would stand at 
tlio great door of the minster in a blanket aa 
tlie people were coming out of church. To 
f}i\^ proposal he readily agreed, but the dean, 
p^issing by, unforlimately knew him. " What I" 
cried the divine, "Mr. Nash in masquerade !" 
"Only a Yorkshire penanc'e, Mr. Dean, for 
keeping bad company, replied Nash, polndng 
to his companions. Some time afterwards he 
M'on a wager of still greater consequence by 
riilinjj naked through a village upon a cow. 

Nasli was now tliircy years old, without for- 
tiuic or useful talents to acquire one. He had 
hitherto led a life of expedients^ and was by 
profession a gamester, alternately exposed to 
the vicissitudes of rapture and anguish. About 
this time the city of Bath became frequented 
by people of distinction. Several phyticiana 
of 0[nincnce had praised the salubrity of the 
wells, and tlie amusementa were put under the 
direction of a master of the ceremonioa. Still 
tlio amusements of the place were neither 
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elo<Tant nor conducted with delicacy. The 
city was mean and contemptible, the pump- 
liouse was without a director, and to add to all 
this, one of tlie greatest physicians of the age, 
in resentment of some affronts he had re- 
cc^ivcd there, conceived a design of ruining 
the city by writing against tlie efficacy of its 
waters. He accordingly published a pamphlet 
by whicli he said, " he woiild cast a toad into 
the s])ring." 

Such was the state of things when Nash 
first visited Bath ; and hearing of the threat 
of the physician, he humorously assured the 
people that he would charm away tlie poison 
of the doctor's toad, as tlie venom of the taran- 
tula was usually charmed, that is, by music, 
lie was, tlierefore, immediately emjiowered to 
set up the force of a band of music against 
the poison of the doctor's reptile ; the concourse 
of p(M)i)l(^ very sensibly increased, Nash tri- 
umphed, and the sovereignty of tlie city was 
d(MT(^e(l him by all rankb. 

After his appointment to be master of the 
ceremonies, an offire for which nature seemed 
to have particularly qualiticd him, we behold 
him directing pleasures which none had better 
learned to share. We see a kinjjdom begin- 
ning with him, and sending off Tuiibridge as 
•one of its colonies. IIo established regula- 
tions for the balls, which he would not suffer 
to Continue a moment aller eleven o'clock, lest 
invalids might commit irregularities which 



would coiuiteriu;t tlie effect of the water. Even 
the ray.ii I'umily IjiliI Dot InlluenGe eaough to 
mike ]ii[ii ilevleto from any of bis rulea. The 
princess Aiiinlia, once applyiog to bim for one 
dance niuce afl^r lie bad jjiven the signal 1o 
■witbdrnw, be assured her royal tiighneaa tJiat 
the cEtublished rulee of Bath resembled the 
rules of Lycur^ue, which ""ould admit of no 
alturittioii, without an uttot subversion of u-ll 
liis autiiiirity. 

He wad uoC less strict witJi rcgaid to tlie 
dresses iu wliich ladies arid gentlemen were 
to appear. lie had the etrongeit aversion to 
n. white apron, and ubsnlutely excluded all who 
viiiitureii to appear at the assembly dressed in 
tb;4t manner. But he found more difficulty in 
aitackiu^ the irregularities of the gentlemen ; 
nnil, for some time, strove hut in vain to pro- 
hibit tlic U4C of swords. At length, a duel, 
which took place between two gamesters, in 
w}i(i:Ii one of thoin was run through the body, 
)icl|)cd to promote liis peaceable intentions. 
He undertook to prohibit the wearing of sworda 
at BaCb ; and, whenever heheardof acballeiige 
given, he instantly hail both parties arrested. 
The gentlemen's boots also made a despertde 
stand against him. The country squires were 
by no means submissive to hia usurpations ; 
Diiil probably, hia authority alone would never 
have carried him through, had he not enforced 
it with ridicule. In a abort tjme, few ventured 
to appear at the oasemblics at Bath in a ri4ing 
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dress; and, "iv^ieneYer any gentieiUBiiy tloMA 
ignorance or hoste,^ appeared in tlie ^ | p a ll 
boots, Nash would make up to bmi, aoD^ bMiB|t 
in an arch manner, would teU him he hiil lfa|^ 
gotten his horse. Bj each meaiW'lie at Itaglil 
obtained a complete victory. 

Nash's equipaffewaasompliioQB. Heimnlhr. 
travelled to Tunhridge in a .jpoat ehaiiot anq 
six grays, with ont-ride^ footmen, Freneli 
horns, and .every other appendage of ezpenntpa' 
parade. He always wore a white hati and 
assigned bb a reason for tlua ainffidazltyi thrt 
he did it purely to secure it firom being atolett. 
His dress was tawdry, thboeh not perfeetlf 
genteel : he might be consiaered aa a bean 
of several generations ; and, in his appearance, 
he in some measure mixed the fashions of the 
preceding age with those of the period in 
which he lived. 

It may be asked, what finances were to sap- 
port all this finery, and whence he procured 
the treasures that gave him such frequent 
opportunities of displaying his benevolence or 
his vanity ? For these he was indebted to his 
talents as a gamester, which alone enabled him, 
at this period, to keep up so genteel an i4>pear- 
anee. When he first figured at Bath, there 
were few laws against this destructive amuse- 
ment The gaming table, was the constant 
resource of despair and indigence, and he^ 
quently the ruin of afiluent fortunes. Whith- 
ersoever people of fashion resorted, needy 



With theso, Bath swanned ; and, among thia 
class, was Nash in the beginning, only with 
this difference, that he wanted the corrupt 
heart too commonly attending a life of eipe- 
dieiita ; for he vaa generous, huinane and hon- 
orable, even though hy profeaaion a gamester. 
When the earl of Townsbend, the father of 
the present marquis, was a youth, he was 
pnssionatply fond of play, and was never 
better jilcaijcd than in having Naah for his 
OTitiigoiiist. Nash saw, with concern, his lord- 
sIlIji's foible, and undertook to cure him, though 
by a very painful remedy. Conscious of fia 
own superior skill, he determined to engage 
him in single play for a very considerable sum. 
His lordship, in proportion as he loatliis game, 
lost his temper too; and, as he approached the 
gulf, seemed more eager for ruin. He lost 
his estate ; some writings were put into the 
winner's possession; his' very equipage was 
de;>osited as a last stake, and he lost that 
also. But when the generous gamester found 
his imprudent antagonist sufficiently punished 
for his temerity, he returned the whole, only 
stipulating that he should be paid five thousand 
pounds, wlienever he thought proper to make 
the demand. He never made any such demand 
during liis lordship's life; but,some time after- 
wards, his affairs being on the wane, he de- 
manded the money of his lordship's heirs, by 
whom it was paid withQut hesitation. 
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Though gaiiiin^ first introduoed NMh inlb 
polite company, tlus'aloiie copld pGa«Eig|)j^)wre 
carried him forward without the aniiteqoa^jpC 
a genteel address, much vivacity WMU^lHiBBfti^ 
and some wit. In the early port of hi(i lifir bt ' 
had professedly enliated himself- into the eei^ 
vice of the fair sex. Nature had hy no mbans 
formed Nash for a heau goMpm'; his person 
was clumsy, and peculiaily - irregular ; ye^ 
even with those disadyaiitagea, he made love, 
became an universal admirer of the sex, and 
was universally admired. But Naidi»'did not 
long continue an universal gallant. In the 
earlier years of his roign, be entirely desisted 
from his attempts to deceive the 8e3^ in (»d^ 
to become the honest protector of their inno- 
cence, a guardian of their reputation, and a 
friend to 3ieir virtue. This character he bore 
for many years, and supported it with integrity, 
assiddity and success. 

Whatever migl?t have been Nash's excel- 
lencies or failings, there was one quality in 
which few surpassed him. Thi^ was his ex- 
cessive humanity. None felt pity more strong- 
ly, and none made greater efforts to relieve 
distress. Before gaming was suppressed, and- 
while he was in the meridian of his life and 
fortune, his benefactions were generally found 
to equal his other expenses. The monev he 
acquired without pain he gave away without 
reluctance ; and, when unable to relieve a 
wretch who sued for assistance, he was often 



Been to shed tears. A gentleraan, of broken 
fortune, one day c^taiiding behind lug choir, as 
lie ivas playing a. g-nme Rt picquet for Iwt) 
liundred pounds, mid observing with what 
indifFerence he won llie money, could not for- 
bear whispering to another) vho stood by, 
" Heaven, how liappy would nil that money 
make me !"— Nasii, overhearing him, clapped 
thn money into his hand, and cried, "Go, and 
he liiippy." 

About tliia period, every Beaaon brought 
suniu nccession of honor to Mr. Naah, and the 
corporation of Bath found that he was jibao- 
Intiily neccasary for promoting the welfare of 
tlif city. They erected a. fnff length atatue 
of liiui in the pump-rooih, between the busts 
of I'npc and Newton. It was on this occasion, 
thiit tlie ourl of Cliesterfield wrote that severe 
but nitty opigram, the last lines of which were 
so deservedly admired, and ran thus : 

Aclls [o ihe satire slreuglli; 

But foiiy Hi full l«ig(b. 

The example of the corporation was followed 
by all hia acquaintance of inferior rank. He 

was treated, in every respect, like a great man: 
he hnd iiis levee, his flatterers, his buffoons, 
his cood-natured creatures, ahd even hia dedi- 
cators. A trifling, ill-supported vanity was hia 
foible i and, while ho enjoyed tie ■homage of 
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the viilq^ar, and the familiarity of the ^reat, he 
f(^lt no pain for the unpromising view of poverty 
that lay before him. If a cringing wretch 
cullod Jiini " his honor," he was pleased ; inter- 
nally conscious that he liad the justest preten- 
sions to the title. If a beo-gar called liini ** my 
lord," ho was happy ; and generally sent the 
flattt^ror away happy too. 

'i'lio success Nash sometimes met with led 
him, when late in life, to mistake his true 
charact(T. He was really agreeable, but he 
chosd to ho thouji^ht a wit : he tlierefore in- 
(lultrcd his inclination, and never cared how 
ru(l(^ h(i was, provided ho was thoiiglit comical. 
His usual way, when he said any thing clever, 
was to strcnfTthen it with an oath ; and to 
make up its want of sontinuMit by asseveration 
and rrriinaco. 1 lo used to toll surprising stories 
of his activity when young. "Hore I stand, 
fr(Mitl(MncMi," ho would say, "that could once 
leap tbrty-two foot upon U^vel ground, at three 
standinir jumps, backward or forward. One, 
two, tliHM', dart like an arrow out of a bow. 
But 1 am old now. I reuiouibor I once leaped 
for tliH'O hundred guineas, with C'ount Klop- 
stock, tho trr^at hiaper, leaping master to the 
j)rin(M} of Passau ; you must all have hoard of 
liini. First ho began with the running jump, 
and a most danmable bounce it was, that's 
certain. Every body concluded that he had 
tho match ; when, only taking off my hat, 
stripping off neither coat, shoes nor stockings, 
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mind me, I fetched a run, and went beyond 
. him, one foot, three inches and ^ree quarters, 
measured, upon my soul, by Captain Pateley's 
own standard." 

In the torrent of insipidity, i|hich he was 
in the habit of uttering, there were sometimes 
found very severe satire, stroked of true wit, 
and lines of humor. He rallied very success- 
fully ; for he never felt the joke of another, 
and drove home his own without pity. With 
his superiors he was familiar and blunt ; the 
inferiority of his station secured him from their 
resentment ; but the same bluntness, which 
they laughed at, was, by his equals, regarded 
as insolence. Though no great wit, he had 
the art of sometimes saying rude things with 
decency, and of rendering them pleasing by 
an uncommon turn. Most of them, however, 
were of a contrary description. 

One day in the Grove, at Bath, he joined - 
some ladies, and asked one of them, who was 
crooked, whence she came. "Straight from 
London," replied she ; " Confound me, madam," 
exclaimed Nash, "then you must have been 
damnably warped by the way." She had soon, 
however, an opportunity to be revenged. Sit- 
trng, the following evening, in one of the rooms, 
he once more joined her company, and, with a 
sneer and a bow, asked her if she knew her 
catechism, and could tell the namo of Tobit's 
dog. "His name, sir, was Nash," replied the 
lady, " and an impudent dog he was." This 



anpcdole is introduned intn a celebrnted to- 
uiiince ; and the teafcr ffiay be aaaurEd that 
tlie fnct bsppBned aa rccordcil. > 

asked by queen Anno, why he 



accept thehonur of knighthood, he 



replied. " l.eai Sir William Read, the n 
bank, nbo had just been knighted, should coll 
him b mill or." 

Nash used sometimeB to visit the great Dr. 
Clurke, The divine was one day ponversing 
witii Locke uid two or three more of his learn- 
ed mid intimate compaiiiotig, with thut freedom, 
{!;jiLi;ty and cbeprfulness "tiii'ji is ever tlio re- 
sult of innocence. Ill 111 Hill I ..fi!, Ir niii-lh 
and laughter, the duit' . ' ' . ' i .;' ilie 
window, saw Nash's rji . i . .■ :,,. j,„,j-. 

"Boys, boys," cried iil |. r ..■ii|iii.t i.) iiis 
friends, "let U9 now hv » i^l-, im Iili.- is a li)ul 

Hb "ns one day coniplitining to the ear! of 
Chpstortield of hia bad Inck at play, in llie 
folluwing manner: "woald joii tliiiiff it, iny 
lord, that d— d bitch, fortune, no later dian lost 
niglii, tricked me out of fivB hundred. Is it 
not surprising that my luck should nevei turn, 

th;it I ahoiild thus eternally be mauled T' 

" I don't wonder at your losing money," re- 
turned hia lordship, " but fdl the woild is sur' 
prised where you get it to lose," 

Doctor Cheyne, wlien Nash was once ill, 
wrote a proscLnption fur him, which wa» made 
up accordingly. The ne.xt day the doctor 



calling to aee his patient, found him up, and 
well ; on which he oalteii, if he had followed 
his prescription ? " FuUowed your prescrip- 
tion?" cried Nesh, "no: Egud, if I had, I 
should liave broken my neck, for I flung it out 
of a two pair of alairs' window." 

It would have been well, hud he confined 
himself to such aalliea ; but as he grew old, 
ho grew insolent, and scenied in some measure 
insensible of the pain his uttempts at wit gaye 
others. On asking a lady to dance a minuet, 
if she refused, he would alien, demand if she 
liiid bandy legs. He would endeavor to ridicule 
natural defects ; he forgot the deference due 
to birtii and quality, und luislouk the manner 
of settling rank and precedence on many 

The evening of liislifr [i-— i-; i . ■■■■■:- i-i'ii^Jy, 

and Nash was no lon^i r i ■'■ --s, 

idly industrious crea1iir< ' ji. 

His fortune was gone, iii . liit 

poverty in prospect. To cniliittcr liia Jiop'es, 
lie found himself abandoned by the great, whom 
he had long endeavored to serve ; and was 
iililiged to fly for protection to those of humbler 
stations, whom he had once afiected to despise. 
111! now began to want that charity he never 
refiised to any, and to find that a life of dissi- 
pation and gaiety is ever teminated by misery 
and regre- 
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ajraravatod Iiis follies into vices ; the ingrati- 
tude of his dependants, who had formerly 
flattered his fortunes; but, particularly, the 
contempt of the great, who quite forgot him 
in liis wants, all concurred to prev upon his 
spirits, and sour his temper; and the poor 
man of pleasure miglit have terminated his 
life very trajrically, had not the corporation 
of Bath resolved to grant him an allowance 
of ten guineas a month. This bounty served 
to keep him from actual necessity ; tiiough far 
too inconsiderable to enable him to support 
the character of a gentleman : so that he, who 
had been accustomed in the early part of his 
life to alliuence and prodigality, must com- 
paratively have pined on this pittance in actual 
indioroiico. 

In this variety of uncasinos;^ his lu^altli be- 
gan to fail, lie had rocnivod from nature a 
roburft constitution, which even int'Mnp(M'ance 
could scarcely impair. His av^'rsion to physic 
Mas frequently a subject of raillery between 
liiin and Dr. (yheyne, who was a man of some 
wit. When Cheyne recommended his vege- 
table diet, Nash would swear, that his design 
was to send half the world grazing, like N<*b- 
uchadnezzar. " Aye," the doctor would reply, 
"Nebuchadnezzar was never such an infidel 
as thou art. It was but last week, gontlemon, 
that I attenJiul this follow in a lit of sickness; 
there T found him rolling up his eyes to heav- 
en, and crying for mercy, lie would then 



Hwalloif my dnips I Ug breast milk jPt ynu 
now bLST liow Ih" old dog blaapiiemeH ttie 
faculty ' What Chejne said la jcat -nni 
otricti) true Nash dreaded the spproncli 
of di-ath more thou the generality of umn 
k ml mill was gencrnlly lery devout whik 
Lt thr jlfKpA him Though he was Mmewtnt 

tiT'l I ii I hp for«« mm), nPiiJict 

si I ^ nor encoKTBged by 

c evpr tiraid at tin ■\p 

\ \t length, on the 31 

(.11 I I r^xpired at lita hou9Q in 

'^t 1 1 I ( 1 H I ), aged upwards ol m 

ynor iiid «afl interred, nt thi' expensr ol 

tlie 1 r]) mtion, in the abbpy cliuri,h of lint 
'ty 



DANIEL DANCER, ESQ., 

IiATB of Pinner, Middlesex, a umn not niore 
ri'iiiarkable for Ilia worldly riches, thnn for his 
Imv'iiig lived in on apporeut state of extreme 
poverty He was bom, about the year 171G, 
I irlliirrowon the Hfll, in tlie county of Mid 
dle-r\ HiB lather had three anna and one 
daughter, each of nhom was di-tineuahed lur 
CLrtain peculi intie«, cither of laind or body 
A peniirimiB dispoaition was a common trail 
ti 
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amonjjst them ; indeed, it seems to have borne 
alont; with it a kind uf infection, for it ran 
tlirough the family. It is a circumstance worthy 
of notice, that Mr. Dancer did not in his early 
years hotray that excessive love of monev for 
whirh ho h(^caiiie allorwarda ctilobrated. ^Tliis 
disclo^urr of his soul was reserved for niatiiror 
ycMirs. When his father died he hecaiue inde- 
pendent, and tliun he began to act tlie part of 
tli«^ miser. So true, in some cases, is the ob- 
Kerviition of IJurns, tlie poet, in his letters, 
*' Wealth imparts a bird-lime quality to tlie 
posHcssor, at which tln^ man in his native 
poverty would have revolted." Such was tlio 
ecrentricity of his character, tliat, tliougii 
K("ar(H'ly allowing himself tlie couunon neres- 
s:iri(\s of life, lie lell property to tin? amount 
of 'iVAHU. a year to Lady Tempest, and Captain 
llolnies. So pv*r(ecLly penurious was he in 
his (iisj)ositi()n, that, rather tlian o.\p(Mid a 
p(?nny, ii<^ fre(|uently had reeonrs(» to the pot 
li([u»)r of Jjariy 'iV-mpest's hitihcn ; of wJiicii 
hi* w.juld swill so enormously as to he ohliired 
to roll liiijisv'lf on tlii^ iloor to shM-p. Ho uen- 
eially hid liis body ;xirt by a jjay hand, tokerp 
toircther his tittered jrarmonts ; and the stoi'k- 
ini^s lie u:?ually wore had been so frtM^n-ntly 
darned and pii-tehed, that iiardlv any of tlu' 
ori«rin:il could be seen. In cold and dirtv 
weather, however, thoy were t'lickly cov( reil 
with ropes of liay, M'hicli s.-rved as s!ibstitut"s 
for boots. His whole <jfarh, indood, restMubJed 
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that of a miserablo meoilicant. He Iiait an old 
horse, but never woiilil allow more than two 
shoes for liw fore feel, lieeming those for his 
bind feot an unuecia^ary expense. Mr. Dancer 
would never take «iuff, eonceiving such an in- 
dulgence to be .extravagant, bat lie always 
carried a snuff box : this he would probably fill 
in the coorae of a montlj, by jjinches obtained 
from others : when the box was full, he would 
barter the contents for a ftithing candle at a 
neigbborina chandler's shop : this csjidie ^orvcd 
bim till he nad time to filFlhe box again, an he 
never suffered any light in his houee, except 
while he IV us going to bed. He oeldam washed 
his face and bands ; but when the sun shone 
forth he would repair to a neig'hboring pool, 
and suhstituti! sanil for sou-p : when he had per- 
formed the operation of washing, ho would lie 
on his back and dry himself with the solar 
bfiams ; as he never used a towel, because it 
wuuld wear out, and when dirty tlie washing 
would he e.ipensive. , Having come to London 
Due day, for the purpose of investing 9000i. in 
the funds, a gentleman near the Royal Ex- 
change observed him, and, taking bim for a 



front, and walked ■ 

man never had more than one sbirt at a lime, 

which, being purchased at an old clothes shop, 
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Bcldom exceeded 'ft'crnwn in price; not 
did it ever, after tai ■ i liis possession, un- 
dergo the operation ui < i wtudiiafr "t mtind- 
ing, but waa, doraned to rpelnsj uUvcry, till 
it literally dropped ir •-,. ea firani liie hNch. 
Hence, it may lUtor iic eupposvd, thnt, 

though Mr. Dancer m ussociulod witli Iijji 

neighbors, he i al i nfs ultendod by i 

tnclimcnt rendered aiu, 
of approaching him. 
old shirt, he once aoppoMfi hiiMelf dmladkf 
a woman of the vast Nun of ttsee peaca ~ ^ 
sequence of irhich, he comm^need a 



against her in the Court of ConacieiKMJ ttp 
poor old man was, however, nonauitad: Ibd, 
beside tlie orig-itiDl debt of three pence, he in- 
curred tjjo expense of near five shillinffa for 
co8ts. To add to hia distress, he expanded (m 
the road from Pinner to London, and bock agaiiii 
tlireo halfpence more. Lady Tempest waa the 
only perann who hod the least influence o 



Captain HoUnes, she endeavored U 
him to enjoy the good things of this life, but in 
vain. Once, indeed, she prevailed upon him 
to purchase an old tut (having worn bia own 
for thirteen years} from a Jew for a ahilliiig; 
but, to her great astonishment, when aho caSea 
the next day, she belield the old chapeou on bia 
head. On inquiry, it appeared, that he had 
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prevtiiled on old Gnlfiths Ijib sorvuit, to pur- 
chase Ihe hat of him, at the advaDced price of 
eighteen pence, and congmlulated himself on 
his dexterity in cleaj-inu aixpiince by the trans- 
action. One day, Lady Teinfesl sent him a 
present of trout, stewed in claret, of which he 
was extremely fond ; it was frosty weatlier, 
and the whole, from being kept all nig'ht, was 
frozen almost into ke ; being much afflicted 
with the toothache, he could not touch it, and 
to llgiit a fire he thought expensive ; Iherefure, 
as he gener?.lly lay in bed to keep himself 
wann in cold weath&r, he caused the fish and 
Biuce to be put betwcL-n two pewter plates, on 
which he sal till the rich. repiist was tolerably 
wnnn. Of lawyers and physicians he enter- 
tained a very unfavorable opinioh. Sooner 
than have any connection wich a lawyer, he said, 
lie would deal with the devil.; and, to use his 
own expression, "All tGe gentlemen of the 
faculty are medical tinkers, who, in endeavoring 
to patch up one blemish in the human frame, 
never fail to make ten." He seemed to have 
had something of the leaven of predestiiiation 
in his cocnposition, for, while his sister lay upon 
her death-b jd, being importuned to call in med- 
ical assistance, he sternly replied, " Why should 
I waste my money in wickedly endeavoring to 
counteract the will of Providence ?" Perhaps, 
the dread of expense operated more powerfully 
upon him than his religious tenets. During his 
lOst illness, Lady Tempest occidentaity called 
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upon him, and finding him lying up to the neck 
in an old sack, without even a shirt, remonstrated 
against the impropriety of such a situation; 
wlicn lie replied, tiiat, " having come into the 
world without p shirt, he was determined to go 
out of it in the same manner." She then re- 
quested him to liave a pillo"^ to raise his head, 
wlien ho immodiatoly ordered his old servant, 
GrilFitlis, to bring him a truss of hay for that 
purpose. Mr. Dancer's house, which is now in 
the possession of Captain Holmes, is a most 
miserable buildin«T, and has not been repaired 
for half a century : thougli poor in external 
ap])eaninoe, it Iiiim, however, been recently dis- 
covered to be very rich within ; Captain 
Ilolincs liavinuf, at ditferent times, found large 
bowls iilled with <j:»iiu('ii^ and half guineas, and 
piir('(»ls of hank notes sliilVed under th»» covers 
of old cliairs, Tliis singular man died in Oc- 
tober, 171)1. Since his death, large jutjs of 
dollars and shillings have been fountl in the 
stable. At tiie dead of night he has boon 
kn(/wn to go to this place, but for what purpose 
even old (irilfitlis could not tell. It now ap- 
pears, however, that he used to rob one jug, to 
add to the bowl, which was, since liis death, 
found buried in Uie k'tchen. 



HEfiJAMIN POPE. 

This gentleman was nearlf na remarkable 
a character as that of Mr. Elwee, of usurious 
and penurious memory. He was originally a 
laimnr hi Soutliwark, and dealt go extensively 
in tills brunch, that his stocit in trode v/ns, for 
niaiiy years, Hunposcil to be worth sixty or 
seventy tiiDiisanil pounds. IlehadloDgbecnin 
business, and was feputeil to bo worth a. plum. 
lie at lengLli bccHine a money lender) nnd 
launched into iliscountlng and buying annuitjes, 
&c. He was not, however, ao successful in 
this branch nf businesa a» he hai! been in hia 
former dpilings ; for Ihc njiiiia of Pope, tlie 
Usurer, frequently appears in ihe proceedings 
of our cijiiir^ nf linv, nhen the venerable aagei 
on the bi'iiili tli!iit^r},t very differently from Mr. 
Pope, in tlit'ir npniliin of Wis practices in this 
line of busiiif':--;. Tliu most remarkable, and 
the laat instance of this sort was, when he was 
cast ki 10,000(. damages for some uSirioua or 
illei;«l practices, in eome money transactions 
with Sir AlExnuiler Leith. This w«s generally 
thought a severe sentence, ond, perliaps, the 
well known character of the man contributed 
not a Uttlo towards it. Mr. Pope himaelf 
tbought it ?<i opprc^ssire and unjust, that he 
complaiiieii of it without reaping, and even 
printed n case, s'.'tting firtli the particulan of 
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his prrinvanc-o. To bo even with his plaintiff, 
Mr. l\)pc went abroad to Franco Avith all hia 
cfccts and proi)orty ; wliore a man of his ad- 
vanced n<r^, aniph' fortune, witJiont any family 
hut his ^v ifp, who was a most worthy woman, 
mijrht certainly luivfj lived von* comfortably; 
l)nt Mr. Pop:», abroad, wan rcmovod from his 
Irienrls smd I'-ustomcTs ; jind hi.-' nionov l>(un«£ 
idle, wliicli wa3 always ctmsich^red by liim as a 
Lrn-.it iiiisjortnnc, ho resolvml to rotiirn homo; 
jind, t') shou' his rcs(intmont to his oppressors, 
lie preferred a prison, to the payment of the 
niDney. This ho porfonnod most heroically 
and aetiiMlly siifTerod confincm(Mit for eleven 
years and a quarter. He died in the Fleet 
prison inJuly, l/JM, in the ()7th year of his ajre. 
Mr. Pope, at mu? tune, mij^ht have i»ot Ins lib- 
erty for a thousand pounds, but h(* remained in- 
ilexihle, and said, that wouhl be aeknowledirinij 
the justice of th(^ debt, sooner tlian do whi«'h, 
h(i would forfeit his Iif(» ; and he res«dut.ely kept 
his word. Mr. Pope, in pri-^on, had many op- 
j)ortimities of indulLriu'jr those ])r(!peusities lie 
had ever been remarkable for; he looked 
always at the pint pot of small brer, before he 
paid for it, to s(?e that it was lull : for this he 
was in some detrree excusable, as th(* pint 
j^encrally last.cid him two (la\s, water beinjr iiis 
constant bevera (re. He has indexed been known 
to drink a little stronjr ])eer, with some of his 
fellow prisoners at their apartments, but tliis 
was very rarely practised, and he never ordeW 
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any for himself. He purchased bis three 
farthing candle by weirfit, and chose the heaV' 
iest of six, eight, or tenTor his money. Durmg' 
the whole of this time (ifpwards of eleven years) 
he never had a joint of meat on hia table; a 
fourpcnny plate of meat fk>m % oook'ft sbopi| - 
was his greatest luxury, and tSat generally^ 
served him for two meals. Butbis ^onily, though 
livinnr at a distance, frequently sent him a com- 
fortable and proper supply*; and on these oc- 
casions, Mr. Pope, sometime*, gave some leav- 
ings to his errand girl, or some distressed ob- 
ject. It must, indeed, be admitted, that Mr. 
Pope, upon some occasions, sometimes so fax 
departed from himself, as. to ISe liberal. When 
young in trade, he gave away upwarde of a 
stone of meat every week, among his workmen 
and poor neighbors ; and this practice he never 
discontinued,' not even when he was * every 
day weighing his candle, or looking after the 
measure of his small beer. In money trans- 
actions he suffered great frauds and impositions 
in prison ; as he had not that scope of customers 
in his confined state, and always endeavored 
to make the most of his money, be was more 
easily imposed upon. By sucOx means he is 
supposed to have lost more money than would 
have pafd his whdle damages and costs. 
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JEMMY TAYLOR, 

Called the Southwark miser, ifraa a fiatitd 
of Loiccstctshire, bred a weaver, and after- 
wards became a stock broker. At this tradt 
lie wove a toeh Worth 200.000Z., a proof that 
the shuttle of politics, ana' the silk of usury, 
IkuI })i()(luced a sum far exceeding the value 
ol* the most gorgeous garment worn by any 
e;ist(^rii monarch from a Persian loom. Yet 
this sum never adorned him or kept him warm. 
Tli(^ blanket of a beggar would have served 
his purpose as well, lie fared worse than the 
meanest mechanic. Ilis raiment was ragged, 
his food indifferent and scanty, and his bod 
hnrd ; ibr he lay upon nothing but rags and 
straw on the bare floor, and in a house which 
was hardly habitable. Gold was all his desire. 
IJis constant prayers were, Oh, Mammon, 
grant me more mon(>y ! Two banker's clerks 
once calhnl upon .Tennny, at his earnest invita- 
tion, to take yot luck with him. They found 
the old boy boiling a solitary mutton chopy in 
an o('(!an of water, to make what he called 
some romfortahle broth, for himself, and for his 
old friend Mr. Daniel Dancer, whom he Iiourly 
expected. Aft(T some complimentary solicita- 
tions, they prevail(;d upon him to fetch a pot 
of porter, and while he was gone, they threw 
three halfpenny candles and two pieces intc 
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his cookery ; which, no cfoubt, ameliojrated the 
culinary mess, and made il more delectable tp 
these old hunks, who, from the sequel, devour- 
ed it with keeji appetites, ^ut the next time 
Jemmy Taylor met them upon the 'Change, he 
accused them of theft and robbery, in stealing 
his candles. But of this they cleared them^ 
selves, by solemnly declaring, they had- only: 
committed them to the pot, at the bottom of 
which he would find the wicks, if his hunger 
had not swallowed them. .Old Mapp9i, the 
itinerant quill and pen merchant, of St^Hiey 
Green, shared also the friendship of tl^e 
saving wights, who were not a little edified 
with each other's experience and refinements 
in the art of living cheap. Jemmy Taylor 
always appeared in the streets witii a long 
stick and clouted shoes, and innumerable 
darns and patches in his clothes. He never 
went to market for more than a twopenny 
steak at a time, and this he generally chose 
for its savoriness ; an outside piece, . grown 
black by the wind, and mostly flyblown, was 
his choice ; for he thriftily observed, " that 
meat was nothing, unless it smelt as well as 
tasted.*' The people at the Black Horse, in 
the borough, used often to represent to him 
his folly in being so parsimonious and self- 
denying ; and as he was fagt growing old, 
observed to him the propriety of indulging 
himself a little in comfortable things : but to 
all idea of expense, Jemmy Taylor waa deaf: 
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his reply used alwan to be, "thkf if his me- 
cesaors bad as much plcsaiito in apQiiding hia 
property, a« ha had m hoBTdinK it up, tti»y 
need not Romplaiu of tJieir lut hi the world." 
By this obsGiratioa TMil'vlnLj l!i'' riM :i.l.i;e, 
tbat saye, "there ia n |il' i -'i ' i , n i lir-^s 
which none but madKieu*k&)w<" If P*iitf. 
of years is the fint itep & ftiendahip, puW 
of pursuits' may be nid to b« ths ■ijyiit 
Mr. Jennea Taylor knew afi tbr miieMUm ■' 
of tJio mctropolut unonff th* moat "f^T**"- 
ous of whotQ he ruiked bia qnoUau ftimi^ 
Che two brothers t—^^'* of MMfieUi.- " 
These were likeviaa wM*flr«; and in ^Mt 
time hud accumidated, by nsmy add^aeenb- - 
tion, the enormous sum of WMflM, whidt 
they kept at intsreat in the flAds, and thereby 
were always able to oblig* a Mend with any 
sum at a moment's warning. These uotIMm 
are lately dead. Previgus to the tax npon 
legacies, they had made willa ; but upon the 
necessity of using stamps, they made over their 
propi^rtv to their nephews and nieoes, in order 
lo evade the duty, <and thereby sttved ftoni 
government, into their own pockets, npwwda 
of 30002. The eldest of these saving ohm 
ordered a very old sliirt to be put on taun but 
a day before he departed the world, in order ' 
to disappoint the nurae of a g6od one | it 
being customary to give the thinp the d»- 
ceased haa on to tluM« who ham the cam 
of them in thw last mtnnenta. Hul Imnqp 
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Taylor lived to have heard of the' Aeatia • 
of these friendn of hie, he, do doubt, would 
have very much approved of. these Having 
contrivances. A short time after the cooclti' 
Bion of the American war, tlie earl rif 
NorUiiiinberland, having occasion for r4,0OW. 
til mukH n piirchnae, applied to liia brnk'er, 
and apjiointed a certain day to do thn transfpr. 
At the time end place of meeting, wbicli was 
the rounri room in the bank, Ihs^e wsa posted 
in woitincf Mr. Taylor, whose appenranfte was 
exactly that of a coachman'e watering' man. 
Upon the duke's appearance, Uie brnlier -_ 
brought Jcinmy forward to his grace.; who, 
not knowing him, thought he was a beggar, 
that wanted ahiis; hut bein^ assured by Mr. 
Consols, that he was a u-arm mnn, his grace 
at last shook bands with him, and Jemmy 
accommodated the peer witb the 74,0001. out 
of ono stock, in tJie 4 pi.T ccnts^ where Joinmy 
usrially kept his larj^Bt hulk of c.ish , and 
from whence it appeared by the books, he 
could have sold out as much more, and yet liavc 
)iad as much Iclt, as woujd have made him 
comfortable all the rest of Itia ilays. Uno 
day, observing some lijioB, near tlic IkiiiI;, 
boying some very fine fVnit, he kept his eyes 
so wishfiiily fixed upon them, that on^ tliinlt 
ins him in jrreat want, sent huilauCEifficnee, 
ivliich he received with a low^l^w, and imine- . 
diately set off, and bought > itrofiunj steak, 
which be brought post the ladtw,tD kt them 
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see he had not misapplied theiE Hni|^* HUi 
anecdote need not oe doubtedi'^unk 91 



in the papers at the timei and |]1 fib inqnamfr' ' 
ance talked of the &ct Jemmyy thongli oi 
inhabitant of a poptikmi citjf some^nM osai^ 
cised the severe virtae of Mlf-denudi^P oir- 
cumstancos which nugfat Hwe ihowa Ins tm/Bir 
iness to accommodate the plurties thttt etSM 
upon his probity to pay bis aBMHment qf tlie 
parish rates. When ^the offiten wiitiid at 
the door of his house, iH King Stieeti and 
inquired for Mr. Taylor, they wef<»'told, '^fhen 
was not a soul in toe hooae.'* T'lt^wIlectDri 
perceiving Old Hunks peeping: betw&en 1)uB 
balusters, replied to the girl^ Irho ajunrarad^ 
" that she was quite right, as he Mold wdr 
perceive her master, who wixs notoriously weU 
known to be no soul at all V^ . In his last testa- 
ment he forgot all his London relations. His. 
cousin Taylor, of the borough, and his nephew, 
of the Marlborough, in Bishopsgate Street, 
were equally unremembered in his will. These 
can say with truth, " He is gone a long jour- 
ney : he has taken away the bags ofmoney, 
and the devil knows what has become of 
them.'' Though Jempiy had but little religion 
in his life, yet towards his latter end he dis- 
covered some thoughts of an hereafter. Find* 
ing himself ill, and fearing his illness might 
finish his days, he sent for the pariah officers^ 
the parson, clerk, and curate, and, after mA* 
mating his intention of malong a 1 
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bequest, paid them down twelve hundred 
pounds Tor their prayers for the rest of his 
soul ; but this bargain was not entirely settled 
until the gentlemen had returned him twelve 
months interest by way of discount ; his usual 
demand for prompt payment ! It appears that 
his enormous fortune devolved to two relatives 
in the country; whilst those of his kindred 
in London, in consequence of being cut off, 
have altered the tenor of their prayers, in one 
article at least, by praying for their deceased 
uncle, as the papists pray for the souls of 
Luther and Calvin. His name now adorns 
the donation board of tlie ancient church 
of St. Savior, in the borough. He died 
in 1793. 
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An illustrious Swiss patriot, and the chief 
instrument of the revolution which delivered 
the Swiss cantons from the German yoke in 
1307. Geisler, the governor of these provinces 
for the emperor Albert, ordered him, on pain 
of death, to shoot an apple placed on the head 
of his son. Having fortunately succeeded in 
the task imposed upon him, without hurting 
the child, he told the tyrant, that, had he been 
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less fortunate, he had onoliier.ulDfir iaifiuiin^ 
which he should have diieeM'%D Ul^h««L 
Animated by hia courage tfld fwmtJiy Hi- 
Swiss flew to anniy when €Mku TTpg'WM 
by Tell, and the AustruuPM eonqietslj BJ^l^^^^^ ^ 
from the country. , * * 



PETER ISAAC l*HELLUBON, 

A NATIVE of France, though mtny yean 
resident as a merchant in E^land, dM is 
1798. Having acquired a vaet fbrtane^^he 

disposed of it by will, in the following extnor- 
dinary manner. Having apropertv of /OO/XWllL, 
he Icfl in leg'acies to his wife and children not 
quite 100,000/. The residue he left to trus- 
tees to accumulate and be laid out in the 
purchase of estates in England, till all the 
male children of his sons and grandsons are 
dead. But all who may take under this will, 
must adopt tlie name of Thellusoni. . The 
term of accumulation cannot be less than 
from iK) to 120 years. If it should termi- 
nate at the first period, the property wookl 
amount to 85,000,0002. and if at the latter to 
140,000,000/.^ And if, at that remote po^ 
he should have no lineal de8ceikdant% tfw 
estates are to be sold, and the' money tf^lied 



to the sinking fund, under the .direction of 
parliament. The heirs at [hw have since 
applied to tlie Court of Chancery to set a^ds 
the will; but, after lens and learned uga- 
ments, it waa fully estabuBbed. 



WILLIAM HOGAKTH. 

IB descend- 



1 Westi 

His grand father, a plain yeoman, had three 
eons, tlie youngest of whom, after keeptng 
a schuul in t)ic country, went at an caiiy age 
to London, where ho resumed his fonuer 
occupntiun. He married 'in London, and one 
of tlie fruits of this union, was the celebrated 
William Hogarth, who was born in 1698. 

Thuu^h tlie fatlier was a man of some 
learning him:<Glti lie docs'not seem to have 
been aiijtioua to give his son the same qualifi- 
cation. His outlet in life was not the moat 
promising. He was bound apprentice to a 
silvers I iiilh, to learn the single bianch of en- 
graving arms and ciphers on metal, but before 
his time was expired, he fell that Oie impulaa 
of his genius directed him ti) punting. Thil 
was manifeetod on various occosiona. One 
Sunday, he set out with two or three compan- 
25 
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ions on an excursion tx) Higfhgate, and the 
weather bein<^ hot, they went into a public 
house, where they had not been long, before 
a quarrel arose between some persons in the 
same room. One of the disputants struck 
the otlicr on the head with a quart-pot, and 
cut him very much. The blood running down 
the man's face, together with tlie agony of tiie 
wound, which had distorted his features into 
a most liideous grin, presented Hogarth, who 
seomod thus early to be apprized of tlie path 
wliicli nature intended him to pursue, with 
too lauiifhablo a subject to be overlooked. He 
took out his j)encil, and, on the spot, produced 
a most I'.idicrous figiu"e. This piece was the 
more vahiahl*^, as it exhibited an exact like- 
ness of tiic; man, with the portrait of his 
antao-onist, and the liorures in caricature of 
the princi])al j)pn>ons collected round them. 

His aj)prenti(^cship had no sooner expired, 
than ho enten'd into the academy in St. Mar- 
tin's Lane, and studied drawing from the life, 
" in which," as IMr. Walpole observes, " he 
never attained to fjreat excellence. It was 
character, tlie passions, the soul, that his genius 
was given him to copy. In coloring he proved 
no greater master; his force lay in expres- 
sion, not in tints and chiaro scuro/' 

At this pi'riod of his life Hogarth was doom- 
ed to experieiKM; the distresses wliich never 
fail to result from the union of indigence and 
umbition, Wiiile he v/as laying the founda- 



tion oF liis future celebrity, he whs espoBed 
to all the contempt tliat penury can produce. 
It in said that being one day at a loss for bo 
trifling a slim as twenty Bhillinga, in order to 
be revenged of his landlady, who strove to 
compel him to payment, he drew her as ugly 
an possible, and in that sinj^lc portrait ^'uve 
marks of tht; dawn of sugerior gcniiiB, Un- 
like many who are desirous of burying in 
oblivion, llie scantiness of (heir early forliines, 
Hogarth wag always fond of contrasting die 
necessities of his youth, with the alHuence 
of his matnrer age. " I rememher the time," 
ho would say, "when I have gone pioping in 
the city without a shilling in my pocket; but 
as soon as 1 hod received ten guineas there 
for a plate, I have returned home, put on ray 
Eiv'iird, and sallied out again with all the con- 
fidence of a man who haa ten thousand pounds 
ill his pocket." ' 

Hogarth began business on his <)wn account 
about 1720. His first employment appears 
til lia.vu heon tlie engraving of uruis anil shop 
iiilN. He next agreed to design and furnish 
plslca for boobaellera, but,'e]Ecept a set of 
pliitcs, executed in lTa6, for a duodecimo 
edition of Hudibraa, none of his early produc- 
tions could claim the least notice. 

On the SI ecesB of those plates, however, 
Hogarth commenced painter., and a painter 
of portraits — the most ill-suited employment 
for a man whose turn certainly was not flaX- 
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tery, and whose talents were not adapted to 
look on vanity without a sneer. Yet his 
facility in catching a likeness, and the method 
he clioso of ]):iinting families and conversation 
pieces in small, then a novelty, drew to him 
a prodii^'ious business for some time. Tliis, 
howovor, (lid not continue, either because he 
resolved to follow tlie real bent of his disposi- 
tion, or his customers apprehended that a sat- 
irist was too formidable a confessor for the 
votaries of self-love. 

It was his custom to sketch out on the spot 
any rcjuiarkable face which particularly struck 
hiin, and of wiiich he wished to preserve the 
rtMneuibranc(\ A fjfentleman bein^ once in 
his couipany at tlio Bedford Conee-house, 
CoviMit (rar(l<ni, observed him drawing some- 
tliiug with a pencil on his nail. Inquiring 
what liad Innni the artist's employment, he 
was shown a wliimsical miniature of the 
countenance of a person who was then at a 
small distance. 

In the early part of Mr. Hogarth's life, it 
happened tliat a nobleman, who wins unconnnon- 
ly ugly and deformed, came to sit to him for his 
picture. It was exccut^'d with a skill that did 
honor to the artist's abilities ; but the likeness 
was rigidly obs(^rv(Ml, without the slightest 
attention to compliment or llattt^ry. The peer, 
disgusttid at this counterpart of his dear self, 
never entertained an idea of sending for a 
reflector, that would only insult him with his 
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deforcaitips. The ortiat aiifferod Bome time 
to ela.{lS(^ before he appUed for his money ; but 
afterwards made many unsucceaaful applioa- 
tiona fur pnymenL At lenatli h'J cootrivnil 
an oxpudieni, wbicli alarmed Uie nobLeniBp's 
pride, and thus answered his purpose. He 
sent him the following card ; — "Mr. Hogarth's 

dutiful respects to Lord -; finding ^at he 

docs not moan to have the picture wliioh was 
drai>-n f.ir liii.i, ia infijrmod again of Mr. ll.'a 
neccsijl.y for tin' inon^y ; if, therefore, his 
loriJ.-liip diii's iiiif j*i-iu! for it in three days, 
it "ill be d[-^puseil uf, with the addition ol a 
tail iuiii a.miL' ullier little appendages, to Mr. 
Hitre, Uie famous wdd "beast uiui ; Mr. II. 
having given that gentleman a conditional 

Siroinide of it for an eshibition picture, on bis 
ordship's refiiBal." — This intimation produced 
tJio dpairnd effi^L Ilia lorilahip sent for the 
obnoxious picture and committed it to the 
flames. 

On another occasion a, nobleman; not re- 
markable for generosity, aeut for Hogarth and 
dcHircd that he would reptsHent, on one of the 
compartments on a atair-caee, Pharaoh and his 
host drowned, in the Rod Sea. At the same 
time he hinted that no great price would be 
givi-n for the performance. Hogarth, how- 
ever, agreed. Soon afterwards ho applied 
for payment to his employer, who seeing that 
the space allotted for the picture hail only 
been daubed over with red, declared he had 
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no idea of paying a painter when he had 
proceeded no further than to lay his ground. 
" Ground .'" exclaimed Hogarth, " there is no 
frround in the case, my lord. The red you 
perceive is the Red Sea. Pharaoh and his 
)i(jst are droMiied as you desired, and cannot 
be made objects of sight, for tlie sea covers 
tliem all." 

Ill 17^30, Hocrartli formed a matrimonial con- 
nection with the only daughter of Sir James 
Thornliill, liimself ai* artist of considerable 
eminence. This union was a stolen one, and, 
consequently, without the approbation of the 
father, who, considering tlie youth of his child, 
tlien barely (!i«rliteen, and tlie slender finances 
of hc^r husband, who had not emerged from 
obscurity, was not easily reconciled to the 
match. Our artist about this time began his 
series of j)rints entitled the HarloCs Progress, 
and was advised by Lady Thornhill to have 
some of the scenes in it placed in tlie way 
of his father-in-law. Accordingly Mrs. Ho- 
garth undertook early one morning to convey 
some of them into his dininfj room. On his 
risinjj, he incpiired whence they came, and 
beiiijr told by whom they were introduced, he 
observed : " Vc^ry well ; the man who can 
furnish rei)n!seiitations like these, can also 
maintain a wife witliout a portion." This 
remark was designed as an excuse for keep- 
ing Iiis own purse-strings close, but it was 
not long before he became both reconciled 



encraua to the yoDng couple. Another 
noro beneficial effect of this cxerciBa 

tali?nC3, vfoa, that it introduced^ him to 
>tii''> ii( the public, and laid a aoHd foim- 

for )ii^ future fame. 

n after \m jiiiriiLige, Hogarlli bad sum- 
>df!;i[nrs ut South Lambeth ; and being 
,tn with Mt. Tyers, the proprietor of 
lall G»r(1c]i9, lie contributed to the 
k-eincnt of tli-jt ngreeable place, by the 
if cziibr'lli^jijng i' with paintings, soma 
lich wr>rc sIcBloIied by his own truly 

foncil. A frold ticket of admiasion for 
and hU fHchild, bespoke the gratitude 

•■ llnrl'it'a Progrtas was succeeded by 
(lAc'fl l'roi:;rtm, and other pcrformancep 
ilic (loscription, which must be too well 
1 to evry reader to render any character 
in Tiore.-^sary In this place. These were 
ly hioi nt his liouse in Leicester Fields, 
wealtli and reputation rewarded hia 

[1 atYer the conclusion of the peace of 
a Chapelle, Hogarth availed hiuiaelF of 
ipportiinity to visit France. In that 
ry lif manifested a nnrrowneas of aen- 
t wliii'li frequently adheres to persons 
■ pri'jiidiceB have not been removed \j 
lion or travel. He was dissntiaGed witn 
thinfT he eaw. Jf an elegant circuin- 
^, eiilier in thn fumiture or ornainenta 



of a roon), was pointed out as deserving 
approbatioii, hia constHnt reply was; "What 
then? Bat it ia Fronch! Tlieir houaes are 

alt gilt luid ^1 1." In tLe strict be vma 

often rudely claEiorous. A lalterod bae, or 
a pair of silk stockinjia with holes in uiooi, 
drew from him a torrent of imprudent lan- 
guage. Iq vain was he advised to bo oiore 
cautiouB in hu public remarks, aa many Scotch 
and Irish reni^ecB wore often within hearicg 
of theae reproaches, ind would rejoice at 
least in the opportunity of getting tJiEi pnintcr 
mobbed. He Liuglied at the admotiition. 
abused the peiwni »'bu offered it, as a pnail- 
lanimous wreti^ unworthy of living in a firee 
country, and made liim the btttt u( his ridicule 
for aeveral erenii.jrs iilWvviinl^, This nnspa- 
sonable pleasantry waa, bovere^cooipletely 
ixtiuguishcd'lij on Dneipected.ovoM. 



I spy before the ^vernor of the town. 
After a rigorous cxaminatiaS) the imuiceiice 
of hb designs was rendered perfocUy an»r- 
ent, by tlie other sketches that bo had aEoM 
him, and which were, by no nMaiw, anch U 
could BGrve the pnrposc of an engiDeer. He 
was, nevertheleae, ,told by tiw conunnJBaD^ 
that, had not the peace been acUully N^ined, 
be should have been obliged to liaiig bun im 
immediately, on the lampartB. Two gaiai 
were then provided to eoBvej him m dh^ 



board, tior did they q\iit him till he was three 

uhe 

out further attendnnco and molestation, 
garth was far from beinc pleased with the 
slightest cQueioD to this nffnir, but tlte Isadin^ 
circumatance of it liie own pencil \\ai rerorded 
in his picture, entitled " Oli, the Roatt Beef of . 
Old England r 

In 1753, our nrtist appeared to the world in 
-thii ciuiriicter of an ftutljor, and published a 
qunrlij volume under llie title of " Tjie ^lalysij 
/ij' IhavUi'^ in the compoaition of which he 
Avns nsai^ied liy Dr. Hondly, Mr. Ralph, and 
I)r. Morrel. This book, Mr. Walpole remarks, 
lind many sensible hinta and observations, but 
it did not carry the conviction, nor meet wilii 
Iho oniversn] acquiescence he expected. As 
he treated his contemporarieB With scorn, they 
triumphed over hia publication, and irritated 
lor the purpose of exposing him. 

llogartli certotRly had one failing in common 
-ivitii most pe^e who attain to %ea]th and 
cniinence, without the aid ofa Liberal education. 
He affected to despise every kind of knowl- 
cA'te which he did not posscBB, and having 
establislied his fame, with little or no obliga- 
tions to literature, he eittier conecived it to be 
needless, or decried it because it lay out of liis 
reach. Till tliis celebrated ortiiit coiuiiicnccd 
author, lie did not seem to have discovoKd that 
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even speUing was it necessary queJifiCatiaa, 
though he had ventuied in one of hb pieces to 
ridicule the deticieacy or Rich in that, paf 

With respect lo flattery, 
more open to Illusion tlioo Hogn 
folloving anecdote vifl 

easier it ia to detect ill-P- 

adulation whrn api^ied to ottwn ti 

selves. Being i' " '""" '""" 

Cheselden, he w . ^_ ^ 

surgeon of St. BartlialMneif^ Iw 
ed, that Greene wu u -flnlna 
composition as HnndeL "That Mow Fnkih" 
exctutned Hogarth, "is alTByi ^"^^'■y ■■ 
bolt absurdly in one wayorthe ddwrj'HimW 
ia a giant in music ; Greene only a ligkt FloK- 
imel kind of a composer.*^ — "Ajt" reJMWi 
the artist's informant, " bnt at Ae MUne tina 
Mr. Frehe declared that yon were as food a 
portrait painter as Vandyke." — " There be waa 
in the right," replied Hogarth ; "and ao I fm, 
give me mv time, and let me cbooae vff Mft- 
ject!" • " • . 

With Dr. Hoadly, chancellpr of Wioolmter, 
Hogarth was always on terms of tlie Btricteat 
friendship, and Irequently vbitcd him at Ua 
various residences in Hampsbire. The doff 
tor's fondneas for theatrical exhibitiona wa^ aa 
peat, that few visitors could remain long ta ' 
his house, before they were soBcited f ' 



n some interlude or other. He 



U^mS 



■with Garrick tuid HogarUi, once perfotrned a 
ludicrous parorty on the scene in JiiliiiB CEesar, 
in which the ghosl appeara to Brutus. Ho- 
garth personated the spectre, hut so unreten- 
tive was his memory, that, though his speech 
consisted only of two lines, lie was unable to 
got tliem by hfiBrt, At lenelh tliey adopted 
the following expedient The words he ivua 
to pronounce, were inscribed on the outside 
of an illumin&tod paper Imthorn, in such large 
letters, that he could read them when he en- 
tered with it in hia hand on the stage. On 
this occasion, Hogartli painted a sceue repre- 
senting a sutlinir booth with the duck (duke) 
of Cumherland's head by way of sign, and also 
prepared the pluy-bill, w'itli chnracterislic orna- 
ments. 

Our artist was one of the most absent of 
men. At table he would sometimes turn round 
h^s chair as if he had finished eadng', and as 
suddenly return it and fall to his meal again. 
He once directed a letter U) Dr. Hoadiy, thus 
— "To_the Doctor at Chelacu." This epistle 
fortimately did not miscarry, and it was pre- 
served by the divine, as a pleasant memorial 
of his friend's extraordinnr inattention. 

Another no less remarluble instance of Ho- 
garth's absence is on record. Soon after he 
set up his carH^a;e, he bad occasion to pay a 
visit to the lord muynr. When bo went the 
weather was tine ; but lie was detained by 
business till a violent ehower of rain carao on. 



Beineletoiitofthi 
ent ooor from that 
and seeing tJie rniii, 
call for a liiu;kney cow-ii. 
procured at anv (if ■ i 
which our art ;u 

storm, and acti \ .^^chi,- 
cester Fields wiu, 
hia own carriage, uu 



[-house by a diflfe^ 
!i he had entered, 
liedintely began to 
Not ono conli be 
hboriug stands, ph 
irtii 1o brave tli" 
I his hotiap ID Li-i- 
wing a thought "(i 
la^rtb, aEtoniBlfd 
lired, asked wbeK 
he liad left it. 

The induljfpucBnf Hoj th's satirical talent, 
at length bogari to involve iiim in disflgrecabU 
circumstances. In a picti : called tlie Mittr's 
Peast, he tiiiiught pro] lo pillo^j Sir Isatc 
Shard, a geutlemiui vnivcrbially avmiicions. 
His Bon, a hiph-*ipirilt'cl yoiitig mim, juat re- 
turned from lii^ fravclfl, hi.'otinp; of thiiJ, oallei) 
at the painter's to aee tbe picture, uid amou 
other qiieations asked the eictront, if thM oU 
ligure was intended for anj paiticidar penoik 
On his replying that it was thouffbt to be. to; 
much like one Sir Isaac Shard, the mntl«IMa 
immediately drew hia sword, and ■!■ jitirt A* 
canvass. Hogarth immediatelTappeuedJnIha 
most violent passian; but Ml,, Shard ttlaif 
iustilied what he bad done, sajriDg, that it WM 
a very unwarrantable license.; that he wailhe 
son of the injured party, and was ready to de- 
fend any suit at law which the artist mi^t 
think fit to Institute. No such meuiues wh% ' 
however, adopt«d by Hogarth, who mj^i^ far- 
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ps, have experienced from it e loss still more 
pleasant than that of his picture. 
This inclination to satire is said to have 
ce cost him a legacy. It aeema that the 
ure of the old maid, in hia print of Morning, 
Ls taken either from an acquaintance, or a 
lation of the painter. At first she was well 
ough satisfied with the resemblance ; but 
mc designing people teachingi her to be , 
gry, she struck the pointer out of her will, 
licb had been made considerably in hia 

Hogartli used to boast,, that ho could take a 
encss in three minutes ; but the most extra- 
Jinary effort of his genius in tliis line, was, ■ 
rhaps, his drawing of Henry Fielding, made 
til a pen some tjmo after tlie death of tliat 
lebratcJ writer. He often promised to sit 
his friend Hogarth, for whose good qualities 
d superior genius, he always entertained so 
r)i an 'esteem, tliat he hoa left in h'la works 
my beautiful memorials of his affection. It 
happened, however, that no picture of 
elding was ever drawn; hut j'ot.oa if it was 
.ended that some traces of his coantenance 
[)uldbe perpetuated, and Chat, too, by the very 
:i3t whom he himself preferred to all others, 
.er llogartli had long tried to produce a liko- 
ss of him from memory, and just as he was 
spairing uf success for want of some niloB 
go by in tlic dimensions and outlines of the 
;e, chance tlirew'tlie jjraud desidanHnm in 
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the way. A ladj, witli a pair of 9ci8som,Ml 
cut a profile, which gave the distances and 

Eroportions of hia fete sufficiently to rcatore 
is lost ideas of him. Delighted with an op- 
portunity of paying this lost tribute to the 
memory of an autlur whom he admired, Ho- 
garth caught at diia outline with jilcasuri^, aiul 
workcil with all tbe attachment of friendship, 
till he finished the drawi --■--■ ■ < 
of Fielding's worka^ afl 
edged by all who lud a 

to present a RmTeaph ndti ^ 

This ia the authentic nitlxnj^Ut.lb»- 
phy, but a different acooout of flll> potllrit 
haa been given. ',Hr.GanicLit Hiudf te*- 
ed himaclf in a suit of bii dd'fifaaid)li nrnlhwi. 
and presented himself to the paijttn fa Ht \ 
attitude, and with the features of ^eWa^ 
Garrick, however, interfered no fiuther in Om 
buainees than by urging Hogaitb to ■!tflfT^ 
the liheness aa & necessary accompanimaBt In 
Fielding's works. The utiet begu-and fin- 
ished the head in the presence of tua wift and 
another lady, having no asaiatanee but fron 
his own memory, which, on such occaaicm, wm 
remarkably tenacious.- 

About the year 1757, Hogarth's brotheM»- 
law, Mr. Thomhill, resigned his place of mt- 
Jeant-painter to tbe Icing, in fiivoi of our atfii^ 
who soon eiterwards ventured upon an experi- 
ment, which involved hiiu in some' diagracc 
" Frbm a contempt of the ignorant virtnoai it 



the age" snye Mr. Walpole, "and from indig- 
nation iit the iiiipudHnt tricks of picture dealera, 
wli<!Lii tie :;ontiimally saw recommending and 
vcniilTig lilfi copies to bubble eollectora, and 
from liRving iii^vur studied, indeed baving aeen 
but fi3w good pictures of the Italiun nutters, 
iic ]iersiiiuled himself that Lite Dralsqs bestowed 
on those glorious works, n-ere nalhing feut Ihe 
cffL'tta of prejudice. He talked tiis knguage 
till he believed it ; and having often hoard it 
adserlcd, aa is true, tliat time gives a raelloir- 
nesa to colors, and Jniptovea them, he not only 
donii^d t)ic proposition, but maintained that 
pictures oidy grew black and worse by age, 
not distinguishing between the degrcea in 
which the propoaitions may bo true or folae. 
Up wptit furtlier. He determined to rival the 
ancients, and, unfortunately, chose one of the 
IJncst pictures in England as the object of his 
competition. Thia was the celebrated Sigis- 
munda of Sir Luke Schaub, said to be painted 
by Correggio, probably by Furino, bat no mat- 
ter by whom. It is impossible to see the pic- 
ture, or read Dryden's inimitable tale, and not 
feel tliat the same eoul animated both. After 
luiiiiy essays, Mogarth at last produced his Si- 
gismu[ida, but no more like Sigismunda, than 
I to Hercules. Not to mention the wretched- 
iioBs of the coloring, it waa tlio representation 
of a maudlin Htrumpet jual turned out of 
keeping, and witli eyes red with rags and us- 
quebaugh, tearing off the ornaments Eer keeper 



400 BOOKmntc caiaunnu. 

had given ber. H of lut; sober grief, flP 
dignity of BUppieascu , lieh, no involuntar]' 
tear, no settled i t on the Tdtc she 

meajit Co mmt, us wonotb tnrncil 

hoi J by despair ; lu iLbJl traa wanting tlmt . 
should have been re : all was there tliut 
such B. story wotiU vc I niabcd from > mind 
capable of caocettm^ sii<.h complicated wo ; 
wo so aterolj fblt and yet so tenderly. Ho- 
garth's perfbrmaoce *»s more ridiculous thaa , 
any thing he bad e*er ridiculed. He set the 
pnce b( four hundred pounds aa it, and had it 
returned on liiB bands by the person for whom 
it was painted. He took MMuripUoii* Saf %. 
plate of itgbnt had the MnBe,at lut,tai^ 

From this failure of Hogarth, tnaj ba fc- 

duced this useful lesson ; wet men, even of 
superlative gcniu-', cannot step beyond the 
bounds ill wliich nature deigned them to 
move, without betraying the veaknota of tbeir 
understanding, and covering theuiMJves with 
confiisioji, ridicule and contempt. 

The last mfimorable event in the life of our 
artist, "'RD his quarrel with Mr. Wilkea. 
Though Ilogaith did not commence direct 
hostilities on that genCleman, he, at leaat, gtm 
the first offence by an attack on his party tod . 
Iriends. This conduct was the more Muprii- 
ing, as he had all his life avoided dipping ~ 



fused a very li 



political contests, and {lad eariy re 



engage hiTii in a sot of prints ngaiiist the head 
of tt court party. It Las, hmvever, been aur- 
iniscd, tiiat liis conduct on this occe^iou, was 
guided by tlio expectation of obtoiniog an ad- 
dition to bis Eolory hb Eeriesjit-piLinter. Bo 
this OS it may, in September, l/GS, Hogortli 
puhlislieii his print of Tte Times, which saC- 
i.;cJ Lord Temple ond Mr. Pitt, afterwards 
purl of Chatham, Thia called forth the pen 
of Mt. WilkcB, who, in the ne*t number of tbe 
North Briton, in vindicating his fricads, mado 
:i dirrtt. Liltack on th^ king's aeij can t-pn inter. 

Wilki", Clmrcliill and Hogartli bad been 
intiiEiiit'' IVionds, and auch they might have 
contiiiniil, liiiil not llie demon of politics and 
p^rty ^riivii discord ainong them, Btid dissolved 

lliDsr 11 ill] li:ive once been united in-the bonds 
of frlfurUhip. So it proved in thia case ; the 
liroiifb oiico rnade, daily grew wider and ividcr. 
In reveiifTR for tlie animadversionB of Mr. 
Wilkes in tiiB North Briton, Hogarth exhibited 
a caricature of the writer. Chhrchill thwi en- 
gEiged ill the war, and published nn epistle to 
lloK-arth, in which the severest HtrokeH fell on 
a defect which tlio painter had neither caused 
nor could amend — bis agpy (hough it was 
neither remarkable nor deurepit In revenge 
for tiiis c]iiBt]e, llojfirtli caricntiired Cliurcbill 
under the lonu of a cinouical heni^ with a club 
aiid a pot of poller. "Never," eajH Mr. Wed- 
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pdle, "did two angry men of their abilities 
throw mud with less dexterity." 

At the time these hostilities were cajrryinff 
on in a manner so virulent and so disgracefm 
to all the parties, the health of Hoffartb was 
visibly declining. In 1762, he complained of 
an inward pain, which brought on a genera] 
decay that proved incurable. The last year 
of his life he employed in retouching his plates, 
witli the assistance of several engravers whom 
he took with him to his house at Chiswick, 
where ho for many years resided during the 
s ammcr. 

In 1704, a few months before he was seized 
with the malady which was the immediate 
cause of his death, he proposed to his match- 
less pencil tlje work ho has cntitlcS Finis or 
the Tail-Piece, the first idea of which is snid 
to have been started in company, while the 
convivial gflass was circulating round his own 
table. "My next undertaking," said Hogarth, 
"shall be the end of all things." " If that ij 
the case," replied oho of his friends, "your 
business will be finished ; for tluTC will be an 
end of the painter." " Tlicrc will so," answer- 
ed Hogarth with a deep sigh, " and, tliercforo, 
the sooner my work is done the better." lie 
accordingly began the next day, and prose- 
cuted his design with a diligc^nce which sorm- 
ed to indicate an apprehension that he should 
not live till he had coniplctod it. This, how- 
ever, he did with the utmost ingenuity, ;jrusp- 
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ing every object which coiihi denote tha end 
of all things— ft broken hottle — an old broocn 
worn to tile stump — tlie butt end of an old 
musket — a iTucked bell — a bow imatrung' — a 
crown tumbled lo pieces — towers in ruitw— the 
sign-poat of n tavern, called the H'ortil't End, 
tumbling— the iiiutm in her wine — the map of 
the globe biirniny;— a gibbet falling, the body 
gone, and ihr- rlniin which he!d it dropping 
down — Pho'biis :iinl his horeea dead in the 
clouds — 1 VL'ssel wrecked — -Time, with hia 
hour-glass end scythe broken, a tobacco-pipe 
in his mouth, the la^t wliilf of smoke goin^ out 
—a play-bnok opened, with Exeunt omaca 
stamped in the curner— an empty purae — and 
a statute of b^iiiliniprt'v taken out aguinat na- 
ture. "So r^r, !^:l i^imd," exclaimed Hogarth, 
" Nothing rriuiLiii:: but this,"— taking liia pen- 
cil in a sort of |)ropiietic fiiry, and daahing off 
the similitude of a painter's pallet broken — 
"Finis," cried he, "the deotf is done — all is 
jver !" — It IB remarkable that he died about a 
jionth after tlie completion of tliis tail-piece, 
and it is also woU known that he never after- 
wards took a pencil iti his hand. 

It is worth observing, \itai. in "Independ- 



insiders hia antagonist as a departed ge- 

Hogarih would draw bim (envy luusi allow) 
E'en in ihe life, mas IhgaH'i livitig mm. 



404 ECCENTRIC CHARACTERS. 

The sporting satirist little imagined that the 
power of pleasing was so soon to cease in both, 
Hogarth died within four weeks after the pUh- 
lication of this poem, and Churchill survived 
him only nine days. 

On the ):25th of October, our artist waa con- 
veyed from Chiswick to Leicester Fields, in a 
very weak condition, but remarkably cheerful. 
On retiring to bed the same night, he was sud- 
doidy taken ill, and expired in tlie space of two 
hours. Ilis body was interred at Chiswick, 
where a monument is erected to his memory. 



JOSEPH CLARK. 



A VERY extraordinary posture master of Pall 
Mall. Tliough a well made man, and ratlicr 
gross tlian thin, he exhibited, in a most natural 
manner, almost every species of defonnity and 
dislocation. He frequently diverted himself 
witli tlie tailors, by sending for one* of them to 
take measure of hun, and would so contrive it 
as to have an immoderate; rising in one of his 
shoulders: wlien the clothes were brought 
home, and tried upon him, the deformity was 
removed into the other sliouhler; upon which 
the tailor asked pardon for the inistiike, and al- 
tered the garments as expeditiously as possible : 



but, upon tk lliird trial, he found him perfectly 
free from bleinisli ubout the shoulders, though 
an unfortunate lump appeared upon his hack. 
. In short, this wandering tumor puzzled all the 
workmen about town, who found it impossible 
to acoonunodatc so ch^geable a customer. 
He dislocated the vHrtebrE of his bock, and 
other parts of hia body, in such a manner thai 
Molins, the fiiraous surgeon, beftre whom he 
appeared as a patifnt, was shocked at the sight, 
and would not even attempt his cure. He often 
pasHcd for a cripple among persons with whom 
he had been in company but a few minutes 
before. Upon these occasions he would not only 
chanjre the position of his limbs, but entirely 
alter the figure of his countenance. The pow- 
ers of Iiis face wore more extraordinary than 
the flexibility of his body. He would assume 
all the uncouth grimaces that he saw at a (Qua- 
ker's meeting, the theatre, or any other public 
place. He died about the beginning of King 
William's reign, A more full account of this 
extraordinary person is given in the PhiloBopb- 
ical Transactions for July, 1698. 
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HEN3TJENKINB 

Few coontries can produce iiidh . 
instances of eztraordiiuuT loDgevi^ M tlMI 
British Islands, which affixra incoiilpitftU^ proof 

these examples, the most iMuUdeii, per* 
haps, that of Hemry Jtnkiiiiy wiio attuned te 
patriarchal age of 169 yean. Th%i^r acooan( 
now extant of t^ venerable majb u thet'gifea 
by Mrs. Anne &ville, who ^eaiiM' at BohoQi 
in Yorkshire, where Jenkins lived^ and had fie* 
quent opportunities of seeing and tpttffemag 
mth him. " ^ = 

''When I came to live at BolioD, I- was 
told several particulars of the grreat age of 
Henry Jenkins; but I believed little of the 
story for many years, tili one day he, coniing 
to beg an alms, I desired him to tell me truly 
how old he was. He paused a little, and then 
said thaty to the best of his remembrance, he 
was about 162 or 8 ; and I asked, what kings he 
remembered ; he said, Henry VIIL I asked. 
what public thing he could longest remember? 
he said, Flowden Field. I asked whether tbe 
king was there; ho said. No; he wta in 
France, and the earl of Surry was generuL I' 
asked him how old he might be then ; he 8aid|I 
believe I might be between 10 and 19^ fbi^ 
says he I was sent to Northallerton wUh % 



^ 
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horae-load of airowe, but they sent a biggef 
boy from tljonce to tie nrrny with them. AJl 
this agree-] witL the hialory of that time ; for 
howa and nrroiva were then ueed, ttic earl ha 
named waa f piiGniJ, and King Henry VIII. was 
Uicn at Toiirnay. And yet it ia obsorvable 
that this JeiikinB could neither read nor write. 
Tliere weire also four or five in the same parish 
that were reputed all of them to be 100 years 
old, or within two or three years of it, and thoy 
all said he was an elderly man ever since they 
knew him; for he was bom in another parish, 
and befor>5 any registers were in churches, 
as it is said. He told me then, too, that ho was 
butler to the Lord Conycrs, and remembered Ihe 
abbot of Fountains abbey very well before tiie 
dissolution of the monasterieg. Henry Jenkins 
departed this life December 8, Ki70, at EUer- 
ton upon Swale in Yorkshire. The battle of 
I'lowUen Field was fought September 9, 1513, 
and he was 12 years old when Plowden Field 
was fought So that this Henry Jenkins lived 
UK) years, viz, 10 years longer than old Parr, 
and was, it is supposed, the oldest man born 
upon the ruins of the poetdiluvinn world, 

"In the last century of his life he was a 
fisherman, and used to trade in the streams ; 
his diet was coarsB and sour, and towards the 
latter end of his dnys he begged up and down. 
He has sworn in Chancery, and other courts, 
to above 140 yeara memory, and was often at 
the assizes at York, whither he generally nauit 
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n foot ; and I have hettdsome of tbo oooBbj 
rentiemet affirm, that he frequenfly swam M 
rivers after he was past the age of lOO yean* 
In the king's remen^raneei^ ^'f^ ?^ ^ "^ 
chequer, is a record of a ^epositkxi in a 
by English bill, between Anthony C3aik 
Smirkson, taken 1660% at Ketterinf in Toifc- 
shirc, where Henry Jenkins^ of .Ellfliton opoB 
Swale, laborer, aged 157 Teaiai'waspcodneod 
and deposed as a witness.^ 

About seventy yeais after his jspitfa n mon- 
ument was erected at Bolton by a siteeriplkm 
of the parishioneis to perpetuate the msmoiy. 
of this remarkable man. Upon it was a^ 
graved this inscription: 

<< Blush not, marble, to resene jQpoiii oUhka 
the memory of Henry Jenkins, a pehM» of oIn' 
scure birth, but of a life truly memorable i te 
he was enriched with the goods of nature, H 
not of fortune, and happy in the duration, if not 
variety, of his enjoyments; and though tl|0 
partial world despised and disregarded bis low 
and humble state, the equal eye of Providence 
held and blessed it with a patriarchal health 
and length of days, to teach mistaken man 
these blessings are entailed on temperance, a 
life of labor and a mind at ease. He lived to 
the amazing age of 169. Was interred heia^ 
Dec. IG, 1(^0, andihad this justice done'to Ini 
piemory, 1743." 
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CHEVALIER DESSEASAU. 

Among tlie eccentric charactera who, about 
hnir a century ago, nttracted public notice: in 
tlic British metropolis, wax the Chevslier Des- 
soiisau, lie wna a native of pTUHsia, of French 
o\tr:ictiun, and early in liC^ bore a coBoiiiagion 
ill tiiu Prussian BOrvice, This he (hnna him- 
sclt' iiiiilor tlie ueccBsity of quitting abrnpljj-. 
A (ii.jngrccmoiit between liiiii Bud a. bratlior 
officer V/H3 carried to such a height that a duel 
cniuicd, ill wliich his antagonist was danger- 
ously wounded. Uncertain of the event, and 
droailiug the consequences should the wound 
provi: fati^, lie ensured his safety by flight 

Tlio clicvalier sought a refu^ in England, 
ami coutrai-'tud so great n partiality for this 
cijtintry, tliit be resolved to pass in it the re- 
luiiiuder of Win days. The singularity of his 
dre:S3 and character soon drew the attention 
of Uic curious. He was well acquainted with 
Footir, i^{iirphy, Guldsmitii, Johnson, und most 
of tUcir contemporaries, eminent for genius an^ 
taU'Utf ill the walks of literature ond the 
drama ; nor was there a bookseller of any note 
who [lid not know the Chevaiier Oeaaeosao. 
]Iis chief places of resort were Old AndertOn'a ■ 
Coffee-house in Fleet Street, tlifl Bam, in St. , 
Martin's Ltmc, and various coflfee-hoQsea m tha 
vicinity of Covent Garden. His originality anA 
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good natnie caused hu^eaaipnj to be nwek 
courted. " < 

He either had, or fiuDcied tiiaillB poflMMoi • 
talent for poetry, ^i^^med to necile hk compo- 
sitions among his firiondB* Oi| thooe ooomkm 
his vanity of\en got tlie better of luo mi 
scnse^ and led him to malce ' himeelf tba MED 
pf his story. As an inttaiic^ of tbis be fte- 
quently repeated the following linee wilb an 
emphasis which indicated the' meet jtM^comr 
placent satisfaction : 



II u'y a au monde que 

Le mi dc Prusse et Cberafier 

which may be thus rendered 

In all the worid bat heroes two I know, 
Pnissia's Amed King and Chevalier 

He never submitted any of his perfbrmancei 
to public view, but confined them to the circle 
of his friends. He would often rehearse them 
himself before select company, and, during the 
last years of his life, he derived his principal 
means of subsistence from the presents made 
him in return. 

At tliis period he was reduced by miafcortiinei^ 
and perhaps also by the infirmities of affe| to 
a residence within the rules of tbe Fleet 
Prison; but such was the confidence plaeed 
in his honor, that he was suffered to go wber- 
ever he pleased. His, clothes were bueki and 
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ishion had all the stiff fimnality of those 
Lncient butk. In liis hand he geneiallj 

a gold-lieaded cane, s. roM of his poetry, 
iword, or HomftimeB two. The reason 
9 singulBrily was, according to iiis own 
sioiia, that lie niight afford an opportunity 

Bfitiiiionist, ivliora he woundei! in the 
.0 revpiige liis cause, should he again 
' to iiiocl M'ith him. This trait would 

a bolti't' tliiit hii uiisfortunes bad occa- 

a partial diTungcment of the chevalier's 

|j ri'spcci to Ma figure, he was short in 
, 3lf iidcr in Uic lower extremities, and 
ry iiiiliki; thi^ I'idy who was said to be a 
. duiiirhter of Prince Henry of PrUHeia, 
la wi.U liiioivn in London, where she ap- 
in mule attire, by the nunc of tlie Chev- 
^V.^rdion. 

icauau died at iiis lodgings in Fleet 
t, ajifcd upwards of 70, in February, 1775, 
LS interred in St. Uride'a Church-yard: 
entl'.'inan'ri Magazine of that raoJith 
ling the followm]; nuliee concerning 
J Died, the Chevalier Desseaflau, cora- 
called the French poet; he has left t. 
personage, a curious aivord, a gold medd 
^urioll? picture." Wliether these articles 
■vcr disposed of conformBbly to hie bo- 
vo are uot informed. 
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JEDEDIAH BDXTOlf. 



A MOST eztooirdiiiAiy iiwtaiice (if iiaM^ 
genius was aSbrded bj this muk who illJi^ 
born, 1705, at Elmeton in Deibjunie. SQ| 
father was a schoollnasteri uid yet, frmn 
strange neglect or infktnatJon, JedediiJi 



taught neiuer to write nor read. So fnti^ 
however, were his natural talenta for eamfak^ 
tion, that he was remarkable for bit knoirledlp 
of the relative proportioua of mnnbenr fSamt 
powers and progressive denoiiiii|atioii& To 
these objects he applied all tbe powen of Ui 
mind, and hu attention waa ao conataaflf 
rivetted upon them, that be vas often tf^taOy 
abstracted from .external objects, and when 
he did take notice of them, it was only widi 
respect to their numbers. If any space of 
time happened to be mentioned before hini| 
he would presently inform the company that 
it contai^ied so many minutes, and if any dis- 
tance, he would assign the number of hair- 
breadths in it, even though no question wen 

asked him. 

Being required to multiply 456 by 37% ha 
gave the product by mental arithmetic, aa 
soon as a person in company had.complelai 
it in the conmion way. Bemgreqaeatod to 
work it audibly* that his meuiod mi|g^ bt , 
known, he first multiplied 456 by 9^ wbUk 
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produced 2280; this he again multiplied by 
20, and found the product 45,600, which was 
the multiplicand multiplied by 100; This prod- 
uct he again multiplied by 3, which gave 
136,800, the product of the miltiplicand by 
300. It remained therefore to multiply this 
by 78, which he effected by multiplying 2280, 
or the product of the multiplicand multiplied 
by 5, by 15, as 5 times 15 is 75.. This product 
being 34,200, he added to 136,800, which gave 
171,000, being the amount of 375 times 456. 
To complete his operations, therefore, he mul- 
tiplied 456 by 3, which produced 1368, and 
being added to 171,000 yielded 172,368, as 
the product of 456 multiplied by 378. 

From these particulars it appears that Jede- 
diah's method of calculation was entirely his 
own, and that he was so little acquainted with 
the common ruless of arithmetic as to multiply 
first by 5, and the product by 20, to find the 
amount when multiplied by 100, which the 
addition of two cipiiers to the multiplicand 
would have given at once. 

A person who had heard of these astonish- 
ing efforts of memory, once meeting with him 
accidentally, proposed the following question, 
in order to try his calculating powers. If a 
field be 423 yards long and 383 broad, what 
is the area? After the figures w^re read 
to him distinctly, he gave the true product, 
162,069 yards, in the space of two minutes ; 
for the proposer observed by )iis watch how 
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long each weratioii ti : him. The moc 
person asked, how raaiiv acks the said Geld 
measured, and in elc minutes he replied 
33 acrea, 1 nod, ;i5 • :hes, 90 yanls and 
> quarter. He Wse asked how ataaj 

barley-coTDB would i eight miles. Tn 

a minute and a hi su; .iiswered l,^iOjliW. 
The next qveatiou i : Supposing llie dis- 
tance between Lonuuu id York to be 904 
miles, how many times fill a coBch-wheel 
turn round in that f pai;e, llowing the circum- 
ference of that wlieel lu ho six vardfl? In 
thirteen mamtes he answered 59340 time?. 

On another occuainn a p^rHon proposed te 
him this qQMtion l Tn a. body, ttje tliiCe aidas 
of which are 23,146,780 yurds, 5,(343.732 yards, 
and 54^^ yards, hnw many ouhic eighths 
of an inch? In about liiu huLir- .Itdi'diah had 
accurately solved this intricate problem, thoDfh 
in tiie midst of business, and siUTOunded bjr 
more than a hundred laborers. 

Though these instances, which ajv weB 
authenticated, aie sufficient prooft of ]ed»- 
diah's strength of mind, yet, for the fiirtlHI 
satis&ction of the curioua,fhe following (hett 
are subjoined. Being aaJted how long after 
the fifing of one of me cannons at Retfin^ 



report might bf heard at Houghton Pari^ 
distance being' live miles, and sappowig 
the sound to move at the rate of 1149 tMt il 



I second 7 In a quarter Yif an boitt lit 
replied— in 33 second* 7 thit*, nsd .tbtt « 
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mained. He was then asked : Admit that 
>84 broccoli- plants are set in rows, four feet 
lunder, and the plants 7 feet apart, in a reo- 
ngular plot of ground, how touch land would 
eae plants occupy ? In nearly half an hour 
•■ said: 2 acres, 1 rood, 8 perches and a half. 

This extraordinary man would stride over a 
ece of land, or a fleld, and tell the contenta 
' it as accurately us if ho had measured it 
r the chain. In tliis manner he had measured 
le whole lordship of Elmeton, consisting of 
ime thousand of acres, belonging to Sir John 
hodes, and brought him the contents not 
ily in acres, roods, and perches, but .ev):n 

square inches. After this he reduced them, 
r hia own amusement, into square bair- 
■eadtlis, computing about 48 to each side 
■ on inch, whicli produced such an astonish- 
g number as appeoi'od almost incompre- 

Next to figures, tlio oniy objocla of Jede- 
■b's curiosity were the king and royal 
railj. So strong wns his desire to see them, 
.at, in the b?2i!iiiiri;; of tlie spring of 1754, 
; walked u]j to l.eiiidon foy tlial purpose, but 
turned <li:^iiii|ioiiit.Mi, as hia uinjesty had 
■moved bi Keii^iii^'toEi just as ho had arrived 

town. Ily wn.=, however, introduced to the 
oyal Society, whom he called tlie Pulk o/Ike 
•ett/ court. The gentlemen present naked 
m ecver&l questions in arithmetic to try hia 
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abilities, and 
present 

During hie r I e motrojiolis hr 

was taken to see i ^ jf King llJclivH 
the Third, perfoi ey L-one. It wm 

expected' that tte y ul every thin|t i" 

that place, together ..in- t Bplendor of liie 
surrounding object!) vti have filled hini 

vith aatonialiment ; or 'lia posaioiui would 

have been roused ui ■' g^ee by the utioD 

of the perfonnera, ettu i mgh lie mijfht iwl 
fully comprehend the dia' ;u(!. Ttiia i^eiuin- 
ly was aratioiii] idea: b... bis tluiughlsweR 
far otherwiae employed- During tiio diuicvii 
his attention was en^iiged in rcekoniag tli" 
number of stepa; alter a fine piei;« of tdVaV' 
lifi declared that the innnmcrnljle soitnd* pro- 
duced by the instriitjfuti inTplcxod liitii be- 
yond measure, but hn comiti'd Ih'' nwii* 
uttered ly Mr. Garrictc, in the wnole CMina 
of the entertainment, and declared that 



Heir to no fortune and educated to no par- 
Ucolai profession, Jedediah Buxton suppwtrf 
himself Dy the labor of his hands. Ilii talenti 
had they been properly cultivated, might hlf 
qualified him for acting a distinguisEqd it 
on the theatre of life ; he, novertbelesa, ptf 
sued the "noiseless tenor of his wa7,"coatt 
if he could oatiafy the wanta of tudun, ■ 
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procure ft daily sustenance for blnuelf gind 

When he was asked to calculate a questioiij 
he would sit down, take off hia old brown hat, 
and resting upon his stick, which was gen- 
erally a very crooked one, in that attitude he 
would fall to work. lie commonly wore on 
his head a linen or woollen cap, and had a 
handkerchief carelessly thrown round his 

If the enjoyments of this singular man 
were few, they seem at least to nave been 
fully equivalent to his deaires. Though the 
powers of his mind raised him far above hia 
humble companions, who earned their bread 
in like manner by the sweat of their brow, 
yet ambitious tlioiig^hts never interrupted hia 
repose, nor did he, on hia return from London, 
regret the loss of any of the pleasures he had 
left behind him. 

Buxton was married and had several chil- 
dren. He died in the year 1775, aged seventy 



nJUMAS MILBOLUNG. 

Tnia mitn, rlnvinc Hi" '■arly ijijrt vf hia lift, 
was a farmer's aervant, ia which honest nnd 
laborious vocatioD he conUirad to hvs SDOL 
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With thu >nd a. : i h he borrowod he 

purchased a u b araliridnie in Cum- 

berland, and uiduuij ri redded upon Ins 

little eatate. He n,, irried, iidt liired « 

servant inta hia b , ■ t lived alone, and 

ErincipaUy cnloratni i .and irith his own 
uids. 

Hia great < save money ; and, 

to that end, uu m naelf nut only thu 



sideied the I ec it .iSe. His food whs 

of tHe moat I ad used spanu^ly ; 

the eoDtenta u' ' nbe "fWB acarcdf 

sufficient to cl i i ve^'g ^gf^ n, or W 

hide his nakeduiMt^ leiuff^WTCK J witb 

dirt and vermin, werb u giicd to the flunes 
immediately ailci liis dbou^. A nxot had Dot 
been applied to his face for many yean, mat 
a brush por broom to hia house. His btH wu 
half iilled irith chaff and' straw, and a fleeM 
, of wool supplied the place of a pillow. This, 
with a few other miserable articlea of bon«»- 
hold furniture, when drftirn fi'om the wilder- 
ness of streaming cobwebs, which had teqK 
accumulating for the last twenty TMiMi VON , 
sold at a public sale for Icaa than teisbfllii^ ' 

By a continued observancs of the mart rigw 
pBTsimony, Milbourue iiixiQ cleared hioMolf tt 
his pecuniary incumbrRncca, and, in the end^ 
had scraped together property in land, moMT 
and cattle, to the omoimt of near lOOW. H» 
love of money did not desert him ■ Mu «B Ui 
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death-bed ; lying in a very languid state, hia 
friende, by hie desire, were searching for some 
concealed treasure. They drew forth a large 
bunch of proniiaso^ notes, on which he exert- 
ed I li^ remaining slrengtJi in aloud exclamation 
of " There you see, now !" But, altiiough 
Thomaa was the great banker of the neighbor- 
ing villages, he had no idea of usury ;. and few 
of his neighbors, who deserved any credit, 
asked his assistance in pecuniary matters in 
vain ; sometimes even his too great confidence 
in the honesty of others was imposed on by 
artful knaves. He died at Cambridge, in the 
parish of, CumwhittOQ, near Carlisle, in 1600, 
aged between 70 and 80. 



M. OSTERVALD, A^D M. FOSCUE. . 

Mr. Ostcrvald, a well-known French banker, 
died Bl Paris in 1790, literally of want This 
man, originally of Neufchatel, felt the violence 
of the disease of avarice (for avarice surely is 
rather a disease than a passion of tlie mind) so 
strongly, timt, witbin s few days of his deafli, 
no importunities could induce him to buy b few 
pounds of meat for the purpose of making a 
little soup. '"Tis true," said he, "I should 
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the ment; what ia thon U become of thatT 

At the time that he this noiirishmenL 

for fear of beini ot - E;ivE away two or 

three pounds 01 mei ip was tied rounil his 

neck a silken bag, wl □ « itained 800 assi?- 

iiats of 1000 livrei eauu. t his outset id Ufti, 

ho drank a pint of beer, :li served hiio fo( 

eupper ever^ nighb at a i le much frn<)ueut- 

-ed, from which he i me aJI the botUe- 
corhs he could cuu 
course of eif^t wi 

many as sold for i r, a sum (Ejat laid 

ttie foundation ui tune, the supr^r- 

I of wbiob > idly raised hy Ue 

«eai _ Kk-jobbing. He 

died posaesaed of three.] Ilions of livrcs, or 
135,0D0i. sterling. 

Another extraordinary instance of aTaiia^-^ 
and of a atill more miserable death, waf ex- 
hibited in the same country in the petaoD of * 
M. FoBcue. This man, one of the fiumei^ 
general of Languedoc, under the fonoer gor- 
emmcnt, had amassed coiudderable wealtt kt 
grinding the poor within his provinca, aw 
every ouier means, however low, base or dod'; 
by whicli he rendered himaelf oniTerMDj 
hated. He was one day ordered bythegorem- 
ment to raise a considerable sum: on whicl^ 
as an excuse for not complying with the 
demand, he pleaded extreme povertjr ; bat 
fearing lest some of the inhjibHaiiti of Lea- 
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guedoc should give infonnntion to the contrary, 
ajid lii.4 ll<)u^:!c ijboiild be searched, ho resolvad 
to hide his treasuiE in such a, maimer, as to 
csciipi< tha moat rigid E^xami nation. He dug a 
kind of nave in his wine'Cellar, whicli he mado 
BO large and deep, tliat he used to go dowa 
witli a ladder ; at the entrance was a door with 
a spring lock on it, which, on shutting, wonld 
fast-.'!! of iUnU. Soon afterwards, M. Foscue 
was missing ; diligent search was niade after 
hini in every place ; the ponds were drawn, 
and every method which human imagination 
could BUfrgest was takeu to find him, but In 
vuin. In a short tine after his house wis sold. 
Olid tlie pun.'hiiacr beginning either to rebuild, 
or to mrkke some ult^rstinna Id il, the workmen 
discovered a door in the cellar, with. a key in 
tilt: luck, which he ordered to be opened. On 
going Aonti thpy found M, Foscue lying dead 
on the ground, with a candlestick near him ; 
but the candle he had eaten ; and, on searching 
further, they discovered the vaat wealth that 
he had amassed. It is supposed, that when M. 
Foscue wont into his cave, the door, by some 
&ccident,shutatYer him, and being out of call of 
any person, he perished for want of food. He 
had gnawed the flesh off both his arrns, a»is 
BUpposed, for subsistence. Thus did this miser 
die of want, in the midst of his useless heaps 
of hoarded treasure ! 
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Cbarter-house, «i|d 

scbool at Felited, iii ; wtusnci; lie kos 

sect to Cambridge, wLrub .; entered of Trin- 
ity College. When I Cliurlcs s^jviuiced 
him to the digm^ of :, his majesty wm 

pleased to uy, "Ha uwi .ven it tu the best 
Bchokr in Eo^and :". anu :ie did nut epealt 
from report^ibt fr swn knowledge. 

The doctor Ha% tl chaplain, he used 

frequently to COBVfintt ^ i luui, andj id his 
humorous way, to call I 'aa unrdr preach- 
er," because he exhauiwu moiy sulijfct, and 
left nothing for others to any aftor ' 
was appointed Gresham professor ' 
letiS, and was elected Fellow c 
Society, in 1663. He reaigned his C 
professorship on being appolmted Iiirrr*iT" 
professor of pathematics at Cambridgia, IfiBli 
which chair He resigned to his illuatrisnt pqdi 
Sir Isaac, then Hr. Newton, in 1669. H* wM 
created D. D. in 1070, aad two j 
wards wu ^Bointed Master 
lege. In 1675, be served the dSm oI 
chancellor. He died in 1677, and mrnm iiilMm 

instor Abbey. 

a man of coumdotabk Qoon^ n^ - 
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eccentfic tmmor, as Ihe following anecdotes 
. will illustrate ; Being once on a visit at a gen- 
tlenian'a house in the cduntry, where he was 
walking in the day, before daj-litfht (for he 
was an early riser), a. fierce mastiff, that used 
to bo chained up alt day, nnd let loose at 
niglit, set upon him with great fury. Tlie 
docCor cniiylit h\m by the tliroat, and, tJirowing 
him (lou'ii, liiy upon bim ; once he bad a mind 
to kill iiiii), but he altered his resolution on 
recollecting' tliat this would be unjust, as tlia 
dog only did his duty ; at lengtli he called so 
loud, that be was beard by aonie of the family, 
who came out and freed botli'from their disa- 
greeable situation. 

As a proof of ht3 wit, the following is te- 
cordei Hieeting- Lord RoclieKtcr one day at 
court. Ilia lordahip, by way of banter, thus ac- 
costed him, " Doctor, I am yours to my shoe- 
tie," Barrow, seeing his aim, returned his 
salute as obau(|ui(iusly, witli "My lord, I'm 
yours to the ground." Rochester improving 
his blow, quickly returned it, with, "Doctor, 
I'm yours to the centre :" which waB aa smart- 
ly followed by Barrow, with "My lord, I'm 
yours to the amipodes ;" upon which Roches- 
ter, scorning to be foiled by a musty old piece 
of divinity (as he used to call him), exclaimed, 
" Doctor, I'm yours to the lowest pit of heU !" 
on which Barrow, turning on bis heal, answer- 
ed, " IHere, my lord, I leave you." 
'Dr. Barrow was not only remarkable for the , 
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•zcelleBoe. but also fbr the extraordbiBif * 

length, of luB eemions, which he always tran- 
Bcrioed three or fuur timos, lindine it extremdjr 
difficult to pleauc himself. Dr. Pope gives u> 
the following iiiHtiiTicea. He warn once re- 
qaested by the bishop of RocbesteT, who wtu 
alao desn of Wcatimnslar, to preach at the 
abbef, and was at the some time desired not 
to be lonf, for the auditory loved short Ber- 
inona, and weie ueed to them. He readied, 
that be would show his lordship bis .SMmoii ; 
and, taking it frMn hi» pocket, put it into tbe 
bishop's hands. The toxt was, "He tliat ut- 
tereth slander fe a linf i" and lite scrraon wM 
divided into twu parts, one treating ofslaodei, 
the other of Hea. The bishop desired biin to 
content himscH' with j/fuilitnj; tmly the first 
part, to which hr consentr^il iii.ii witlioul uooib 
reluctance, and ttint rIouc Luoli up ito hotirnnJ 
a half. Oil Bliotlier occasiim he prciinhnd, 
upon the invitatiiin of tin- stuKi- pn-lnl'.-, at the 
abbny on a ht^lydny. Tlio s-r.rvnnia irf Mm 
churcli,wlioon:iU liotydny.", Sund»y»»xcft[ilc'l, 
were used to show tM tombs and elHjries in 
wax of the kinga nnd qiieem, feoriug Icsl lli»y 
should loae tliul time in hearing, ivliicli they 
thought they could mora jirofilubly employ in 
receiving', becau 10 impiilioiit, and caused the 
organ to be struik ii|t ngain-it Lim ; nor wonlJ 
they Buffer it to cease tifl llioy had obliged 
hini to dismonnt from the pulpit. But th« 
kuigest aarmon he was known to have preEkcb- 
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ed, was one on the subject of charity, before 
the lord mayor and aldermen, at the Spital, 
in speaking which he spent three hours and a 
half. Being a^ked, when he had finished, if he 
was not tired, he replied, " Yes, indeed, I be- 
gan to be weary with standing so long." 

In person, Dr. Barrow was of low stature, 
of a pale complexion, and extremely negligent 
in dress ; which inattention exposed him to 
some inconveniences, and was apt to prejudice 
his hearers against him, where .he was not 
known. Of this. Dr. Pope gives a remarkable 
instance, in the following words : " Dr. Wil- 
kins, then minister of St. Lawrence Jewry, 
being forced by some indisposition to keep 
his chamber, desired Dr, Barrow to give him a 
- sermon the next Sunday, which he readily 
consented to do. Accordingly, at the time 
appointed, he came, with an aspect pale and 
meagre, and unpromising, slovenly and care- 
lessly dressed, his collar unbuttoned, his hair 
uncombed, &g. Thus accoutred, he mounts 
the pulpit, and begins his prayer. Immediate- 
ly all the congregation was in an uproar, as if 
the church were falling,^ and they scampering 
to save their lives, each shifting for himself 
with great precipitation. There was such a 
noise of pattens of serving-maids "and ordinary 
women, and of unlocking of pews and cracking 
of seats, caused by the younger sort hastily 
climbing over them, that I confess, I thought 
all the congregation were mad ; but the good 
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doctor, scciiiing not to take notice of this dii- 
turbaiu'.o, ])rocoo(ls, names his text, and preach- 
ed his sermon to two or three gathered or 
rati 10 r k*ll to^otlier, of which niunber, as it 
lortnn»t(>ly ]ia])pencd, Mr. Baxter, the eminent 
non-contorinist, wjis ono. lie uflerwards paid 
Dr. Wilkins a visit, and conimonded the ser- 
mon, siiyinjj, he liad never heard a hettor dis- 
ioiirse. 1 askod the doctor what ho thoiijiht 
avIm'11 he saw tlio coiifrrejration running away 
fi\)m him. '1 thoiijijht,' said ho, *tliey did iic-t 
liU«^ me or my s(*rnioii, and I have no rui'suii 
to h(' aiiorv with thoiii for tliat.' 

" 'J'hi^re wen? then in tlic parish a company 
of t*f»rmal, «>rave and weultliy citizens, who, 
Iiavin«r b{Mui many years under celebraied 
ministers, had a jrroat opinion of their uwii 
skill in (livinity and tlicir ability to jnd^rc nl* 
the quality of a sermoji. Many of these went 
to Dr. Wilkins, to expostulate witli him fur 
sufr(?rin<r such an ijifnorant, scandalous fellow, 
m(\'inin(r Dr. Barrow, to have the use of his 
j)ulpit. JMr. Baxter just then happened toh:' 
with Dr. Wilkins, who suflVTed his parishi..!.- 
ers to run themselves out in their ul)use < f Dr. 
Barrow, and, when they had done speakinir. 1;'' 
replied; 'The person that you thus dc.-piM- 
is a ])ious m;in, an eminent scholar, and mi 
excellent preacher ; for the truth <»f the hist, I 
a])peal to Mr. Baxter, who heard the senneii 
you so viliiV. 1 am sure vou believe Mr. Bax- 
ter a cojnpetent judge, and that ho will pn:- 




nounce according b> truth.' Mr, Baxter very 
!■ candidly gave tie sermon the praise it de- 
served, and said that Dr. Barrow preached so 
well, that lie could willingly have bf?en hia 
auditor all day long. On hearing this high 
encomium pronounced hy such a person, they 
became ashaiued, confouuded and speechless. 
At length, after some p:iuHe, they confeased, 
one after another, they did not hear one word 
of the sermon, but were led to dislike the 
preacher by his unpromising garb and appear- 
ance. After they had recovered a little from 
their shame, they earnestly desired Dr. Wil- 
kins to prevail on Dr. Barrow to preach again, ■ 
engaging him to make amends by bringing 
tlieir wives and children, their man-seivanta 
and maid -servants, in a word, their whole fam- 
ilies to hear him, and to enjoin them not t« 
leave the church till the blessing was pro- 
nounced. Dr. Wilkina promised to use )iiB 
It endeavor for their satisfaction, and ac- 
y solicited Dr. Barrow to appear once 
his pulpit, hut in vain ; for no persua- 
Biort could mduce him to comply with the re- 
quests of sueh conceited, hypocritical cox- 



ordingly s< 



GEORGE HANGER. 

Pew chnriictera better daoerve a placn in t 
collection like the preaent tlian the huni)ru!ile 
George Ilnnger. Though the aubjoiiied [ini- 
ticulars of Ills life inny not exliibit an mnny or 
BO extraotdiLiiLry traits of eccentrii'itj us "i 
have el really lind occasion to introduce in hfioic 
of our iiiLrriitives, yet it should be recoBi-clfil 
that thi re ure singnlaTitieg which it h as im- 
possible to describe, aa it ia for the pnintet to 
transfer to his cmvass tlie rolling of the cyei, 
the pUy of the muscleb, or th.p sudden cbaiifW 
which iake place in the bimifta countenoncB 
under the influence of pain or passion. Willi 
these deductions the life of Geortfe Hanj^'f 
may perhnpa appear more siTong-ly mnrke.lwilh 
profligacy and iraprovidence than with eccwi- 
tricity ; but, at least, hia exampl.! may affiri 
a useful Icssao to others, to avoid tlic r«ck.' 
of dissipation on which his fortunes wcri' 
wrecked. 

Scarcely any private individual of liia day 
waa more universally known tlian GnoiM 
Hanger ; nor can this be wondered at, for \i» 
lumself infonns na that " he was early intrn- 
duced into life, and often kept both good utd 
bad company, associating with men and womta 
of eveiy description and of every tairii, froui 
the higheat (o the lowest, from St. Jamw's U 
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Giles's ; in palaces and night-cellars, from 
drawing-room to the dust-cart." 
eorge Hanger was the third son of .Gabriel, 
» succeeded to the honors of the barony of 
3raine. Speaking of his family, in the ec- 
tric account of his life and adventures, he 
I, it may be well to mention by what means 
father obtained a peerage. His sister 
s Anne Hanger was married to Hare, Lord 
3raine. *^But my father was not in the most 
int degree related to him, except by mar- 
e. Lord Coleraine, however, dying -.with- 
issue, or heir to the title, my father claimed 
rith just as much right as the clerk or sex- 
of the parish. After the same manner as 
iter overcame the beautiful Danae did he 
re an undoubted right to the title, and wcjs 
Lted a peer of Ireland. A lady of high 
c, and of no inconsiderable influence in the 
3 of that excellent king, George the Second, 
apposed to have been benefited by one of 
le glistening showers." 
»ur hero was born at his father'sjseat in the 
ntry, and was first sent to school at Read- 
in Berkshire. Here no persuasions could 
ice him to apply to his studies, and the con- 
lence was that his master had recourse to 
?rc methods. This gentleman, whose dis- ' 
ine was far from agreeable to young Hanger, 
stigmatized by him — with what justice 
cannot pretend to say — with the epithets of 
;e, tyrant and savage. The following cir- 
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CumiUace* arc adduced to prove that be 3S^ 
served them. Whenever he found outtlmttwo 
of thebifgcrboyahailfaGeii Rghtuig, he caused 
them t6 atrip to their shirts in tlie public school- 
room. He then gave to eajih a ratui cane 
about thrat) feet loug', nnd ordered them U> 
strike at OMcli other with all their force, when 
he preside! with a similar weftpon, and when- 
e»er there jippeared to he a relaxation nf ■»■ 
tivity in either of the unirilling combatants,!* 
compelled them by his own violent alrohei) bi 
renew theirs. Again, if a boy ,had not w&shed 
his face very clean, he used to bavo it rubbeil 
with the Coarsest |^-cloth that could bt 

There is often a greater portion of eccen- 
tricity in % man's opiiiioua ajid way of tliinkinjf 
th^n in Ub actions. By wny of illustrating 
those of George Hanger, we shall quote his 
otMerratioBs on the mode of treatment de- 
scribed above. — "A child of mine!" aays be, 
"^es — a child of miiie eliall he treated in ■ 
different nuuiner. Instead of correcting bin) 
when he fights, his tutor sbdl be ordered la 
five biro a crown every battle ho delivers, nnd 
half-a-guinea if he is victorious in the combiti 
aod should he beU a boy m<ich bigger aai 
older than himself, he shall receive a guiuex 
Yet at the aamo time he shaU not be enco'jr 
aged to fight for the sako of money to bf 
awarded him, but only to n'liont ityuoe^ 
Such principles, ioatiUod into him at aa aadT J 
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ige, I am convinced, will teach him, in maturer 
life, to resent insults with a proper spirit, but 
will not by any means dispose him to be quar- 
relsome. Take two boys of equal ag^ and 
equal dispositions ; let the one be kept under 
the master's eye and never out of his sight ; 
forbid him positively to fight, and let all those 
who strike or insult him be punished severely ; 
let the other mix with his school-fellows, and, 
if struck or insulted, resent the injury by in- 
stantly delivering battle — the former will con- 
tract tyrannical and cowardly habits, which will 
accompany and disgrace him through life ; and 
the latter will be bold and liberal, but by no 
means more quarrelsome than his neighbors." 
From Reading, young Hanger was removed, 
an the representation of his brothers, and was 
then sent to the Rev. Mr. Fountain's, at Mary- 
le-bone, where he was treated with great 
kindness and attention. At this early age his^ 
mischievous disposition began to display itself. 
A dentist used to attend at certain times taex- 
unine the children's teeth. He had drawn 
Dne of Hanger's which gave him great pain, and 
sroposed to repeat the operation on another, 
ivhich the owner was. far from approving. 
Finding persuasion ineffectual, he endeavored 
X) effect his purpose by artifice. Concealing 
lis instrument in his handkercliief, he prevailed 
)n the boy to open his mouth, and permit him 
ust to feel whether fee tooth was loose or not. 
No sooner had he placed his thumb on George's 
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lower jaw than he attempted to hold his mouth 
open by force, and had nearly fixed the in- 
strument on his tooth, when the youngster 
fjavo him a violent kick on the shins, which 
Roiiiowhat doninp^ed him, and at the same 
instant cjuijrht his thumb fiust between his tcrth, 
and jrave the operator a small item to remember 
hlni by as loufr as he lived. 

Eton was the nexttlicatre of George Hang- 
er's studies. Here he made considerable 
progress in the Latin tongue, but to Greek he 
took such a dccid(3d aversi(m, that he never 
would loarn it. From the moment he entered 
the iittli form, however, he studied every tiling 
but his books. His vacant hoiirs in the day 
wore cnijdoyod in the sports of the field, being 
already very fond of his dog and gun. By 
night game of a dillerent kind engrossed his 
whole attention. Ovid's Epistles were totally 
laid asido, for his Art of Love, in which our 
student nuide considerable j)rogress ; and frc- 
(juently did he risk his nc^ck in getting over 
the roof of his boarding-house, to pass a few 
hours with sonu* favorite grisettc of Windsor. 

On h'aving Eton, young Hanger resolved 
to enibnuM.' the military profession, to which a 
( Jcnnnn JMlncation was thought bi^st adapted. 
11(^ was accordingly sent to perfect himself ia 
lliose ac(|Min'nients necessary tor the oarce: 
lic lia<l chosen at the celebrated university et* 
(iottiniren in Germany. Al>.<*r a year's n]>- 
plication to matliematics, fortillcation end the 



langtiage of the country, he quitted Gattinge 
for Hanover and Hesse Cusael, where he epen 
the remaining two years which he passed oi 
the continent, and formed aji acqusintAsce 
with many distinguished cliarncters. During 
his residence abroad, he held a comtnissioii as 
ensi^ in the foot-guards, alid manifested tlie 
strongest attoctuaient to tJie profession. 

Soon after hia return to England, our hero 
was cngiiged in an adventure which had well 
nigh been productive of fatai circnmatances, 
am) tlic very thought of which, he telli? us, 
still filla him with aJafin. It would consider- 
ably dimiaish tlie interest of the namitive, 
wer« we to rc]u.te it iu mij- ollmr Mords than 

" It was very much the ftshion in those 

4«ys," saya he, " to walk on Sunday evenings, 

during the summer, in Kenaington Gardens. 

They were much crowded and frequented bj 

well dressed persons of all ranks and descii{M 

ions. A particular friend of mine came tft 

le in the morning, and desired that I would 

e in the garden '^^^ evening, as he had some- 

liag particutat to mention to me, which he 

luld impart when we met. I was there to 

' appointment, and joined him on the prom- 

ide. He then tola me his^reason for ask- 

me to accompany him was, that he was 

ioua to have some conversation with a lady, 

■ would be in company with a fe^i&le tHmd, 

•c attention to what might pasa between 
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them he wished me to divert by my attentioa 
to her. We did not join them till near dnkf 
when, drawing off from the public. walk, «e 
passed to that part of the garden, near to the 
palace, where formerly many of the walb 
were bordered with very thick and high yew- 
hcd^es, which, from the trees and shmbbexy 
behind them, were rendered impervious to the 
view. It was almost dark, the night beiii| 
much overcast. We were sitting on one of 
the guruen seats, wlien, at some distance, we 
saw a man coming down the gravel walk. 
The women proposed getting up and rearing 
by one of the small passages between the 
yew-hedfjes into tlic shrubbeiy, lest the per- 
son u])proaching us might know them. It 
was now half past nine at night ; and my 
friend and the two ladies retired into the 
Bhrubbory. I stood before the opcnintr of the I 
ye\v-hcd<(e, as tliis man came opposite to me 
on the gravel walk ; and when he was at tha 
distance of six or seven paces, he made a 
dead halt, and faced about towards me. I 
spoke not a word for at least two or three 
minutes, while he kept walking, a few paces i 
backwards and forwards, viewing me, and ' 
secniinrr as if lie wished to see what wm 
behind me. At lenjrth, quittinrr the centre 
of the nrravcl-walk, he advanced two or tliree 
pacos nearer to me. It was tlicn high tinic 
to decide what 1 should do. But before I 
proceed, it is neecssary to mention, tlmt I had 



rudently put nty glove in my mouth 
ie my voice ; j'or, had I spoken to him 
tural tone, on perceiving I could not 
=r8on he sought after, he might have 
ly. Od his advancing, I again said : 
cannot pass thia way' — upon nhich he 
ely put his iiand to bia sword, nor did 
o draw mine ; when I retired within 
)W passage of the hedge, to make 
e was determined to force an entry, 
ollld have llie iicivantage of parrying 
Trom him, iilK-n he could Dot prrvent 
ig against him. He immediately 

close to the hedge, with his sword 
iigh it ; at the same time grumbling 

and absolutely snorting and bloving 
or. I could nave run him tlirough 
■ with the greatest facility, in the 
Agcous situation in which he was ; 
iad of acting, I said ; ' For God'a 

do not advance. You cannot want 
g of mc. It 'is impoB«ble that 1 
e tlie person you are looking for; 
ear, if you advance one step farther, 
II you.' At tliis moment my friend 

on one side of me, and, in a low 
d : 'My dear Geor|;e, for God's sake 

him.' In those days J wiie saoch in 
; of fencing, and being very strong 
n and wrist, I was ever prepoaseased 

idea, that if 1 could, unobserved, 
'oni one side of my advetsaryip blade 
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to the other, and beat on it, I should be certain 
of liitting the very best fencer. This was a 
favorite coup of mine ; and 1 now put it in 
practice, with such velocity, force and success, 
that if it had not been for tlic hedge, into 
whicli [ drove liis sword, and in which it was 
for a inoment entangled, I believe sincerely 
I dhouhl have forced it out of his hand. At 
the instant I beat upon his blade, I made a 
jrontl(^ bolt at him, slightly opposing my sword 
to his body, and just pricked liim, at whioli he 
started back a couple of paces. I never 
advanced, but kept my position within tlie 
lied^c, knowing tliat, from the advantage of it, 
I could do any thing witli hiui I chose ; and 
had lie advanced airain, I was resolved not to 
attempt to run him through the body, but to 
gather his bhid() and attempt to disarm liim. 
Notwithstauchng my having made liim lightly 
feel the point of my sword, he never sj)oke 
one word, but stood snorting and j)utling with 
rage. I tlien said: 'Sir, for (Jod's sak(\ go 
away; I do not wish to hurt you. Vou uuist 
b(^ conscious that 1 could have run vou throuirh 
the bodv if 1 had hetMi so disposed: let me 
therefore entreat you to go away ; I know you 
not; nor can you want any thing of me or of 
any person with mt\' — At my solicitations and 
entreaties, he put uj) his sword, aiul walked 
back the same way ho came ; I watched him 
out of sight ; but it may well be credited I 
did not follow liim. Judge, reader, what pleas- 



! Re- 

i half at least of the cedsorious 
'orid, would have believed thai my friend and 
had OBaassLiKLted him. If he had killed nM^ 
le coiiseqncncea would have been vetj dia- 
^eeable to all parties ; the women and my 
'lend, at all events, must have come fonrard. 
luring the conflict, a thousand horrors and 
;ar3 rushed into my mind and uDstrunE my 
3ul. As to the matter of a duel, had it T)een 
1 day-light, with a second, I should not have 
lought more than others on such an occwion, 
aving foug-lit three duels before I was twenty 
ears old. 1 solemnly declare I was so dis^ 
layed, that, had it not been for discovering 
ic women, and had 1 been there alone ej- 
ecting to meet some kind fair one, 1 should 
ave taken to my heels and have run away 
j fast as my. logs would have carried me. I 
ave certainly been in some disagreeable sit- 
atious in lilc since that period, but never in 
ly days hnve I been so olanncd : it ia not 
ossible for me to describe what 1 Buffered, 
'o end this narrative — my carriage was wait- 
ig at the palace gate, and we walked down 
> tlie gardener'^ house, and prevailed on him 
) let us out, for it was tlien past ten. Wa 
ut the women iiito tlie carriage ; they wer4 
3t down ill London, not at their own house, 
i may be well imagined; and my iriend and 
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I walked Iiome rejoicing on having escaped 
so well out of so ticklish a situation." 

After a few years' enjoyment of every grat- 
ilication which a life of pleasure, dissipation 
and (jxtravagance could afford, Mr, Hanger, 
conceiving himself unjustly treated relative 
to a j)roinotion, resolved, in spite of the re- 
monstrances of his friends, to quit the guards. 
He then solicited an appointment in one of 
the Hessian corps, that were raising for the 
British service in* America, where the war of 
the revolution was commencing. His applica- 
tion was successful ; tlie landgrave of Hesse 
sending him a captain's commission in his 
corps of Jagers; 

Previous to his setting out for America, the 
extravagance of our captain had involved him 
in difficulties. Ilis dress-clothes in one winter 
cost hiui, as he informs us, nine hundred pounds, 
and for the same article only for one birth-day, 
he put himself to an expense of two hundred 
and sixty pounds, lie ntner was fond of play, 
but in the pleasures of the turf he indulged 
to a very great extent. He accordingly found 
himself under the necessity of mortgaging an 
estate of about eleven hundred pounds per 
annum left him by his aunt, Lady Coleraine, 
and soon after his departure for America, tlic 
mortgagee procured it to be sold before a 
master in chancery by public auction, but the 
produce of it was not sufficient to discharge 
all his debts. 
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In America Captain Hanger was emplojed 
in various crttical Bervices, in which he dis- 
placed great courage and address. By Gen- 
eral Sir Henry Clinton he was appointed 
major in tlie Britiali Legion; but in the prog- 
teaa of the army under Lard Cornwallia to 
the upper parts of North Carolina, he had the 
misfortune to sidten of the yellow fever. 
This disease, added to the fatigue of traveli 
ling, reduced him to a perfect skeleton. Ha 
was ao weak as to be unable to turn himself, 
but was ibrced to be moved by his aUendanta 
when he wanted, for ease, to change his pos- 
ture. In titis miserable situation he lay so 
long, first on one side, then on the other, and 
then on his back, that, as he ai^sures us, the 
bones of tiia back and each hip came fairly 
tliTough the skin. He had then no posture 
to lie in but on his atomacli, with pillows to 
support him. The disorder at length fell into 
Ilia legs, on which he began to recover, though 
it was a considerable time before he could 
dispense with the assistance of crutches. 

On the conclusion of the peace, Major 
Hanger relumed lo Europe, and arrived la the 
Downs afler an nbi'Pnce of uenrly seven yours. 
Previous to his leaving America, he had em- 
powered Colonels Torletonand Mac Mahon to 
attempt an afiangemeti^ of hia affaira, as it wus 

Xeed that he should wait at Calais till he 
uld hear how matters stood in England. 
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particular friendship from Mr. Richard Tat- 
tnrsall, wlio not only invited him to make his 
house ]iis liome, but promised to discharge any 
debts which he himself might be uni3>le to 
pay. 

lie now determined to return to England. 
'J'ho prince of Wales had by this time launch- 
ed into public life, and Major Hanger was one 
of the; jovial characters whom he selected for 
his associates. He also conferred on him the 
apj)()intuient of equerry, witli a salary of three 
hundred pounds a year, which, however, Hang- 
er lost on the retrenclmients that were after- 
wards made in the household of his royal high- 
ness. 

We shall subjoin, principally in hia own 
words, an account of the remainder of the 
chequered career of George Hanger. The 
mixture of sin<jularity and good sense tliat 
}>revails in many of his ideas and expressions 
cannot fail to strike the reader. 

"The year I camo to England," says he, 
" the contested election for Westminster 
(I'^ox, Hood and Wray candidates) took place. 
'.riie walking travellers Spillard and Stewart; 
the Abyssinian Bruce, who lias feasted on 
steaks cut from the rump of a living ox ; and 
various others, who, in their extensive travels, 
liave encountered wild beasts, serpents, and 
crocodiles ; breakfasted and toasted muffins at 
tlie mouth of a volcano — whom hunger has 
compelled to banquet with joy on the leavings 
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hoii or tiger ar the carcoas of (l dead alii- 
;— who can boast of smoking the pipe of 
e widj tJie Little CarpcnUr and the Mad 
— on Imving lived in terms of the strictest 
lacy with tlie Cherokeea, tlie ChickasowB, 
Chocktaws, itiid with nil Oie nio» and eta 
hat iinmenBe continent — who from the 
' temjieratc sliore of the Missiesippi have 
uded their course to the buraing soil of 
L, mid to the bonks of the Ganges, lioni 
Frozen Occnn to the banka of flie more 
il Pij, — inny boast tlieir experience of the 
;1 ftnd their kjiowiedge of human life ; bat 
ne, in rny opinion, has seen reed life, or 
knriw il, unlcg? iie liaa taken an active 
in a contested election for Westminster. 
school can a man be taught a better 
n of human life. There con he view 
m nature in her basest attire ; riot, mur- 
ind drunkenness nre the order of the day, 
iCTJiiry, walk hand i:i hand ; for men who 
no pretensions to vote, were to be found 
e Garden in as great plenty aa turnips, 
pt a very moderate rate, were induced to 
A (jentlenian, to make himself of any 
linnible use to eitlier party, must possesB 
mher of engaging, fainiliar, and conde- 
ling qualities: he must help a porter up 
his load, shake hands with a fish-nraraaii, 
lis hat off to an oyster weuch, kiss a bal- 
in^r, and be faniiliat with a beggar. If, 
Idition to Uiefle amiable qualities, he is & 
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tolenibly good boier, can play a good stick, 
UidJH the evening drink a pailfal of all surts 
of liqiiora in going the rounils to solicit votnw 
at their various Subs, then, indeed, bn i« » 
moat higlily Unishud and usuful agent. Id aJl 
the abiivo accompliijIinientB and scicncoa, ex- 
cept (Irinkiiijr, which I never wao fond of, I 
have tlie vanjly to believe tlial I arrived nearer 
to perl'r'ction tlian any of. my rivals, 

"I sliciiilii be ungrateful, indeed, if I did not 
testify my tlianks to those gallant troops uf 
high rank and distinguished Tame, tlie knigbls 
or the strap, and the blauk-diamond knigfiU 
(the Irish cliairmen and coal-heavers), who dis- 
played 90 much bravery and attachment to our 
cause. At that time I formeda great intima':y 
with tli<?>n, wJiic^b htiB continued to this day 
between us ; for 1 never forget luy old acquaint- 
ances ivlicnever I meet them, or look upon my 
old fiit'nds ivitli n new face, which is loo niucht 
in geiUTiil, tlie custom of the world." 

For some ye ara Major Ilo-ngerwus employed 
in raising recruits for the East India Conipauv ; 
an occupation tho annual profits fif which Jio 
aWXeB at six hundred peumU'. Abnut thu aamo 
time that lio lojt his salary aa equerry to the 
prince, he wna elBo deprived of tliia source of 
mcome, in consoqnence of a. cliu[it^e wMub tha 
government thonght fit to make in the whole 
^Btem of recruiUog for the company's nnoy 
in India. 

Bj the aiidden privation nT these r^snurce^ 
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the major waa reduced to the greatest distresB, 
He now began graduaUy to raeaaure his atotw 
towards the King's Bench. In June, 1791, he 
surrendered at tiiat prison, There he remained 
till April, tiie year IbllowinF, when a conaider- 
able sum of money, gained by a lawBuit, eniL- 
blcd him to cume to n composition with his 

He nlao proposed to fonn a corps from the 
convicts, showing liow they might he provided 
fur after tfie war, without being turned adrift 
again in the world. He auggeated tlie pet- 
mission for the militia to enlist into the reri- ,^M 
monlH of the line two years belbre the act for ^^ 
that purpose took place ; and likewise pre- 
sented a proposal for dmftinc one thansalid 
volunteers, at a sinatl bounty, from the militiBi 
and training them in the Lise of the liHe gun. 

Afler having applied himself to trade, aa a 
cnal-Tnerchnrit, ftnd cxperienc(:d a great vicis- 
situde of tbrtune, he lived to enjoy the title 
and estate of Lord Colerune. 
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